HEDNESFORD PARK
&
WAR MEMORIAL

Stage 2
Conservation
Management Plan

19 August 2012

A Tribute to the Miners
of the Cannock Chase Coalfield
Tasked with their mission
To find the black gold,
The Cannock Chase miners,
The young and the old,
Toiled in the coalfield,
Above ground and below,
Oil lamps alight
And candles aglow.
In the wet and the heat,
The dark and the dust,
In one another
They placed their trust.
Each person ready
To take up their role:
To deliver the goods
And win the coal.
From Fives to Fair Lady,
Hilton Main to Lea Hall,
Grave daily dangers
Confronted them all The rock that could fall,
The tubs that could crush,
The explosions of gas,
The water inrush.
And yet in the face
Of this tough daily grind,
The pit workers forged
A unique frame of mind:
A sense of humour,
A sense of pride ‘The pit’s me life!’
They often cried.
This stuff that they sought
Helped fuel a nation The range, the engine,
The power station.
Over the decades
It helped to create
The village, the pub,
The housing estate.
In Chadsmoor, in Brereton

The men, children and wives
Grew up with the pit
At the heart of their lives.
In Pelsall, in Burntwood
The shafts and the mounds
Shaped the community Its sights and its sounds.
And so we remain
Greatly in debt
To those hard working colliers
Who we’ll never forget.
They left their mark
And established their place
In the history books
Of Cannock Chase.
By Julie Shires
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HEDNESFORD PARK HLF
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

1. Historical and Heritage of the Site:
For convenience the history has been divided into two sections - the main
park area and the war memorial. However, both are intrinsically linked.
1.1. The Park Site
1.1.1. The Pool
1.1.1.1.

The site on which Hednesford Park stands started life as

one of two pools. A document from 1588 that sets out a lease
from Elizabeth I to Sir Gilbert Wakering for two coal mines and
for ‘Hedne Ford Poole and the Newe Poole’ is probably the first
recorded mention of them.
1.1.1.2.

It was the larger of the two pools that tends to appear on

old maps as ‘Hedgford Pool’ or ‘Hednesford Pool’. It is likely
that for many decades, this pool was reserved for the private
use of the local gentry, but evidence suggests the wider
community did use it for such pursuits as ice skating, fishing
and boating.
1.1.1.3.

Over the centuries, a number of factors contributed to

reduction and eventual disappearance of both pools. Evidence
suggests that by 1900, Hednesford Pool had largely
disappeared, but for many years afterwards, the area was
generally referred to as the ‘Old Pool’ site.
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Plan 1

Map of ‘Hedgford’ (Hednesford’s earlier name) circa 1775,

clearly showing Hedgford Pool, the location of the present Hednesford Park
with a single track road from Hedgford to Rugeley on the right.

1.1.2. Origins
1.1.2.1.

The idea of establishing a park on the Old Pool site was

first mooted as early as 1902 by members of Hednesford Cycle
Parade Committee, but for reasons unknown, the scheme was
not pursued. However, by 1926, the site was being rented out
by Cannock Urban District Council as a playing field for local
schoolchildren. The council leased the land from Cannock and
Rugeley Colliery, who operated a nearby colliery (nicknamed
‘Pool Pits’ because it overlooked Hednesford Pool). The
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colliery company was in turn leasing the land from the Marquis
of Anglesey, who owned vast areas of land in the district.
1.1.2.2.

In October 1928 the Cannock Advertiser announced that

Hednesford would be gaining a park. The scheme was being
led by the Cannock Chase Miners’ Welfare Committee, a local
organisation that regularly raised large sums of money for
community facilities. They had asked the council to surrender
their lease of the Old Pool site so that they could create the
park, and had raised the necessary funds by placing a levy of
one penny per ton on all coal produced from the local mines.
1.1.3. Opening
1.1.3.1.

Hednesford Park was formally opened on Monday 11th

May 1931 in the presence of over 1000 people. It was
immediately handed over to Cannock Urban District Council
(although it seems it did not become the legal responsibility of
the council until 1953 when the authority issued a Compulsory
Purchase Order on the land).
1.1.3.2.

The cost of the park scheme had originally been estimated

at £10,000. The ultimate cost was in fact £15,000. Among the
park’s original facilities was the pavilion, two bowling greens,
eight hard tennis courts, putting greens and a cricket pitch.
1.1.3.3.

At the opening ceremony, speaker Mr John Baker said he

hoped the community would think of the park as their own and
declared that the money that had been raised had the potential
to ‘lay the foundation of a great social structure’.

Page 13 of 102

Photo 1

Photo 2

A photograph that appeared in the Cannock Advertiser at the opening
of Hednesford Park in May 1931.

A postcard image of Hednesford Park, showing the original pavilion, the
bowling greens and a portion of the flower borders.
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1.1.4. Development Summary
1.1.4.1.

When the park was opened, only certain sections (namely

the pavilion, tennis courts, putting and bowling greens) had
been completed. The cricket and football pitches had been laid
out but were not ready for use straight away, and there were
major delays in establishing the children’s playground.
However, all these of facilities eventually came to fruition, with
the addition of a bandstand, greenhouse and paddling pool.
1.1.4.2.

In the 1930s, the first of 120 trees were planted in the park

during a special ceremony. They included ‘sycamores, limes,
chestnuts, Lombardy poplars, Japanese cherries, flowering
thorns, almonds, laburnums, crabs and other flowering
varieties’ which were planted in an avenue from the Victoria
Street entrance towards the pavilion and along the Rugeley
Road side of the ‘large playing pitch’. There were plans to
complete the ring of trees round the pitch but for some reason
this did not materialise.
1.1.4.3.

In the late 1950s new play equipment was added to the

children’s playground. This included what local people still
commonly referred to as ‘The Big Slide’ and the ‘Witch’s Hat’.
1.1.4.4.

In the 1960s after a very heavy rainstorm, the park was

completely flooded under several feet of water. Divers from the
local Mines Rescue Team had to be sent in to unplug a man
hole in the centre of the park. This allowed the floodwater to
drain into the local sewerage system and so escape.
1.1.4.5.

From the 1970s onwards the extent of the park has

increased through the acquisition of various areas of adjacent
land.
1.1.4.6.

The new and centralised fenced dog free play area was

laid out in late 1970s to early 1980s.
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1.1.5. Timeline
Pre 1595:
What was to become the site of Hednesford Park was the location of two pools. The
larger of the two was known as Hednesford (or ‘Hedgford’) Pool. Little is known
about their history and it is not known when they were created.
1595:
What is probably the first recorded mention of Hednesford Pool appears in a
document setting out a lease to two coal mines and two pools.
1834:
White’s History, Gazetteer & Directory of Staffordshire states that the pool ‘of about
27 acres’ was ‘abounding in pike, perch and roach’.
1859:
Opening of the Cannock Mineral Railway, which passes through the pool site. Work
on the railway had necessitated the creation of an embankment. This curtailed the
pool on one side and cut off its supply of water, which almost certainly led to a
reduction in the size of the pool.
c1880s-1900:
Hednesford Pool began to dry up almost completely, leaving mostly scrubland
punctuated by boggy land/small areas of water.
1902:
The first mention of the possibility of creating a park appears in the Cannock
Advertiser.
Oct 1928:
Another article in the Cannock Advertiser announces that Hednesford is to have a
‘public park and recreation ground through the medium of the Cannock Chase
Miners’ Welfare Committee’.
Monday May 11th 1931:
Hednesford Park was handed over to the council by the Cannock Chase Miners’
Welfare Committee, though at this point it does not legally belong to the council. The
park is only partly complete, with just the tennis courts, bowling and putting greens
and pavilion ready for use.
Aug 1932:
A report on the park declares:
‘3,498 games of Tennis; 5,232 games of Bowls…Football this season with possibly
two pitches. Children’s playground yet to be done.’
Sep 1935:
A newspaper article reports the scheme to complete the park is delayed, mainly due
to problems the Miners’ Welfare Committee were facing in their bid to create a
boating or bathing pool.
19 Nov 1938:
First of 20 trees planted in park. A newspaper article states ‘A double rank of trees
now flank the footpath from the Victoria-street entrance up to the pavilion, with a
single row along the Rugeley-road side of the pitch’. There is an intention to complete
the ring of trees round the park in the future, but this does not materialise.
1953:
The park site is subject to a Compulsory Purchase Order issued by Cannock Urban
District Council.
c1956:
New play equipment is installed as part of the children’s playground.
c1998:
A fire completely destroys the park’s pavilion.
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1.2. The War Memorial
1.2.1. Monument & Grounds
1.2.1.1.

