
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2005 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT: Councillors:  
   
  Turville, R.C. (Chairman) 

Burnett, J. (Vice-Chairman) 
    
  Alcott, G.  Collis, C.  
  Ball, G.D.  Jones, Mrs. A.E.  
  Bullock, L.W.   
    

By Invitation: Councillor D.N. Davies, Environment Leader 
 
(An apology for absence was received from Councillor G.R. Martin).  

 
 

19. Minutes 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meetings held on 11 and 20 October 2005 be approved as a 

correct record.  
  
20. Updates on Developments in Refuse and Recycling 
  
 Consideration was given to the Briefing Note of the Acting Waste and Engineering 

Services Manager (Enclosure 4.1-4.7 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 The Director of Public Health and Policy informed Members of the Committee that during 

the second quarter the Council had recycled 17.87 per cent for July, 24.54 per cent for 
August and 25.61 per cent for September, of the total waste collected.  She referred to a 
number of charts contained within the report and explained that the information contained 
within them showed the progress to date and the improvements in the Council’s 
performance for recycling within the District. 

  
 It was reported that performance relating to the number of missed refuse bins was 

monitored.  A number of charts were referred to which related to missed refuse bins per 
week, the average number of missed bins per day and the percentage of refuse bins 
collections missed per week.  It was reported that by the end of October 2005 there was 
129 out of a weekly collection of 40,000 bins missed. 
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The Director of Public Health and Policy informed Members of the Committee on the 
missed collections of recyclables per week and per day and explained that requests for 
recycling boxes were now diminishing. 

  
 She explained that a number of households had been overfilling their bins.  However the 

bins were now tagged by the refuse crews to inform the householder the reason for their 
bin not being emptied. 

  
 It was reported that calendars had been circulated to every household within the District, 

which provide information regarding the collection arrangements for both the green waste 
and garden waste collections. Two brown bin collections would be suspended over the 
Christmas period, one before Christmas and one after. The collections would be replaced 
by two extra household collections (green bins).  With regard to clothes collections, it was 
explained that clothes should be placed in a clear or white plastic bag and placed in the 
blue box. 

  
 The Director of Public Health and Policy explained that before deciding to suspend the 

brown bin collection over Christmas officers looked at the work of other neighbouring 
authorities. She explained that if this approach failed, then arrangements for the future 
would be reviewed. 

  
 It was reported that those families who require an additional green bin would need to 

satisfy the criteria of having 6 or more persons residing at the property.  The Recycling 
Officer would carry out a waste audit, which entails informing the family of the recycling 
requirements and ensuring that they have the means to do so by the provision of the 
correct bins, boxes and bags. 

  
 The Director of Public Health and Policy reported that with regard to cardboard recycling, 

it was hoped that in the future the County Council would invest in an invessel-composting 
unit which would increase recycling and reduce the amount of waste going to landfill.  The 
cost of the unit would be approximately £360,000. 

  
 A number of issues were addressed including nappy recycling, cardboard recycling, trade 

waste and the quality of brown bins. 
  
 The Head of Environmental Health explained that the Council receives recycling credits 

from Government and currently this stands at approximately £27 per tonne for recycled 
materials. 

  
 The Director of Public Health and Policy confirmed that she would provide the criteria for 

the waste audit to Councillor Ball. 
  
21. Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 – Planning for Open Space Sport and Recreation 

– Presentation 
  
 Consideration was given to the Joint Report of the Head of Planning and Regeneration 

and Acting Head of Environmental Services (Enclosure 5.1 – 5.2 of the Official Minutes of 
the Council). 
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 John Heminsley, Planning Services Manager and Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces 
Manager gave a presentation to Members of the Environment Select Committee. 

  
 John Heminsley explained that that Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 (PPG17) – 

Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation required Planning Authorities to carry 
out:- 

  
 • Audits 

• Assessments of needs and opportunities  
• Set Local Standards of provision 
• Include policies in the Development Plan 

 
 He explained the process in that Stage 1 was the identification of local needs, Stage 2 

was the audit of local provision, Stage 3 was the setting of provision standards, Stage 4 
was the application of provision standards and the final stage was Stage 5, 
recommendations. 

 
 Tom Walsh explained the definitions of number of green spaces and hectarage in relation 

to typology for Cannock Chase Council e.g., provisions for young people, brownfield land 
and amenity green space. 
 

 He explained that local people identified a number of key priorities in relation to parks and 
open space including the following: - 
 

 • Clean and well maintained sites 
• Transport costs are seen as a barrier for young people 
• Gangs of young people are a key concern 

 
 A survey was undertaken as to why local people used parks and open spaces.  Varying 

responses were received and differed from a survey taken in 2002. 
  
 Mr. Heminsley reported that there were a number of key findings and conclusions in 

relation to the provision of formal parks, which included:- 
  
 • Reasonable levels of usage 

• Respondents believe that there is sufficient provision for young people 
• Parks are generally high quality, with 69% of sites rated above average. 

 
 A consultation was undertaken in 2004 and a number of issues were identified which 

included some of the following:- 
  
 • Young people use parks regularly, 30% visiting at least once per week 

• Cannock Park is mostly used by young people in the survey (39%) with Ravenhill 
Park least used (2.3%) 

• Young people believe that there is not enough Children’s play areas (65%) or 
provision for teenagers (72%) in their local areas. 

 
 A number of recommended provision standards were identified through PPG17. 
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 John Heminsley explained that a number of issues for future policy with regard to 
developers financially contributing to improve existing facilities were identified. 

  
 Members identified a number of issues including the following:- 
  
 • The shortage of football pitches for young children 

• The incorporation of brownfield site reverting to natural land 
• Lack of facilities for children in Hednesford South 

 
 Members discussed the threshold for requiring payments where developers made a 

financial contribution with regard to S106 funding.  It was agreed that there was some 
scope for reduction in the number of properties being developed before S106 monies 
could be negotiated.  However, there was a need to be tactful when approaching 
developers. 

  
 Tom Walsh explained that should Members be happy with the key priorities that came out 

of the consultation, the next step would be to be present a report to Cabinet to seek 
authority to take forward the recommendations of the Greenspace Strategy. 

  
22. Litter and Dog Fouling – Education and Enforcement Activities 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 The Chairman agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting. 
  
23. Train Service Update 
  
 The Chairman explained that a public meeting would be held on Wednesday,  

23 November 2005 where train providers would be present to answer questions relating 
to the local train services. 

  
24. Work Programme of the Environment Select Committee 
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 The Chairman agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
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