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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 

WEDNESDAY 10 NOVEMBER, 2010 AT 4.00PM 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

 
PRESENT:     

Betteridge, Mr. R. (Chairman),Independent Member 
 

Councillors: 
 
Ansell, Mrs. P.A. 

 Cartwright, Mrs. S.M. 
Grice, Mrs. D. 
 

 
 

Rowley, J. 
Williams, A. 

Elliott, Mr. M. 
Sindrey, G. 
 
Allen, Mrs. M. 

Independent Member 
Independent Member 
 
Cannock Wood Parish Council 

 
14. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. J. Chapman, Independent Member and 
Councillor A. Pearson, Hednesford Town Council. 

  
15. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 

Voting by Members 
 
No declarations of interests were declared. 

  
16. Minutes 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 17 August, 2010 be approved as a correct record. 

  
17. Proposed Abolition of Standards Board Regime and Implications for Local Standards 

 
Mr. A. Welch, Council Solicitor and Monitoring Officer reported that there had been no sight of 
any legislation regarding the abolition of the Standards Regime.  
 
He then referred to a press release issued by Andrew Stunell, Minister on 20 September, 2010 
which discussed abolishing the regime across England with no replacement for the current 
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system. He advised the Committee that the only requirement would be for Councillors to register 
interests, although it would be regarded as a criminal offence to mislead on an interest and the 
only process for investigation would be through the Police.  

  
 He stated that the press release talked about failing Standards Committees although this was 

not the case for Cannock Chase Council and Stafford Borough Councils Standards Committees.   
  
 The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer advised the Committee that legislation was expected later 

this month, although he was unclear as to whether Councils would be able to set up voluntary 
Committees. He explained that if this was the case the Committees would not have the powers 
they currently have and with regard to the Code of Conduct, it would be a Council decision as to 
whether or not they wished to continue with it.  

  
 The Chairman and other Members of the Committee commented on the exemplary conduct of 

Councillors and hoped that the Council would agree to continue with a voluntary Code of 
Conduct. Members discussed this issue and there was a general consensus that there should 
be a mechanism in place to deal with the behaviour of Councillors. 

  
 Members of the Committee were keen to know what the views of other Councils were regarding 

the proposed abolition of the Code of Conduct. The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer advised that 
Stafford’s views were also similar. 

  
 The Chairman was keen to know if a voluntary Committee would have any function in the future. 

The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer stated that a voluntary Committee would have no statutory 
function in the future although the current arrangements would remain in place for the Standards 
Committee until the new legislation was passed.   

  
 A Member referred to the press release issued by Andrew Stunell, Minister and felt disappointed 

by the statement that Standards Committees were failing. He suggested that the Chairman write 
a letter on behalf of the Committee to him regarding the statement. The Member also stated that 
in his opinion there was a need for a Committee in order to hold Councillors to account and 
believed that Councils may suffer if there was no accountability.  

  
 The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer reported that he would make the draft legislation available 

for the next meeting on 1 February, 2011.  
  
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That a letter be forwarded to Andrew Stunell, Minister regarding his statement in respect of 

failing Standards Committees issued on 20 September 2010, advising of Members 
disappointment that it was suggested that all Standards Committees were failing.  

  
18. Any Other Business 
  
 Councillor Mrs. M. Allen, Cannock Wood Parish Council raised concern about costs and 

enquired as to whether or not the Parish Council election would be held on the same day as the 
District Council Election. 

  
 The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer advised that there had been no formal announcement 

although the indication was that the Parish Councils Elections would be held on the same day as 
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the District Council Election/Referendum which was scheduled for 5 May, 2011.  
  
 The meeting closed at 4.30 pm 
 
 
 
 

     
CHAIRMAN 