Along with its gates and pillars, Hednesford War Memorial

is Grade II listed. The monument is a 21ft (8.5m) high square
grey granite column with a 12ft (3.6m) square base,
surmounted by a quadruple cross. Around the base of the
column are a number of tablets cast in bronze. The front tablet
reads ‘To the glorious and immortal memory of the gallant men
of Hednesford and District who made the supreme sacrifice in
the cause of Liberty, 1914-1918. Their name liveth for
evermore’. The three side tablets are inscribed with the
names of 234 men from the parish of Hednesford, and also
from nearby Hazel Slade, who lost their lives in conflict. Above
the tablets are four bronze laurel wreaths inscribed with the
names of some of the main fields of action – France, Belgium,
Gallipoli, Jutland, Italy, Serbia, Palestine and Mesopotamia.
The face of the front column bears a large bronze sheathed
sword decorated with a spray of palm and a spray of olive.
1.2.1.2.

The monument stands on a reinforced concrete

foundation, which is at the end of an 80ft (24.4m) long and 14ft
(4.3m) wide upward-sloping drive. The drive, which is kerbed
and channelled, rises in gradients, and the steps are of Blue
York stone. There is a pair of double wrought iron gates at the
entrance to the site, which are supported by stone pillars and
which bear the words ‘Hednesford War Memorial’. On the
eastern side of these is a single pedestrian gate also on stone
pillars.
1.2.1.3.

In later years a stone plaque was added to the base of the

memorial to commemorate those who died in the Second
World War and the Korean War. Two large shells stand in
front of the column.
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1.2.2. Origins
1.2.2.1.

In November 1918, just after Armistice Day, a public

meeting was held in Hednesford’s Drill Hall, where the idea of
providing a town war memorial to commemorate the lives that
had been lost during the First World War was discussed. A
Citizen’s Committee was formed and the group began a public
subscription list to raise whatever funds would be necessary to
see the scheme through.
1.2.2.2.

At subsequent meetings, a number of suggestions for

commemorating the war dead emerged. They included
building a monument on Hednesford Hills, erecting a public hall
and converting the land that had once been the site of
Hednesford Pool into a lake or park, with a monument
adjoining it. On 7th June 1920 it was decided that the erection
of a monument on Hednesford Hills was the favoured option.
The Marquis of Anglesey, who owned the hills at that time,
promised the committee two acres of land along the Rugeley
Road. Following this news, six individuals were appointed as
trustees, and the site was transferred to these trustees on
behalf of the local community.
1.2.3. Construction
1.2.3.1.

The total cost of realising the war memorial scheme was

£2,200 (£1,215 for the monument itself and the rest for the
preparation and layout of the grounds).
1.2.3.2.

Messrs. W.F. Fraley and Sons Ltd. of Birmingham supplied

and erected the memorial. The gate pillars and steps were
supplied by Mr A. Walker of Cannock. Messrs Bayliss, Jones
and Bayliss of Wolverhampton supplied the gates and fencing,
and Messrs. Fisher, Son and Sibray of Sheffield supplied the
shrubs.
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1.2.3.3.

The Cannock and Rugeley Colliery Company, who

operated the nearby Valley Colliery, helped to prepare the site,
kerb and channel the driveway and lay the concrete for the
monument’s foundations. The layout of the grounds was
prepared by Mr. Barnes, Head Gardener to the Duke of
Westminster, and Mr Peter Blair of Trentham Gardens
supervised the planting of the shrubs (about 750 in total, with
five rows placed at either side of the drive).
1.2.4. Unveiling
1.2.4.1.

On 9th November 1922, Hednesford was visited by

Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone. Accompanied by her
husband, the Earl of Athlone, she unveiled the war memorial
as part of a special ceremony. Among the guests were Lord
Dartmouth, the Chairman of the council, the 5th South
Staffordshire Regiment, local ex-serviceman, boy scouts and
girl guides.

Photo 3

Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, at the unveiling of the war
memorial on 9th November 1922.
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Photo 4

An image from a postcard, probably taken not long after the war
memorial had been unveiled.

Photo 5
Another picture postcard image of the war memorial. The date is
unknown, but note the shells that have been added to the base of the memorial.
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1.2.5. Adoption
1.2.5.1.

A few years after the war memorial was unveiled, its

trustees began to run short of maintenance funds. On 23rd
January 1926, an article in the Cannock Advertiser reported
that the war memorial fund was in deficit. Despite eventually
clearing the debt, by October 1929 the committee asked
Cannock Urban District Council to take control of the site,
which it did by December 1930.
1.2.5.2.

In 1953 the war memorial and its grounds was subject to a

Compulsory Purchase Order. At this point the ownership of
the land, along with that of the adjacent park site, legally
passed to Cannock Urban District Council.
1.2.6. Timeline
Nov 1918:
The idea of the creation of a town war memorial is raised at a public meeting.
7th June 1920:
It is decided that the memorial should take the form of monument erected on
Hednesford Hills.
Sep 1920:
It is reported that the Marquis of Anglesey had promised two acres of his land on
which to build the memorial. Following this, six people are appointed as trustees to
the war memorial site.
9th Nov 1922:
The war memorial is unveiled in a special ceremony attended by Princess Alice,
Countess of Athlone, and her husband.
Oct 1929:
Because of financial problems, the Committee that established the war memorial
asked Cannock Urban District Council to take control of it and its grounds (though
legal ownership of the land does not pass to the council).
Dec 1930:
The war memorial and grounds are now under the control of the council.
1953: The council issues a Compulsory Purchase Order on the war memorial and
grounds.
2007: The war memorial is given a facelift after Hednesford War Memorial
Preservation Society was successful in securing a grant from English Heritage. Work
is carried out to cut back the surrounding undergrowth and reduce the height of the
trees to open up the site.
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2. How the Heritage is Managed Today:
2.1. Background
2.1.1. The site is managed through the Parks and Open Spaces Section
of the Environmental Services Directorate at Cannock Chase
Council. Professional partners include Property Services, and the
park’s contractor, The Landscape Group. The council also works in
partnership with a range of external organisations, including
Hednesford War Memorial Preservation Society, The Friends of
Hednesford Park and Hednesford Town Council.
2.2. The Landscape Group
2.2.1. The Grounds Maintenance Contract for Staffed Parks was
awarded to The Landscape Group (TLG). This covers Cannock,
Ravenhill, Elmore and Hednesford Parks.
2.2.2. There are two permanent members of parks staff based at
Hednesford Park during all park opening hours. These two staff
members are assisted by other part-time or seasonal members of
staff as required in peak periods. The park staff report to the Parks
Supervisor within The Landscape Group structure, who works
closely with officers in the Parks and Open Spaces Services
Division.
2.2.3. The park’s staff are the ambassadors for Hednesford Park and
their role includes ensuring the park is safe, clean and accessible at
all times. The park is partially fenced but has 24-hour access. When
on duty, the staff carry out specific tasks, including all horticultural
work, litter collection, maintenance of sports pitches and,
importantly, acting as a contact point for members of the public.
2.2.4. Hednesford Park has a planned maintenance schedule carried
out under contract by the park’s staff on site. They respond to key
maintenance tasks and special tasks as they arise. The staff have
ownership of the park; they carry out their tasks with pride and have
developed a good rapport with the public.
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2.3. Cannock Chase Council Grounds Maintenance
2.3.1. Cannock Chase Council carries out all grounds maintenance
within the bounds of the war memorial, including preparation of the
site for the annual Remembrance Sunday service and the park task
which are not covered by the main parks contract including
maintenance of the football pitches.
2.4. Cannock Chase Council Cleansing
2.4.1. Carry out the weekly emptying of the Euro Bins in the park.
Where possible all waste collected from litter bins is sorted by the
Park Keepers and stored in the Euro bins, ready for collection and,
if possible, for recycling.
2.5. The Hednesford War Memorial Preservation Society
2.5.1. The society was formed with the objective of ‘restoring the
monument to its original glory wherever possible’. This covers all of
the 0.8Ha (2 Acre) site, particularly the driveway, the area around
the memorial and the areas to the left and right of the main drive,
the boundary fencing, gates and pillars.
2.5.2. In March 2007 the society was instrumental in getting the war
memorial and gates Grade II listed by English Heritage.
2.5.3. The council maintains the war memorial site, but all maintenance
works are carried out in agreement with the society.
2.6. The Friends of Hednesford Park
2.6.1. The ‘Friends of Hednesford Park’ group was set up in 2011. They
held their first committee meeting in August 2011 and have a fully
adopted constitution.
2.6.2. This very active group plans to put on four major events in the
park each year and is a major supporter of the council’s HLF Bid.
To date they have promoted events within the park, assisted with
consultation exercises and are currently seeking other funding
towards future park events.
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2.7. Further detailed information on how the heritage is managed can be
found within the Maintenance & Management Plan 2012 – 2022.
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3. Heritage - Site Features, Past & Present:
3.1. How the site has evolved
3.1.1. The present site layout is shown on Plan No. 2
3.1.2. The extent of the park itself has grown over the years through the
acquisition of land. Plan No. 3 illustrates this aspect. The main
additions have been the former railway sidings to the west, the
sports field area to the north of the tennis courts, purchased in
October 1973 from the trustees of the Wimblebury and Valley
Sports Club, and the smaller area to the north adjacent to Green
Slade Grove, the latter being developed as Public Open Space as a
result of the adjacent housing development in the early 1990s.
3.1.3. The original extent and proposed layout of the main park is shown
on Plan No. 4 - Block Plan dated April/May 1930. However, the
proposed play area and general park sections were not constructed
due to drainage issues. The pavilion, tennis courts, bowling greens,
football pitch and cricket areas and main access drive were laid out
as per the plan.
3.1.4. This layout has basically remained the same with the exception of
replacement of the cricket square with revised football pitches and
formation of a parking area and access way to the east of the tennis
courts. One group of tennis courts was converted to form the skate
and multi-use games area.
3.1.5. A footpath was laid out parallel to Victoria Street and play
equipment installed to the road side of this path (circa early 1950s).
Later a second path was added to enclose a large oval shaped
grass area. Further play equipment was added to the outside of this
path.
3.1.6. A paddling pool with changing facilities was added just to the east
of the main access point of Victoria Street. This was used up to
1996 then filled in following the previous demolition of the changing
facilities.
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Plan 3 Land acquisition details
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Plan 4 Proposed park layout 1931
3.1.7. Plans No. 5-11 - Ordnance Survey plans from 1884 - 1971
(1:2500 Scale), show how the site has development and changed.
These clearly show paths, landscaping and features noted within
the following text.
3.1.8.

