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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

17 JULY 2008 

 REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF ORGANISATIONAL IMPROVEMENT  

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER - CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

WHITE ON BROWN SIGNS – APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO SPEND  

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To update Cabinet on progress to date, in respect of Capital project C596: White on Brown 
Signs. 

1.2 To seek approval for permission to spend £6,940 remaining in the capital programme budget, 
for Project C596 White on Brown signs.   

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That Cabinet notes progress to date, relating to the works undertaken to increase and improve 
directional signposting to leisure and tourism facilities within the district. 

2.2 That Cabinet grants permission to spend approval for project C596-white on brown signs.  

3. Reason for Recommendation and options considered 

3.1 The reason for the recommendation is that approval to spend will enable provision of good 
quality, extensive, signage to a range of cultural and tourism facilities within the district.  

3.2 Improved tourism signage is an ambition of the Cannock Chase Tourism Strategy and the 
Action Plan for the Staffordshire Destination Management Partnership. It will contribute to a 
positive visitor experience and enable effective tourist management, thus assisting in the 
provision of a more sustainable environment.  It will raise the profile of leisure facilities thus 
contributing to the visitor economy.  

3.3 Strategic placement will reduce “signage clutter”, improve traffic management, road safety and 
provide a positive image of the district for both residents and visitors. 

3.4 There is no other option available to provide a cohesive signage for the district. 

4. Key Issues 

4.1 An original sum of £10,000 was made available in the capital programme in 2003/4, for the roll-
out of white on brown advanced directional signing for leisure facilities across the district; poor 
signage having been identified by members of the LSP Culture and Tourism theme group.  
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4.2      Progress has been determined by the timetable of Staffordshire County Council (SCC), as the 
Highways Authority (by whom the works have to be approved and undertaken), and the 
production of the AONB management plan and the SCC draft signage strategy.  

4.3 Works, therefore, have had to be phased, with phase one completed in 2005. This comprised 
the replacement of old signs and new signage for leisure facilities in Cannock, Hednesford and 
Rugeley, at a total cost of £3,060. 

4.4 Progress of future phases has been delayed, due to planned changes to the highways, 
particularly around Rugeley, as part of the building of the new bypass, associated works 
including the downgrading of the old A51 to the A460, changes in the legislation applying to 
white on brown signs and a proposed County Council Signage Strategy.  

4.5 Staffordshire County Council, as the Highways Authority, has now completed signage for the 
new Rugeley bypass, which included new white on green advance directional signs for Rugeley 
Leisure Centre, at no cost to Cannock Chase Council.  Other directional signs, however, will 
still require funding by Cannock Chase Council. 

4.6 In Autumn 2007 Staffordshire County Council committed a capital sum for the preparation of a 
full advanced directional signing audit for Cannock. The audit identifies primary approach roads 
where signage needs replacing, enhancing or rationalising 

4.7       As a result of this audit, in April 2008 the County Council produced a draft signage strategy for 
advanced directional signing, which includes locations for leisure and tourism signage.  

4.8      The strategy contains schemes, which form part of the County Council’s capital programme for           
 2008, with Cannock Chase Council and other partners contributing to the scheme. 

4.9     Partners will include Cannock Chase Council with other tourism and service providers, many of          
whom have indicated willingness to contribute, as improved signage has also been identified as 
a high priority for them 

4.10 Partners contributions combined with the sum of £6,940 remaining in C596 and, additionally a                           
Section 106 sum of £10,000 specifically for tourism signposting in the district (held in the 
Access to Skills, Economic Development and Enterprise Portfolio) will ensure phased provision 
of new signs at strategic locations across the district.    

4.11 The scheme will be implemented on a cost per sign basis and the Highways team will design, 
produce and locate the number of signs available from within existing budget and any 
additional partnership funds made available to them. There will be no further call on Cannock 
Chase Council budgets   
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Section 1 

Background 

Over a period of time negotiations have taken place, between Cannock Chase and Staffordshire 
County Council officers, to ensure improvement of signage to leisure and tourism facilities.  

Through this collaboration, new signage has been phased in as part of other road schemes and 
whilst this has slowed down the process, it has resulted in better value for money, with reduced 
costs to Cannock Chase Council; signs have been introduced in a strategic manner reducing 
further replacement upon revision of road schemes. 

SCC Highways projects team have prepared a review of advanced directional signposting on 
principal (A numbered) roads in the Cannock Chase District. A sum of £50,000 has been identified 
from SCC for a range of signs – black on white, white on green etc., at appropriate locations.  

A sum of £6,940 is available in Cannock Chase Council’s capital programme, dependent upon 
Cabinet permission to spend, along with £10,000 of Section 106 funds to improve tourism signing.   

The scheme will be implemented on a cost per sign basis and the Highways team will produce a 
number of signs from within the existing budget and any additional partnership funds made 
available to them. There will be no further call on Cannock Chase Council budgets   

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered  

Permission to spend the £6,940 available in the 2008-09 capital programme for white on brown 
signs across the district.  

                   Section 3 

Contributions to CHASE 

The provision of good quality, extensive, signage to the wide range of cultural and tourism facilities 
within the district will contribute to a positive visitor experience and enable effective tourist 
management, thus assisting in the provision of a more sustainable environment.  
 
 It will raise the profile of leisure facilities thus contributing to the visitor economy. Strategic 
placement will also reduce “signage clutter”, improve traffic management, road safety and provide 
a positive image of the district for both residents and visitors. 

These benefits contribute directly to the Council’s vision for the district: 

By 2015, Cannock Chase District will be recognised as a place where everyone’s lives are 
enriched by a strong cultural identity, vibrant local economy and pride in the outstanding natural 
environment. 
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In addition improved tourism signage is an ambition of the Cannock Chase Tourism Strategy and 
the Action Plan for the Staffordshire Destination Management Partnership 

 

Section 4 

Section 17 Implications 

Staffordshire County Council as the Highways Authority will ensure that design and location of 
signs comply with statutory regulations. 

Section 5 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Human Rights Act 1998 arising from this 
report. 

Section 6 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act.  

Section 7 

Risk Management Implications 

Risk management will be undertaken by the Highways Authority and comply with legislation 
relating to location of signs within the highway.  All future maintenance and repair of signage will be 
the responsibility of Staffordshire County Council, as the Highways Authority.   

Section 8 

Legal Implications 

All signage must comply with the relevant legislation and regulations and any contractual 
arrangements entered into relating to the provision of the signage must confirm the same. Unless 
otherwise agreed, the maintenance and repair of the signage will be the responsibility of 
Staffordshire County Council, as the Highways Authority for the District. 

Section 9 

Financial Implications 

Council on 27th February 2008 approved a commitment of £6,940 for a scheme for “White on 
Brown Signs”, dependent upon Cabinet Approval of permission to spend.   
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Section 10 

Human Resource Implications  

There are no identified human resource implications arising from this report. 

               Section 11 

Conclusions 

That the recommendations at point 2 be approved. 

Background Papers 

None 

Annexes 

None 

Annex 1:  
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