
Civic Centre, Beecroft Road, Cannock, Staffordshire, WS11 1BG

tel 01543 462621| www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk

Please ask for: Matt Berry
Extension No: 4589
E-mail: mattberry@cannockchasedc.gov.uk

6 December 2024

Dear Councillor,

Licensing Sub-Committee
10:00am on Monday 16 December 2024
Meeting to be held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Cannock

You are invited to attend this meeting for consideration of the matters itemised in the
following Agenda.

Yours sincerely,

T. Clegg
Chief Executive

To: Councillors:
Aston, J.
Fitzgerald, A.
Wilson, L.
Jones, V. (Reserve)



Agenda
Part 1

1. Appointment of Chair

2. Apologies and Reconstitution of Membership
The Council will only allow licensing decisions to be taken by a minimum of three
Councillors. In the event of one Member being unable to attend, their place will be
substituted by another Member taken from the membership of the full Licensing and
Public Protection Committee. In the event of this substitution taking place, all parties
will be informed of the change of membership at the beginning of the hearing.

3. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and
Restriction on Voting by Members
To declare any personal, pecuniary, or disclosable pecuniary interests in accordance
with the Code of Conduct and any possible contraventions under Section 106 of the
Local Government Finance Act 1992.

4. Licensing Act 2003 - Application for a Premises Licence: Cannock Chase Forest
Pingle Slade Event Site, Birches Valley, Lady Hill, Rugeley, Staffordshire, WS15
2UQ
Report of the Head of Regulatory Services (Enclosure 4.1 - 4.55).



Cannock Chase Council

Licensing Sub-Committee

Procedure to be used for a Premises Licence Application Submitted
under the Licensing Act 2003

Procedure for the Hearing

1. The Chair shall introduce the Members of the Sub-Committee and supporting staff.

2. All other parties present shall introduce themselves.

3. The Chair shall outline the procedure to be followed at the hearing and also make
reference to the fact that each party has an equal amount of time within which to
present their case and may set down limits for this.

4. The Officer representing the Licensing Authority shall present a report on the matter to
be heard.

5. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Officer of the Licensing Authority.

6. The Applicant (or their representative) shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Officer from the Licensing Authority.

7. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of the Officer of the Licensing
Authority.

8. (Where the Officer of the Licensing Authority is legally represented, the legal
representative may ask questions of clarification of the Officer of the Licensing
Authority.)

9. The Applicant (or their representative) shall put their case in respect of the matter and
may call witnesses.

10. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Applicant (or their representative).

11. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of clarification of the Applicant (or
their representative) and any witnesses called.

12. Anyone making representations in respect of the application shall put their case in
respect of the matter in the presence of the Officer representing the Licensing Authority
and the Applicant and may call witnesses.

13. The Applicant (or their representative) may ask questions of clarification of anyone
making representations and any witnesses called.



14. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of clarification of anyone making
representations and any witnesses called.

15. The Officer of the Licensing Authority shall have the opportunity to sum up their case if
they so wish.

16. The Applicant (or their representative) shall have the opportunity to sum up their case if
they so wish.

17. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to sum up their respective
cases if they so wish.

18. Members of the Sub-Committee shall deliberate in private, accompanied by the
Council’s Legal Advisor and the Secretary to the Sub-Committee, only recalling the
other parties or their representatives to clarify points of uncertainty on evidence or
submissions already given.

If it is necessary to recall any party, all parties are to return, notwithstanding that only
one party may be concerned with the points giving rise to doubt.

19. At the conclusion of their deliberations, the Chair of the Sub-Committee may inform the
Applicant (or their representative) of the decision of the Sub-Committee, briefly
explaining the reasons for the decision.

20. The Applicant shall be written to within seven working days (or as soon as practicable
if this cannot be completed) with confirmation of the Sub-Committee’s decision and
reasons for that decision.

21. The Applicant or any objector may appeal to the Magistrates Court within 21 days of the
decision being received if they are dissatisfied with the Sub-Committee’s decision.
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CANNOCK CHASE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF REGULATORY SERVICES 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE - MONDAY 16 DECEMBER 2024 AT 10.00AM  
 

CANNOCK CHASE FOREST PINGLE SLADE EVENT SITE, BIRCHES VALLEY, RUGELEY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE, WS15 2UQ 

 
1.          Reason for Hearing 
 

This is an application for a Premises Licence by Forestry England.  
 
