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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

19 JULY 2012 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  HOUSING 

SECOND DOORS TO BUNGALOWS 

KEY DECISION – YES 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To consider introducing a further Second Doors to Bungalows Programme into 2012-13 
Housing Revenue Account Capital Programme following the receipt of further “second door” 
requests from tenants. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That a further Second Doors to Bungalows Programme is introduced into the 2012-13 Housing 
Revenue Account Capital Programme to provide second doors to “tenanted bungalows” which 
only have one door. 

2.2 That a budget of £10,000 is established within the 2012-13 Housing Revenue Capital 
Programme for the Second Doors to Bungalows Programme, funded through virement from the 
Housing Revenue Account capital contingency reserve. 

3. Summary (inc. brief overview of relevant background history) 

3.1 Cabinet on 17 September 2009 agreed to introduce a second doors to bungalows programme 
when the 2010-11 Housing Revenue Account Capital Programme was reviewed as part of the 
budget process.  An agreed two year Second Doors to Bungalows Programme for 2010-11 and 
2011-12 was subsequently agreed by Council on 24 February 2010. 

3.2 The implementation of this programme has resulted in the provision of 193 second doors to 
bungalows which were previously without this facility, at a cost of £344,000.  Prior to the 
implementation of this programme a further 8 second doors had been previously provided to 
bungalows as part of the 2009-10 External Envelope Works Programme, resulting in 201 
bungalows being provided with a second door. 

3.3 The initial agreed programme budgets were based on the results of a 2008 questionnaire 
survey of all tenants who lived in bungalows with one door.  This asked whether or not tenants 
wished to have a second door provided and as a result of this survey it was estimated that 177 
doors would need to be provided. 

3.4 However, having seen the benefits of the work which had been undertaken to neighbouring 
bungalows, a number of tenants “changed their mind” and asked for a second door to be 
provided.  As a result of this the number of second doors increased to 201 and Cabinet on 20 
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October 2011 and 21 June 2012 agreed to vire HRA capital resources to meet the consequent 
budgetary increase. 

3.5 A total of 77 bungalows do, however, remain without a second door and it is the Council’s 
policy to provide a second door to these bungalows when they become void.  The cost of this 
work is met from the agreed void properties (Decent Homes) budgets which form part of the 
agreed three year HRA Capital Programme for the period 2012-13 to 2014-15.  Three second 
doors to void properties have already been provided during the current financial year. 

3.6 However, since the agreed Second Doors to Bungalows Programme ended on 31 March 2012, 
two further requests have been received from “tenanted bungalows” for a second door to be 
provided.  There is, however, no provision within the agreed 2012-13 HRA Capital Programme 
to undertake this work. 

3.7 This report therefore considers the potential introduction of a further second doors to 
bungalows programme within the 2012-13 HRA Capital Programme to enable second doors to 
be provided in response to the two requests which have been received and any further 
requests received later in the financial year. 

4. Key Issues and Implications 

4.1 It is the Council’s policy to ensure all of its bungalows have two doors.  As a result in cases 
where tenants have refused a second door, this is subsequently provided when the bungalow 
becomes void.  The cost of this work is met from the Void Properties (Decent Homes) budgets 
which form part of the approved three year HRA Capital Programme for the period 2012-13 to 
2014-15. 

4.2 There is, however, no agreed budget within the approved three year HRA Capital Programme 
to provide second doors to tenanted bungalows. 

4.3 In accordance with the Council’s policy a second door will be provided to all bungalows at some 
time in the future.  As a consequence any additional expenditure to provide second doors to 
tenanted bungalows during 2012-13 will be compensated by savings in void costs in future 
years. 

4.4 It is therefore proposed that a budget of £10,000 is included within the 2012-13 HRA Capital 
Programme to reintroduce a Second Doors to Bungalows programme to tenanted bungalows 
during the current financial year.  This can be funded through virement from the £100,000 
contingency reserve which forms part of the agreed 2012-13 HRA Capital Programme. 

4.5 The average cost of providing a second door to a bungalow is estimated to be £1,800 and the 
proposed £10,000 budget would therefore enable five further bungalows to be provided with a 
second door during 2012-13. 

4.6 Subject to the proposed budget being agreed, second doors would be provided in accordance 
with the Second Doors to Bungalows Capital Scheme Service Standard agreed by Cabinet on 
19 March 2009, i.e. 

 (a) The choice (by the tenant) of a “combination frame” (door and window) or a patio door 
located in the rear bedroom/living room as appropriate. 
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 (b) The provision of steps and a handrail to provide access to the rear garden (where 
necessary).  Note in cases where a tenant requires wheelchair access a ramp will be 
provided. 

 (c) The provision of an external light. 

 (d) The relocation of the radiator and/or central heating pipework (where necessary). 

