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Valentine’s is just another day……

Valentine’s Day should be about celebrating the love and affection 

This will not be the case for some men and women living in Cannock Chase District this 

Valentine’s Day. 

 

Cannock Chase Council has joined forces with Staffordshire Police, Staffordshire Fire 

and Rescue Service, Staffordshire Women’s Aid and Arch to launch a campaign tackling 

domestic violence.  

 

The campaign named ‘Valentine’s is just another day…..’ is part of a wider initiative 

Never OK that was launched back in December 2011. 

 

For some men and women, this Valentine’s will just be like any other day.

 

Across Cannock Chase District r

female victim; however men can suffer domestic abuse too. Male abuse is extremely 

under reported. 

 

The aim of the campaign is to reduce the number of domestic and sexual violence 

incidents as well as encouraging 

 

The valentine’s campaign will portray

with the addition of a shocking twist. Thi

with blood and a heart will pins through.
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Valentine’s is just another day…… 

Valentine’s Day should be about celebrating the love and affection between a couple. 

This will not be the case for some men and women living in Cannock Chase District this 

Cannock Chase Council has joined forces with Staffordshire Police, Staffordshire Fire 

and Rescue Service, Staffordshire Women’s Aid and Arch to launch a campaign tackling 

The campaign named ‘Valentine’s is just another day…..’ is part of a wider initiative 

Never OK that was launched back in December 2011.  

For some men and women, this Valentine’s will just be like any other day. 

Across Cannock Chase District reports of domestic abuse predominantly involve a 

however men can suffer domestic abuse too. Male abuse is extremely 

The aim of the campaign is to reduce the number of domestic and sexual violence 

as well as encouraging victims, both men and women to report their abuse.

will portray images based around love and romantic poetry but 

a shocking twist. This has been portrayed by the use of a red rose 

ins through. 
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between a couple. 

This will not be the case for some men and women living in Cannock Chase District this 

Cannock Chase Council has joined forces with Staffordshire Police, Staffordshire Fire 

and Rescue Service, Staffordshire Women’s Aid and Arch to launch a campaign tackling 

The campaign named ‘Valentine’s is just another day…..’ is part of a wider initiative - It’s 
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both men and women to report their abuse. 
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Striking posters and help cards will be displayed in key locations across the district and 

distributed via support agencies.  Partners will also be in Cannock and Rugeley town 

centres on 14th February handing out roses carrying a strong 

 

Messages will include ‘You are MY Valentine’ and a special Valentine’s poem

“Roses are red, violets are blue, if you get another Valentine’s, I will kill you, Paul”.

 

Female victims are being urged to

and male victims are being encouraged to contact Arch on 01782 683702.

 

Councillor George Adamson, Leader of Cannock Chase Council and Chairman of 

Chase Community Safety Partnership, said:

“Domestic abuse is completely unacceptable at any time of the year, and tackling this 

issue is one of the top priorities for the Council and the police. 

 

“This campaign sends out an extremely strong message that we need to act now to 

prevent domestic violence. 

 

Often victims of domestic abuse suffer in silence. We want to change that and provide 

enough information that gets them the help they need”.

 

Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe, Commander of Cannock Chase District Local 

Policing Team, said: 

“This campaign is a continuation of our efforts to reduce all types of domestic violence 

throughout Cannock Chase District.

 

We want to let victims know that support and advice is available, whilst sending out a 

clear message to offenders that their behaviour is unacc

robustly”. 

 

Phil McFarlane, Area Commander for Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service, said:

 

 

posters and help cards will be displayed in key locations across the district and 

distributed via support agencies.  Partners will also be in Cannock and Rugeley town 

February handing out roses carrying a strong Valentine’s message.  

Messages will include ‘You are MY Valentine’ and a special Valentine’s poem 

“Roses are red, violets are blue, if you get another Valentine’s, I will kill you, Paul”.

are being urged to contact Staffordshire Women’s Aid on 0870 2700 123 

and male victims are being encouraged to contact Arch on 01782 683702. 
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issue is one of the top priorities for the Council and the police.  
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“We are happy to support the initiative to help spread the message that domestic 

violence is unacceptable. We will be helping to 

Cannock and Rugeley and hope the campaign has the positive impact desired.” 