This application has not been granted under Officers’ delegated powers because 
representations have been received from a responsible authority and residents on the basis 
that they are concerned that the licensing objectives may be compromised if the premises 
licence application were granted. These are relevant representations and the Council, as the 
licensing authority, must therefore hold a hearing to consider the representations made. A copy 
of the application form is attached to this report as Annex 1. 

 

 
Name and Address of Premises. 
 
 
 
 

 
Cannock Chase Forest Pingle Slade Event Site 
Birches Valley 
Rugeley 
Staffordshire 
WS15 2UQ 

 
Applicant Details 
Registered Address.  
 

 

Forestry England 
Keystone Innovation Centre 
Croxton Road 
Thetford 
Suffolk 
IP24 1JD 

 
Date of Application 

 

24 October 2024 
 

 
Fees Paid 
 

 

Band A: £100.00 + £1000 (For events with attendance 
figures of 5,000 TO 9,999) = £1,100 Total fee Paid.  

2. 
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Licensable Activities Applied For: 

 

1. Provision of Plays 
2. Provision of Films 
3. Live Music 
4. Recorded Music 
5. Performances of Dance 
6. Anything of a Similar Description to Live    

             Music, Recorded Music or Performances              
             of Dance 

7. Late Night Refreshment  
8. Supply of alcohol 

 

 
Responsible Authority 
Representations 
 

 
The Applicant has agreed additional licence conditions with 
Environmental Health should any Premises Licence be 
granted. These conditions are attached to this report as 
Annex 2 
 
The Applicant has agreed additional licence conditions with 
Staffordshire Police should any Premises Licence be 
granted. These conditions are attached to this report as 
Annex 3 
 

 
Representations from other 
persons 

 
Valid representations have been received from 5 
individuals or households. The said representations are 
attached to this report as Annex 4. 
 

 

3. Matters for consideration 

3.1 On 24 October 2024 an application was received from Forestry England, for the grant of a 
Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003. The hours of operation requested on the 
licence application operating schedule are: 

3.2 Hours premises are open to the public: 
 

Monday to Sunday - 13.00hrs to 00.00hrs 
 
3.3 Hours for plays, films, live music, recorded music and anything of a similar description to Live    
             music, recorded music or performances of dance 
 

Monday to Sunday - 13.00hrs to 23.00hrs 
 
3.4 Hours for Late Night Refreshment: 
 
 Monday to Sunday - 23.00hrs to 00.00hrs 
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3.5 Hours for supply of alcohol: 
 
 Monday to Sunday - 13:00hrs to 22.55hrs 
 
3.6 At section 5 of 21 of the application that makes reference to the operating schedule, the 

applicant describes the premises as follows:  
 
  “Cannock Chase Forest Pingle Slade Event Site, Birches Valley, Rugeley Staffordshire WS15 

2UQ, Outdoor area and Event Site as identified on the plan submitted to the licensing authority 
to be used for the sale of alcohol on the premises and the regulated entertainment specified in 
the premises licence application and for the purpose of holding music concerts and/or festivals 
limited to eight event days between the months of June and September in any calendar year.” 
  

3.7 The application was duly advertised as required by law and the Council’s Licensing Unit 
received 6 valid letters or emails of objection to the grant of the Premises Licence.   

 
3.8 Since the application was received, the Applicant has agreed, through discussion with 

Environmental Health:  

o To include 2 conditions onto any Premises Licence which may be granted. The said 
conditions are attached to this report as Annex 2 

 
3.9 Since the application was received, the Applicant has agreed, through discussion with        
              Staffordshire Police:  
 
 o To replace the wording in condition 5 that relates to CCTV. The said conditions are 

attached to this report in Annex 3 
 
 
 
3.10 Forestry England currently hold a premises licence (CCDC/PREM/20/499) for Cannock Chase 

Forest Pingle Slade Event Site, Birches Valley, Rugeley Staffordshire WS15 2UQ. This licence 
was issued on 10th October 2020 and authorises regulated entertainment, the supply of alcohol 
and late night refreshment annually on a maximum of 4 days in one week (Monday to Sunday) 
In one summer month (June to August). A copy of this licence is attached an Annex 5.  
 