The present fenced play area occupies the oval shaped

grass area noted in Paragraph 3.1.5 and was laid out in the early
1980s.
3.1.9. The Chase Heritage Trail (CHT) is an 11 mile long cycle/footpath,
constructed in 2008, that runs from Cannock to Rugeley. It runs
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through the site from Hednesford town centre via the main access
drive running in a northerly direction adjacent the railway line and
rear of the housing off Green Slade Grove. This provided an
alternative access point to the park from the north for pedestrians
and cyclists and is a well-used route.
3.1.10.

The extent and layout of the war memorial has basically

remained the same since its unveiling in 1922, the only addition
being the creation of a block paved path which zig zags from the
main gate to assist disabled users to reach the memorial.
3.1.11.

The sequence of modern development of the site can also

be illustrated through the Planning and Listed Building applications
(Appendix 3) extending from 1980 to the present day.
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3.2. Archaeological Significance
3.2.1. A desk-based exercise was carried out using the Staffordshire
Historic Environment Records (HER). It looked at all records within
a radius of approximately 100m from the centre of the park. Details
are shown on Plan No. 12.
3.2.2. There are three records affecting the park site, all classed as
‘Monuments’ under the HER scheme (Appendix 4). The only one
that is extant, HER No 54113 is for the war memorial, pillars and
gates which are defined as ‘Listed Buildings’. Of the remaining two,
the first, HER No 50730, is described as a pool (Georgian to
Victorian 1775 -1889) and refers to the original pool that once
occupied the site. The last record, HER No 03733, refers to a
possible water mill. However, the record states that it was possibly
shown on Yates’ map of 1775 but not on any later maps and may
have been confused with the site of a small secondary pool to the
south of the main pool. No evidence has been found on the site as
to any such structure.
3.2.3. No further work is therefore proposed, but a watching brief will be
maintained during all site works and appropriate action taken
should anything be found.
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3.3. Site Features –
3.3.1. War Memorial
3.3.1.1.

The war memorial, unveiled in 1922, is a 21ft (8.5m) high

square grey granite tapering column with a 12ft (3.6m) square
base, erected on a square reinforced concrete base. The
column has crosses incised on each face and a bronze sword
with sprays of olive and palm affixed to the front face. At the
base are four bronze laurel wreaths listing the fields of action
of the First World War and beneath this are cast bronze slabs
incised with the names of those who fell in the Great War. A
stone plaque was added to the base to commemorate those
who fell in the Second World War and Korean War. Two large
shells stand either side to the front of the column. (Appendix: 1
Detailed history & Appendix 2 Listed Building Record.)
3.3.1.2.

The monument is located on the eastern side of the site

adjacent to the Rugeley Road (the A460). It is located at the
end of an 80ft (24.4m) long and 14ft (4.3m) wide upwardsloping drive, being approximately 30ft (Xxm) above the road.
3.3.1.3.

At the base of the drive there is a pair of wrought iron

gates at the entrance to the site, which are supported by stone
pillars bearing the words ‘Hednesford War Memorial’. There is
a single side pedestrian gate to the eastern side of the main
gates. Ref: Barr & Grosvenor Report (Appendix: 5)
3.3.1.4.

The war memorial site is surrounded by a tall vertical

square section metal bar fence, the uprights of which have
cranked spiked tops. Re: Barr & Grosvenor Report (Appendix:
5)
3.3.1.5.

The memorial, gates and pillars were officially protected by

being Grade II Listed in 2007 (Appendix: 2) recognising its
historical, aesthetic and architectural significance.
3.3.2. Pavilion – The present pavilion lies on the site of the original
pavilion, which was built in 1931 and burnt down in 1997. It is of the
same general shape size, form and appearance as the original
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pavilion, with the exception of the formers windows, chimneys and
dormers.
3.3.2.1.

The pavilion was originally constructed of brickwork on

concrete foundations, with the former rendered from above the
level of the ground floor and roofed with ‘tiles in cement’
(Appendix: 6 Pavilion – Original plans & elevations)
3.3.2.2.

The layout included two changing rooms for football and

cricket, one for gents’ tennis and bowls and one ladies’ room,
each located in the four wings. Between the wings were two
changing rooms, including showers and toilets. Central to the
building was a club room linked to a kitchen on one side and
boiler room and stairs to the first floor on the opposite side.
The first floor contained two small rooms incorporating
dormers, one acting as a store room on the northern side and
the other acting as the score box. The dormer to this included
a score board for the cricket pitch.
3.3.2.3.

The present building is of a similar construction minus

chimneys, dormers and windows, the latter to improve security.
Internally there are now four separate changing rooms in the
wings with combined showers serving two changing rooms
each. Both have DDA compliant toilets and showering facilities.
The central area forms a meeting room with a small kitchen
area to the western end behind which is a disabled toilet
accessed from the outside. To the eastern side is a store
room, and a separate service room, which is also accessed
from the outside.
3.3.3. Rugeley Road Community Centre Building
3.3.3.1.

This was located to the rear of the north east corner of the

tennis courts, Plan Nos. 9-11. It was a single storey pitched
roof wooden structure and included changing rooms with
showers and a small community room with dance floor and
toilets, constructed circa late 1950s.
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3.3.3.2.

The building was purchased in 1973, with the associated

sports pitch area, from the trustees of one of the local colliery
sports clubs.
3.3.3.3.

The building was well used by the local community being

ideally suited to small events, particularly children’s parties.
3.3.3.4.

The building was used up to 2001 but from then on

required major renovation. It then remained unused until 2003
when it was demolished.
3.3.4. Greenhouses
3.3.4.1.

Several greenhouses are known to have been erected in

the early 1930s. They were located to the west of the tennis
courts and are identified on the 1955-61 OS Map (Plan No. 9)
but are not evident on later plans.
3.3.4.2.

They were probably used to produce plants, especially

annual bedding plants for the park’s floral displays.
3.3.5. Band Stand
3.3.5.1.

This is believed to have been a temporary wooden

structure that was originally located to the south of the pavilion
(1935) but then moved to the west of the tennis courts (1937).
3.3.5.2.

The structure is not identified on any Ordnance Survey

Maps. However, the OS map of 1955-61 (Plan No. 9) indicates
a small square feature to the south of the pavilion.
3.3.5.3.

No details of its use have been found to date but it is likely

to have been well used up to at least the start of the Second
World War.
3.3.6. Paddling Pool
3.3.6.1.

A circular paddling pool was located to the east of the main

park access off Victoria Street, between the present small
parking area and existing fenced play area.
3.3.6.2.

The paddling pool was constructed in the early 1950s

together with a brick-built changing room, the latter located to
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the west of the pool. The changing room was demolished in
the 1970s and the pool filled in around 1997 due to its poor
condition.
3.3.6.3.

The paddling pool was a well used feature during the

miners’ holidays, especially by the children of local mining
families.
3.3.7. Bowling Greens
3.3.7.1.

Two bowling greens were laid out adjacent to the north

side of the pavilion, each approximately 38.4m (126’) by 38.4m
(126’).
3.3.7.2.

These were well used by the local mining community and

were in use up to 2008.
3.3.8. Tennis Courts
3.3.8.1.

When originally constructed, the site contained eight tennis

courts in three separate enclosures. Original proposals were
for nine courts. They were located to the north and west of the
bowling greens and are all believed to have been constructed
of a hard surface, possibly tarmac, similar to the present
construction.
3.3.8.2.