 

Dickie Chester-James, Chief Executive of Staffordshire Women’s Aid, said:

“While romantic gestures are a healthy part of non

use romance and love as a form of control and manipulation in a domestic violence 

setting. 

 

Valentines Day can be a very difficult time for a victim of domestic or sexual violence 

because there is nothing romantic about living 

 

Two women are murdered each week through domestic violence, most of them mothers. 

 

We must continue to work together as a community to convey the message that 

domestic and sexual abuse are never acceptable. For those s

convey the message that there is help and support 24

Staffordshire Women’s Aid help line”,

 

 Wendy Wainwright Head of Domestic Violence Services

 “Men do suffer Domestic Abuse within o

with male victims supports that men are afraid to report incidents of abuse. Men feel that 

they wont be believed because of society’s continuing stereotypical beliefs about men.

 

Arch adopts a holistic approach to working with Domestic Abuse that includes 

and their children.  

 

Arch wants this campaign to highlight to male victims that there is support available and 

they should not be afraid in coming forward”.

The campaign has been funded by Chase Community Safety Partnership. 

If you would like further information about the ‘It’

Wright, Senior Partnerships Officer on 01543 464368 or visit 

www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/itsneverok

“We are happy to support the initiative to help spread the message that domestic 

violence is unacceptable. We will be helping to distribute the posters in and around 

Cannock and Rugeley and hope the campaign has the positive impact desired.” 

James, Chief Executive of Staffordshire Women’s Aid, said:

While romantic gestures are a healthy part of non-abusive relationships, abusers often 

use romance and love as a form of control and manipulation in a domestic violence 

Valentines Day can be a very difficult time for a victim of domestic or sexual violence 

because there is nothing romantic about living in continual fear in your own home.

women are murdered each week through domestic violence, most of them mothers. 

We must continue to work together as a community to convey the message that 

domestic and sexual abuse are never acceptable. For those suffering, the campaign will 

t there is help and support 24-hours a day by calling the 

Staffordshire Women’s Aid help line”, 

Head of Domestic Violence Services from Arch, said: 

“Men do suffer Domestic Abuse within our communities. The work Arch has undertaken 

with male victims supports that men are afraid to report incidents of abuse. Men feel that 

they wont be believed because of society’s continuing stereotypical beliefs about men.

to working with Domestic Abuse that includes all 

Arch wants this campaign to highlight to male victims that there is support available and 

not be afraid in coming forward”. 

The campaign has been funded by Chase Community Safety Partnership.  

If you would like further information about the ‘It’s Never OK’ campaign contact Kerry 

Wright, Senior Partnerships Officer on 01543 464368 or visit 

www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/itsneverok  

Ends 
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Photo caption 

  Photo 1: 

From left to right: 

Councillor George Adamson, Leader of Cannock Chase Council, Jackie Capewell, 

Domestic Violence Services Manager from Arch and Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe,  

Commander of Cannock Chase District Local Policing Team

 

  Photo 2: 

From left to right: 

Councillor George Adamson, Leader of Cannock Chase Council, Jackie Capewell, 

Domestic Violence Services Manager from Arch and Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe,  

Commander of Cannock Chase District Local Policing Team

 

For more information contact: 

Councillor George Adamson, Leader of Cannock Chase Council, Jackie Capewell, 

Domestic Violence Services Manager from Arch and Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe,  

Commander of Cannock Chase District Local Policing Team 
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Domestic Violence Services Manager from Arch and Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe,  

r George Adamson, Leader of Cannock Chase Council, Jackie Capewell, 

Domestic Violence Services Manager from Arch and Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe,  



 

Kate McBey, PR & Marketing Officer on 01543 464270 or email 

katiemcbey@cannockchasedc.gov.uk

  

Marketing Officer on 01543 464270 or email 

katiemcbey@cannockchasedc.gov.uk 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Campaign reduces alcohol

Council bosses are hailing the success of a 

over the Christmas period to reduce alcohol

Chase. 

 

Whilst it is only a small minority of people who commit such offences, statistics 

highlighted that reports of alcohol

 

Chase Community Safety Partnership launched 

violence in the town centres and at home. It provided two key messages including: 

Violent Night – encouraging night

alcohol-related violence and Season’s Beatings

violence by challenging the behaviour of the perpetrators and encouraging victims to 

report their abuse. 

