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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

 
CABINET 

 
THURSDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 2005 AT 4.00 P.M. 

 
CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 

 
PART 1 

 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors   
   

Stanley, N.K.  (Policy & Resources Leader) 
Butler, R.D.  (External Partnerships Leader) 
Ansell, Mrs. P.A.  (Access to Skills & Economic Development Leader) 
Bernard, Mrs. A.F.  (Health Leader) 
Davies, D.N.  (Environment Leader) 
Grocott, M.R.  (Culture & Sport Leader) 
Williams, B.  (Social Inclusion & Housing Leader) 

 
 

55. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and 
Restriction on Voting by Members 

    
 Member Nature of Interest Type
    
 Ansell, Mrs. P.A.  

 
 

Greenscape Contract Monitoring  
(Minute 62 refers) – relative employed  
by Glendale. 

Personal  

    
56. Minutes   
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 October, 2005 be approved as a correct record. 
  
57. Updates from Portfolio Leaders 
  
 Health Leader
  
 Councillor Mrs. A.F. Bernard reported on the success of the Healthier Communities 

Beacon Status Conference hosted by the Council on 18 October 2005.  
 
 
 
 

  



Cabinet-201005 33 
  

 Culture & Sport Leader 
  
 Councillor M.R. Grocott reported that he had opened the ‘Youth Games’ held at Cannock 

Leisure Centre on 19 and 20 October 2005.  Twenty-one schools from Cannock and 
Rugeley had attended the games.  

  
 Councillor Grocott also reported on the Local Democracy Week event held on 20 October 

2005 for primary schools within the District.  Pupils from Longford Primary attended this 
particular event, with the theme being recycling.    

  
58. Revision of the Provision of New Affordable Housing 
  
 Consideration was given to the review of the Social Inclusion and Housing Select 

Committee. 
  
 The Chairman of the Select Committee, Councillor C. Collis, was present for this item and 

presented the following recommendations of the Select Committee for consideration by 
Cabinet:- 

  
 (i) To maximise the provision of new affordable housing through S106 Agreements, 

through: 
   
  • A co-ordinated internal Council approach to secure and maximise the 

provision of affordable housing on Section 106 sites. 
    
  • An assessment of the possible lowering of the threshold for the negotiation of 

Section 106 Agreements from 25-unit sites to 15-unit sites. 
    
  • An assessment of the possibility of raising the Section 106 affordable housing 

requirement from 25% of dwellings on a site to 36%, in line with the findings 
of the 2003 Housing Needs Survey and up to 40% if justified by a review of 
the evidence. 

    
  • A clause within the Section 106 Agreement whereby purchasers or tenants of 

new affordable housing must have a local connection (in terms of residence 
or employment) with the District. 

    
  • Criteria to determine the type of affordable housing to be provided on a site. 
    
 (ii) To deliver affordable low cost home ownership for local people and families in 

perpetuity, by:- 
    
  • Defining the percentage below market value that is deemed affordable. 
    
  • A strategy for marketing these properties by targeting those in need who can 

afford them. 
    
  • Devising an effective legal control (eg. covenant) to ensure that this affordable 

housing remains affordable in perpetuity and ensures that this 
accommodation is only sold to those who will use it as their primary place of 
residence therefore preventing these properties being acquired by investors 
or buy-to-let landlords. 
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 (iii) To maximise the provision of new affordable housing through Social Housing 
Grant, through:- 

    
  • A strong working relationship with the Housing Corporation. 
    
  • The development of schemes that meet regional investment priorities. 
    
  • The development of schemes that meet the selection criteria set down by the 

Housing Corporation, such as delivering value for money, schemes that make 
a real impact, schemes that offer innovation in construction techniques and 
schemes that meet the Supporting People funding criteria. 

    
 (iv) The Council considers using its land and financial assets to deliver new affordable 

housing for local people and families through:- 
    
  • The disposal of appropriate small sites at less than market value to Housing 

Associations for the development of new affordable housing. 
    
  • A strategy for the use of S106 receipts for affordable housing to subsidise 

new development which would not attract Social Housing Grant. 
    
  • A policy on the use of a proportion of Council capital receipts received from 

the sale of Council housing to deliver additional affordable housing. 
    
  It is noted that the use of the above must be subject to the Council’s normal 

decision making processes for prioritising the use of its land and financial assets. 
    
 (v) Develop an Affordable Housing Policy for the Council which will:- 
    
  • Align relevant local Planning and Housing Policies. 
    
  • Give a clear statement of approach. 
    
  • Include an affordable housing Supplementary Planning Document. 
    