In the late 1970s? The tennis courts to the west of the

bowling green were converted into a senior play area including
skateboard facilities and paved games area.
3.3.8.3.

The tennis courts have been a well used facility throughout

their life and in 2009 charges for their use were abolished as
part of the council’s Health agenda.
3.3.9.

Cricket Pitch

3.3.9.1.

The cricket pitch was located roughly central to the pavilion

and the main access road and about a third of a way into the
playing field area from the path to the pavilion. It was
sandwiched between two football pitches and was
approximately 25 m2.
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3.3.9.2.

The cricket pitch was last used around 1974. It was

subsequently removed and the area regraded to accommodate
improved football pitches.
3.3.10.

Football Pitches

3.3.10.1. The first original pitch was laid out just to the east of and
parallel to the main access path off Victoria Street and west of
the cricket square.
3.3.10.2. A second pitch was laid out to the east of the cricket
square.
3.3.10.3. Following removal of the cricket square and regrading of
the ground the pitches were realigned and moved eastwards
into the site to give more space around the pitches.
3.3.10.4. A third pitch is located to the north of the tennis courts.
This formerly belonged to the Wimblebury and Valley Sports
Club. Ref Section: 3.3.3
3.3.11.

Play Areas

3.3.11.1. The original location for the play area is indicated on a
1930 block plan for the park (Map 4). However, it was
constructed further south and closer to the boundary with
Victoria Street. Map and photographic evidence suggests this
was laid out in the early 1950s.
3.3.11.2. A range of equipment was installed, including various
swings, slide, sea saw, ‘Witch’s Hat’, ‘Monkey Cage’ (a
climbing frame), roundabout and a rocking horse.
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Photo 6

Early 1950s view over original football field towards main entrance off

Victoria Street. Gas holder frame to left of picture. Building with pitched roof behind
and to the right of the first tree on the left is the paddling pool changing room and
toilets

Photo 7

Late 1950s early 60s view looking over play area from Hednesford Hills

showing range of play equipment. Note the area of rough ground between play area
and road which contained ditch and was only piped and levelled in the mid 1950s. The
light coloured area in photo centre above Victoria Street is all that remains of the gas
works.
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3.3.11.3. The present play area was constructed in the late 1970s to
early 1980s within the large oval shaped grass area formed by
the existing paths. The area being fenced to exclude dogs and
to create a separate kick about area within the play area to
meet the Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP)
standard of the National Playing Field Association (NPFA).
3.3.11.4. In the late 1970s a multi-use games area and skate board
facility was provided on the site of one group of three tennis
courts, located to the west of the bowling greens. These have
been very popular features with a wide range of children from 5
- 18 years of age.
3.3.12.

Pathways

3.3.12.1. Main Avenue
3.3.12.1.1.

This 6.0 m wide avenue runs firstly in a straight

northerly line from Victoria Street. This originally ran
alongside the western boundary of the park to the railway
with the football field to the east side. The avenue then
turned eastwards around the end of the football pitch and,
in a slightly sinuous route, ran towards the pavilion.
3.3.12.1.2.

A variety of trees was planted either side along its

length.
3.3.12.1.3.

This avenue remains today, although it has been

extended slightly northwards as part of the Chase
Heritage Trail. However, the existing direct straight link to
Victoria Street is to be lost as part of the Hednesford
Town Centre redevelopment.
3.3.12.2. Secondary Paths
3.3.12.2.1.

A narrow pedestrian path ran from the pavilion

eastwards to the Rugeley Road via a single pedestrian
gate. This is still present but the path was widened in
2008 to accommodate users of the Chase Heritage Trail
(CHT) and its link to the Museum of Cannock Chase.
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3.3.12.2.2.

A network of original regular paths surround the

bowling green and tennis courts providing linkage to the
pavilion area.
3.3.12.2.3.

All the paths were constructed in tarmac and laid

out when the park was originally opened.
3.3.12.3. Play Area Paths
3.3.12.3.1.

The first original path was laid out roughly parallel to

Victoria Street in the early 1950s with a second path laid
further eastwards enclosing an oval shaped area of grass.
3.3.12.3.2.

Photographic evidence indicates that the paths were

constructed originally of stone but later upgraded to
tarmacadam.
3.3.13.

Chase Heritage Trail (CHT)

3.3.13.1. The CHT is an 11 mile long cycle/footpath, constructed in
2008, that runs from Cannock through Hednesford Park and
via Brindley Pools, Cannock Chase, Forge Row and Slitting
Mill to Rugeley.
3.3.13.2. It was developed and implemented as a partnership project
between Cannock Chase Council, Staffordshire County
Council, Forestry Commission and private landowners.
3.3.13.3. It connects various areas and features of recreational and
historical interest throughout the district, information about
which is displayed on interpretation boards at specific ‘nodes’
along the route. The park is one such location, with an
interpretation board located where the main avenue swings
eastwards to the pavilion. This route provides a spur off the
main CHT to the Museum of Cannock Chase and Hednesford
Hills.
3.3.13.4. The CHT is easily accessible along its length and was
designed to link closely with the local railway stations, bus
stops and visitor centres in order to promote local and
sustainable travel, not just for recreational use but travelling to
and from work.
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3.3.13.5. The route has a dedicated signage system on and off the
public highway that not only indicates the direction but also the
mileage from and to Cannock and Rugeley town centres.
3.3.14.

Car Parking

3.3.14.1. A small tarmac surfaced car park was constructed to the
right of the main access way off Victoria Street close to the site
of the paddling pool changing rooms in the mid 1970s. Whilst
this caters for eight vehicles, including two disabled spaces, it
will be lost as part of the Hednesford Town Centre
Redevelopment works.
3.3.14.2. When the pavilion was rebuilt in 1998, two disabled
parking spaces were created directly adjacent the western side
of the rebuilt pavilion. This necessitated driving along the
length of the main avenue to access these.
3.3.14.3. To provide access for the rebuilding of the pavilion, access
was made off the Rugeley Road via a temporary surfaced area
adjacent to the tennis courts. This area formed a site
compound during the rebuilding works and now remains as a
stoned surfaced car park together with the area that formerly
contained the Rugeley Road Community building.
3.3.15.

Boundary Features

3.3.15.1. Boundary features including gates and pillars to the war
memorial are dealt with in Section: 3.3.1
3.3.15.2. To the west and north, the original park site was bounded
by hedges. These now form features within the extended park.
Whilst their integrity remains, there have been a number of
openings formed to cater for the park’s expansion.
3.3.15.3. The southern boundary along Victoria Street towards the
traffic lights consisted of vertical square bar metal railings with
cranked tops, approximately 1.6 m (5’) tall and similar in design
to those around the war memorial. However a length of
approximately 50m (165’) of fence from the main entrance way
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has been replaced with more modern vertical round bar railings
of a similar height. There is also a similar short section of
approximately 25m (82’) westwards from the access point
adjacent to the traffic lights. Of the original fence various
sections have been replaced and others are missing after
being damaged by vehicle related accidents. What is left has
been patch repaired but is now so severely corroded that it is
not longer repairable.
3.3.15.4. From the entrance adjacent the traffic lights on Victoria
Street and running up towards the pavilion, the fence consists
of concrete posts and chain link fencing approximately 1.6 m
(5’) tall. This is likely to have been installed around the time
that the Rugeley Road was widened. There are several gaps
along its length but overall its condition is reasonable.
3.3.15.5. From the pavilion northwards to the vehicle access gate to
the car park there are the remnants of vertical square bar
fencing entwined within the privet hedge.
3.3.15.6. North of the car park entrance the boundary is marked by a
2.20m (8’) tall concrete post and chain link fence that runs up
to the end of the sports pitch area. Whilst this is generally in
good condition it has numerous self set trees growing through
it. Visually it is very poor and reflects badly on the park and
street scene.
3.3.15.7. From the end of the sports field up to the housing off
Green Slade Grove, the area of semi natural vegetation is
bounded by a timber post and integral 3-rail fence. This was
erected in the early 1990s during general landscaping of the
area.
3.3.15.8. The northern boundary which abuts the housing on Green
Slade Grove consists of 2.0m (6’) timber vertical board fence.
This is the responsibility of the individual property owners.
3.3.15.9. The present western boundary to the operational railway
consists chiefly of 2.2m (8’) weld mesh fence on concrete
posts. This is generally screened by the native tree and shrub
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belt and would have been erected when the former railway
land was taken into council ownership in 1985. More recent
Green palisade fencing was erected in 2008, along the section
where the Chase Heritage Trail loops between the housing on
Green Slade Grove and the railway. All of this fencing is the
responsibility of the council.
3.3.15.10. There are three vehicle gateways and one pedestrian gate
within the council owned boundary fencing. The main avenue
access point does not have any gates as open access is
maintained to the small car park but removable bollards
prevent access further along the main avenue.
3.3.15.11. The southern access adjacent the Victoria Street traffic
lights consist of a pair of modern vertical round bar gates on
tubular steel posts, giving a 4.0m wide access. These match
the replacement fence style. Two drop bollards are located in
front of the gates, the latter being kept open.
3.3.15.12. The vehicle entrance of Rugeley Road is 4.0m wide and
has two tubular steel gate posts but no gates.
3.3.15.13. The pedestrian access point adjacent the pavilion had
been widened in 2008 to improve access as part of the Chase
Heritage Trail works. The original gate was retained but made
redundant following repositioning of the closure post and
installation of a bollard on the widened access point.
3.3.15.14. There are two timber corral structures allowing foot access
into the semi natural area of Rugeley Road. These are integral
to the timber post and rail fence in this area.
3.3.16.

