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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

12 FEBRUARY 2009 

REPORT OF DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  ENVIRONMENT 

CANNOCK SPORTS STADIUM SITE 

KEY DECISION – NO 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek permission to spend and scheme approval for capital expenditure in 2008/09 to 
demolish and clear the Cannock Sports Stadium site.   

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That approval be given to the inclusion of a scheme to demolish and clear the Cannock 
Stadium site within the 2008/09 General Fund Capital Programme. 

2.2 That approval be given to spend up to £100,000 on the proposed scheme 

2.3 That the Deputy Chief Executive be authorised to agree the specification for the demolition 
scheme. 

3. Conclusions and Reason(s) for the Recommendation(s) 

3.1 Council at its meeting on 22 December 2008 having considered a report detailing three options 
for addressing the ongoing security, anti-social behaviour (ASB) and cost issues relating to the 
Stadium site gave approval to the demolition and clearance of the Cannock Sports Stadium site 
and further approved a supplementary Estimate of £100,000 to meet the cost of the works. 

3.2 In order to implement the decision of Council, Cabinet approval is now sought to the inclusion 
of the scheme within the 2008/ 09 General Fund Capital Programme and for authority to incur 
the approved expenditure. 

4. Key Issues 

4.1 Since its closure in July 2008 significant resource has been expended in providing security for 
the former Stadium building as it has continued to attract a great deal of anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) and incidents have increased over the last six months.  Following the Secretary of 
State’s refusal of planning consent for redevelopment of the site the ongoing security/ASB 
issues could continue for some years resulting in an ongoing revenue cost to the Council and 
continued nuisance for adjacent residents. 

4.2  As a consequence Council at its meeting on 22 December 2008 gave approval to the inclusion 
within the General Fund Capital Programme of a scheme to demolish the Stadium and further 
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approved a supplementary estimate of £100,000 to fund the proposed works. Due to the need 
to undertake a bat survey actual works are unlikely to commence before July at the earliest. 

4.3 The proposed works will comprise the demolition and clearance of the main Stadium building 
and associated terracing together with the now derelict former Athletic Club building. In addition 
the track will be removed along with the floodlighting columns and perimeter fencing, however,  
the works will be undertaken in such away as to avoid damage to the grassed area in the 
centre of the track thus enabling the area to be brought back into use as a football pitch subject 
to Cabinet approval. The cleared areas to be graded top soiled and seeded. 

4.4 It is proposed to retain the basketball court to allow its use as an informal play space whilst 
removal of the security fencing would allow for reinstatement of the play equipment previously 
moved off site. 

4.5 Permission is therefore sought for spend and scheme approval to implement the Council 
decision.   
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REPORT INDEX 
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Details of Matters to be Considered i.e. Options Considered, Outcome 
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Section 2 

Contribution to CHASE Section 3 

Financial Implications Section 4 

Human Resource Implications Section 5 

Legal Implications Section 6 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications  Section 7 

Human Rights Act Implications Section 8 

Data Protection Act Implications  Section 9 

Risk Management Implications  Section 10 

Equality and Diversity Implications Section 11 

Other Options Considered Section 12 
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Report Author Details (name, title and extension number)  
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Section 1 

Background 

Council at its meeting on 22 December 2008 considered a report detailing three options for addressing 
the ongoing security,anti-social behaviour (ASB) and cost  issues relating to the Stadium site. In view of 
the potential ongoing annual revenue costs and the fact that demolition and clearance would remove a 
focal point for ASB, Council resolved:- 

(1) That option (c) as identified in the report be supported and included within the 2008/09 Capital 
Programme. 

(2) That a supplementary estimate of £100,000 be approved to fund the proposed works. 

Option (c) proposed “Demolition and clearance of the Stadium site” which would require the 
establishment of a new capital scheme and supplementary estimate of £100,000.   

 

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered 

In order to implement the Council recommendations approval is now sought to the inclusion of the 
scheme to demolish and clear the Stadium site within the 2008/09 General Fund Capital Programme 
and for permission to spend the approved supplementary estimate of £100,000.This will enable 
preparatory work to be undertaken including, due to reported sightings of bats on the site from a local 
resident, the carrying out of a bat survey. 