The noted differences with this new application against the premises licence currently held are 
as follows:  

 
1) An increase in the number of permitted event days from 4 (existing) to 8 (proposed) per   
annum within the months of June to September.  

 
 2) An increase in the capacity under the Premises Licence from 8,300 (existing) to 9,999 

(proposed)  
 
 3) To include film exhibitions as a regulated entertainment activity.  
 
 4) Revised Event Site Plan for an enlarged footprint (around 20%) to accommodate the 

additional capacity.  
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 5) To amend some of the existing licence conditions.  
 
  The conditions put forward under this new premises licence application and incorporated within 

this operating schedule mainly replicate the conditions under the existing licence 
(CCDC/PREM/20/499) although with some changes in terminology and wording for clarity and 
operational practicability.  The licensed area and perimeter is identified on the plan submitted 
with the application and temporary structures inside the event area are shown in indicative 
positions on the plan.  

 
  The existing Premises Licence (CCDC/PRE/20/499) will be surrendered if the application for 

the new Premises Licence is granted in the terms applied for or subject to any agreed 
conditions.  

 
 
 

 

4. Human Rights Act 1998 Implications 

4.1 Article 6 of the Act provides that where a person’s civil rights and obligations are being 
determined, s/he is entitled to a “fair trial”.  The Council complies with Article 6 in that it gives 
the person the opportunity to state their case, will make a decision within a reasonable period 
of time and will give reasons for its decision. 

 
4.2 The Article also provides for the issue to be determined by an independent tribunal.  The right 

of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court against the Council’s decision fulfils this. 
 
4.3 The Council observes the rules of natural justice, and its procedures are consistent with Article 

6 of the Human Rights Act 1998. 
 
5.          Legal Implications     
  
5.1 This matter concerns an application for a premises licence under section 17 of the Licensing 

Act 2003 “the Act” 

5.2 As relevant representations have been made in respect of this application and no agreement 
has been reached between the parties that a hearing is not required, the licensing authority 
must hold a hearing to consider the representations made (s.18 (3)(a) of the Act).  

  
5.3 The Licensing Sub Committee must have regard to the representations and take such steps, if 

any, as it considers necessary for the promotion of the licensing  objectives (s.18(3)(b) of the 
Act). 

5.4 In accordance with s.18(4) of the Act, the steps that can be taken by the Licensing Sub 
Committee in dealing with this application are limited to: 

(a) grant the premises licence, together with such modification of the conditions of the 
licence as considered appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives; 

(b) rejection of the whole or part of the application. 
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5.5 The Licensing Sub Committee must only consider relevant representations which for the 
purposes of this application: 

(a) are about the likely effect of the grant of the application on the promotion of the 
licensing objectives. 

(b) are made by an interested party or responsible authority; 
(c) have not been withdrawn; and 
(d) are not frivolous or vexatious if made by other persons. 

   
 5.6 The Applicant and other persons who made relevant representations in relation to the 

application have a right of appeal to the Magistrates Court should they disagree with the 
Licensing Sub Committee’s decision. 

 
 
 
 

6. Financial Implications 

6.1 Fees for a premises licence are payable upon application. They are not refundable should the 
application be refused.   

 
6.2 Should the application be refused or be granted subject to conditions; the Applicant has a right 

of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court. Should the application be granted, with or without 
conditions, then equally, the responsible authority and any other persons having made relevant 
representations, have a right of appeal to the Magistrates Court against the decision.  

 
6.3 All appeals carry financial costs, and the Court can set whatever order it deems fit with regards 

to the payment of costs.  The Court is, however, less likely to award costs against the Council if 
it is satisfied that the Council had acted honestly, reasonably and properly and on grounds 
which appear to be sound.   

 
7. Annexes 

 
Annexes Attached 

 
Annex 1 
 
 

Annex 2 
 
 
Annex 3 
 
 
Annex 4  
 
 
 
Annex 5 
  
 

 
The Premises Licence Application Form. 
 