Landscaping – Refer to Section 3.5
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3.4. Ecology –Significant Features
3.4.1. Development
3.4.1.1.

The evolution of the site is noted in Section 3.1

3.4.2. Records & Surveys
3.4.2.1.

The earliest known plant record was of lawn camomile in

1794 by Pitt. In 1844 Garner recorded shore weed in the pool
and it was again recorded by Fraser in 1865.
3.4.2.2.

There are no other known records from the area until the

1990s when intensive recording started on the adjoining
Hednesford Hills, by the council’s Countryside Service.
3.4.2.3.

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust holds the Staffordshire

Ecological Records database, which Cannock Chase Council
has contributed significant data to. A search was made of this
database for all records within a 2 km radius of the park
(Appendix: 7 Staffs Environmental Records results). Whilst
there are no records within the park, it clearly indicates the
importance of the park as a key feature of the green network.
3.4.2.4.

Bat surveys were carried in the park in 2007 and 2008 by

the council’s Countryside Service confirming the presence of
several species of bat. A recent survey (August 2012) was
carried out specifically with regard to the pavilion. (Appendix 8
Phase 1 Habitat Survey…..)
3.4.2.5.

A Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the site was carried out in

June/July 2011 by the council’s Countryside Ecological Officer
(Appendix: 8)
3.4.3. Habitats
3.4.3.1.

The Site

3.4.3.1.1. Much of Hednesford Park consists of amenity
grassland, sports facilities and hard standing. However,
significant areas of semi-natural vegetation still exist
within its boundaries. These consist of areas of woodland,
scrub, heathland and grassland which represent an
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unusually diverse mix of habitats for a formal town park.
Some are the result of deliberate management such as
the planting of woodland, but the most diverse and
important from an ecological perspective are those that
probably pre date the formation of the park, or which have
developed since due to the processes of natural
succession.
3.4.3.2.

Woodland -The two most important areas of woodland are

to be found firstly surrounding the war memorial, and secondly
to the west of the parks football pitches.
3.4.3.2.1. The first, surrounding the war memorial, is a good
example of oak and birch woodland on dry acidic soils.
This woodland has developed naturally following its
isolation from the adjoining heathland and acidic
grassland at around the time that the war memorial was
constructed. The canopy here consists of downy birch,
silver birch, and English oak, with occasional Scots pine.
3.4.3.2.2. Little management has resulted in a high percentage of
standing and fallen dead wood which is of significant
importance to a wide range of organisms including fungi,
birds and bats. There is a good under story and herb
layers.
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Photo 8

Mature oak and birch woodland (TN1) with abundant

standing and fallen dead wood.

3.4.3.2.3. The second is situated at the northern end of the park
and to the west of the football pitches, and appears to owe
its origins to natural succession. This woodland is much
damper, with abundant grey willow and downy birch.
3.4.3.2.4. The underlying soils are nutrient rich, portrayed by the
presence of stinging nettles, cleavers and hogweed. The
only true woodland plant species recorded were broad
buckler and male fern.
3.4.3.2.5. In recent years this area has become drier, chiefly as a
result of drainage issues from adjacent land.
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Photo 9

Wet woodland (TN2) dominated by birch and grey Willow

3.4.3.2.6. Elsewhere the woodlands are clearly of planted origin
and contain a wide range of native and introduced
species. None appear to be of any great age, although
some are now quite tall. These woodland blocks are in
need of thinning, and as a result have no substantial
under-story and lack ground flora species.
3.4.3.3.

Scrub

3.4.3.3.1. The principle area of scrub is to be found at the
northern end of the site. It consists of bramble, gorse, with
some hawthorn, oak, blackthorn, goat willow Guelder
rose, rowan and Norway maple, and provides potential
nest sites for birds.
3.4.3.3.2. This area was originally landscaped following
development of the adjacent housing area to include
native tree and shrub planting and has generally been left
to develop naturally.
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3.4.3.4.

Heath and Acidic Grassland

3.4.3.4.1. There are extensive areas of heathland adjoining the
site (the Hednesford Hills SSSI) and there is one example
within it. This is situated in the strip of land between the
present railway and the current main park access from
Victoria Street. The site consists of a small scale mosaic
of dwarf shrub heath, acidic grassland tall herb species,
bracken, invading trees and scrub, together with
numerous ant hills.
3.4.3.4.2. The habitat is in poor condition with heather, bracken,
invading scrub species, and signs of nutrient enrichment,
but nonetheless it is still of ecological importance.
3.4.3.4.3. This area of habitat appears to predate the park, which
can be evidenced from the historical maps and photos of
the site. It appears to have resulted from the formation of
the embankment supporting the railway which was
opened in 1859.

Photo 10

Remnant heath (TN4) with invading bracken, pine, and coarse
grasses.
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3.4.3.5.

Other Grassland:

3.4.3.5.1. To the north of the heathland, areas of former amenity
grassland have been recently allowed to grow long with
paths cut through for access. The grassland is not
particularly diverse and the flora consists mainly of
species that would typically be found in amenity
grassland, which is not surprising given its origins.
3.4.3.5.2. The flora is dominated by common bent, Yorkshire fog
and ryegrass, with frequent white clover, dandelion,
ribwort plantain, and creeping buttercup.
3.4.3.6.

Buildings

3.4.3.6.1. Buildings or structures can provide suitable habitats for
fauna and flora to live on or in.
3.4.3.6.2. The only building within the site is the pavilion, and
whilst being a fairly new building, it would have some
scope to support bats and birds. However, a survey of the
building in early August 2012 has revealed that the roof
space is not accessible for bats as there are no suitable
entry points around the roof eaves or soffits, due to its
modern construction (Ref Appendix XX).The roof tiles
support various mosses and lichens.
3.4.3.6.3. The war memorial is the only other structure within the
site. Its form and construction do not lend themselves to
providing suitable refuges for bats or nesting birds.
3.4.4. Protected Species
3.4.4.1.

Birds

3.4.4.1.1. Bullfinch, linnet, dunnock, starling and song thrush
have all been recorded on the site. These are all listed
under Section 41 of the Natural Environment Act 2006
due to species decline and as such are priorities for
conservation action.

Page 46 of 102

3.4.4.1.2. A range of other common bird species has also been
observed throughout the site.
3.4.4.1.3. The range of woodland and scrub habitats, including
hedges, will generally be the most important habitats for
birds, but the grassland areas will provide foraging for
many species.
3.4.4.2.

Bats

3.4.4.2.1. Four species of bat have been recorded on the site:
brown long eared, common pipistrelle, noctule and
soprano pipistrelle, of which the first two are known to
have roosts within trees within the site.
3.4.4.2.2. There is common pipistrelle bat roost situated in a
poplar at the northern end of the avenue of trees leading
from Victoria Street, and a brown long eared bat roost in a
dead birch to the east of the war memorial. Both are small
non-maternity roosts that are probably only inhabited on
an occasional basis.
3.4.4.3.

Badgers

3.4.4.3.1. Badgers are known to use the site and two outer setts
exist within the site. (Full details are recorded within a
confidential report). Given the known location of setts
within the local area it is highly likely that the site provides
a good foraging ground.
3.4.4.4.

Butterflies

3.4.4.4.1. A range of butterflies has been noted and recorded on
the site, in particular the small heath butterfly, which is
listed under Section 41 of the Natural Environment Act
2006 due to its recent decline.
3.4.4.5.

Reptiles

3.4.4.5.1. There is a small population of common lizard within the
heath and acidic grassland habitat adjacent to the railway.
This area has, however, been reduced by recent
developments and the present status of the Common
Lizards is unknown and needs to be resurveyed.
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3.4.4.6.

Great Crested Newts

3.4.4.6.1. No great crested newts have been found on the site.
Whilst there is suitable foraging areas there are no
suitable water bodies within, close to or accessible to the
site.
3.5. Landscape
3.5.1. Context
3.5.1.1.

Hednesford Park is one of the four 'District Parks'. Along

with the war memorial, it is located on the edge of Hednesford
Town and four miles from the centre of Cannock.
3.5.1.2.

