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Written Ministerial Statement on Planning and Construction Working Hours 
 

 

Introduction 
 

On 13 May 2020, the government published a written ministerial statement on 
planning and construction working hours. This statement expects local planning 
authorities to approve requests to extend construction working hours temporarily to 
ensure safe working in line with social distancing guidelines until 9pm, Monday to 
Saturday, unless there are very compelling reasons against this.  A full copy of the 
guidance is attached at Appendix 1. 

Officer Response 
 
In response to the above and the guidance in Appendix 1 planning officers will   deal 
with any requests to extend construction working hours in the following way .  In 
order to inform the decision the applicants wishing to take benefit of the guidance 
should have to submit a revised  (Construction Environmental  Management Plan 
(CEMP) which should include: - 
 

1. The time limit for which the applicant is requesting the variation to last to. 
2. How they intend to control noise, dust and vibration. 
3. The hours that they intend to work. 
4. The area(s) within the site to which the requested hours are being asked to 

apply, together with activities they are asking to be permissible (e.g. one 
would not want piling at 9.00 at night - certainly not close to houses) 

5. Contact details for site managers just in case they need to be contacted at 
short notice. 

6. Details of how they will contact the local community and inform them of the 
new site working hours and contact details should members of the community 
wish to contact the site manager and, or local planning authority. 

7. A timetable for the review of the arrangements. 
 

Recommendation 
 
That members note the above arrangements  
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APPENDIX 1 

EXTRACT OF GUIDANCE ON PLANNING AND 
CONSTRUCTION HOURS 

 

What is the purpose of the written ministerial statement on planning and construction 

working hours? 

On 13 May 2020, the government published a written ministerial statement on planning and 

construction working hours. This statement expects local planning authorities to approve 

requests to extend construction working hours temporarily to ensure safe working in line with 

social distancing guidelines until 9pm, Monday to Saturday, unless there are very compelling 

reasons against this. 

Who will be able to benefit from this flexibility? 

Developers should expect their local planning authority to grant temporary changes to 

construction working hours until 9pm or later, 6 days a week, wherever possible and where 

construction working hours are controlled by planning condition. This flexibility is in relation 

to control imposed by the planning system only. 

How can a developer benefit from this? 

A developer wishing to amend their conditioned construction working hours should contact 

their local planning authority. They will be able to tell you whether they are happy to agree 

amended working hours informally, or whether you need to submit a formal application as 

well as through which route. 

What is the process involved? 

Where there are modest or short-term changes to construction working hours, this may be 

agreed informally with the local planning authority, and they should use their discretion to 

not enforce against a breach of working hours. 

Where long or more significant changes to working hours are required, a formal application 

may be requested by the local planning authority. In doing so, it will be important 

for applicants to consider potential impacts and, where necessary, to put forward plans to 

manage concerns, drawing on existing good practice. 

How will the local planning authority come to their decision? 
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We expect local planning authorities to be supportive of reasonable requests. Local 

authorities should accept proposals for extended working hours unless there are very strong 

reasons against this. They should ensure that decisions are issued within 10 days where 

possible.  We expect this to be a soft and user-friendly process and for guidance to be 

available on the local authority website. 

In making their decision local planning authorities may consider where there are 

unreasonable impacts but they will be able to reject proposals only where there are very 

compelling reasons. These reasons could include the significant impact on neighbouring 

businesses or uses, such as care homes, which are particularly sensitive to noise, dust or 

vibration, which cannot be overcome through other mitigation, or where impacts on densely 

populated areas would be unreasonable.  

Will extensions to construction working hours into late evening or at weekends be 

allowed? 

The aim is to allow construction work until 9pm, Monday to Saturday. Longer hours may be 

justified, especially if there are no residential dwellings nearby. However, local planning 

authorities will maintain local discretion, and where there are unreasonable impacts, they will 

be able to reject proposals to extend construction hours into the late night or on a Sunday. In 

all cases, sympathetic site management should be demonstrated. 
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