
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

HEDNESFORD COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 18 OCTOBER 2005 
 

AT THE AQUARIUS BALLROOM, VICTORIA STREET, HEDNESFORD 
 
 

PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 
  
 Councillors 
  
 Burnett, J. (Chairman) 
  
  Ball, G.D. Stretton, Mrs. P.Z. 
  Jones, Mrs. A.E. Turville, R.C. (last 15 minutes) 
    
 Cannock Chase Council Officers  
    
  Mr. W.L. Trigg (Deputy Chief Executive) 
  Mr. M. Price (Local Development, Plans and Policy Manager) 
  Mr. J. Heminsley (Development, Landscape and Conservation 

Manager) 
  Mr. L. Neate (Interim Waste and Engineering Service Manager)  
  Mrs. K. Cooper (PR and Marketing Manager) 
  Mr. T. Walsh (Parks and Open Spaces Manager) 
  Mr. B. Phillips (Head of Planning and Regeneration) 
  Mr. G. Watson (Economic Development Manager) 
  Mr. A. Morris (Recycling Officer) 
  Miss. J. Tunnicliffe (Chief Executive’s Secretariat) 

Mr. T. Hobbins (Press Officer) 
   
 Also Present, Representatives from the Following Organisations: - 
  
  Staffordshire County Council 

Hednesford Town Council 
Local Press 
Local Residents (approximately 30) 

   
(Apologies for absence were received from Dr. A. Wright, M.P and Inspector I. Haigh, Cannock 
Police). 
 
 
1. Notes 
  
 The Notes of the meeting held on 5 July were agreed as a correct record. 
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2. Presentation from South Staffordshire Healthcare NHS Trust 
  
 Mr. Steve Grange, Project Director gave a presentation regarding Foundation Trust 

Status. He reported that the Trust is putting in an application to become an NHS 
Foundation Trust and consultation is still currently ongoing. 

  
 He also explained that the Trust provides mental health, developmental neurosciences 

and learning disabilities, children and family, forensic mental health and other specialised 
services for the people of Staffordshire and Shropshire.  

  
 It was reported that the Trust had achieved the three star rating for the second year 

running and decided to apply because it would help in serving local people better. 
  
 Mr. Grange also reported on the proposed governance arrangements and the recruitment 

process for Members and Governor Members. 
  
3. Police Issues 
  
 - Speeding Traffic at Hilltop, Hednesford 
   
  A briefing note was received from Cannock Police with regard to speeding 

traffic at Hilltop, Hednesford, and stated the following: - 
   
  “Since the matter was raised at a previous Hednesford Forum in January 2005, 

I have had conducted by officers at Cannock several speed enforcement 
initiatives in Stafford Lane. These initiatives have been part of our wider 
strategy across the Cannock Policing Unit area. All these initiatives have been 
based upon public safety and have not only included speed issues but also the 
inappropriate use of hand held mobile phones and the lack of use of seat belts - 
all three of these issues have a bearing on the safety of road users (motorists 
and pedestrians alike). 

   
  Specifically in relation to speeding in Stafford Lane, we have detected a small 

number of speeding offences. That said I wish to assure local residents that we 
will continue to carry out further checks in the coming months. We have also 
made a request for equipment that measures vehicle speed over a period of 
time to be placed in Stafford Lane so as to more accurately assess the situation 
(metro Count) through both the Safer Routes to School Partnership and our 
Divisional Road safety Co-ordinator. 

   
  I know that many would wish to see the siting of a permanent road safety speed 

camera on the said stretch of road however these can only be placed when 
strict national thresholds regarding fatal and serious injury road accidents have 
been exceeded in addition to where an 85% average vehicle speed using the 
road at under free flow conditions exceeds the government threshold. 

   
  The siting of the mobile Staffordshire Casualty Reduction Partnership speed 

enforcement vehicle also needs to meet similar governmental thresholds before 
it can carry out enforcement work albeit that fewer fatal or serious accidents 
need to have occurred. The caviat to the use of this vehicle within a specific 
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area can however be influenced marginally by a local community who can 
directly request the use of services of the mobile speed camera van as the 
partnership have a small percentage of their time that can be allocated to 
addressing 'community concern'. We as the police can support these requests 
but cannot make them directly ourselves. We have also raised this issue 
through the work we do with the 'Safer Routes to Schools Forum' and they 
have agreed to write to the Safety Partnership.  

