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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

CABINET 

12 FEBRUARY 2009 

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF ORGANISATIONAL IMPROVEMENT 

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO LEADER:  CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 

CANNOCK SPORTS STADIUM – PLAYING PITCHES 

KEY DECISION – NO 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek permission to bring the three football pitches at the Pye Green Rd Stadium site back 
into operational use.   

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That approval be given to bring the three pitches at the Pye Green Road Stadium site back into 
operational use.  

3. Conclusions and Reason(s) for the Recommendation(s) 

3.1 There is an operational need to bring back into use the three pitches at the Pye Green Rd site. 
This is because heavy rainfall has impacted on pitches across the District leading to 
cancellation of Football League matches which has now caused a significant backlog of 
matches yet to be played. There are no resources to improve the quality of pitches in the 
District to address this so the alternative is to increase the number of pitches that are available. 

4. Key Issues 

4.1 The Pye Green Rd site was closed at the end of July 2008 as per Council policy and no 
bookings for the facility have been taken since. The football teams who used the Stadium 
pitches were all allocated an alternative pitch or made their own arrangements for an 
alternative. 

4.2 Subject to the sale of the Pye Green Road site, there are agreed plans for compensatory 
football provision at Heath Hayes and Hednesford at a cost of £1.25m. The decision of the 
Secretary of State not to uphold planning consent for this site means that no funds will be 
available for the foreseeable future to provide these compensatory football facilities. In the 
interim it therefore is appropriate to bring back into use the three pitches so that the balance 
between demand and supply can be better managed. 

4.3 It is proposed to bring the two lower pitches back into use immediately so that these can 
contribute to reducing the backlog of matches in this season. 

4.4 There is a separate report on the Cabinet agenda in respect of the demolition and clearance of 
the main Stadium building and associated terracing together with the now derelict former 
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Athletic Club building. In addition the track will be removed along with the floodlighting columns 
and perimeter fencing. However, the works will be undertaken in such away as to avoid 
damage to the grassed area in the centre of the track thus enabling the area to be brought 
back into use as a football pitch. The cleared areas to be graded top soiled and seeded. The 
centre pitch can then be made available for the 2009/10 football season. 

4.5 The implications of the above are that no changing facilities will be available for the pitches. 
However, it is still appropriate that the pitches are brought back into use and teams will be 
advised of this in advance. 

4.6 Permission is therefore sought for bringing all three pitches back into use – two of these will be 
brought back into use immediately and due to the timetable for the demolition and clearance of 
the site, the centre pitch can then be made available for the next football season.   
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Section 1 

Background 

The Pye Green Road site was closed as a leisure facility on 31 July 2008. Subject to the sale of Site, 
there are agreed plans to establish a football ‘hub’ at Heath Hayes and to improve the quality of the 
pitches at Hednesford Park. The Secretary of State decision not to grant planning consent for the site 
means that these new facilities cannot be provided at this time. Heavy rainfall has led to match 
cancellations across the District and there is a need to provide more pitches to address this issue as 
there are no resources available to improve the quality of existing pitches. 

Section 2 

Details of Matters to be Considered 

It is proposed that the three pitches at the Pye Green Road site are brought back into use for 
operational reasons. Heavy rainfall has impacted on pitches across the District and created a backlog 
of matches that need to be addressed. Two of the pitches should be brought into use immediately with 
the third pitch in the centre of the track made available post demolition and in time for the 2009/10 
football season. 

Section 3 

Contribution to CHASE

The bringing back into use of the three pitches will support the corporate objective of increased 
participation in sports and physical activities. 

Section 4 

Financial Implications 

The Parks and Open Spaces Manager has advised that the costs associated with the restatement of 
the three pitches and their maintenance can be contained within existing budgets.  

In respect of access to the site, it is anticipated that the cost can be absorbed within existing budgets in 
the short term; should there be implications with meeting these costs in the medium to long term, a 
further report will be submitted.   

Section 5 

Human Resource Implications 

There are no Human Resource implications arising from this report. 

Section 6 

Legal Implications 

Should the Council agree to the use of the football pitches at the Pye Green Road site, then it must 
ensure that the pitches remain fit for purpose and all applicable health and safety measures are 
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implemented and maintained in respect of the pitches, site and for users and spectators. Particular 
regard will need to be had to use of the pitches during any demolition works being undertaken 

              Section 7 

Section 17 (Crime Prevention) Implications 

Comments have been sought from Staffordshire Police on this proposal. The only concern raised is that 
unlimited vehicular access to the Pye Green Road site would cause further problems with anti social 
behaviour on the site. For this reason, the Council will provide restricted vehicular access to the site so 
that users of the football pitches who have agreed bookings with the Council can access the site and 
park just before the match. The entrance would then be closed to vehicles after each match has 
finished and the gated pedestrian entrance will be re-established. These ad hoc arrangements can be 
put in place now but over the medium term, it may be necessary to consider more sustainable physical 
parking restrictions on the site as an alternative solution. 

Providing no vehicular access to the users of the football pitches is likely to cause parking problems in 
and around the local area that would cause concern to local residents. 

Section 8 

Human Rights Act Implications

There are no Human Rights Act implications associated with this report. 

Section 9 

Data Protection Act Implications

There are no Data Protection Act implications arising from this report. 

Section 10 

Risk Management Implications 

There is a risk that some of the anti social incidents that occur on this site may impact on those using 
the football pitches. 

Section 11 

Equality and Diversity Implications

There are no Equality and Diversity implications associated with this report. 

Section 12

Other Options Considered 

The other option considered was not to bring the pitches back into use but this would do nothing to 
address the operational issues in respect of the availability of pitches and to mitigate the effects of high 
levels of rainfall which have impacted on the availability of pitches across the District. 

Section 13
16-Stadium Playing Pitches Report   



  ENCLOSURE  21.6 

List of Background Papers

None 

Annexes to the Report

None  

Report Author Details

Tony McGovern, Corporate Director 
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