
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEATH HAYES, NORTON CANES AND RAWNSLEY COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST 2006 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

AT HAYES GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE, HEATH WAY, HEATH HAYES 
 
 

PRESENT:       Cannock Chase Council Forum Members
 
 Councillors: 
 
                                                 Butler, R.D. (Chairman) 

Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Vice-Chairman) 
                                      

 Mawle, D.L.     
 

 Cannock Chase Council Officers 
 
Mr. S.G. Brown, Chief Executive  
Mr. J.W. Heminsley, Planning Services Manager 
Mr. S. Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health 
Mrs. W. Rowe, Senior Committee Officer  
 
Also Present:- 
 
County Councillor S. Woodward 
Inspector M. Derrick, Staffordshire Police  
P.C. Dean Cooper, Staffordshire Police  
Representatives from the Press 
Local Residents (approximately 40) 

  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Beddows, C. Collis and Mrs. D.M. Todd).  
 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman  
  

Councillor R.D. Butler was appointed Chairman and Councillor Mrs. P.A. Ansell was appointed 
Vice-Chairman of the Forum for the forthcoming Municipal Year.  

  
2. Notes 
  
 The notes of the meeting held on 9 May 2006 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
3. Highways Issues 
  
 Resurfacing on Littleworth Road from Beaudesert View to Wimblebury Road 
  

Mr. Pape, local resident expressed concern that the resurfacing of this stretch of Littleworth 
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Road had not been undertaken despite several requests over the past few years.  Stephen 
Brown, Chief Executive, explained that John Debens, the Staffordshire County Council 
representative was unable to attend the meeting but had provided a statement regarding the 
current position.  The statement explained that there were no resources to undertake further 
resurfacing work on Littleworth Road in the current financial year.  Mr. Debens assured that 
pressure would be kept on the County Council to deal with this as a priority issue.  County 
Councillor S. Woodward advised that County Councillors would also maintain pressure on the 
County to endeavour to include Littleworth Road on the maintenance programme as soon as 
possible.  

  
 Parking of Vehicles on Public Footpaths
  
 Mr. Pape expressed concern regarding vehicles that were parking on the footpath along 

Littleworth Road causing pedestrians using wheelchairs or pushchairs to go onto the road.  
Although the Police had been advised the problem still persisted.  

  
 Stephen Brown read out the statement provided by Mr. Debens which explained that the 

Divisional Manager, Highways Management, had visited the site and Mr. Pape to explain what 
could and could not be done in relation to the issue raised.  

  
 Inspector Derrick advised that residents should inform the Police of the registration numbers of 

the vehicles parking on the footpaths and, in the first instance, warning letters could be sent to 
the owners.  If the cars continued to park on the footpaths enforcement action could be taken 
against the owners.  

  
 He further advised that, as part of Littleworth Road came under the jurisdiction of Rugeley 

Police, the relevant information would be passed on to Inspector Dave Timmins.  
  
4. Police Issues  
  
 Mr. Pape raised the issue of attendance of Local Police at Forum Meetings.  Inspector Matt 

Derrick expressed his concern that a Police representative had not been attending Forum 
Meetings.  He saw the Forums as an opportunity to engage with the public and was keen that 
Police representatives attended this and other Forum Meetings.  He requested that any Police 
issues be placed at the beginning of the agenda for Forum meeting. 

  
5. Wind Farms – Update  
  
 Mr. Heminsley explained that this issue had been discussed in detail at the previous meeting.  

As no planning application had been submitted and no further communication had taken place 
with the company there was nothing further to add to the information provided at the last 
meeting.  

  
6. Hednesford Raceway  
  
 Mrs. Barratt, a local resident, explained that the Rawnsley and Hazel Slade Community 

Association had provided Mr. Bond of Incarace with a list of issues of concern.  These 
included:- 

  
 • To turn the tannoys off during the races 
 • The unreasonable frequency of meetings – 5 in 6 weeks 
 • The practice sessions on Saturday, between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. in addition to the race day 
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on Sunday – suggestion that practices be held on the same day as the race days.  
  
 She explained that nothing had been achieved following the list of concerns submitted to the 

Raceway.  There was now further concern that truck racing and a caravan destruction derby 
were planned at the Raceway and that 21 meetings were planned rather than the 20 allowed.  
The Raceway had not responded to these concerns and the District Council had not 
intervened.  

  
 County Councillor S. Woodward stated that although it had been suggested to the Raceway 

that a newsletter be produced this had not happened.  She considered that the Liaison 
Committee which had previously been established was a useful forum for residents to discuss 
their concerns and it would be beneficial if this was re-introduced. 

  
 Steve Shilvock, Head of Environmental Health, explained that there was a Code of Practice 

which outlined the events allowed at the Raceway and the list of conditions that were imposed.  
He confirmed that the Raceway were allowed 20 meetings within a 12 month period.  In all 
cases the practices were held the day before.  The Environmental Protection Team would be 
investigating the truck and caravan events to assess the overall effect of noise and safety of 
employees and spectators.  

  
 He stated that Environmental Health had received 2 complaints in the last 12 months 

regarding noise.  In addition, an event in January had caused parking congestion on the 
surrounding roads.  The Police had attended and penalty tickets issued.  

  
 Mrs. Barratt stated that noise monitoring had previously taken place but the results were not 

made public.  She considered further monitoring and liaison with residents was necessary.  
  