 (e) Renewal of skirting boards and associated re-plastering as required. 

 (f) Remedial work to rendering (where required). 

4.7 Scheme approval and permission to spend was previously granted in relation to the provision of 
Second Doors to Bungalows by Cabinet on 19 March 2009. 

5. Conclusion(s) and Reason(s) for the Recommendation(s) 

5.1 The Second Doors to Bungalows Programme ended on 31 March 2012.  However, two 
requests have subsequently been received from “tenanted bungalows” for a second door and 
further requests could be received later in the year. 

5.2 It is the Council’s policy to ensure all of its bungalows have two doors.  As a result in cases 
where tenants have refused a second door this is subsequently provided when the bungalow 
becomes void.  This work is met from the Void Properties (Decent Homes) budgets which form 
part of the approved three year HRA Capital Programme for the period 2012-13 to 2014-15. 

5.3 There is, however, no agreed budget within the approved three year HRA Capital Programme 
to provide second doors to tenanted bungalows. 

5.4 In accordance with the Council’s policy a second door will be provided to all bungalows at some 
time in the future.  As a consequence any additional expenditure to provide second doors to 
tenanted bungalows during 2012-13 will be compensated by savings in void costs in future 
years. 

5.5 It is therefore proposed that a budget of £10,000 is estimated within the 2012-13 HRA Capital 
Programme to reintroduce a Second Doors to Bungalows Programme to tenanted bungalows 
during the current financial year.  This can be funded through virement from the £100,000 
contingency reserve which forms part of the agreed 2012-13 HRA Capital Programme. 

6. Other Options Considered 

6.1 All tenants of bungalows which only have one door have previously been asked whether they 
wished to have a second door provided.  The requests are from tenants who initially refused 
the provision of a second door and it could therefore be decided not to introduce a further 
Second Doors to Bungalows Programme into the 2012-13 HRA Capital Programme. 

7. Report Author Details 

 Ian Tennant (Head of Housing) Ext. 4210 
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SCHEDULE OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

INDEX 

Contribution to Council Priorities Section 1 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement Section 2 

Financial Implications Section 3 

Legal Implications Section 4 

Human Resource Implications Section 5 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Section 6 

Human Rights Act Implications Section 7 

Data Protection Act Implications  Section 8 

Risk Management Implications  Section 9 

Equality and Diversity Implications Section 10 

List of Background Papers Section 11 

Report History Section 12 

Annexes to the Report i.e. copies of correspondence, plans etc. Annex 1, 2, 3 etc. 

 



  ENCLOSURE  13.5 

10-Second Doors to Bungalows-v1 Rpt Cab 190712   

Section 1 

Contribution to Council Priorities 

The continued provision of second doors to tenanted Council bungalows will contribute to the service 
aim to “improve and protect our parks, green spaces and living environment” which forms part of the 
agreed 2012-13 “Place” Priority Delivery Plan. 

Section 2 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement 

All tenants who live in bungalows with one door were consulted via a questionnaire survey in 2008.  
This asked whether or not tenants wished to have a second door provided. 

The Chase Tenants and Residents Federation support the continued provision of second doors to 
tenanted Council bungalows. 

Section 3 

Financial Implications 

The average cost of providing a second door to a bungalow is estimated to be £1,800. 

There is no agreed budget within the approved three year HRA Capital Programme for the period 2012-
13 to 2014-15 to provide second doors to tenanted bungalows. 

A contingency reserve of £100,000 does, however, form part of the agreed 2012-13 HRA Capital 
Programme.  It is therefore proposed that £10,000 of this is vired to establish a £10,000 budget within 
the 2012-13 HRA Capital Programme to introduce a further Second Doors to Bungalows Programme 
during the current financial year. 

Section 4 

Legal Implications 

The legal implications are set out throughout the report. 

Section 5 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no identified human resource implications arising from the report. 

Section 6 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications 

Appropriate security measures are provided as part of the “second doors to bungalows” service 
standard and as a result the further proposed programme would have no adverse implications for crime 
prevention. 
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Section 7 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no implications arising from the Human Rights Act associated with this report. 

Section 8 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act arising from this report. 

Section 9 

Risk Management Implications 

The provision of a second door to bungalows provides a further means of escape in the event of a fire. 

Section 10 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

The majority of the Council’s bungalows are occupied by the elderly or other vulnerable residents.  A 
number of these households have access difficulties and the provision of a second door has positive 
equality and diversity implications.  The agreed service standard also includes the provision of a ramp 
in cases where the tenant requires wheelchair access. 

Section 11 

List of Background Papers 

There are no background papers. 

Section 12 

Report History 

Second Doors to Council 
Bungalows 

Housing Policy Development 
Committee 

26 August 2008 
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Cabinet 
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Cabinet 
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Annexes 

There are no annexes. 

 


