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CANNOCK CHASE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
CABINET 

19 JUNE 2008 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ORGANISATIONAL IMPROVEMENT 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER – CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 
OLD HEDNESFORD PARKLAND 

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO SPEND 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

 To update Cabinet of progress to date in respect of the plans to improve the public open space at 
Old Hednesford Parkland. 

 To seek approval for permission to spend in relation to this area of public open space. 

 

2.  Recommendations 

 
2.1 That Cabinet note the current progress position relating to proposed improvements to the Old 
Hednesford Parkland public open space. 

2.2 That, subject to the cost of the project being within budgetary provision, Cabinet grants 
permission to spend approval for this scheme as outlined in the report. 

 

3. Key Issues 

3.1 The project to improve the public open space at Old Hednesford Parkland was included in the 
Leaders Speech on 27 February 2008, and as such is included in the Councils’ Capital Programme 
for 2008-09. 

3.2 Details of cost estimates have been prepared in respect of all aspects of the improvements and 
associated landscaping, and are indicative that costs will be within budget, as detailed in Annex 1. 

3.3 A range of consultation has been undertaken over a period of time with Members, Officers, outside 
agencies and members of the public across all age ranges, from which plans were altered 
accordingly at each stage of the consultation. Originally a range of major developments phased 
over 3 years were proposed for this area. However Cabinet of 22 January 2008 resolved that the 
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scheme in this format should not be implemented, and approved an alternative scheme, as a result 
of consultation feedback. 

3.4 As detailed in the Report to Cabinet of 22 January 2008, the scheme has been revised to provide 
an environmental upgrade of the entire site, and now includes: 

- watercourse cleaning; 

- repairs to footbridge crossing points; 

- improvements to footpaths across the site; 

- provision of natural seating; 

- installation of 5-a-side goal posts; 

- improvements to signage; 

- improvements to, and cleaning of the underpass, linking to an arts project, and potentially also 
to project work with the Kingsmead Community Learning Partnership. 

Improvements have already taken place during March, April and May 2008 as a result of 
watercourse clearing and litter removal which has been planned, funded and led by the engineering 
section based at the Depot.  

3.5 Subject to approval of this report, works are scheduled to commence in June 2008, and are likely to 
be completed by December 2008. 

3.6 Procurement of services to deliver this scheme will be fully compliant with contract rules and 
regulations (please also see Section 8 below). 

3.7 This scheme will also benefit significantly from the Safer Routes to Schools initiative which is 
procured, designed, provided and funded directly from Staffordshire County Council. Their latest 
estimate at the time of writing this report is in the region of £35,000.  
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REPORT INDEX 

Background Section 1 

Details of Matters to be Considered i.e. Options Considered,  
Outcome of Consultations etc. 

Section 2 

Contribution to CHASE Section 3 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications Section 4 

Human Rights Act Implications Section 5 

Data Protection Act Implications Section 6 

Risk Management Implications Section 7 

Legal Implications Section 8 

Financial Implications Section 9 

Human Rights Act Implications Section 10 

Conclusions Section 11 

List of Background Papers Section 12 

Annexes to the Report:     - Summary of Future Costs Annex 1 
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Section 1 

Background 

Old Hednesford Parkland has been a priority for investment by Cannock Chase District Council. A 
range of consultation activity has taken place resulting in the current alternative environmentally based 
proposal.  

Proposals include links to an Arts project involving pupils and a teacher from Kingsmead Technology 
College. The site would also form part of the “Chase It” scheme, providing a venue for football coaching 
during the summer. Further detail of the proposals is reproduced within the body of the report above. 

 
               Section 2 
Details of Matters to be Considered 

These are also outlined within the body of the report above. 

 

Section 3 

Contribution to CHASE 

These improved facilities will enhance the development of physical and social skills through play for 
children and young people, and thus their potential for achievement. Greater use will be enabled by 
various age groups within the community, supporting the aim of the Council to develop a healthier and 
more active community. 

Culture is sustained and developed through the provision of opportunity for expression participation in 
developing and challenging communities. 

Supporting Healthier Communities, Housing and Older People, improved access to good quality open 
space will have a positive impact on mental health leading to improved community health and well 
being. Included will be features to enhance the feeling of safety and inclusion as suggested from 
guidance and advice provided by Staffordshire Police. 

 

Section 4 

Section 17 Implications 

Consultation has taken place with the appropriate Architectural Liaison Officer from Staffordshire 
Police, and their recommendations are incorporated as appropriate. 

The alternative scheme now proposed does address some of the concerns perceived in respect of anti 
social behaviour, and creates new opportunities for structured activities on the site. 

Anti-social behaviour was a key concern of residents who live near this site as evidenced from the 
consultation feedback. 
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Section 5 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Human Rights Act 1998 arising from this report. 

 

Section 6 

Data Protection Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act. 

Section 7 

Risk Management Implications 

Health and Safety aspects are considered very seriously and are taken into account within the scheme 
designs themselves.  

In general terms, the current risk to the Council is of existing Capital and Section 106 Programme 
schemes not being delivered within time.   

Section 8 

Legal Implications 

Given the allocated budgetary provision for this project the Council must comply with its Contract 
Procurement Rules and tender the contract. Failure to do so could result in the Council being 
challenged in respect of any contract entered into which could result in penalties being imposed upon 
the Council.  

The Council has approved the requisite improvements, associated works and funding. Cabinet approval 
is however required to expend the funds allocated to undertake and complete the improvements and 
associated works. 

Once a formal agreement is entered into with a contractor to construct and deliver the project, the 
Council will be under a legal obligation to undertake all its obligations under the contract which shall 
include the payment any sums owed where the contract has been correctly performed. 
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Section 9 

Financial Implications 

Council on 27 February 2008 approved a commitment in the General Fund capital programme of 
£87,980  and a commitment of £9,400 in the S106 capital programme both of which are funded from 
Section 106 contributions which have already been received by the Council.  The costs will need to be 
contained within the total funding available of £97,380.  The total scheme cost is estimated to be 
£87,900,  with £9,900 spent in 2007-08, and the balance of funding will be used for future maintenance.  
There is an additional amount of £25,370 in a separate S106 Account which will also be allocated to the 
scheme for future maintenance. 

 

Section 10 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no additional Human Resource implications arising from this report.  

 

Section 11 

Conclusions 

That the recommendations at point 2 be approved.  

 

Section 12 

Background Papers 

Report to Cabinet of 22 January 2008 “Old Hednesford Parkland”. 

Statement by the Leader of the Council – 27 February 2008. 

Development plans and consultation materials relating to Old Hednesford Parkland. 

Consultation responses (questionnaires and letters). 

 

Annexes 

As referred to above, Annex 1 summarises the estimated future costs of the proposals. 
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ANNEX 1 

 

 

Old Hednesford Parkland Summary of Future Costs 

 

         £      

(1) Breedon Gravel Footpath Works  21,127.74  

(2) Cut back vegetation 9,382.60  

(3) Artwork including graffiti removal  4,500.00  

(4)Litter Collection  5,227.82  

(5) Fence & Bridge Repairs  8,550.00  

(6) Cultivate & Seed  3,247.20  

(7) Seats Bins  6,625.00  

(8) Tree Planting  6,000.00  

Sub Total  64,660.36  

Contingency 10%  6,466.04  

Sub Total  71126.40 

Further Fees 10%  7112.64 

Sub Total   78,239.04 

Commuted Sum – Contribution Towards Future 
Maintenance 

 9,740.96  

TOTALS  87,980 

 

. 
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