 Steve Shilvock confirmed that when the noise monitoring had been undertaken it had been 

carried out in various locations.  He further explained that a statutory nuisance had not been 
established and therefore no formal action could be taken.   

  
 It was requested that a further monitoring exercise be undertaken and the results be made 

public.  Steve Shilvock confirmed that in view of the concerns raised further monitoring would 
be undertaken and the results made available.  

  
7. Land near to Five Ways Island and North end of North Canes – Does the Council have 

any proposals to allow track bikes to use this land? 
  
 Mr. Wylie, a local resident explained that he had recently moved to the area and had noticed 

that track bikes had been using the land in question.  He was concerned that the use of the 
bikes on the land would become acceptable.  He noted it had been mentioned at the last 
meeting that there was a need to locate an area of land for the use of off-road bikes.  

  
 Steve Shilvock stated that he understood that the land was owned by British Coal and he was 

not aware that permission had been given for the use of track bikes on the land.  He noted that 
the land in question was easily accessible.  He would investigate the issue to confirm 
ownership.  

  
 He explained that the use of off-road bikes was an issue throughout the District and there was 

concern regarding the noise nuisance and the public safety aspect. 
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 Inspector Derrick stated that he was not aware that off-road bikes were being used in this 
area.  There was legislation to seize unlicensed bikes and bikes being used in an unsociable 
manner.  Officers would now monitor the situation and liaise with Environmental Health to 
address this issue.  It was explained that it may be possible to undertake a week long 
operation using Officers from the West Midlands force to assist.  A long-term solution to this 
problem was needed as the bikes would be dispersed elsewhere in the district if they were 
stopped from using this area of land.  

  
 The Chairman suggested that an update be provided at the next meeting of the Forum 

regarding this issue.  
  
 In response to a resident querying the use of the land at Newlands Lane by off-road bikes  

Mr. Heminsley reported that the land at Newlands Lane which was run by Staffordshire County 
Council had a temporary use granted for scrambling events.  However, as the Poplars Landfill 
site was getting closer to the land, the use had now come to an end.  

  
8. Residents concerns regarding proposed Skate Park at Meadow Way 
  
 Mr. Clayton, a local resident raised concern regarding the siting of the skate park in close 

proximity to a residential area.  Residents were concerned regarding a number of issues 
including the following:- 

  
 • The danger to young persons through intimidation by older youths using the play area.  
  
 • The possibility of children running out of the play area onto the road which was a bus 

route.  
  
 • Other areas of recreation were considered more important than skate-boarding, i.e. 

football, tennis, cricket. 
  
 The Chairman stated that the planning application for the play areas was due to be considered 

at the Planning Control Committee on Wednesday, 23 August 2006.  Members of the 
Committee were undertaking a site visit of the play areas prior to considering the application.  
He explained that members of the public were welcome to attend the meeting as observers.  

  
 Mr. John Heminsley confirmed that Members would give consideration to the Officer’s report 

on the planning application at the Planning Control Committee next week and following the site 
visit a decision would be made.  The agenda for the meeting was available tomorrow and the 
press would be given a copy.  He confirmed that the planning application sought consent to 
provide new play facilities at Meadow Way and Hayes Way play areas as follows:-  

  
 • Meadow Way – to replace 2 worn out equipped areas with new play equipment, together 

with a central area outlined for inline skating and skate-boarding. 
  
 • Hayes Way – to replace a small play area which has no equipment with a new toddler play 

area and space for informal play.  
  
 He explained that there was a system which allowed up to 2 residents to speak in connection 

with an application at the Planning Control Committee.  He confirmed that 2 residents had 
already requested to speak at the meeting next week.  Members of the Committee would listen 
to the representations made and consider the Officers report before making their decision.  

  

Heath Hayes, Norton Canes & Rawnsley Forum 150806       



 Although it was explained consultation had been undertaken with residents, a number of 
residents stated that they had not been consulted with regard to the provision of these play 
areas.  

  
 Arising from the debate the following issues were raised:- 
  
 • The additional traffic issues that may arise by visitors to the play areas 
 • There was no evidence of demand for the play areas  
 • The community considered that a safe area for their children to use was required and a 

skate park was not wanted 
 • The issue of broken  glass/bottles on the play area  
 • That more children enjoyed playing football than using a skate board.  
  
 County Councillor S. Woodward stated that the specified areas were not the appropriate sites 

to locate the play equipment being suggested.  Residents wanted the play areas to be 
maintained and acknowledged there was a need for leisure facilities to be provided.  However, 
the proposal was not wanted by the community at the locations specified as they were too 
close to residential properties.  She hoped that all the views would be considered by the 
Planning Control Committee.  

  
 Residents were advised that the Planning Control Committee would decide whether the 

scheme went ahead.  All the views of objectors would be considered prior to a decision being 
made.  

  
9. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings  
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that forms were available for completion for items to be 

included on the agenda for the next meeting.  
  
 The following item was requested during the meeting:- 
  
 • Update on the use of off-road bikes on the land near to Five Ways Island and North end of 

Norton Canes.  
  
10. Dates of Future Meetings  
  
 The Chairman advised that Forum meetings had been arranged as follows:- 
  
 Monday, 13 November 2006 – The Theatre, Norton Canes High School  
 Monday, 5 February 2007 – Wimblebury Community Centre  
 Monday, 14 May 2007 – venue to be arranged  
  
 He confirmed that these dates would be published in the press.  
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