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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

15 DECEMBER 2011 

REPORT OF HEAD OF PLANNING AND REGENERATION  

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

CANNOCK CHASE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

DESIGN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT: INFORMAL CONSULTATION ON 

CHARACTERISATION STUDY OF DISTRICT 

KEY DECISION – YES 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1      To consider the results of pre-draft consultation on a Characterisation Study of the District 
which will inform the forthcoming Design Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), a key 
guidance document forming part of the Local Development Framework and supporting 
Core Strategy policies in particular.  

 

2. Recommendation(s) 

2.1 That the ‘Summary of Consultation’ be adopted as an appropriate account of the 
consultation process undertaken for the pre-draft stage of the Design SPD. 

2.2 That the amended Characterisation Study 2011 be adopted as part of the Core Strategy 
Evidence Base and used to inform the preparation of the draft Design SPD. 

2.3 That the suggestions of buildings and structures to include on a ‘Local List’ received during 
consultation be added to previous suggestions and that Cabinet support preparation of a 
draft ‘Local List’. 

2.4 That the draft Design SPD and draft Local List be presented to a future Cabinet meeting to 
seek approval for public consultation. 

 

 
3. Summary (inc. brief overview of relevant background history)     

3.1 Supplementary Planning Documents seek to provide greater detail on the policies 
contained in Development Plan Documents, the most important of which is the Core 
Strategy.  They aim to assist the delivery of development by adding value to the 
assessment of development proposals and are subject to a process of consultation and 
engagement with relevant parties. The purpose of the Design SPD will be to guide the 
nature of new development in the District in coming years in a manner which best reflects 
and enhances main aspects of local distinctiveness and promote high quality design of 
buildings and spaces. It will therefore be a key document forming part of the Local 
Development Framework.  
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3.2        The first stage of preparation of the SPD has been to study the existing design character of 
different parts of the District to determine key features and to draw from this local design 
principles for each area to address the above aim. This Characterisation Study has been 
the subject of an informal consultation exercise, authorised via the Portfolio Leader, with a 
range of stakeholders including community groups, parish councils and workshops/focus 
groups with local residents and schools during 2010-11. 

 
3.3 The purpose of the informal consultation was to obtain early views on the work done to 

date and its progression.  Overall the work and suggested scope for the Design SPD was 
well supported and has provided useful feedback. The consultation responses have been 
used to refine the Characterisation Study including the Character Area descriptions. The 
next step will be to produce the draft Design SPD.  The character profiles will be updated 
in response to any comments made in future Design SPD consultation to ensure that they 
remain relevant and user-friendly in influencing development on the ground. 

 
3.4 The Characterisation Study aims to clearly portray the District’s local identity and sense of 

place. It consists of a District Design Profile; Character Types based upon period and type 
of development, landmark features and key views; identification of 20 distinct Character 
Areas across the District and consideration of opportunities for their enhancement. Copies 
of the Consultation Strategy and Characterisation Study will be available for Members prior 
to the meeting. 

 
3.5 The context for ensuring that local places are well designed and attractive to use by 

residents and visitors is formed by national best practice guidance and policy as well as 
Local Plan and Core Strategy policy. Existing local design guidance is some years old so 
the Design SPD will update this and elaborate the wider policy context, allowing a local 
dimension to be introduced to ensure places best reflect local qualities at a time when 
concerns are being expressed in the media at ‘anywhere’ architecture and the Government 
is introducing the ‘localism’ agenda. Many other local authorities are developing their own 
design guidance in response. 

 
3.6 As part of the Design SPD process a ‘Local List’ will be compiled of buildings and 

structures considered by the community to be of local architectural or historic importance 
in order to support design policies. Many buildings which are valued for their local historical 
associations or contribution to the local scene will not meet the criteria for statutory listing, 
where the emphasis is on national importance. Although Locally Listed buildings would not 
be subject to the same controls as statutory listed buildings, a ‘Local List’ provides the 
opportunity for the Council to recognise the significance of buildings important to the local 
community through Core Strategy policy and the development management process.  

 
3.7 The ‘Local List’ process was initiated in Cannock Chase District by Brereton and Ravenhill 

Parish Council a few years ago when it identified buildings and structures of interest in the 
Parish as part of the Parish Plan process after seeking the views of the local community on 
buildings they considered to be of most value to them. Public consultation on the Design 
SPD Characterisation Study allowed the opportunity to follow this up and several additional 
buildings around the District were suggested to include on a ‘Local List’. It is proposed to 
incorporate all these suggestions on a draft List which could be rolled out across the 
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District as resources permit and updated periodically. Draft criteria for candidates for the 
List so far, based upon architectural/historic/landscape/archaeological interest and a 
positive contribution to the local distinctiveness and heritage of the area, have evolved 
from criteria used by other local authorities, however ‘best practice’ guidance is expected 
from English Heritage shortly, following which the criteria will be fully defined. Emerging 
Core Strategy policy aims to support proposals affecting such buildings/structures where 
they conserve and enhance their significance. 

