
LIMITATIONS
The information in this leaflet is for information only. It is important that you make contact with the 
relevant local planning authority and refer to the relevant planning policy documents before you make 
your investment decisions.

PLANNING GROUP
This leaflet has been prepared by the GBSLEP Planning Group. The group meets regularly and 
comprises a mix of public, private sector and non-governmental organisations. 

In the first instance you may contact the group through its Chairman, Craig Jordan at Lichfield District 
Council. Telephone: (01543) 308 202.

GBSLEP SUPPORT CONTACT DETAILS
Telephone: (0121) 303 4369            E-mail: GBSLEP@birmingham.gov.uk             Web: www.GBSLEP.com

Here you will find the telephone numbers for Planning Services 
in all the GBSLEP local authorities. You will also find the website 
details.

The services we deliver will be improved by both your involvement in plan and policy preparation and 
then by early engagement on specific development proposals.
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CANNOCK CHASE

For planning policy advice contact:
John Heminsley (01543) 464 521

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
John Heminsley (01543) 464 521

Website:
www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk

BROMSGROVE

For planning policy advice contact:
Mike Dunphy (01527) 881 325

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
Dale Birch (01527) 881 341

Website:
www.bromsgrove.gov.uk

EAST STAFFS

For planning policy advice contact:
Steve Harley (01283) 508 616

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
Joanne Roebuck (01283) 508 613

Website:
www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk

REDDITCH

For planning policy advice contact:
Emma Baker (01527) 64252 ext.3376

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
Ailith Rutt (01527) 64252 ext.3374

Website:
www.redditch.whub.org.uk

LICHFIELD

For planning policy advice contact:
Neil Cox (01543) 308 147

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
Claire Billings (01543) 308 171

Website:
www.lichfielddc.gov.uk

SOLIHULL

For planning policy advice contact:
Dave Simpson (0121) 704 6395

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
Gary Palmer (0121) 704 6372

Website:
www.solihull.gov.uk

WYRE FOREST

For planning policy advice contact:
Rebecca Mayman (01562) 732 554

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
John Baggott (01562) 732 515

Website:
www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk

TAMWORTH

For planning policy advice contact:
Jon Lord (01827) 709 279

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
John Gunn (01827) 709 288

Website:
www.tamworth.gov.uk

BIRMINGHAM

For planning policy advice contact:
David Carter (0121) 303 4041

If you want to discuss making a
Planning Application contact:
(0121) 303 1115

Website:
www.birmingham.gov.uk

Contacts
The initial STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK PLAN overleaf combines the key elements from existing and 
emerging Core Strategies and Local Plans among all the GBSLEP local authorities. Many of these 
plans are in the course of preparation and the scales of development up to 2026 should be treated as 
indicative. Please contact the relevant local authority for the most up-to-date position.

LOOKING AHEAD: THE KEY ISSUES
Looking ahead, however, it is necessary to ensure that local development plans reflect the growth 
aspirations of the new LEP and to contribute to the future thinking the Board has identified a number 
of issues that need to be addressed. These are:

(a) The broad scale and distribution of growth across the LEP area.

(b) Ensuring there is an appropriate balance of opportunity and need.

(c) Adequacy of provision of strategic employment sites. 

(d)  How might the economic prospects of some areas - such as Kidderminster - be enhanced by better 
accessibility to the strategic transport links. 

(e) The approach towards Centres and Growth Corridors. 

(f)  In the context of a squeeze on public sector resources how might large-scale new developments be 
used to help fund infrastructure improvements. 

(g)  How can the LEP ensure that the success in regeneration and renaissance of the older urban areas 
continues into the future?

(h)  Consideration of the potential quantum and prioritisation of public investment needed to enable 
growth, and how this might be sought. 

(i)  How can we ensure that the benefits of new development including employment opportunities are 
genuinely available to help those in greatest need?

(j)  How can the benefits arising from High Speed 2 be maximised for the benefit of the LEP area and 
any potential adverse impacts be mitigated?

Strategic Spatial Framework Plan

Plan                Housing Growth      Economic Development

BIRMINGHAM               246ha plus recycling
Core Strategy, consultation draft, December 2010.              50,600.           and 2 RIS.

BROMSGROVE
Core Strategy 2 consultation, January 2011.               6,000 to 7,000.           28ha.

CANNOCK CHASE
Pre-publication draft Core Strategy, May 2010.               6,800.           112ha.

EAST STAFFS
Core Strategy consultation on Strategic Options, Autumn 2011.    13,000.           150ha.

LICHFIELD
The big planning debate leaflet, December 2010.              5,800.           127ha.

REDDITCH
Revised preferred draft Core Strategy, January 2011.              3,200.           33ha.

SOLIHULL
Core Strategy, consultation draft.                11,000 (2006-2028).    38ha and 2 RIS.

TAMWORTH
Housing Policy consultation, February 2011.               2,900.           42ha.

WYRE FOREST
Adopted Core Strategy, December 2010.               4,000.           44ha.

GBSLEP                c800ha plus RIS and
Various.                        c100,000.           in centre office/retail.

The Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP aims to drive private 
sector growth and job creation. We are developing long term plans 
to improve our economic position and make it sustainable.  

Creating a business-friendly planning system within the LEP area is important to 
the competitiveness of the region and is a priority for the Board. Our Planning 
Charter sets out how we will support growth through the planning system. The 
Charter is supported by a series of pledges which show our commitment to 
providing an excellent service across Birmingham, Solihull, South Staffordshire 
and North Worcestershire.

Andy Street
Chair of the Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP

In addition to the Planning Charter this leaflet sets out 
early work on the production of a strategic spatial planning 
framework. Overleaf you will find the initial expression of 

the framework, brought together from ongoing work. In the longer run plans need to deliver growth 
and success. At this early stage we are looking for engagement and ideas. Can we get things done in 
different and more effective ways? That is the challenge and as you will see the Board has identified a 
number of important spatial issues which need to be considered. So whether your interest is in making 
a planning application or helping shape future development and investment please get involved and 
let us know what you think!

• The LEP is ‘Open for Business’.

•  The LEP recognises and respects what makes this area special and attractive to both the workforce 
and investment.

•  Planners within the LEP will enable appropriate development rather than control it. Proactive and 
supportive of business and investment, at the heart of planning decisions will be quality, sustainability 
and an honest dialogue.

•  Creative in our approach to delivering development we will work tirelessly with partners, stakeholders 
and customers to achieve a better quality environment within which investment will flourish.

•  Flexible but consistent, the planning regime within the LEP will determine local priorities for 
delivering the type and level of investment that will underpin economic growth in the area.

•  LEP planners will work with developers to seek to agree the strategic acceptability of development 
first and deal with the detail second.

•  The creation of new and the strengthening of existing partnerships, working across public and private 
development sectors, will facilitate a better understanding of each other’s planning expectations and 
overcome common misconceptions of each other.

•  Greater engagement between local authorities, local communities and the business community will 
ensure that the benefits of development are fully articulated and understood.

•  Development decisions will be transparent, inclusive and delivered on time.

•  Policy frameworks will be up to date, accessible and supportive of business activity and economic 
investment that delivers against the LEP and local priorities.

•  LEP Local Authorities will make use of a variety of mechanisms to secure funding for local authority 
planning services, infrastructure and community and business support.  
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