The main park lies in a small broad valley (155m) which

falls slightly to the south. It is bounded on the east by the
relatively steep slope of Hednesford Hill (200m) on part of
which is the war memorial (164m) whilst to the west the ground
rises slightly more gently through Green Heath to Pye Green
and Brindley Heath (220m)
3.5.1.3.

The park is triangular in shape, bounded to the west by the

Walsall to Rugeley railway line and residential properties of
Green Slade Grove, to the south by Victoria Street to the east
by the A460 Rugeley Road. The park covers an area of 9.44
Ha (23.32 Acres).
3.5.1.4.

On the opposite site of the Rugeley Road lies the war

memorial site, also triangular in shape, which covers 0.8 HA
(2.0 Acres). The memorial itself sits on a small level area
(165m) and originally had clear views over the park but has
retained some of the elevated view southwards towards
Hednesford. To the east the land rises moderately forming
Hednesford Hills.
3.5.1.5.

Hednesford Town Centre is located approximately 30m to

the south of the site with good pedestrian linkage, local buses
and a train station.
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3.5.2. Trees
3.5.2.1.

Full details of all the trees within the park can be found in

the Hednesford Park Arboricultural Management Plan 20112026 (Appendix: 9) The following sections gives a basic
description of the trees, their history, function and value.
3.5.2.2.

The strongest feature within the main park is that of the

tree avenue which runs from the Victoria Street access point in
a northerly direction either side of the 6.0m wide access road.
The main access track then turns eastwards towards the
pavilion and is lined chiefly on the southern side by a single
line of trees with intermittent ones on the northern side.
3.5.2.3.

The trees avenue consists of a mix of species, Lombardy

poplar (Populus nigra cv ‘Italica’). This has then been interplanted with a mixture of either European lime trees (Tilia x
europaea), small leaf lime trees (Tilia cordata), horse chestnut
(Aesculus hippocastanum) and several varieties of maple trees
(Acers).
3.5.2.4.

According to research, the trees were planted as a result of

public subscription/sponsorship. The species were selected by
the then Urban District Council’s Parks Superintendant, Mr T
Simpson.
3.5.2.5.

It was originally proposed to extend the tree avenue

around the whole park but only 120 trees were planted in the
general locations seen today. An OS Plan of the late 1950s to
1960s appears to show approximately six-eight trees in a line
southwards from the pavilion parallel to the present A460
Rugeley Road. Four of these trees have been located within
the present screen planting adjacent the Rugeley Road. The
proposed development of the park would see the extension
and recreation of the avenue around the park.
3.5.2.6.

It is known that numbered certificates were produced for

each tree and presented to those who had donated funds. All
the details were recorded on a large scale plan. Unfortunately
the plan was lost when the pavilion was burnt down in 1998.
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3.5.2.7.

The varied mix of species used creates by modern design

standards, a disjointed arboreal look to an avenue in terms of
the mix of shapes, sizes, colour and form. The use of
Lombardy poplars may have resulted from the fact they were in
vogue in the 1930s, but certainly not in respect of their
longevity unless they were seen as a nurse crop for other
species.
3.5.2.8.

There are further mature trees that run along what was the

original park boundary, to the west and north of the present
skateboard area and up to the tennis courts. It is unlikely that
these were part of the original tree sponsorship scheme given
their type and density and may have been self set specimens
given the adjacent land use. They however do provide a strong
visual feature and help to give spatial definition. These aspects
will be picked up and enhanced within the development
proposals
3.5.2.9.

There are a number of Lawson cypress (Chamaecyparis

lawsoniana) trees located around the tennis courts. Similar
planting is found on other parks in Cannock which is likely to
be attributable to the design ambitions of the District Council’s
then Parks Superintendant. They presently form a strong visual
feature, somewhat dominating the location.
3.5.2.10. Their present size dominates what were originally shrub
and flower beds preventing the use of the latter with the root
growth affecting the adjacent paths.
3.5.2.11. Semi - mature trees, chiefly beech, can be found along the
Rugeley Road boundary south of the pavilion. These appear to
have grown up from the remnants of a hedge line along the
road and together with a variety of newer planting (1980s) set
just within the boundary provide a dense barrier between the
road and the park.
3.5.2.12. Whilst this enhances the overall character of this area and
screens out visual intrusion from the road it negates any visual
linkage to the war memorial. Selective thinning and removal of
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the trees will enhance the development and diversity of this
buffer area and create two distinct vistas linking the war
memorial and park whilst retaining a relative screen to the
main road.
3.5.2.13. To the north of the pavilion along the Rugeley Road is a
mix of planted and self set trees including some native shrub
planting. The trees consist chiefly of ash, birch, rowan and field
maple. Most were planted in the mid to late 1980s as part of a
district-wide planting scheme to increase tree cover and
improve the aesthetic look of areas.
3.5.2.14. The majority of self set trees have grown up and into the
existing chain link fence which negates their long term survival
and continues to distort the fence.
3.5.2.15. There is a mature oak woodland with some pine in
Gaskin’s Wood, an SSSI that forms the present backdrop to
the war memorial. To the west adjacent the Rugeley Road
there is a woodland edge of pine, ash, beech and birch, whilst
to the east there is a predominance of birch. To the south and
either side of the path up to the memorial the area consists of
more formal planting of yew and holly. Photographic evidence
appears to indicate (Ref Photo No. 5) that when the war
memorial was constructed it was surrounded generally by open
space. Map evidence shows that the original oak woodland to
the rear. North of the memorial trees may have been partially
cut back or cleared prior to the end of the First World War but
these were subsequently allowed to grow back or re-colonise
the area.
3.5.3. Shrub and Ornamental Planting
3.5.3.1.

Photographic evidence indicates that there were numerous

ornamental flower and shrub beds within the park, chiefly
around the pavilion, tennis courts and bowling greens. Very
few remain except for the larger bed located between the
pavilion and car park along the boundary to Rugeley Road. Its
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value in terms of colour form and function is relatively low due
to its age and past management.
3.5.3.2.

Today there are no areas of formal bedding within the park

and these are a strong visual element within the Council’s
other parks.
3.5.3.3.

No plans or records of any of the original planting schemes

for formal bedding schemes have been found to date.
3.5.3.4.

Areas of more recent planting, adjacent to the present

railway boundary and similarly the housing on Green Slade
Grove and along the A460 Rugeley Road south of the pavilion
have in general occurred since the early to mid 1980s and
consist chiefly of a mix of native tree and shrubs. Detailed
plans of these with the exception of that along the railway
boundary are held by the council.
3.5.3.5.

The layout of the grounds to the war memorial was

designed by a Mr. Barnes, Head Gardener to the Duke of
Westminster, and Mr Peter Blair of Trentham Gardens
supervised the planting of the shrubs (about 750 shrubs in
total, with five rows placed at either side of the main drive). A
plan exists that showing a planting plan indicating planting
locations however there appears to be no record on the plan of
the species used.
3.5.3.6.

Holly and yew were two of the main species used, together

with box. The former two have swamped the site in recent
years resulting in the loss of some of the other species. Recent
cutting back and reduction of the holly and yew has opened up
the views to the memorial and exposed some of the remaining
shrubs.
3.5.3.7.

An analysis will be made of the remaining planting to

determine what was original and what has been added over
the years.
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3.5.4. Hedges
3.5.4.1.

There are several hedges within the site. Contemporary

evidence suggests that these are part of the original planting
works when the park was laid out in the 1930s as they tend to
follow the original park boundaries. The majority of the hedges
are well maintained.
3.5.4.2.

Main Avenue Hedge

3.5.4.2.1. To the western side along the former boundary to the
railway, the hedge runs from the entrance way up to a
point in line with the north end of the tennis courts. This
hedge consists chiefly of native hawthorn and blackthorn
and is maintained at about 1.2m (3’) tall. Two short
sections have been removed in the last few years, one to
accommodate the Chase Heritage Trail access through
the site and the second in relation to the construction of
the Reserve Forces Cadets Association (RFCA) building
adjacent to the park entrance.
3.5.4.2.2. To the eastern side of the avenue and adjacent to the
original football field location is a hedge of privet
approximately 1.5m (5’) tall. This runs from the entrance
way up to where the main avenue turns east. A section
from the entrance way has been removed to
accommodate the ongoing access revisions required as
part of the town centre redevelopment scheme.
3.5.4.3.

Tennis, Bowls & Recreational Areas.

3.5.4.3.1. To the west and south of the present skate board/multiuse games area is a tall 1.8-20m (6-8’) hedge. It has
become somewhat broad in areas. Chiefly of privet but
with occasional sycamore. It screens views of the
recreational areas and acts as a natural division. There
are several gaps, particularly one to the western side due
to fire damage.
3.5.4.3.2. Along the northern side of the tennis courts is a wide
tall hedge 2.0m tall (7’) principally of privet. It is

Page 53 of 102

overshadowed by numerous trees along its length. This
provides a strong visual barrier between the tennis courts
and the adjacent football field.
3.5.4.3.3. A low privet hedge 1-1.2m (3-4’) is located between the
former bowling greens and the skate/multi-use games
area. Whilst the two areas are separated by a fence the
low hedge creates a low relatively solid visual barrier
which reinforces the spatial definition.
3.5.4.4.

