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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

 28 APRIL 2011 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 

SECTION 106 ENVIRONMENTAL SCHEMES CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2011-12 

KEY DECISION – (YES) 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Members’ approval for the expenditure of the 
2011-12 Section 106 Capital Programme. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That Members grant permission to spend on the capital schemes detailed in Annex 1. 

2.2 That Members note the revised scheme for the paddling pool at Ravenhill funded from 
specific S.106 funds. 

3. Summary (inc. brief overview of relevant background history) 

3.1 The Section 106 Capital Programme for the years 2011-12 to 2013-14 was approved    
by Council on 16 February 2011. 

3.2 The report also included a number of schemes that were legally committed to ongoing 
revenue implications and these have already been allocated as non capital items in 
Annex 1. 

3.3 Schemes less than £20,000 are not deemed as capital under the Council’s Financial 
Regulations.  

3.4 It should be noted that the values in the Section 106 are derived from the size and type 
of the development(s) and not necessarily the amount of work that is actually required 
in the scheme. 

4. Key Issues and Implications 

4.2 The schemes have been added to the Section 106 programme for 2011-12 but as yet 
cannot be brought into the budget until a scheme has been formulated and approved 
by Cabinet. 
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4.3 SCHEME DETAILS 

 Footpath Improvements – whilst many of the main parks do have metalled surfacing 
many are worn out and need replacing, repairing or removing altogether. In the case of 
Hednesford Park, the Chase Heritage Trail has improved access in and out of the site 
but not through the site.  The funding for Hednesford Park is therefore specifically to lay 
out the access off the Rugeley Road and resurface paths which join up with the 
Heritage Trail.  It is envisaged that these works will not commence until the park 
improvement works associated with the Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration are 
complete. 

 Refurbish paddling pool, Ravenhill Park – the paddling pool has been in operation for 
over 10 years since its last refurbishment and the underlying surface of the pool is no 
longer waterproof.  It is anticipated that all of the existing surface will be stripped back 
to the original base layer, the area waterproofed, re-plastered and repainted.  There are 
insufficient funds to complete this work as in the previous Section 106 programme and 
for this reason additional funding is requested as part of this report. 

 Playground refurbishment, Various Sites – this work will concentrate on the 
refurbishment of safety surfacing, replacement or repairs to existing equipment and dog 
proof fencing. 

 At certain sites this will include increasing the footprint of the existing play areas at 
Betty’s Lane and Chapel Street in Norton Canes.  This will be necessary because of 
the proposed housing developments in that area. 

 Laburnum Avenue – it is proposed to replace the football pitch with a multi-use game 
area (MUGA).  This was a specific Section 106 commuted sum as a result of the loss of 
a private football pitch in Watling Street. 

 Arthur Street – this play area was refurbished in 2010 with the new play area being 
relocated to the middle of the public open space.  When this scheme was approved by 
Cabinet on 21 August 2008 it was requested that subject to funding a network of 
footpaths be developed on this open space including linking up with existing footpaths 
in the vicinity of the Brickworks Nature Reserve to the west of the site. 

 Tree planting – there are a number of specific tree planting Section 106 Agreements 
that need approval to spend, albeit not actually capital sums. 

 Norton Canes Recreation Ground – it is intended to refurbish the existing MUGA and 
play area on this site. 

  

5. Conclusion(s) and Reason(s) for the Recommendation(s) 

5.1 The District continues to suffer from a number of outdated public open spaces which 
have attracted funding for improvement. 

5.2 A number of the sites which have attracted funding are extremely popular with the 
public and are in need of the investment targeted by the Section 106 Capital 
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Programme.  Although the majority of funding is financed by Section 106 some of the 
schemes have also been financed by the Council’s Capital Programme. 

5.3 Three of the parks in the programme have 10 year Management Plans approved by 
Cabinet, a pre-requisite for obtaining Green Flag Awards. 

5.4 The intention of the Section 106 programme is to ensure that the schemes are 
undertaken in accordance with the legal obligations entered into by the Council and 
ensuring any payback period of the funding is observed. 

6. Other Options Considered 

6.1 As much of the funding for these schemes are legally binding agreements no other 
options have been considered. In any event, some of the schemes do have pay back 
clauses attached to them. 