   
  The address to write to is: The Staffordshire casualty reduction Partnership, PO 

Box 2086, Stafford, ST18 0XL” 
   
  Cannock Chase Councillor, Chris Collis, proposed that a letter be forwarded to 

the Staffordshire Casualty Reduction Partnership with a request that the mobile 
speed enforcement vehicle is in operation in the Hilltop area of Hednesford. 

   
4. Items Arising from Previous Meeting 
  
 - Press Release concerning Fines being issued to Parents who take their 

Children out of School for Holidays during Term Time 
   
  A briefing note was received from Staffordshire County Council with regard to 

the issue of fining parents for taking their children out of school during term 
time, and stated the following: - 

   
  “The press release issued last term was notification that we as a service are 

now in a position to action the Penalty Notice for unauthorised absences from 
school. We are not intending to issue fine notices to parents who take their 
children out of school for the 10 days discretionary period. The fine will act as 
the first legal action we will take against parents whose children's attendance - 
due to holidays etc., exceeds the norm. Any fine not paid by the parents will 
result in us taking them to court for the absence of their child - we will be 
looking at a quicker way to get the message to parents that the law supports 
attendance - not attempting to penalise parents who take a cheap holiday”. 

   
  Mr. John Debens, Staffordshire County Council representative reported that 

this was a Government initiative and that there was no intention to issue fines 
for the 10 days discretionary period.  

   
 - Update on Pye Green Valley Development 
   
  Mr. John Heminsley, the Council’s Planning Services Manager reported that 

Mr. Rogers (a local resident) requested a meeting with Officers from the 
Council with regard to the area of Pye Green Valley known as the ‘spinney’.  
Mr. Heminsley commented that the Development Brief contains no proposals 
for the ‘spinney’. 

   
  Mr. Mike Price, the Council’s Local Development Plans and Policy Manager 

explained that a report has been received from Staffordshire Wildlife Trust that 
provides an indication that the ‘spinney’ will be protected and maintained  
should be finalised shortly. 
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  With regard to Green Heath Road the Council will base the Pye Green Valley 

Development brief on option 3 in the draft consultation. Bakers Way will be 
taken into account as part of the Wildlife Trust concerns.  

   
  In response to a request from Town Councillor, Ann Turville, Mr. Price 

confirmed the previous agreement for a meeting to take place regarding the 
proposals with the Pye Green Valley Action Group. 

   
 - Update on Sharon Way, Hednesford 
   
  Mr. Debens reported that at the last meeting of the Forum, a petition was 

handed in by Cannock Chase Councillor R.C. Turville with regard to the parking 
situation in Sharon Way, Hednesford. 

   
  He reported that the petition has been registered with the County Council, 

however, no decision regarding a solution as been made.  
   
 - Update on Stafford Lane – Pedestrian Crossing 
   
  Mr. Debens reported that £50,000 has been approved for toucan crossings and 

has been incorporated into the Chase Heritage Trail scheme. The crossings will 
be installed on Stafford Lane and the A460. He reported that negotiations are 
taking time and the crossings should be installed from February 2006 onwards. 

   
  Cannock Chase Councillor G. Ball thanked Mr. Debens for his work but 

suggested that there may be an alternative idea for reducing speeding traffic 
coming down the hill from Stafford Lane.  

   
  Cannock Chase Councillor Mrs. Stretton thanked Mr. Debens for his work and 

support. 
   
 - Radio Masts 
   
  Mr. Heminsley, the Council’s Planning Services Manager explained that with 

regard to the Planning application for Mount Street, Hednesford, an appeal was 
due to be heard today. An inspector has visited the site today and will issue a 
decision in approximately 2-3 weeks. 

   
 - Hednesford Town Centre Re-Development 
   
  Mr. Glenn Watson, the Council’s Economic Development Manager provided a 

brief update regarding the Hednesford Town Centre Re-Development. 
   
  He explained that with regard to the Rugeley Road site, negotiations are 

nearing a conclusion with the Development Agreement likely to be signed by 
the end of October or early November. 

   
  He reported that St Modwen would be attending the next Forum scheduled for 

10 January 2006 to give a presentation on the Rugeley Road proposals. 
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  Mr. Watson reported that lengthy negotiations had taken place with regard to 
the Lucas building; initial proposals had submitted by Pritchard Holdings Plc in 
early 2004.  More recently in August 2005 a report had been agreed by the 
Council’s Cabinet as a result of which Pritchard Holdings had been invited to 
submit a planning application.  If the planning application is approved by the 
Council’s Planning Control Committee, Pritchard Holdings will then be invited to 
negotiate a development agreement. 