Additional licence conditions agreed between 
the applicant and Environmental Health 
 
Additional licence conditions agreed between 
the applicant and Staffordshire Police 
 
5 x emails of representation from individuals 
and households in respect of the application. 
 
A copy of the current premises licence 
(CCDC/PREM/20/499) held by Forestry 
England for the same site. 
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Determination 

 
Determination Required 

 
Members are asked to determine whether the application 
for a Premises Licence in respect of Cannock Chase Forest 
Pingle Slade Event Site, can be granted, having due regard 
to the 4 Licensing Objectives, Cannock Chase Council’s 
Licensing Policy and Guidance issued by the Secretary of 
State under s182 of the Licensing Act 2003.  
 
The 4 Licensing Objectives are: 
 

• The Prevention of Crime & Disorder 

• Ensuring Public Safety 

• The Prevention of Public Nuisance 

• The Protection of Children from Harm 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. 
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1  
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ANNEX 2 

 

 
From: Phil Crier <PCrier@john-gaunt.co.uk>  
Sent: 19 November 2024 10:49 

To: Julie Turner <JulieTurner@cannockchasedc.gov.uk> 
Cc: 'Paul Johnson' <info@marshallgreyacoustics.co.uk>; Scot Kearney 

<ScotKearney@cannockchasedc.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Forest Live 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. DO NOT click links or open attachments 

unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Good morning Julie 

 

Thank you for your email.  I have taken instructions from my clients and they are happy for 

your proposed conditions to be added to the licence. 

 

I have copied in Scot Kearney so he is aware the additional conditions are agreed. 

 
Kind Regards 
Phil Crier 
Consultant 

Premises Licences | Personal Licences | DPS Changes | Temporary Event Notices 
APLH Courses |Reviews | Due Diligence | Betting and Gaming | eLearningPlus 
For more details on our services please click on the links above. 
Sign up for our newsletter and stay up to date on the latest news and insights from John Gaunt & 

Partners.  
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ANNEX 2 

 

 

From: Julie Turner <JulieTurner@cannockchasedc.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 November 2024 15:52 

To: Phil Crier <PCrier@john-gaunt.co.uk> 
Cc: 'Paul Johnson' <info@marshallgreyacoustics.co.uk> 

Subject: Forest Live  

  

Good afternoon  
  
Please can you confirm your client are happy for the following conditions to be added to 
the new license  
  
There will a fixed continuous monitoring point where the noise will not exceed 65 dB(A) 
15mins. 
  
Officers from the Environmental Protection Team will be given with full photo 
accreditation to ensure they can access any areas that they might need to during the 
events.  
  
  
Kind regards  
  
Julie Turner  

 

 

Julie 
 

Turner 
  

 |  
 

Environmental Protection Officer 
  

Cannock Chase Council 
 

 |  
 

Civic Centre 
 

 |  
 

Beecroft Road 
 

 |  
 

Cannock 
 

 |  
 

WS11 1BG 
  

01543 464664 

 

 |  
 

julieturner@cannockchasedc.gov.uk  

 

 |  
 

www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk  

  

Could you, or anyone you know, be entitled to the Winter Fuel Allowance? 

Find out more from www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment/how-to-claim or call 0800 

731 0160 

 

Information you supply to us via email will be dealt with in line with data protection 

legislation. We will use your information to enable us to fulfil our duties in relation to 

your enquiry. To that end, where the law allows, your information may be shared with 

relevant departments within the council, and with other authorities and organisations 

where required. Stafford Borough Council is the data controller for any personal 

information you provide. For more information on your data protection rights relating to 

the service to which your email relates, please 

visit www.staffordbc.gov.uk/PrivacyNotice 
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ANNEX 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  ENCLOSURE 4.39 

   

 

 

ANNEX 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  ENCLOSURE 4.40 

   

 

 

ANNEX 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  ENCLOSURE 4.41 

   

 

 

ANNEX 3 

 

 
 

 

 

 



  ENCLOSURE 4.42 

   

ANNEX 4
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ANNEX 5 
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ANNEX 5 
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ANNEX 5 
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ANNEX 5 

 

 