 
3.8 A photographic competition entitled ‘Picture That!’ was also held in early 2011 and 

publicised in the local press in an effort to engage the interest of the wider public in their 
surroundings by sending in photos of their favourite buildings or spaces. The winning entry 
focussed on Birches Valley, and although the number of entries was limited the results 
provided good feedback about valued aspects of the locality revealing preferences for 
different types of design and layout, desirability of trees and green space and the factors 
contributing to the attractiveness of local town centres. 

 
4. Key Issues and Implications 

4.1 Overall the work carried out in preparing the Characterisation Study work was largely 
supported by a range of different stakeholders with useful suggestions made to allow its 
refinement and useful comments made on the scope of the proposed Design SPD. The 
response demonstrates the relevance and accuracy of the work in the eyes of 
stakeholders.  

4.2 Work on a draft Design SPD informed by the Characterisation Study has commenced and 
work on a draft Local List will follow.  Both documents will be reported back to Cabinet to 
authorise formal consultation in due course.  

5. Conclusions and Reason(s) for the Recommendation(s) 

5.1      The Council has carried out an informal pre-draft consultation on a Characterisation Study 
of the District upon which useful responses have been received allowing refinement of the 
work and a valuable contribution to the Core Strategy Evidence Base. The refined Study 
will be used to inform preparation of the Design SPD and the suggestions of Local List 
buildings and structures will be added to existing suggestions to assist preparation of a 
draft Local List for the District.  

 
6.         Other Options Considered 

6.1 The preparation of the Characterisation Study was developed from a range of sources   
including national best practice guidance and other local surveys and assessments of the 
District to provide accurate evidence of local identity and sense of place. Its value in 
informing the forthcoming Design SPD will ensure that this statutory document is soundly 
based, maximising its validity and robustness as a tool for guiding the design of future 
development of buildings and spaces in the District in accordance with the necessary 
Planning legislation and regulations.  At this stage there are no alternative options to fulfil 
this function. 
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7. Report Author Details 

7.1        Antony Lancaster Planning Policy Manager 01543 464521 

             Angela Grove Senior Planner 01543 464517 
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SCHEDULE OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

INDEX 

Contribution to Council Priorities (i.e. Corporate Priorities) Section 1 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement Section 2 

Financial Implications  Section 3 

Legal Implications  Section 4 

Human Resource Implications Section 5 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention)  Section 6 

Human Rights Act Implications  Section 7 

Data Protection Act Implications Section 8 

Risk Management Implications Section 9 

Equality and Diversity Implications Section 10 

List of Background Papers Section 11 

Report History Section 12 

Annexes to the Report i.e. copies of correspondence, plans etc.  
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Section 1 

Contribution to Council Priorities (i.e. Corporate Plan) 

The Council has a statutory duty to prepare the Local Development Framework, the various 
components of which, including the Design SPD, will contribute towards achieving all of the 
CHASE objectives. 

Section 2 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement 

A key component of the Development Plan system is community involvement as a fundamental 
part of preparation of documents. 

Section 3 

Financial Implications 

This report has not yet been cleared by the Head of Financial Management; the following financial 
implications should therefore be considered as draft. 

Subject to any staff time in relation to the Characterisation Study of the District being contained 
within existing staff resources then there are no additional Financial Implications for the Council as 
result of this report.  

Section 4 

Legal Implications 

There are no direct legal implications arising from the report. 

Section 5 

Human Resource Implications 

The work will be carried out as part of the responsibilities of the Planning Service and there are no 
additional human resource implications in the report. 

Section 6 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) 

There are no identified implications arising from this report. 

Section 7 

Human Rights Act Implications 
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There are no identified implications in respect of the Human Rights Act 1998 arising from this 
report. 

Section 8 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act arising from this report. 

Section 9 

Risk Management Implications 

None identified 

Section 10 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

There are no identified implications in the report. 

Section 11 

List of Background Papers 

Design SPD Consultation Strategy  2011 

Cannock Chase Characterisation Study 2011                                                                                                                                          

Section 12 

Report History 
 
 
Annexes to Report 
 
 
 
 
 