 

The campaign highlighted the significant effects alcohol can have on you and raised 

awareness of domestic violence.

 

Due to the high profiled campaign material, the campaign helped to reduce alcohol

related violence across the district 

 

Staffordshire Women’s Aid also saw a significant 59% increase in reports of domestic 

violence compared to 2010. 
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Campaign reduces alcohol-related violence

ling the success of a partnership campaign that was launched 

over the Christmas period to reduce alcohol-related violence in the District of Cannock 

it is only a small minority of people who commit such offences, statistics 

highlighted that reports of alcohol-related violence increased over the Christmas period.

Chase Community Safety Partnership launched ‘It’s Never OK’ to tackle alcohol

violence in the town centres and at home. It provided two key messages including: 

encouraging night-time revellers not to get too drunk and commit 

Season’s Beatings – preventing incidents of domestic 

violence by challenging the behaviour of the perpetrators and encouraging victims to 

d the significant effects alcohol can have on you and raised 

awareness of domestic violence. 

Due to the high profiled campaign material, the campaign helped to reduce alcohol

across the district by 22% and domestic violence by 35%. 

ordshire Women’s Aid also saw a significant 59% increase in reports of domestic 
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Councillor George Adamson, Leader of Cannock Chase Council and Chairman of 

Chase Community Safety Partnership, said:

“It is extremely impressive that this campaign has helped to reduce alcohol

violence so significantly across the district by getting potential offenders to think about 

their actions.  

 

The campaign sent out a strong message that ‘It’s Never OK to c

alcohol-related violence and it will not be tolerated,

 

The reductions were achieved in partnership, which goes to show that by working 

together we can make a real difference.

 

I am looking forward to seeing how future campaigns can have 

reassuring local residents that we are dealing with anti

related issues that matter to them”.

 

Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe, Commander of Cannock Chase District Local 

Policing Team, said: 

“I saw the ‘It’s Never OK’ campaign in action and it was extremely effective, highlighting 

in a creative way that any alcohol

Chase District. 

 

I am really pleased with the reductions in reported violence by using this pa

approach”. 

 

Dickie Chester-James, Chief Executive for Staffordshire Women’s Aid, said:

“'We know domestic and sexual v

reporting it is incredibly difficult. S

essential. This publicity campaign has helped

judgmental service that can offer confidential support. I cannot stress how big a step it is 

to seek help, but when someone does it has the potential to change an

save lives” 

 

 

Councillor George Adamson, Leader of Cannock Chase Council and Chairman of 

Chase Community Safety Partnership, said: 

“It is extremely impressive that this campaign has helped to reduce alcohol-related 

violence so significantly across the district by getting potential offenders to think about 

The campaign sent out a strong message that ‘It’s Never OK to commit any type of 

related violence and it will not be tolerated, 

The reductions were achieved in partnership, which goes to show that by working 

together we can make a real difference. 

I am looking forward to seeing how future campaigns can have the same impact on 

reassuring local residents that we are dealing with anti-social behaviour and other crime 
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Chief Inspector Carl Ratcliffe, Commander of Cannock Chase District Local 

’s Never OK’ campaign in action and it was extremely effective, highlighting 

in a creative way that any alcohol-related violence is not acceptable within Cannock 

I am really pleased with the reductions in reported violence by using this partnership 
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Chase Community Safety Partnership would like to thank Chase Harmony and 

Hednesford Town Football Club for their support with this campaign.

 

The campaign was funded by Chase Community Safety Partnership.

 

For more information about the ‘It’s Never OK’ campaign visit 

www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/itsneverok

Officer on 01543 464368. 

 

For more information contact: 

Kate McBey, PR & Marketing Officer on 01543 464270 or email 

katiemcbey@cannockchasedc.gov.uk

 

Chase Community Safety Partnership would like to thank Chase Harmony and 

Hednesford Town Football Club for their support with this campaign. 

The campaign was funded by Chase Community Safety Partnership. 

For more information about the ‘It’s Never OK’ campaign visit 

www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/itsneverok  or contact Kerry Wright, Senior Partnerships 

 

Ends 
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Kate McBey, PR & Marketing Officer on 01543 464270 or email 

katiemcbey@cannockchasedc.gov.uk 

or contact Kerry Wright, Senior Partnerships 


