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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

 
CABINET 

 
THURSDAY, 6 OCTOBER, 2005 AT 4.00 P.M. 

 
CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 

 
PART 1 

 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
 Butler, R.D. (External Partnerships Leader) 
 Ansell, Mrs. P.A. (Access to Skills & Economic Development Leader) 
 Bernard, Mrs. A.F. (Health Leader) 
 Davies, D.N. (Environment Leader) 
 Grocott, M.R. (Culture & Sport Leader) 
 Williams, B. (Social Inclusion & Housing Leader) 
 
(An apology for absence was received from Councillor N.K. Stanley) 
 

51. Minutes   
  
 The Minutes of the meetings held on 15 and 22 September 2005 were approved as a 

correct record. 
  
52. Updates from Portfolio Leaders 
  
 The Access to Skills and Economic Development Leader reported on the success of the 

‘Walk for Health’ held on 2 October 2005.  Members were also advised of the recent 
‘Tourism Network’ meeting. 

  
 The Culture and Sport Leader reported that the Council had been awarded a further 

£105,000 of external funding to support the Council’s after schools ‘Chase It’ programme 
until 2008. 

  
53. Chase Arts in Public Places 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Culture and Major Projects 

(Enclosure 5.1 – 5.4 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That CHAPS’s proposal to donate the piece of public art to the community, under 

the custodianship of the Council, be accepted. 
   
 (B) That Council meet the cost of insuring the piece.  
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54. Update on Headstones and Memorials 
  
 Consideration was given to a joint report of the Head of Culture and Major Projects and 

Acting Head of Environmental Services (Enclosure 6.1 – 6.9 of the Official Minutes of the 
Council). 

  
 The Deputy Leader agreed to this matter being considered as an urgent item because of 

the need to minimise any potential claim against the Council by recommencing testing as 
soon as possible. 

  
 Following consideration of the report, Members agreed they should be compassionate to 

those residents affected by the testing of headstones and memorials.  However, Members 
considered that the costs associated with the recommendations of the Health Select 
Committee relating to:  
 

• the establishment of a Trust Fund to meet the cost of repairs to memorials in 
specific cases of hardship and 

• the offering of financial support to refix privately owned failed memorials  
 

were so significant that the Council had insufficient resources available to support these 
particular recommendations of the Select Committee.  Members considered that costs 
associated with these recommendations, should the Council agree to them, would 
ultimately have to be passed onto the Council taxpayer. 

  
 Members considered that the position concerning financial support to assist with refixing of  

failed memorials should be kept under review and that a further report should be 
submitted to a future meeting of the Cabinet. 

  
 Presently the current Exclusive Right of Burial (ERB) for erection of memorials within the 

District is 50 years.  With regard to the recommendation relating to the Exclusive Right of 
Burial (ERB), Members supported the proposal that the Council’s policy for ERB be 
amended from 50 years to 30 years, provided that the Grave Deed Holder (GDH) was 
consulted prior to the end of the 30 year period in order that they can be given an 
opportunity to purchase a further period should they wish. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the following actions to be undertaken by Officers be approved:- 
   
  (i) That Council Cemetery employees attend an ICCM Memorial Installation 

Techniques Course to ensure Memorial Masons are fixing to approved 
standards. 

    
  (ii) That ‘fixing’ days be organised for Masons to attend to undertake ‘batch 

fixing’ (repair more than one unit per visit). 
    
  (iii) That testing at Wolseley Road and Stile Cop Cemetery be completed and 

that the following action be taken:- 
    
   • Arrange a public meeting for Grave Deed Holders (GDH) at Wolseley 

Road Cemetery to obtain information on identity of GDH due to limited 
records of GDH held by the Council and to consult on methods of 
making secure those memorials and headstones which fail the testing. 



Cabinet-061005 30 
  

    
   • Arrange an open day at Stile Cop Cemetery. 
    
   • Arrange further press releases and notices. 
    
   • Send a letter from the Council to each GDH whose memorial may be 

affected by testing at Stile Cop Cemetery. 
    
   • Update article of Frequently Asked Questions on the Council’s Website. 
    
   • The testing will not include small memorials under 500mm in line with 

the latest draft guidance (June 2005) from the ICCM. 
    
  (iv) That the extension period of Exclusive Right of Burial to facilitate fixing of 

failed memorials be reviewed. 
    
  (v) That the adoption process as detailed in the Statutory Declaration 

Procedure be streamlined. 
    
  (vi) That Safety Notices be displayed at all closed churchyards/cemeteries. 
    
  (vii) That an information leaflet/guidance booklet for all new GDH be produced. 
    
  (viii) That the Council ensure that up to date details of GDH are maintained. 
    
 (B) That the following recommendations of the Health Select Committee of 27 July 2005 

be approved:- 
   
  (i) That GDH have up to 24 months to effect repair once notified of memorial 

failure by the Council. 
    
  (ii) That a Registration Scheme for Stonemasons be introduced in line with 

industry guidelines. 
    
  (iii) That a guarantee on workmanship be sought from the Memorial Masons up 

to a period of 30 years, to coincide with the testing frequency of every 5 
years. 

    
  (iv) That the Head of Environmental Health seek further advice from Trading 

Standards under the Consumer Protection Act 1987 to advise GDH on their 
rights as a consumer. 

    
  (v) That it be noted that a further meeting took place with the Hands on 

Residents’ Group on 12 August 2005. 
    
  (vi) That in order to potentially minimise costs to GDH for fixing of failed 

memorials, officers appoint a Select List of Contractors which would be 
available to GDH to use should they wish. 

    
 (C) That the following additional Officer recommendations be approved:- 
    
  (i) That a policy be established for the duration of the ‘fallow period’ between 

burial and memorialisation and that this period be no less than 10 months. 
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  (ii) That, in line with the draft ICCM guidelines, the ERB period be reduced 

from 50 years to 30 years subject to the GDH being consulted prior to the 
end of the 30-year period in order that they can be given an opportunity to 
purchase a further period should they wish. 

    
  (iii) That in the event of no response from the GDH over the 24-month period 

referred to in resolution B (i) above, the headstone/memorial be laid down 
on the body of the grave with the inscription upright. 

    
 (D) That, given the layout of headstones at Stile Cop Cemetery (back to back), a 

different fixing method for failing memorials, which could fall over, be utilised.  As 
the majority of memorials are back to back and have limited potential to cause 
severe injury in the event of failure, the following action be taken:- 

   
  (i) That a notice be erected at the end of each row of memorials indicating 

those headstones that have failed.  This notice should also include general 
health and safety advice to members of the public 

    
  (ii) As with all the other failed memorials, the GDH be notified by the Council as 

per the agreed procedure. 
    
  (iii) That those headstones which do have the potential to cause injury eg. not 

back-to-back, be fixed by securing the base plinth, resulting in them not 
being staked.  Where this is not possible, the headstone is laid as per C(iii) 
above. 

    
 (E) That, given the layout of Wolseley Road Cemetery, the procedure as adopted by the 

Council to date be continued subject to further consultation. 
   
 (F) That, Council be recommended to endorse the action of the Chief Executive, in 

consultation with the Leader of the Council, in approving a supplementary estimate 
of £10,700 to enable testing of headstones and memorials to recommence. 

   
 (G) That, the offering of financial support to refix failed memorials be kept under review 

and a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Cabinet. 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
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