
ENCLOSURE 10A.1 

 
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

20 SEPTEMBER 2007 

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER - CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE  

PERMISSION TO SUBMIT A BID FOR EXTERNAL FUNDING 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek retrospective approval to submit a bid for external funding to the Big Lottery to extend 
play opportunities across the District 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That Cabinet gives retrospective approval to submit a bid for external funding to the Big Lottery 

3. Key Issues 

3.1  In 2006 the Big Lottery announced a fund that allocated specific amounts of potential funding 
for each local authority to spend on play; as part of their commitment to play and to manage the 
funding available Play England were established. 

 
3.2 To be able to access the funding each local authority are required to produce a Play Strategy 

for their authority. 

 
3.3 Currently Officers are producing a draft Play Strategy that will support the planned application. 
 
3.4 A new project, ‘Chase It’ - Play, is the proposed project that has been submitted to the Big 

lottery on 10 September 2007; it is based around local Parks, Open Spaces and Primary 
Schools across the District. 

 
3.5 It is proposed that the project will be delivered by 1 new part time Senior Play Development 

Officer and 5 new part time Play Rangers 

 
3.6 The project will look to develop over a 3 year period with a target of reaching 6000 primary 

school aged children and their families.  The project will also look to engage support staff at the 
schools and in Council Parks to raise the profile of play and the role that play can have in 
developing healthier lifestyles. 

 
3.7 Working closely with the Community Learning Partnership to encourage the extended schools 

provision it is proposed that each primary school will receive a three hour session delivered by 
Play Ranger once a week during term time 
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3.8 A Play tour will also be delivered by the Play Rangers clustered  throughout the District in five 

areas during out of school term time: 
•  Cannock 
•  Rugeley 
•  Hednesford 
•  Norton Canes 
•  Heath Hayes 

 
3.9 Each child will receive a Play Activity book that will identify local play provision throughout the 

District and additional information around play. 
 

3.10 There will also be an annual event organised each year of the project to celebrate play and 
 promote local providers of play.  The events will also celebrate Annual Play Day that is organised 
 by Play England. 
 
3.11 From January 2008 until March 2008 an extensive creative consultation programme will be 
 undertaken targeting children to inform the development of the play tours. 
 
3.12 The main aspects of play that are the focus of Play England are the ‘three frees’: 
 

• Play is freely chosen;  

• Play is personally directed and motivated  

• Play is free i.e. there is no charge. 
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Section 1 

Background 
 
Traditionally the Council operated ‘Chase It’ activity scheme has been predominantly aimed at children 
aged 5 – 13 with the scheme evolving over the last six years and delivering opportunities for children to 
take part in a variety of trips. 

The ‘Chase It, brand is well recognised and respected across the whole of the District and the proposed 
new project will be an addition to the brand and known as ‘Chase It’ – Play.  The scheme will be based 
locally in parks, schools and open spaces; it will be targeted at young people aged 5 to 11 and will be 
free of charge.   

Funding from the ‘Big Lottery’ will only be available for 3 years and will finish in 2010 – 2011. 

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered  

That Members of Cabinet give their retrospective approval for the submission of the bid to the ‘Big 
Lottery’ for external funding. 

Section 3 

Contributions to CHASE 

This project will be able to contribute to:  

Children & Young People 

This project is aimed at increasing activity levels of children aged 5 to 11. 

Healthier Communities 

A study by the Centre for Transport Studies at the University College London found that: 

“Children get more physical activity from kicking a ball around in the park or playground than 
from PE lessons. The effort of unstructured play burns more calories than the average 70 
minutes a week of formal games that pupils get in schools”. 

The intention of the proposed project is to create more opportunities for children to play, by opening up 
school playing fields during the school holiday periods and have trained Play Rangers to work at the 
schools, in our Parks and Open Spaces therefore increase the opportunities children have for play and 
become more physically active. 

Access to Skills and Economic Development 

Through the scheme there is the potential to create up to 5 new part time Play Rangers jobs, a part 
time Senior Play Development Officer and also the delivery of training for existing staff and volunteers 
around play. 

Safer & Stronger Communities 
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Play provision in its most simplistic form can be viewed as diversionary activities or spaces. Playwork 
has been evidenced to have a huge impact on crime statistics by engaging children and young people 
in purposeful and enjoyable activities. It can also play a part in challenging and forming young people’s 
behaviour and views. The positive relationships and trust which can develop between Play Rangers 
and children can support improved behaviour in the long term. 

 

 

Environment 

Through play children and young people explore the physical and social environment, ideas and 
concepts and learn how to deal with situations that trouble or frighten them. 

Through play they develop self-confidence, a sense of themselves as individuals able to make choices; 
learn the connection between choice and consequence. In this they learn what cannot be explicitly 
taught. 

The best play provision is designed to offer children and young people access to this wide range of 
experience in settings which support acceptable level of risk. 

Play is satisfying to the child, creative for the child and freely chosen by the child. Play may involve or 
may not involve equipment, be boisterous and energetic or quiet and contemplative, be done with other 
people or on one's own, have an end product or not, be light hearted or very serious. 

We want to ensure that play opportunities are created that allow children and young people to explore, 
manipulate, experience and affect their environment within challenging settings, free from unacceptable 
levels of risk. Importance must always be given to the child's choice and control over their own 
experience. 

 

Section 4 

Section 17 Implications 

The addition of ‘Chase It’ - Play during the school holidays will give children alternative locations to play 
and also offer opportunities for diversionary activities. 

Section 5 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no Human Rights Act implications arising from this report.  

Section 6 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act arising from this report.  

Section 7 
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Risk Management Implications 

 Possible risks associated with a successful bid include: 

• Risk - That project funding costs are not controlled 

Control – Put in place commitment accounting procedures to ensure budgets are not 
overspent 

• Risk – An over reliance on external funding and the possibility of the scheme having to fold at 
the end of the funding stream. 

Control – If the scheme proves to be successful look to establish alternative funding 
sources e.g. Community & Learning Partnership as part of the extended schools 
agenda. 

Section 8 

Legal Implications  

The Council is empowered by Section 2 of the Local Government Act 2000 to take action to promote 
the social well-being and environmental well-being of the area and in so doing the Council must have 
regard to their community strategy. In submitting a bid for external funding to the Big Lottery to be spent 
on play the Council is exercising these powers. 

The submission of any valid bid for external funding to the Big Lottery will inevitably require the Council 
to comply with certain prescribed criteria. It is thus important that all pre-requisite conditions and all 
other applicable terms have been satisfied before retrospective consent is given. 

Section 9 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications as a result of this report. However should the Council approve 
permission to apply for funding from the Big Lottery and that bid be successful then a full financial 
appraisal for the allocation and spending areas for the funding would be brought to Council for approval 
in due course.  

 

Section 10 

Human Resource Implications 

 If successful there will be the potential to employ 1 part time senior Play Development Officer and 5 
part time Play Rangers for a period up to 3 years. 
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Section 11 

Conclusions 

That Cabinet Members note the potential impact that a successful scheme could have across the whole 
District for children during school holiday periods. 

Background Papers 

Draft Play Strategy 
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