7. Report Author Details 

 Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager, ext. 4482 
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SCHEDULE OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

INDEX 

Contribution to Council Priorities (i.e. CHASE, Corporate Priorities) Section 1 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement Section 2 

Financial Implications Section 3 

Legal Implications Section 4 

Human Resource Implications Section 5 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Section 6 

Human Rights Act Implications Section 7 

Data Protection Act Implications  Section 8 

Risk Management Implications  Section 9 

Equality and Diversity Implications Section 10 

List of Background Papers Section 11 

Report History Section 12 

Annexes to the Report i.e. copies of correspondence, plans etc. Annex 1, 2, 3 etc. 
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Section 1 

Contribution to Council Priorities (i.e. CHASE, Corporate Priorities) 

The report deals with ongoing capital revenue works on Council owned projects as approved by Council 
within the objectives of CHASE. 

Section 2 

Contribution to Promoting Community Engagement 

Greenspaces provide important spaces for people to meet, either informally or formally with others in 
their local community.   Evidence suggests that if the full range of potential benefits of greenspace is to 
be achieved by society, a socially inclusive approach to design, layout and maintenance is required.  It 
is important not to under estimate the role that greenspace and greenspace projects can play in 
community cohesion especially as they help to address barriers within and between communities.  
Community Safety – research has shown that certain groups have greater concern over safety when 
using streetscene facilities. Such concern may be largely addressed by CCTV surveillance and the 
public recognise and welcome the benefits of such systems.  In particular, parks and open spaces 
contribute to social cohesion which can, in turn, contribute to increased safety.  Although community 
safety research is relatively limited it is known that the quality of greenspace is often linked to the 
community’s perceptions of it. Ensuring Greenspaces are well maintained and well laid out clearly 
encourage community engagement.   

Section 3 

Financial Implications 

The schemes submitted for permission to spend are detailed in Annex 1.Schemes £20k and over, if 
approved, will be incurred through the S.106 capital programme. 

Section 4 

Legal Implications 

The Council enters into obligations under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended) with persons interested in a piece of land and are intended to make acceptable development 
which would otherwise be unacceptable in planning terms, e.g. require that a proportion of housing is 
affordable or secure a financial contribution from a developer to compensate for loss created by a 
development such as loss of open space.  The money paid to the Council must be used for the 
purposes set out in the Section 106 obligation. 

Section 5 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no identified Human Resource Implications. 

Section 6 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) 
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The Council is obliged to consider activities which may lead to a reduction in crime in the district.  It is 
considered that works being carried out to improve facilities in the Cannock Chase District area meets 
this obligation.  In those areas where teen shelters are being installed there is a proven reduction in 
ASB from youths. 

Section 7 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Human Rights Act 1998 arising from this report. 

Section 8 

Data Protection Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act. 

Section 9 

Risk Management Implications 

The risk to the Section 106 programme has been addressed by having a budget process which only 
allows spend when Cabinet has considered scheme content and resources. 

Section 10 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

Parks, open spaces and countryside play an important role in the quality of people’s lives and it is 
important that all users can access such sites. There is a clear linkage between public open space, free 
at point of entry and the Council’s Equality and Diversity Strategy. 

Section 11 

List of Background Papers 

Capital Programme 2012 – 2013 

                                                                                                                                                  Section 12 

Report History 

 

 

Annexes 
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Annex 1 Section 106 Programme 2011-13 Approved at Council on 16 February 2011 plus revised 
funding in respect of Ravenhill Paddling Pool. 
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Cannock Chase Council    

     

Section 106 Capital Programme    

     

2011-12 to 2013-14    

     

    

 £       

Capital     

Multi Use Games Area Laburnum Avenue 112,430    

Hednesford Park Footpaths 26,120    

Pitch Drainage Newlands Lane 46,470    

District Wide Tree Planting 20,220    

Arthur Street Pathways 22,700    

Hednesford Park Footpaths 22,510    

Refurbish Paddling Pool Ravenhill Park 66,760    

Playground Refurbish Hednesford Park 20,290    

Total 

 

337,500    

    

     

Schemes are exclusive of project management costs. 

     
 

 

  


