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CANNOCK CHASE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
CABINET 

21 AUGUST, 2008 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ORGANISATIONAL IMPROVEMENT 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER – CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 
REPROVISION OF FORMER SANDY LANE PLAY AREA, RUGELEY 

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO SPEND 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

 To update Cabinet of progress to date in respect of the plans to relocate the former Sandy Lane, 
Rugeley play area. 

 To seek approval for permission to spend in relation to the proposals to relocate the facility to the 
site of the Rugeley Leisure Centre complex. 

2.  Recommendations 

 
2.1 That Cabinet note the current position relating to the proposed relocation of the former Sandy 
Lane, Rugeley play area. 

2.2 That Cabinet approves the proposal to relocate the facility on the site of the Rugeley Leisure 
Centre complex.  

2.2 That authorisation is given to develop and cost an option within budgetary provision and, 
subject to public consultation and the granting of planning permission, grants permission to spend 
approval for this scheme as outlined in the report. 

 

 

3. Key Issues 

3.1 The play area located at Sandy Lane, Rugeley was “lost” as part of the development of the new 
Sandy Lane Health Centre. 

3.2 As part of this development project negotiations took place and a Section 106 Agreement was 
agreed and put in place to contribute towards the relocation of said play facilities. 
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3.3 Following the completion of the new Rugeley Swimming Pool adjacent to Rugeley Leisure Centre it 
is now possible to progress the construction of the proposed relocated play area. 

3.4 For information a draft project plan is reproduced at Annex 3. 

3.5 The Parks and Open Spaces Manager advises that a commuted sum may be required for future 
maintenance of the site. This will be reviewed when a more detailed proposal is available. 
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REPORT INDEX 

Background Section 1 

Details of Matters to be Considered i.e. Options Considered,  
Outcome of Consultations etc. 

Section 2 

Contribution to CHASE Section 3 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications Section 4 

Human Rights Act Implications Section 5 

Data Protection Act Implications Section 6 

Risk Management Implications Section 7 

Legal Implications Section 8 

Financial Implications Section 9 

Human Rights Act Implications Section 10 

Conclusions Section 11 

List of Background Papers Section 12 

     

- New Site Location Options  

- Proposed Outline  – Rugeley Leisure Centre Complex   

- Draft Project Plan  

- Examples of Typical Play Equipment suitable for this Site 

 

 

Annex 1 

Annex 2 

Annex 3 

Annex 4 
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Section 1 

Background 

In October 2005, a developer contributed £66,720 towards the provision of a replacement play area 
facility for that which was originally located at Sandy Lane, Rugeley, this sum being available to spend 
for a period of up to ten years. 

During October 2006 Ward Members considered options within the vicinity of the original play area 
location to develop these new facilities.  These are reproduced at Annex 1, together with the related 
pros and cons for each site.  From these it can be seen that the favoured site was within the grounds of 
the Rugeley Leisure Centre complex in Burnthill Lane.    

It was considered prudent to delay the commencement of the play area scheme until the construction of 
the new Rugeley Swimming Pool being undertaken at that time adjacent to Rugeley Leisure Centre was 
complete. This was primarily due to risks of additional play construction contractors conflicting with the 
core pool construction work.  Also, had the new play area equipment been installed at that time it would 
have not been accessible by local youngsters due to various Health and Safety risks associated by 
being located within a “live” building site.  Additionally there was the possibility of damage to any new 
equipment installed, as it would be in the vicinity of large operational construction plant and equipment. 

The new Rugeley Swimming Pool was handed over on 23 July, 2008.     

 

Public Consultation – As per normal practice and in order to compile the Design and Access Statement 
required for the planning application, detailed consultation with the general public will be necessary. 

However, it is proposed to address this slightly differently in this case, since the proposed new play 
areas physical location - set adjacent to the Artificial Turf Pitch and opposite the extended Fitness Suite 
- should not be a concern to local residents from a nuisance perspective.   Please refer to outline plan, 
Annex 2. 

Therefore it is the core play area equipment content and related layout which will be the prime 
consultation drivers.  Notwithstanding the above, there will still be the opportunity for local residents and 
young people to comment in free-form style at the planned consultation event, so any other material 
concerns can be reported back to Cabinet should these arise.  Typically, examples of the type of new 
equipment which may comprise the core element of the scheme are detailed at Annex 4.  

It is envisaged that the provision of the play area on this site will not only compliment the existing and 
recently extended leisure facilities but provide another convenient outlet and opportunity for play as part 
of a visit to the new leisure centre complex.  

Further formal consultation with residents residing in the immediate vicinity of the proposal is a legal 
requirement once the planning application is deposited with Planning Services. 
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               Section 2 
Details of Matters to be Considered

These are outlined within the body of the report above. 

Section 3 

Contribution to CHASE 

These relocated and improved facilities will enhance the development of physical and social skills 
through play for children and young people, and thus their potential for achievement. Greater use will 
be enabled by various age groups, supporting the aim of the Council to develop both a healthier and 
more active community. 

