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1

Purpose of Report

1.1

To consider the introduction of revised car parking management arrangements
in the car park to the rear of the Co-op in Anglesey Street, Hednesford to ensure
adequate car parking provision is maintained for visitors to Hednesford Town
Centre.

2

Recommendations

2.1

That approval is given to the principle of designating long-stay and short-stay
parking areas at the Council owned car park to the rear of the Co-op store in
Anglesey Street, Hednesford as illustrated on the plan at Appendix 1.

2.2

That implementation of the previously approved Parking Order be subject to
consultation which would include key stakeholders, such as Hednesford Town
Council, the Traders of Hednesford, Mid-Counties Co-op and users of the car
park.

2.3

That the Managing Director be authorised to take those actions necessary to
support the consultation process and the implementation of any subsequent car
park management arrangements, including the Parking Order and its
enforcement.

2.4

The Mid-Counties Co-op are informed of the proposals and advised to ensure
that the seven spaces adjacent to the car park entrance are secured and made
available for the exclusive use of their staff/customers.
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3

Key Issues and Reasons for Recommendation

3.1

In September 2016, Cabinet considered a report which recommended the
introduction of a Parking Order to limit the use of the Council’s car park to the
rear of the Co-op in Anglesey Street, Hednesford to no more than four hours
(minute 49 refers). The implementation of the Parking Order was subject to the
following:•

Public consultation.

•

The provision of adequate measures to control on-street parking.

•

The availability of appropriate long-stay parking provision within the town
centre.

3.2

As a result of the above the public consultation into the proposed Parking Order
has been held in abeyance until opportunities to ensure appropriate long-stay
parking provision within Hednesford Town Centre had been considered in more
detail.

3.3

Notwithstanding the bulk of the car parking capacity in Hednesford Town Centre
is on non-Council managed car parks, officers have identified that part of the
existing capacity at the car park to the rear of the Co-op in Anglesey Street could
be designated for long-stay parking purposes with the remainder becoming
available for short-stay parking and their use being enforced by the proposed
Parking Order (as per Appendix 1).

4

Relationship to Corporate Priorities

4.1

The Council’s Corporate Plan, adopted in 2015, aspires to lead the local
community to deliver better jobs and skills, more and better housing, cleaner and
safer environments and better health outcomes. With reference to town centres,
the Better Jobs and Skills element of the Plan includes a specific reference to
supporting attractive and competitive town centres to which this report provides
a positive response.

5

Report Detail

5.1

A report considered by Cabinet in September 2016 identified the context for the
proposed introduction of a Parking Order to ensure the availability of adequate
short-stay car parking capacity at the Council owned car park to the rear of the
Co-op store in Anglesey Street, Hednesford.

5.2

Cabinet approved the report (minute 49 refers) noting that the introduction of the
Parking Order would be subject to a number of provisos which included:-
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5.3

•

The outcome of public consultation.

•

The provision of adequate measures to control on-street parking.

•

The availability of appropriate
Hednesford Town Centre.

long-stay

parking

provision

within

Since September’s Cabinet meeting officers have given detailed consideration to
the most appropriate means of ensuring an appropriate supply of long-stay car
parking spaces within Hednesford Town Centre. Accordingly, the following three
locations have been considered:
Rugeley Road Car Park
Part of this car park is owned and managed by the Council. However, parking
provision in this location (45 spaces) is already subject to a Parking Order to limit
its use for short-stay parking only. There are no opportunities to increase the
size of the car park and therefore this option has been discounted.
Hednesford Station Car Park
The “official” station car park (61 spaces) is located further along Anglesey
Street immediately next to the Hednesford Ex-servicemen’s Club. It is already a
long-stay car park and is physically constrained which prevents its enlargement.
Therefore this option has also been discounted.
Car Park to the rear of the Co-op
This is the largest of the three locations under consideration and currently
provides 159 car parking spaces. It is heavily used for both long-stay and shortstay parking purposes as a result of its location to the rear of the Co-op store
and its proximity to the railway station and Market Street. As September’s
Cabinet report noted, it also serves as an “unofficial” car park for commuters
catching the train at Hednesford Station. The configuration of the car park was
changed about ten years ago which increased capacity. There is an opportunity
to increase capacity further if land currently owned by Network Rail could be
acquired. However, the Council does not have the resources necessary to
undertake the purchase and it is unclear if Network Rail would be willing to
dispose of it. Nevertheless, it is evident that it provides the best opportunity to
increase the supply of long-stay parking capacity on Council controlled car parks
and should be considered on this basis.