   
  Mr. Smith, a local resident asked for an update report on current developments 

regarding the Aquarius site. 
   
  Mr. Watson responded and stated that discussions had taken place between 

ATP and St Modwen and were still currently ongoing.  
   
  Mr. Moore, representing Hednesford Town Council thanked officers involved for 

their ongoing work regarding the Hednesford Town Centre Re-Development. 
   
  Mrs. Owen, a local resident raised concern that there was a lack of youth 

facilities in Hednesford.  She explained that facilities such as a bowling alley 
would provide young people with some sort of entertainment.  Further, she 
asked officers to bear this in mind under the current proposals. 

   
 - Fortnightly Refuse Collection 
   
  Councillor Ball reported that whilst recently canvassing the area he asked for 

local residents opinions on the fortnightly refuse collection. He explained that 
there was a general consensus that residents did not want fortnightly 
collections. 

   
  Mr. Anthony Morris, the Council’s Recycling Officer explained that should any 

local resident have any concern or require more information on what should be 
recycled, then they should contact him at the Council. 

   
  Cannock Chase Councillor, Mrs. A.E. Jones explained that green bins were 

becoming too full because of cardboard packaging and asked if there was a 
recycling facility for cardboard. 

   
  Mr. Les Neate, the Council’s Acting Waste and Engineering Services Manager 

responded and stated that in order for cardboard to be recycled the Council is 
investigating invessel composting. 

   
  Cannock Chase Councillor, C. Collis reported that the level of recycling is now 

improving and the 2 week collection is working well. He explained that the 
amount of rubbish now being recycled is over 20 per cent. 

   
 - Headstones and Memorials 
   
  Mr. West, a local resident raised concern with regard to the recent headstone 

testing. He felt at a cost to local people and their families they will have to pay 
to have headstones correctly fixed. 
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  Mr. T. Walsh explained that headstones and memorials are erected by families 

on a plot which has an exclusive right of burial for a number of years.  Further, 
the responsibility for the headstone or memorial rests with the grave deed 
holders.   

   
  He explained that the National Association of Memorial Masons (NAMM) have 

recommended a 3-stage test.  The first stage is a visual one; the second is a 
hand test to make sure the gravestone will not fall down and the last test is a 
pressure test. 

   
 - Graffiti in Hednesford Town Centre 
   
  The Chairman reported that this item would not be dealt with, as the local 

resident who raised the item at the last meeting was not present.  
   
 - Situation with Car Parking at the Railway Station, Hednesford 
   
  Hednesford Town Councillor Mrs. Turville raised concern that people using the 

train service at Hednesford are parking in the Co-Op car park all day long. 
Therefore, those local people and shoppers visiting the Town Centre cannot 
find any parking space. 

   
  Mr. Neate explained that the Council could make the car park a maximum stay 

of between 2–4 hours.  However, the car park would be required to be 
patrolled.  Other options included pay and display, a barrier across the car park 
or advisory leaflets explaining that rail users must use the railway car park. 

   
 - Hednesford War Memorial 
   
  Cannock Chase Council Councillor R.C. Turville requested an update regarding 

the Hednesford War Memorial. 
   
  Mr. T. Walsh, the Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Manager explained that 

work to replace the slabs at the base of the memorial will commence later this 
week and work on the vegetation will commence next week.  He also reported 
that a press release would be issued. 

   
  Mr. Walsh explained that the Hednesford War Memorial Preservation Society 

had donated £1,600 towards the work to assist the Council in paying for this 
scheme.  

   
Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
 

The Chairman explained that questions were invited from Members of the Public to be 
included on the Agenda for the next Forum scheduled for 10 January 2006. He explained 
that a form had been circulated and should be posted to the address on the form 
containing the relevant question in order that appropriate representatives can be invited 
to provide a reply. 
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Dates of Future Meetings 
 
The Chairman reported the following dates for future Hednesford Community Forum meetings:  
 
 10 January 2006 
  04 April 2006                
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hednesford Community Forum 181005 7 


	Notes
	Presentation from South Staffordshire Healthcare NHS Trust
	Police Issues