West of the Pavilion

3.5.4.4.1. From the present vehicle access off Rugeley Road
southwards past the pavilion pedestrian entrance to the
main block of woodland there is a hedge of privet. Its
height varies from 1.2m to 1.8m (4-6’). Within this can be
found remnants of the old metal fence that surrounded the
park. The hedge does not screen the adjacent road and
traffic, as the road level is elevated above the top of the
hedge. However, it provides a solid green boundary
feature.
3.5.4.4.2. Further south along the Rugeley Road are the
remnants of a beech hedge, a large proportion of which
has developed into semi mature trees although some
small suppressed examples remain.
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3.6. Landscape Character & Use
3.6.1. The park and war memorial can be divided into four basic zones
that not only reflect the use but also the site’s character. Ref Plan
No. 13 – Landscape character & Use Zones.
These are:•

Zone 1

War Memorial

•

Zone 2

Central Core – pavilion, tennis courts,

bowling greens, senior play area
•

Zone 3

Amenity Grass Areas – football

pitches and children’s play area
•

Zone 4

Semi - Natural Habitat Areas.

3.6.2. Zone 1 - War Memorial. A relatively enclosed site visually and
physically.
3.6.2.1.

Character

3.6.2.1.1. Although located in a prominent position on the edge of
Hednesford Hills the site is both physically and visually
isolated due to the growth of surrounding trees and
woodland together with the increasing use and
development of the A460 Rugeley Road. The principal
view from and to the site is in a southerly direction along
the entrance drive, over the gates towards Hednesford.
The memorial gates and pillars are relatively prominent by
being adjacent to the A460 Rugeley Road and its junction
with Victoria Street. There are only limited glimpses of the
main park, chiefly in winter through the deciduous trees.
3.6.2.1.2. Access to the war memorial site is restricted to the
main entrance gates although there is a small pedestrian
gate, welded shut, midway along the northern boundary
fence. An access track which incorporates Public
Footpath No10 runs parallel to the eastern boundary
linking to the Museum of Cannock Chase.
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3.6.2.1.3. These factors help to give the site a secluded, quiet
and relatively peaceful character. This lessens as one
walks down the entrance path towards the main gate.
3.6.2.2.

Use

3.6.2.2.1. As is the case with many war memorials the level of
use is extremely low throughout the year, peak time being
in November for Remembrance Day. This and the limited
access reinforce the character of the zone.
3.6.3. Zone 2 Central Core. Of strong dynamic but hard urban
character.
3.6.3.1.

Character

3.6.3.1.1. The zone is enclosed on the northern, western and
southern sides by tall hedge and trees although that to the
south is generally more open, having views over the
sports pitches and towards Victoria Street. The eastern
boundary is more open giving views of the adjacent
woodland, housing and traffic on the A460 Rugeley Road.
Within the zone the individual facilities are generally
separated by fences, walls or occasional low hedges
creating a series of generally open compartments which is
also emphasised by the various changes in levels.
3.6.3.1.2. There is a high percentage of paved surfaces including
paths steps and walls which gives a hard urban feel and
along with the fencing and hedges, an enclosed feel to the
zone compared to the rest of the park.
3.6.3.2.

Use

3.6.3.2.1. Historically this is the main centre of the park containing
the original formal activities – pavilion facilities, bowling
greens and tennis courts to which a multi-use games
area, skate board and parking area have recently been
added. Apart from the existing play area adjacent to
Victoria Street this zone has the highest level of use within
the park as a whole.
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3.6.3.2.2. The main formal areas of the park, the pavilion (rebuilt
1998), tennis courts, bowling greens and senior/youth play
areas and small stoned parking area can all be accessed
from Rugeley Road.
3.6.3.2.3. This area contains the only remaining formal
ornamental planting areas within the park. The area of
original ornamental planting was reduced east of the
tennis courts to allow formation of the stoned car park.
The remaining ornamental planting is both over mature
and sparse and does not present a welcoming or
attractive feature to the park.
3.6.4. Zone 3. Open Extensive Area with Easy Access.
3.6.4.1.

Character

3.6.4.1.1. Made up of relatively flat amenity grass areas which
can be subdivided into the main area (3a) to the south of
zone 2, running up to Victoria Street and adjacent zone 1
and a smaller area (3b) located north of zone 2
3.6.4.1.1.1. 3a incorporates an expansive fenced play area
abutting Victoria Street together with a large grassed
area including two football pitches, with open views
from the south but screened from the east, A460, by
large plantation woodland, to the north and west by
the tree avenue along the existing main access path.
The southern boundary incorporates young and
mature trees that give a veiled view of traffic using
Victoria Street, which is at a higher level than the
park.
3.6.4.1.1.2. 3b consists of a large level grassed area
containing a single football pitch adjacent to the A460
Rugeley Road. It is enclosed by trees and hedges to
the south, the woodland to the west, emerging
planted semi natural landscape to the north and a
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thin belt of planted and self set trees along the
eastern, Rugeley Road boundary.
3.6.4.2.

Use

3.6.4.2.1. This area of land has historically been used as a sports
pitch by the Colliery Sports Society, principally as a
football field (Section 3.3.3). This use continues today
with numerous local teams involved chiefly in Sunday
league fixtures.
3.6.5. Zone 4 Semi-Natural Areas
3.6.5.1.

Character

3.6.5.1.1. This zone consists of a number of distinct but linked
areas of varied semi natural habitats which lie along the
western and northern boundaries of the site (Map No. 13).
It can be divided into sub areas, the more open part being
the heathland/acid grassland (4a) to the south which is
enclosed by the plantation woodland (4c) to the west
along the railway boundary and the tree avenue of the
main access road. The woodland opens out northwards
into a wider area of amenity grass land, the latter being
crossed by the Chase Heritage Trail, which then
becomes enclosed northwards by semi natural woodland.
The damp woodland (4b) links via a board walk to the
recently planted scrub/woodland (4d) to the north which
abuts the 1980s housing development of Green Slade
Grove.
3.6.5.1.2. This zone has a general natural, gentle and peaceful
character despite being crossed by the CHT, which is in
strong contrast to the rest of the park.
3.6.5.2.

Use

3.6.5.2.1. This zone contains the main areas of ecological interest
and has limited access due to the topography and nature
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of the sites. It is generally used for walking, as a link to
other areas, dog walking, observing nature and
contemplation, all of which equates to a general passive
use.
3.7. Value and Importance
3.7.1. The value and importance of the site is not just restricted to the
people of Hednesford but also to residents of the whole of the
Cannock Chase District and far further afield given the evidence
from the various consultations carried out. Hednesford Park was
identified as the most preferred park in the Green space audit of
2005. Added to this is the value of the site in respect of biodiversity
at both local and national level as well as an important feature in the
economic prosperity of the area.
3.7.2. The site has very strong links with the local mining industry. The
original development of the park was funded by placing a levy of
one penny per ton on all coal produced by local mines over a
number of years which by 1930 had raised £15,000. Development
of the war memorial was assisted by local collieries but was chiefly
funded by local subscription and fund-raising.
3.7.3. From the outset, the park proved to be a very valued and wellused community resource. By August 1932 Hednesford Park had
already seen 3,498 games of tennis and 5,232 games of bowls!
Over the years, the cricket and football pitches were also used on a
regular basis by groups such as Cannock Chase Mining and
Technical College and competing teams from the local collieries.
The various collieries played each other in a keenly fought cup
competition.
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Photo 11
Local man Abraham Barker,
who as well as working full-time as a coal
miner was a part-time Park Keeper at
Hednesford Park. During the period of his
employment, from around 1950 until 1956, he
also liked to try his hand on the park bowling
greens.

3.7.4. Through the decades, the park has played host to various
community events and activities. This has included the annual
Hednesford Wakes held each October, Hospital Pageants (raising
money for hospitals in the days before the National Health Service),
Sunday School Demonstration Days, and one-off celebrations such
as the Coronation Carnival Procession held in 1953. In the 1980s
and early 1990s the S.P.A.C.E. scheme (a programme aimed at 1016 year olds organised each summer by Staffordshire Police) held
some of its activities in Hednesford Park.

Photo 12
A tug of war
competition held at a
community event in the park
circa 1948.
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3.7.5. The people of Hednesford often describe the park as being the
hub of the community. As well as being used for sports and games,
many locals say it was frequently the focus of an affordable family
outings. They fondly recall engaging in simple activities such as
making use of the children’s playground. Many have vivid
memories of each piece of equipment and the fun they had using
them. The community also recall being able to purchase an icecream or drink from the pavilion, or gathering together on a sunny
day to enjoy a picnic.