  • Include an agreed definition of what is affordable, in particular, supporting low 

cost home ownership that is affordable to local households earning low 
incomes and single-earner households. 

    
 (vi) Hold regular liaison with housing developers regarding the needs and provision of 

affordable housing throughout the District.  
    
 (vii) Exploit new national affordable housing policy initiatives from Government, such 

as:- 
    
  • Future Government policy on affordable housing, use of Section 106 and 

through the forthcoming Planning Policy Statement 3 on affordable housing. 
    
  • An initiative to help 80,000 first-time buyers nationally into home ownership by 

2010, through a 3-way shared ownership deal between purchasers, 
Government and lenders. 
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  • An expansion of the HomeBuy Scheme to include existing social housing 
tenants to buy a share in their Council or Housing Association home, with the 
proceeds being invested in the provision of new affordable housing. 

    
  • The sale of state-owned land for new affordable housing to first-time buyers 

and key workers. 
 

  • The competition for developers to submit plans to develop a new home for 
£60,000 that delivers quality at lower costs by working with Developers on a 
Cannock Chase scheme. 

    
  • An increased funding of £2 billion nationally for the provision of new 

affordable housing to deliver an extra 10,000 units of social housing each 
year between 2005 and 2008. 

    
 (viii) Learn from the best and implement good practice in the delivery of new affordable 

housing wherever possible, such as:- 
    
  • Incorporating established best practice on the provision of additional 

affordable housing from the 2005/06 Beacon authorities for affordable 
housing. 

    
  • Learning from Housing Corporation innovation and good practice guidance. 
    
  • Research the full range of affordable housing delivery vehicles which are 

used by other local authorities, such as Housing Associations managing 
private rented properties as affordable housing or setting up a Trust to deliver 
new affordable housing. 

    
 (ix) To maintain a good evidence base on local affordability, the local housing market 

and the needs of local people and families for new affordable housing, such as:- 
    
  • Sourcing more up-to-date and local income data to support ongoing evidence-

based assessments of affordability throughout the District. 
    
  • Devising a local definition of affordability for each affordable housing type to 

assist in planning the right balance of provision to meet local housing needs. 
    
  • Continuing to undertake regular housing market assessments, including 

cross-boundary research. 
    
  • Researching the numbers and types of privately-owned empty homes in 

Cannock Chase that could potentially be brought into use as affordable 
housing. 

    
 (x) That the Section 106 financial resources currently held by the Council or acquired 

in the future are used in support of recommendations (i)–(ix) above with particular 
emphasis given to recommendation (iv). 

    
 Cabinet welcomed the work of the Select Committee as an important contribution to the 

development of the Council’s Housing Strategy and Planning Policies.  It was noted that 
the recommendations could not be considered in isolation and would have to be 
considered alongside other Council policies.  
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 RESOLVED: 
  
 That Cabinet welcomed the recommendations of the Social Inclusion and Housing Select 

Committee as an important contribution to the development of policy for affordable 
housing, and that it be noted that the recommendations would be considered alongside 
other Council policies and priorities. 
 

59. Forward Plan 
  
 Consideration was given to the Forward Plan of decisions for the period October 2005 and 

January 2006 (Enclosure 5.1 of the Official Minutes of the Council).  
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Forward Plan of decisions be approved subject to the anticipated decision 

relating to Pye Green Valley Development Brief being November 2005.  
  
60. Flaxley Road Play Area 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of the Head of Culture and Major Projects 

(Enclosure 7.1 – 7.2 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Council’s Solicitor reported an amendment to the legal implications contained within 

the report.  
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the details of the scheme and the expenditure of £19,500 on the approved Capital 

Scheme as set out in the report be approved.  
  
  
61. Exclusion of Public 
  
 RESOLVED:  
  
 That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 1, Part I, Schedule 12A, Local 
Government Act 1972. 
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62. Greenscape Contract Monitoring 
  
 Consideration was given to the Not for Publication Report of the Acting Head of 

Environmental Services (Enclosure 9.1 to 9.3 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the application for early retirement/voluntary redundancy in respect of post CL440, 

Grounds Maintenance Officer be granted and that as appropriate, a maximum of six and 
two thirds “added years” be granted in respect of pension benefits.  

  
63. Post DE080 – Streetcare Manager – Redundancy 
  
 Consideration was given to the Not for Publication Report of the Director of Public Health 

and Policy (Enclosure 10.1 – 10.3 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That it be noted that the post of Streetcare Manager (DE080) has been declared 

redundant to the Council’s establishment and that the payment of added years in respect 
of pension benefits be approved.  

  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
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