Culture is sustained and developed through the provision of opportunity for expression participation in 
developing and challenging communities. 

Supporting Healthier Communities, Housing and Older People, improved access to good quality play 
initiatives will have a positive impact on mental health leading to improved community health and well 
being.  

Section 4 

Section 17 Implications 

Consultation will be taking place with the appropriate Architectural Liaison Officer from Staffordshire 
Police, and any recommendations will be incorporated as appropriate at the relevant time. 

The new scheme location now proposed will create new opportunities for structured activities on the 
site, and aim to reduce the risk of anti-social behaviour. 

Section 5 

Human Rights Act Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Human Rights Act 1998 arising from this report. 

Section 6 

Data Protection Implications 

There are no identified implications in respect of the Data Protection Act. 

Section 7 

Risk Management Implications 

Health and Safety aspects are always considered very seriously and will be taken into account within 
the final scheme design itself.  
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In general terms, the current risk to the Council is of existing Capital and Section 106 Programme 
projects not being delivered within time due to resource constraints.   

Section 8 

Legal Implications 

Under the terms of an agreement under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 ( as 
amended) relating Sandy Lane Rugeley the Council received the sum of £65,270 towards the cost of 
either providing a replacement play area or improving play facilities in the vicinity of the site. The 
agreement provides that the Council must repay any money which has not been spent for those 
purposes by 26 October 2015.      

Clarification will be sought from Staffordshire County Council relating to any potential variation to the 
current Lease arrangements proposed for the Rugeley Leisure Centre complex. 

               Section 9 

Financial Implications 

An amount of £66,720 was included as a commitment in the Section 106 Capital Programme in the 
Budget reported to Council on 27 February 2008.  It is now recommended that this amount is included 
in the approved S106 Capital Programme for 2008-09.  The scheme is fully funded from Section 106 
monies already received. 

Section 10 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no additional Human Resource implications arising from this report. 

Section 11 

Conclusions 

That the recommendations at point 2 be fully considered.  

Section 12 

Background Papers 

Council Budget, 2008 – 09 presented on 27 February, 2008. 

 

Annexes 

As referred to above:  

Annex 1 indicates the new site location options.  
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Annex 2 details the proposed outline location plan at the Rugeley Leisure Centre complex. 

Annex 3 shows the Draft Project Plan.  

Annex 4 outlines typical examples of play equipment which may be suitable for this site. 
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ANNEX 1 

(Former) Sandy Lane Play Area 

Relocation Site Options 

 
Flaxley Road Play Area 
  
An extension to the existing play area was considered as an option.  However, this area was 
already well serviced by the existing facilities and it was felt that on balance it would be better 
to develop play elsewhere. 

 

 Rutland Avenue Open Space  

It was believed that this land was owned by a brewery. The purchase of the land may be useful 
for future play developments, however the present funding available would not address land 
purchase and the costs of play equipment installation as well. 

 

Queensway Public Open Space  
 
This land is owned by Cannock Chase District Council, but it is considered that the area is also 
already well serviced by the Flaxley Road play facility.  The close proximity to this site to 
surrounding properties might also prove to be an issue. 

 
 

Rugeley Leisure Centre Complex  
 

Land is already leased to Cannock Chase District Council from Staffordshire County Council. 
This proved to be the favoured site as it would service an area currently lacking play equipment 
for 4-8 year olds, and also clearly has the potential to attract wider public usage. The area of 
land between the Leisure Centre building and the Artificial Turf Pitch, (avoiding the area 
reserved for emergency vehicle access) appears to be most suitable. This would also have 
some security benefits as the area is covered by CCTV within the Rugeley Leisure Centre 
Complex. Should works go ahead at this site, they should be delayed until the new swimming 
pool construction is complete on Health & Safety grounds. 
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               ANNEX 4 

Proposed Replacement Play Area Facilities 

As a guide, but subject to price / procurement processes the following schedule indicates the range of 
play equipment that could be provided on a 400m2 play area, conforming to a Local Area of Play, 
(LEAP) for the current available funding of £66,720 on this site:  

 

    1no. 8ft 1 bay 2 Seat Swing  

    1no. 6ft 2 Cradle Seat Swing 

    1no. Small Multi Unit Climbing Unit 

    2no. Spring Mobiles 

    1no. Seesaw 

    1no. Small Roundabout 

    2no. Seats 

    2no. Litter Bins 

    2no. Playground Signs 

Bow top fence is proposed to surround the play area.  The fencing colour would be dark green, to 
compliment the adjacent structures already in place.  

The play area would have a tarmaced connecting footpath with the main leisure centre building, with 
tarmac between the circulation spaces within the enclosed play area and also between the individual 
items of play equipment.   

All items of play equipment would have a rubber wetpour safety surface installed and so be fully 
compliant with current industry standards and regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Lane (Former) – PTS Report – Cabinet 08 08 21 v3 
   


