
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 2005 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors Turville, R.C. (Chairman) 

 
 Alcott, G. 

Ball, G.D. 
Bennett, K.L. 
 

Collis, C. 
Jones, Mrs. A.E.  

(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J. Burnett and Dr. J. Bond, Head of 
Policy and Performance). 
 
16. Cannock Chase Local Development Framework 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of Head of Planning and Regeneration 

(Enclosure 3.1 – 3.5 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 Mr. M. Price, Development Plans and Policy Manager, explained the purpose of the 

Briefing Note to the Select Committee and gave details of the background and current 
position of reforms to the planning system. 

  
 He reported that the Cabinet, at their meeting on 6 March, 2003, had agreed that the 

Replacement Cannock Chase Local Plan should cease and work commence on 
preparation of the new Cannock Chase Local Development Framework. 

  
 Local Plans and Structure Plans would be progressively replaced by Local 

Development Frameworks (LDFs) comprising a series of Local Development 
Documents (LDDs) prepared by District Councils and Unitary Authorities. 

  
 The Development Plan would remain the starting point for determining planning 

applications for the development or use of land.  The Development Plan would 
consist of:- 

  
  Regional Spatial Strategy 
  Development Plan Documents prepared by district and unitary authorities 
  Minerals and Waste DPDs prepared by the appropriate authority 
  
 The Development Plan Document would consist of four main stages:- 
  
  Pre-production: Survey and evidence gathering 
  Production: Preparation of preferred options in consultation with the community 
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  Examination: an independent examination by a Planning Inspector into the 
soundness of the plan; and 

  Adoption 
  
 The Local Development Scheme, a three year programme setting out which 

documents the Council intended to prepare, was approved in January 2005. 
  
 The Council was required to prepare a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 

detailing the Council’s approach to involving the community and stakeholders in the 
preparation of the Local Development Framework.  The consultation process on the 
SCI had now been carried out and Cabinet would consider the responses at their 
meeting on 3 November, 2005 and then the Statement would be submitted to the 
Secretary of State. 

  
 The Council could also produce Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) that 

would provide more detailed information on a particular subject without the need to go 
through a formal examination.  To date, two SPDs have been produced, on parking 
standards and for a Conservation Area Appraisal in Rugeley. 

  
 When preparing the Development Plan Documents the Cabinet has to approve the 

documents at all stages in their preparation.  Development Plan Documents would 
initially be considered by the Environment Select Committee prior to being submitted 
to Cabinet. 

  
 Members were concerned that when planning applications were submitted, District 

Council’s should be allowed to have some input into related infrastructure matters. 
  
 Councillor C. Collis informed the Select Committee that as Chairman of the Social 

Inclusion and Housing Select Committee he had presented a report to Cabinet which 
included recommendations relating to the provision of affordable housing when 
applications for new housing developments were received.  The Select Committee 
considered that these recommendations should be incorporated into the Development 
Plan together with any recommendations from other Select Committees. 

  
17. Cannock Chase Local Development Framework, Core Strategy – Issues and 

Options – October 2005 
  
 Consideration was given to the Report of Head of Planning and Regeneration 

(Enclosure 4.1 – 4.3 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 Mr. M. Price, Development Plans and Policy Manager, explained that the comments 

of the Environment Select Committee are sought prior to Cabinet giving its approval 
to proceed with the public consultation process of the Cannock Chase Local 
Development Framework Core Strategy – Issues and Options.  Any comments 
received would be reported back to the Select Committee, prior to publication of the 
Core Strategy – Preferred Options document. 
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 Following discussion it was 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 (A) That the Cannock Chase Local Development Framework Core Strategy – 

Issues and Options document be provided in plain English as far as possible 
for public consultation and that the consultation process should be as wide 
ranging as possible.  This process to include:- 

   
   the document being considered at the Community Forums in January 

2006; 
   it being published on the Council’s Website. 
    
 (B) That the recommendations contained in the report of the Social Inclusion and 

Housing Select Committee relating to the provision of affordable housing in 
new developments be considered for incorporation into the relevant 
Development Plan Documents and any recommendations from other Select 
Committees. 

   
 (C) That the District Council continues to have some input into matters relating to 

infrastructure when applications for developments are received. 
   
18. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 Consideration was given to the Work Programme of the Environment Select 

Committee. 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Work Programme be agreed, subject to the inclusion of the Cannock Chase 

Local Development Framework Core Strategy – Issues and Options after the 
consultation process has taken place. 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
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