
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER 2005 AT 4.00 PM 
 

HELD IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors Turville, R.C. (Chairman) 

 
 Alcott, G. 

Bullock, L.W. 
Collis, C. 
 

Jones, Mrs. A.E. 
Martin, G.R.  

By Invitation: Councillor D.N. Davies, Environment Leader 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Burnett, G.D. Ball and K.L. Bennett). 
 
8. Minutes 
  
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 July, 2005 were approved as a correct record. 
  
 Arising from the Minutes Councillor G. Alcott advised that Members had still not 

received an e-mail from the Head of Environmental Health with regard to information 
relating to alternate weekly collections and answers to frequently asked questions. 

  
9. Review of Alternate Weekly Waste Collections 
  
 The Director of Public Health and Policy circulated a briefing note to Members of the 

Committee regarding the review of alternate weekly waste collections. 
  
 The Director of Public Health and Policy reported that the statutory recycling target for 

2005-06 is 18 per cent of all refuse collected and would rise to 30 per cent in 2010.  
The current Council performance of just below 11 per cent falls short of the target. 

  
 It was reported that the alternate weekly waste collection has been phased across the 

District since July, 2005 with the final phase being rolled out in September.  A 
comprehensive communications programme included leaflets, letters, wall planner, 
stickers on bins, presentations to community groups, information on the Council’s 
website, press releases and interviews. 

  
 It was noted that the Council have established a help line to support residents with 

recycling.  In the first 7 weeks the help line received 13,000 calls of which 3677 
required action.  The complaints were made up of missed bin collections, and 
requests for additional bins/boxes. 
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 Members of the Committee reviewed the document and a number of points were 
raised , including the following:- 

  
 • There was no communication in the initial delivery of the alternate weekly 

waste collection.  Members felt that a brochure outlining what was going to 
happen should have been forwarded to all householders within the District 
prior to the alternate collections commencing and the information should 
have been available 6 months ago. 

  
 • It was felt that the Council should have learned from and contacted other 

Local Authorities to find out what their experiences were regarding 
recycling. 

   
 • Why are the Council not using other methods of recycling such as, 

composting, disposable nappy services, cardboard recycling and recycling 
boxes for kitchens. 

   
 • It was suggested that separate containers be used for different materials 
   
 The Chairman, Councillor R.C. Turville reported that most people within the District 

were happy with the services that they were receiving and felt that the Council were 
moving in the right direction. 

  
 A discussion took place with regard to recycling of trade refuse, it was felt that 

businesses should be encouraged to recycle their waste which would help with the 
Council achieving the targets for recycling. 

  
 It was reported that the Head of Environmental Health should be present at Select 

Committee meetings and Members were not happy with receiving verbal reports. 
  
10. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 Consideration was given to the Work Programme of the Environment Select 

Committee (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Chairman, Councillor R.C. Turville was disappointed that a meeting had not 

previously been arranged with regard to Christmas lighting. 
  
11. Exclusion of Public 
  
 That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 8, Part I, Schedule 12A, 
Local Government Act, 1972. 
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12. Development of Recommendations on Christmas Lighting 
  
 Mr. Parker, the Council’s Streetcare Manager, advised Members that a report would 

be submitted to Cabinet regarding proposals for Christmas lighting. 
  
 It was reported that an advert was recently placed to establish a contractor to supply 

and maintain Christmas lighting within the District.  Seven expressions of interest 
were received and all of the companies met the Council’s requirements, however, one 
contractor later withdrew. 

  
 Mr. Parker reported that two written quotes were received for providing lighting within 

the District.  The first from Turnocks, located in Walsall for £20k and the second quote 
from Festive Light for £22k. 

  
 It was reported that both of the companies were offering 3 year deals, in those 3 year 

deals both companies would provide new light features, erection of features, 
maintaining and storing lights and would cost between £20k-£25k. The companies 
would use some of the existing lighting and one company would rotate the lighting 
around the District. 

  
 It was reported that the Council’s budget is £11,226 and the Council were in a similar 

position to last year where sponsorship from M6 Toll, Chamber of Commerce and 
Pritchard Holdings made up the rest of the money that was needed for the lighting. 

  
 It was noted that Mr. Parker would check with the two companies if the lighting would 

be purchased or rented. 
  
 It was agreed that an additional meeting be convened in the next 2 weeks to receive 

a report from the Head of Environmental Health regarding exploring alternative 
sponsorship avenues for funding of Christmas lighting within the District and 
proposals on the companies tendering information.  It was also agreed that an invite 
be extended to Mr. Bob Flack, the Town Centre Manager, to attend the meeting. 

  
 CHAIRMAN 
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