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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

17TH JULY 2008 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF SERVICE IMPROVEMENT 

PORTFOLIO LEADER – HOUSING 

PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING CAPITAL PROGRAMME – APPROVAL TO SPEND 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek permission to spend and scheme approval for capital expenditure in 2009/10 and 
2010/11 for Private Sector Decent Homes Grants, and in 2008/9, 2009/10 and 2010/11 for 
Home Security Grants. The capital budget for these is included in the approved General Fund 
Capital Programme.  

2. Recommendations 

2.1  That approval is given to spend £61,000 for the Home Security grant programme over the 
next three years £20,000 in 2008-09, £20,000 in 2009-10 and £21,000 in 2010-11 in 
accordance with the Home Security Grant scheme outlined in this report. 

2.2 That approval is given to spend £1,202,595 on the continuation of the Decent Homes grant 
scheme for the financial years 2009-10 and 2010-11 totalling £602,595 in 2009-10 and 
£600,000 in 2010-11 in accordance with the scheme outlined in this report. 

3. Key Issues 

Home Security Grants 

3.1 The scheme assists local residents who have been burgled to have equipment installed and 
works undertaken to the property which will reduce the likelihood of further burglary in the 
future. 

3.2 As part of this activity £91,000 was provided in 2007 to support the grant scheme available. 
£30,000 was spent in the last financial year (2007/8), this supported 118 grants of varying 
amounts to local residents. Permission to spend and scheme approval is now sought for the 
remaining £61,000 over the next three financial years. 

 Private Sector Housing Decent Homes Grants 
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3.3 Members have already agreed to fund a grant scheme for the delivery of Decent Homes grants 
in the current financial year to the value of £296,050. This scheme is directed at properties 
within the District which do not meet reasonable standards, particularly related to their 
condition, effective insulation and adequate amenities. This funding was agreed as part of a 
package from central government coalfields property funds and Cannock Chase Council funds.  

3.4 As part of the ongoing commitment to ensure the private sector housing within the District 
meets decent homes and Housing Act standards, permission to spend and scheme approval is 
now sought for the next two financial years.  
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              Section 1 

Background 

Decent Homes Grants

The future allocation in the capital programme allows for the continuation of the decent homes scheme 
into the two following two financial years and aims to continue to improve standards in private property 
where residents are receiving means tested benefits. 

 The grant is aimed at dealing with serious problems affecting the occupiers use or occupation of the 
property (Category 1 hazards – Housing Act 2004), where the property does not have reasonable 
thermal comfort, so reducing the cost of heating and ultimately the cost of living in the house and where 
properties do not have reasonable standards inside the property. 

Work is currently underway implementing the scheme in the current financial year, with an expectation 
that grants will start to be approved during the latter part of June 2008 and that associated advertising 
and uptake will continue during the year to ensure effective use of the resources already available. 

Home Security Grants 2008/9 – 2010/11 

To enable payment of grants over the three years of the funding availability, the scheme will support 
expenditure to the value of £20,000 in the first two financial years and £21,000 in the third. This, on 
current costs (June 2008) will provide grant assistance to about 75 residents in each financial year. 

The grants are paid to residents who have been burgled and need to have improvements to the 
property to reduce the risk in the future. The referrals come from the local police in the first instance.  

Works which are carried out include upgrading of door and window locks, cameras and monitors, 
burglar alarms, door chains, kick panels, works to reinforce windows and doors, extra lighting, door 
viewers and similar works 

The grant payable is £400 for residents receiving means tested benefits and £300 where no benefits 
are claimed. The grant also acts as a catalyst, enabling residents to increase the level of security 
equipment installed, from their own resources; in many cases extra related work is undertaken as a 
result of the payment of the grant. 

               

               Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered 

This report seeks permission to spend from the approved capital programme and scheme approval as 
detailed in section1. 

               Section 3 

Contributions to CHASE 

Both schemes support the CHASE objectives by encouraging local residents to improve their housing, 
and reduction in the fear of crime. 
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  Section 4 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications 

Both schemes have direct links to the crime prevention implications, in the case of home security grants 
by reducing the fear of crime and supporting local residents who have been the victims of burglary, and 
in the case of the Decent Homes grants by improving the standards within accommodation in the 
private sector. 

               Section 5      

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no identified Human Rights Act implications arising from this report. 

                Section 6 

Data Protection Act Implications  

There are no identified Data Protection Act implications arising from this report.  

               Section 7 

Risk Management Implications  

The activities dealt with in this report have already been assessed and included in the service risk 
register. 

              Section 8 

Legal Implications  

The well being powers arising out of the Local Government Act 2000 allow for Local Authorities to give 
financial assistance if such assistance is likely to promote or improve economic, social or environmental 
well being in its area.  

               Section 9 

Financial Implications  

The budget approved in February 2008 included a commitment of £61,000 for the payment of home 
security grant for the period 2008-11.  It is requested to profile this budget £20,000 in 2008-09, £20,000 
in 2009-10 and £21,000 in 2010-11. 

The budget approved in February 2008 included a commitment of £1,202,595 for payment of private 
sector decent homes grant for the period 2008-11.  It is requested to profile this budget £602,595 in 
2009-10 and £600,000 in 2010-11. 

                         Section 10 

Human Resource Implications  

The delivery of the schemes dealt with in this report can be delivered from within existing resources. 
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             Section 11 

Conclusions 

Members are recommended to grant permission to spend and scheme approval as detailed in 
paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2. 

          Section 12 

Background Papers 

Cannock Chase Budget 2008/9 to 2010/11 – February 2008 

Cabinet Report  - June 2007 – Proposals to implement survey of decent homes standards in the District 

Cabinet report - Feb 2008  -  Outcome of decent homes survey and proposals for the implementation of 
a grant scheme to assist local residents 
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