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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

COUNCIL 

28 FEBRUARY 2007 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  SOCIAL INCLUSION AND HOUSING LEADER 

SCUTINY COMMITTEE’S VIEWS ON IMPROVING THE DWELLING MIX OF THE SOCIAL HOUSING 
STOCK 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To inform Council of Scrutiny Committee’s views on the disposal of certain vacant one-
bedroom bungalows and their replacement with alternative social housing to improve the mix of 
dwellings within the social housing stock in the Cannock Chase District. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That Council consider the views of Scrutiny Committee in determining its recommendations on 
improving the dwelling mix of the social housing stock. 

3. Views of Scrutiny Committee 

3.1 At their meeting of the 13 February 2007, Scrutiny Committee considered a detailed report on 
improving the dwelling mix of the social housing stock and following a lengthy debate 
recommended to support Cabinet’s recommendations: 

(A) That in order to improve the mix of dwellings within the social housing stock in the Cannock 
Chase District and, increase the availability of accommodation for families, Council be 
recommended:- 

(a) That vacant one-bedroom bungalows built before 1970 which have been offered and 
refused once are sold on the “open market” in accordance with the General Consents 
issued under the Housing Acts 1985 and 1988. 

(b) That on estates where similar one-bedroom bungalows were built before and 
immediately after 1970, all such vacant bungalows be offered for sale following one 
offer and refusal as detailed in the schedule attached as Annex 1. 

(c) That the vacant one-bedroom bungalows are disposed of for owner-occupation, either 
directly or following repair and improvement work on terms and conditions agreed by 
the Head of Planning and Regeneration. 

(d) That any potential sales to Registered Social Landlords for continued renting or to 
other organisations who wish to provide rented accommodation to households with a 
special need are considered by Cabinet, following receipt of further reports. 

(e) That in order that 100% of the capital receipts from the sale of vacant one-bedroom 
bungalows can be utilised for investment purposes, that Council determines that the 
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proceeds are used for the provision of affordable housing including improvements to 
the Council’s housing stock. 

(f) That a proportion of the capital receipts which are received from the sale of vacant one 
bedroom bungalows are used to provide grant funding to Registered Social Landlords 
to facilitate the provision of alternative, replacement social housing. 

(g) That Cabinet consider a further report regarding the form of the replacement social 
housing and the process for selecting Registered Social Landlord development 
partners. 

(h) That the £2,949,000 investment deficit in Housing Revenue Account Capital recourses 
forecast for the period 2007-2013 is met from the balance of estimated capital receipts 
which will be available, following the provision of grant funding to Registered Social 
Landlords. 

(i) That Cabinet give consideration to the options for further improving the Council’s 
housing stock through the use of the remaining balance of estimated capital receipts as 
part of the budget process for 2007-08 and future years. 

(j) That the proposed policy regarding the sale of vacant one-bedroom bungalows and 
their replacement with alternative social housing is reviewed as part of the 2007-08 Mid 
Year Review of the Housing Revenue Account. 

(B) That Council be recommended that one-bedroom bungalows built before 1970, as detailed in 
Annex 1 to the (original Council) report, be offered for sale to sitting tenants under the same 
terms and conditions as if they had the Right to Buy. 
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