5.4

On the basis of the above it is suggested that the most cost-effective way of
“splitting” the car park to create separate long-stay and short-stay parking
provision is to allocate those spaces on three sides of the car park for long-stay
parking purposes (approximately 66 spaces) and the remainder (approximately
100 spaces) for short-stay car parking purposes (see Appendix 1). The longstay spaces would be distinguished by signage and the use of car parking
spaces in a different colour than white or yellow (disabled).

5.5

It is estimated that the costs associated with converting part of the car park for
long-stay use (re-lining and signage) would be approximately £5,500.00 these
costs could be covered from the remaining Hednesford Town Centre
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Regeneration Reserve budget. Additionally, the processes associated with
securing a Parking Order would need to be factored in to an overall cost. These
costs of approximately £1,000.00 can be covered from the existing car park
maintenance budget.
5.6

It should be noted that alternative methods of reconfiguring the car park to
create separate long-stay and short-stay areas have been considered but ruled
out due to the excessive costs associated with physically segregating the car
park. Such solutions would also have resulted in reduced overall capacity.

5.7

Accordingly, it is recommended that the previously approved consultation into
the proposed Parking Order should be extended in scope to also canvas
opinions on the proposed designation of specific parts of the car park for shortstay and long-stay car parking purposes. It is further proposed that the Parking
Order should be utilised to limit the use of short-stay spaces only to not more
than 4 hours as per the report to Cabinet of 22 September 2016.

5.8

It should be noted that the revised parking arrangements and the Parking Order
would be restricted to land in the Council’s ownership. Therefore, the seven
parking spaces and the loading bay located between the height restrictor and
Anglesey Street would not be included. This land is owned by Kenmare Estates
(part of Mid-Counties Co-op). It is suggested that the Co-op should take
appropriate steps to ensure these spaces for the exclusive use of its staff/
customers. Therefore, there will be no justification in issuing permits for the Coop as per minute 49.

5.9

Conclusion
As previously reported to Cabinet, the Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration
Programme has secured a marked increase in the number of visitors entering
the town centre each day. Whilst car parking provision is adequate, there are
times of day when demand can exceed supply in certain locations, especially the
Anglesey Street car park. The implementation of the previously approved
Parking Order could have resulted in the displacement of up to 100 vehicles per
day to alternative locations within Hednesford Town Centre which may have
consequences over which the Council would have little control. By increasing
the supply of long-stay spaces it is anticipated that displacement problems will
be minimised and a better balance will be struck between long-term and shortterm parking requirements.

6

Implications

6.1

Financial
The costs referred to in paragraph 5.5 can be met from existing budgets in 201617, as were the costs associated with the consultation exercise.
The cost of any future years maintenance will also need to be contained within
the existing car park maintenance budget.
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The Head of Economic Development has advised that there will be no additional
charges payable to Parking Services (SoTCC) as no additional staff will be
utilised for enforcement or back office functions.
There may be occasions where a minimal amount of additional income is
generated for the Council by way of penalties imposed on vehicles in breach of
the proposed Parking Order.
There are no further financial implications as a result of this report.
6.2

Legal
Off-street Parking Orders must be made following the procedure set out in the
Local Authorities Traffic Orders (Procedures) Regulations 1996 which sets out
consultation and advertisement requirements.

6.3

Human Resources
None.

6.4

Section 17 (Crime Prevention)
None.

6.5

Human Rights Act
None.

6.6

Data Protection
None.

6.7

Risk Management
Failure to increase designated long-stay car parking spaces on Council
controlled car parks would have knock-on effects on the local highway network
and private car parks, both of which the Council has no control over. The
Council are therefore taking appropriate steps to ensure that negative effects
from the introduction of the revised car park management arrangements are
minimised.
No specific arrangements will be required to respond to concerns previously
expressed regarding the Co-op store as both long-stay and short-stay spaces
are to be created and the store has seven spaces available for its exclusive use.

6.8

Equality & Diversity
None, as no special provisions are now required to respond to the concerns of
the Co-op.

6.9

Best Value
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There would be no additional cost to the Council as a consequence of the
revised proposals set out in this report. A very small amount of additional
income to the Council may be generated by virtue of penalties imposed on
vehicles in breach of the Parking Order. Thus the proposals should be viewed
positively in the context of best value.

7

Appendices to the Report
Appendix 1:

Map showing the designation of long-stay and short-stay
parking spaces, the latter controlled by a Parking Order.

Previous Consideration
Cabinet

22 September 2016

Background Papers
Cabinet 21 November 2013
Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration: Proposed Parking Order: Rugeley Road
Car Park
URS Infrastructure and Environment UK Limited
Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration: Anglesey Street Car Parking Study
Technical Report July 2014
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