Ecologist advice states that the survey cannot commence until late April/ early May at the earliest and a 
minimum of three visits will be required with a gap of three weeks between each visit. Accordingly it will 
be July at the earliest before any demolition work can commence. 

It is proposed that the Scheme includes the demolition of the main Stadium building and associated 
terracing together with the derelict former Athletics Club building. In addition the track will be removed 
together with the floodlighting columns and perimeter fencing. However the appointed Contractor will be 
instructed to avoid the grassed area in the centre of the track so that its use as a football pitch is not 
precluded subject to Cabinet approval. All cleared areas to be graded top soiled and seeded. 

It is proposed not to clear the basketball court to allow its use as an informal play area whilst removal of 
the security fencing would allow for reinstatement of the play equipment previously moved off-site.   

Section 3 

Contribution to CHASE

Demolition of the building will remove a focal point for youths to congregate and reduce potential for 
incidents of ASB thus contributing to the safer and stronger objectives of CHASE. 
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Section 4 

Financial Implications 

The cost of £100,000 will need to be met from Uncommitted General Fund Capital Resources for 2009-
10. The bat survey will be undertaken by a qualified officer of the Council and not incur external costs. 
Provision will be made in the draft 2009-10 revenue Budget to account for any further revenue costs 
incurred because of the delayed demolition. 

 

Section 5 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no Human Resource implications arising from this report. 

Section 6 

Legal Implications 

The Council at its meeting on 22 December 2008 gave approval to the demolition and clearance of the 
Cannock Sports Stadium site. However it is considered that the works are unlikely to commence before 
July at the earliest. The Council remains the owner and occupier of the site and whilst it does so it owes 
a duty of care to both lawful visitors and trespassers to the site. The Occupiers’ Liability Act 1957 
provides the statutory framework for occupiers’ liability towards visitors i.e. people who visit the site by 
right, invitation or implied invitation. The duty is a duty to take such care as in all the circumstances of 
the case is reasonable to see that any visitor will be reasonably safe in using the site for an authorised 
purpose. The Occupiers’ Liability Act 1984 extended the duty of care to trespassers. The duty is in 
relation to any danger arising from the state of the land or property or from things done or not done 
there if: 

(a) The owner/occupier is or should be aware of the danger; and  

(b) The owner/occupier knows or should know that people may in practice be exposed to the 
danger; and  

(c) The owner/occupier can be reasonably expected in all the circumstances to offer them some 
protection from it. 

 

Section 7 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications 

Evidence shows that since the Stadium was closed the site has become a focus for ASB and has 
heightened local residents’ perceptions of crime.  Demolition of the Stadium would assist in addressing 
these issues. 

Section 8 
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Human Rights Act Implications

There are no Human Rights Act implications associated with this report. 

Section 9 

Data Protection Act Implications

There are no Data Protection Act implications arising from this report. 

Section 10 

Risk Management Implications 

Given the open nature of the site it has proved impossible to make the Stadium site entirely secure, 
leading to ASB, vandalism of the building and the potential for an arson attack.  Demolition of the 
building will remove this risk. 

Should the survey reveal the presence of bats then dependant upon the type of bat and size of the 
roost then a Licence would be required from Natural England before any demolition could take place. 

Section 11 

Equality and Diversity Implications

There are no Equality and Diversity implications associated with this report. 

Section 12

Other Options Considered 

Whilst partial clearance of the buildings and canopy would remove the main focal point for youths to 
congregate there would be health and safety issues in leaving the terracing whilst the track may still 
prove to be an attraction for ASB particularly to joy riders on motorcycles. Leaving the track would also 
mean the Council would continue to incur surface water drainage costs as well as having to deal with 
Health and Safety issues arising from any damage to it’s surface. 

It is considered that the most effective solution to the ASB and cost issues to be complete demolition 
and clearance of the site. 

Section 13

List of Background Papers

 

Annexes to the Report

  

Report Author Details

Geoff Winslow, Property Services Manager – Ext. 4524 
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