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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

19 MARCH 2009 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF SERVICE IMPROVEMENT 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  HOUSING 

CANNOCK CHASE INDEPENDENT LIVING CENTRE 

KEY DECISION – NO 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To consider a request from Staffordshire County Council to lease a Council one bedroom 
bungalow in order to provide an independent living centre for the Cannock Chase area. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That subject to the receipt of planning consent, a one bedroom bungalow is leased to 
Staffordshire County Council for the purpose of providing an independent living centre. 

2.2 That the Head of Planning and Regeneration be authorised to negotiate the terms of the lease, 
subject to an annual payment equivalent to the rental charge. 

3. Conclusions and Reason(s) for the Recommendation(s) 

3.1 A request has been received from Staffordshire County Council to lease a Council owned one 
bedroom bungalow in order to provide an “independent living centre”. 

3.2 It is considered that the proposed centre would provide significant benefits to Cannock Chase 
residents and it is therefore suggested that subject to the receipt of planning consent, the 
County Council’s request is supported. 

4. Key Issues 

4.1 A request has been received from Staffordshire County Council to lease a Council owned one 
bedroom bungalow in order to provide an “independent living centre”. 

4.2 The aim of the centre is to show Cannock Chase residents how “assistive technology” can help 
them to continue to live in their own homes and delay or prevent admission to hospital or long-
term care.  In particular, it would demonstrate how a “typical home” can accommodate 
additional facilities and equipment including bath lifts, Telecare sensors and Telecare 
monitoring. 

4.3 The County Council would make an annual payment equivalent to the rent and would be 
responsible for adapting the property and internal maintenance.  The Council would continue to 
be responsible for external maintenance. 
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4.4 It is considered that the County Council’s proposals would constitute a “change of use” in 
accordance with planning legislation and planning consent would therefore be required. 

4.5 It is considered that the proposed independent living centre would provide significant benefits 
to the Cannock Chase community and it is therefore suggested that subject to the receipt of 
planning consent, the County Council’s request for the lease of a one bedroom bungalow is 
supported. 
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Section 1 

Background 

A request has been received from Staffordshire County Council (Social Care and Health Directorate) to 
lease a Council owned one bedroom bungalow in order to provide an “independent living centre” for the 
Cannock Chase area. 

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered 

The County Council wish to establish an independent living centre to show Cannock Chase residents 
how “assistive technology” can help them to continue to live in their own homes and delay or prevent 
admission to hospital and long-term care. 

The centre would demonstrate how a “typical home” can accommodate additional facilities and 
equipment ranging from grab rails and memo minders to bath lifts, Telecare sensors and Telehealth 
monitoring.  It would also be used by partner agencies, including the Police and Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service who will promote home security and fire risk reduction equipment. 

The centre would be used during the daytime only for assessment visits and the demonstration of 
equipment and is expected to be visited by some 10 to 15 residents each week.  It will not, however, be 
used for residential assessment or overnight stays. 

In order to establish the centre, the County Council wish to lease a Council owned one bedroom 
bungalow, located near to the Cannock Chase Hospital and Ivy House.  The County Council would 
make an annual payment equivalent to the rent and would be responsible for the cost of adapting the 
property and internal maintenance.  The Council would continue to be responsible for external 
maintenance. 

It is considered that the County Council’s proposals would constitute a “change of use” in accordance 
with planning legislation and planning consent would therefore be required. 

It is considered that the proposed independent living centre would provide significant benefits to the 
Cannock Chase community and it is therefore suggested that subject to the receipt of planning consent, 
the County Council’s request for the lease of a one bedroom bungalow is supported. 

Section 3 

Contribution to CHASE 

The proposed independent living centre would contribute to the Healthier Communities, Housing and 
Older People objective of CHASE. 

Section 4 

Financial Implications 

The Council would receive an annual payment equivalent to the rent and would continue to be 
responsible for external maintenance. 
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As the County Council would be responsible for the cost of adapting the property and internal 
maintenance, there are no other financial implications associated with this report. 

Section 5 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no direct human resource implications arising from this report. 

Section 6 

Legal Implications 

The proposals lend themselves to the ‘well being powers’ laid out in Part 1 of the Local Government Act 
2000 (as amended) as it promotes the social well being of the a section of the District’s inhabitants.  

Moreover, the proposal also falls within the general power provided for under Section 137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, which permits local authorities to incur expenditure in the interest of their local 
areas. 

 

Section 7 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications 

The proposed use of the independent living centre by partner agencies, which would include the Police 
in relation to home security, would have positive implications for crime prevention. 

Section 8 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no direct Human Rights Act implications associated with this report. 

Section 9 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no direct Data Protection Act implications associated with this report. 

Section 10 

Risk Management Implications 

There are no direct risk management implications associated with this report. 

Section 11 

Equality and Diversity Implications 
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The purpose of the independent living centre is to show residents how “assistive technology” can help 
them to continue to live in their own homes and delay or prevent admission to hospital and long-term 
care.  The proposals therefore have positive equality and diversity implications. 

Section 12 

Other Options Considered 

The one bedroom bungalow which would potentially be used as an independent living centre could be 
“retained” in housing use and relet to a household from the housing register. 

Section 13 

List of Background Papers 

Email from Jim Ellam, Staffordshire County Council 

Annexes to the Report 

  

Report Author Details 

Ian Tennant (Head of Housing), Ext. 4210 

 