Photo 13
Local lady
Wendy Barr (nee
Bridges) with her mother
and father pictured
outside the pavilion
circa1955. Note cyclists
in the background.

Photo 14
Twins
Andrew and Richard
Soltysik during a family
outing at the park
circa1967. They are
pictured on the ‘horse’ that
was part of the children’s
playground.
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3.7.6. Today the park is still used for a wide range of events. However,
this is somewhat reduced, which tends to reflect the changing
nature of the industrial and social nature of the areas as well as
nationally but also society in general.
3.7.7. The very popular annual Hednesford Park Lantern Parade is a
successful event where schools, the Community and Parks Officers
work together. Annually it attracts over 500 children, who make the
lanterns as part of their school curriculum. The park also hosts an
annual funfair, circus (non animal), the Sports Development/Play
Rangers events within the school holidays and over 216 football
matches a year, including regional cup matches and finals.

Photos 15 & 16

Community games day led by Staffordshire Fire Service held in
April 2012

3.7.8. The war memorial has a very high local significance because it
contains the names of local men, many of whose families still live in
the area.
3.7.9.

Since the war memorial was unveiled, the annual Armistice Day
Service, held in November, has brought together many community
groups, including representatives of the council, ex-servicemen, Girl
Guides, Boy Scouts, the Salvation Army and local schoolchildren
not just locally but nationally. Traditionally, the participants march
in a procession from the town to the war memorial grounds. Today,
between 300 to 500 people attend this event.

Page 62 of 102

Photo No. 17 Views of Remembrance Day Parade returning along Market Street Photo
courtesy and © David Greatrix (Vice-Chairman, HTA 2011)

Photo No. 18 Remembrance Day Parade at Hednesford War Memorial
Photo courtesy and © David Greatrix (Vice-Chairman, HTA 2011)

3.7.10.

War memorials are of general historical significance and

this will increase with the coming centenary of World War I. This
memorial is also of aesthetic and architectural significance in its
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design, materials, setting and hilltop location, which was recognised
by being given ‘Grade II Listed’ status in 2007.
3.7.11.

The Chase Heritage Trail is a well used route and highly

valued by the local communities especially in providing not just
access the park but in providing an alternative vehicle free link to
Hednesford Town Centre from adjacent residential and business
areas as well as easy links to other major areas of green space and
the open countryside. It allows and encourages residents and
visitors to visit the park and adjacent sites of interest in a
sustainable way.
3.7.12.

Habitat wise the site is situated in a strategically significant

location forming a wildlife link between the Chasewater and South
Staffordshire Coalfield Heathland SSSI and the rough grassland,
scrub and heathland remnants along the railway, which form a link
with the Cannock Chase Special Area of Conservation as well as
other designated sites.
3.7.13.

This linkage allows the movement of species and genetic

exchange that operate at a landscape scale and whilst some of the
habitats within the site are small, they are valuable in providing an
important stepping stone for the movement of species.
3.7.14.

The woodland surrounding Hednesford War Memorial is of

no lesser ecological value than the adjacent Gaskin’s Wood, which
is within the SSSI and therefore of national importance. It is
understood that it was omitted from it only on the basis that the
fence around the memorial formed a more easily definable
boundary to the SSSI. It should therefore be considered to be of
equal value and managed as part of the SSSI woodland.
3.7.15.

The remaining habitats are of more local importance, but

significantly enhance the ecological value of the site, and in turn
support a number of species that are considered to be a priority for
conservation in the UK.
3.7.16.

Visually and aesthetically, the site provides a valuable

‘green lung’ within the urban framework where people can relax
from the stresses of modern day life. The financial value of the site
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or any park can easily be calculated however the financial benefit is
far more difficult to work out. Much evidence has been collected on
the uplift of residential and commercial property values adjacent to
such sites. Well designed and managed green spaces help to
attract inward investment as well as new residents which also helps
towards future improvements of the sites.
3.7.17.

Linking the proposals with the Hednesford Town Centre

Redevelopment project will not only ensure an improved visual and
physical appearance for the whole area but will stimulate further
investment as well as encouraging more people into the town and
park and with a resultant increase in spending within the local area.
3.7.18.

More importantly is the health benefit and value not just to

the local residents but to the wider and national community.
Healthy employees both physically and mentally are more
productive, this creates a healthy working and living environment
which attracts both new residents and businesses, all helping to
promote and improve the area.
3.7.19.

However, life expectancy for Cannock Chase residents in

general, remains lower than the rest of Staffordshire, culminating in
higher standardised mortality rations. The district has a history of
respiratory disease and coronary heart disease linked to the coal
mining industry.
3.7.20.

The district also has significant levels of deprivation with

the equivalent of six wards falling within the top 25% of deprived
Wards in England. The Indices of Deprivation 2004 identifies that
Cannock Chase is ranked 134 out of 345 local authorities. It is the
most deprived Local Authority in Staffordshire (excluding Stoke on
Trent).
3.7.21.

As such the site has a very key role to play in the quality of

people’s lives and it is important that all efforts and available
resources are targeted to the site to improve it so that the health
and wellbeing of the local residents and the district as a whole is
improved.
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3.7.22.

The park has already been included in the Primary Care

Trust healthy walks initiative and provides an area of peace and
tranquillity and opportunities to improve health.
3.7.23.

The existing recreation facilities within the park form an

important part of the council’s PPG 17 Green Space Study and
developing policy for the local area. This relates to the existing
provision of open space and recreation facilities within the district
and sets out the standards for provision in all new developments or
appropriate improvements to existing areas so that a balanced
provision is achieved throughout the Cannock Chase district.
3.7.24.

The site is identified as Green Space within the council’s

Local Plan, and so forms a major element in the Green Space
Network helping to link visually and physically the surrounding open
space areas within the urban framework to the adjacent
countryside.
3.7.25.

Overall it can be said that the site continues to play a major

role in the vitality, physically, visually and economically, within not
just the local area but also district wide and in some aspects
regionally if not nationally.
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4. Risks and Opportunities:
4.1. Public Expectations
4.1.1. Expectation that any proposals shown on plans or discussed,
even though clearly marked ‘Draft Proposals,’ will be built.
4.1.2. That the council will be improving the park as per the proposals,
irrespective of the funding available.
4.1.3. That once funding is approved, work will commence immediately
and be completed quickly.
4.1.4. That given the funding, the works will be carried out and not be
affected by any other statutory requirement.
4.2. Conservation and Commercial Enterprise
4.2.1. That the proposals meet the expectations and requirements of the
various conservation and heritage bodies and that there is sufficient
funding to carry out the work to the required high standard.
4.2.2. Pavilion – form and function of space created is appropriate for
the anticipated needs of the proposals but can be adapted easily to
cater for changes.
4.2.3. Cafeteria –
4.2.3.1.

That the anticipated level of use is sufficient to sustain a

commercial operation all year round.
4.2.3.2.

Ensuring that the premises are adequate to cater for the

proposed level of use or can be adapted easily to cater for
increases or reductions in use levels – e.g. Bank Holidays, day
time in winter.
4.2.3.3.

Ensuring that a high quality product is sold and maintained

after the initial enthusiasm has subsided.
4.2.3.4.

That the service provision is not set at too high a level from

the offset. Start simple and basic but good.
4.2.3.5.

That the service will operate on a not for profit basis via the

use of a social enterprise unit.
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4.3. Security & Accessibility
4.3.1. Security
4.3.1.1.

Any designs must ensure that opportunities for crime are

designed out and that the fear and perception of crime is
reduced as much as possible without compromising the overall
function and aesthetics of the proposals.
4.3.1.2.

CCTV has limited potential, especially given the size of the

site and not least in respect of the location and extent of
existing and proposed tree planting, which limits site lines.
More importantly it does not prevent crime taking place.
4.3.1.3.

Lighting should only be incorporated where essential or as

a specific feature. Total illumination destroys the character of
an area. The park is surrounded on two sides by well lit main
roads which have high levels of illumination that spill over into
the main areas of the park. These would illuminate the parking
areas and most of the pavilion area. Any illumination of
pathways should be of a sufficient level at night to be able to
clearly make out people moving in the park.
4.3.1.4.

The proposals must incorporate good quality materials that

are robust and long lasting. This avoids issues of vandalism or
failure which can quickly lead to a perception of a troubled site.
It also helps to reduce ongoing maintenance liabilities.
4.3.1.5.

Protection of vulnerable features during out of hours

periods and/or unsocial activities will be considered.
4.3.1.6.

Segregation of facilities or different uses must also be

considered to avoid accidental or, more importantly, antisocial
behaviour by one group disturbing or antagonising another
group.
4.3.2. Accessibility
4.3.2.1.

The whole park should be easily and safely accessible to

all the community irrespective of any disabilities, both mental
and physical. These aspects have been identified in the
Hednesford Park Access Audit 2012 (Appendix: 10)
4.3.2.2.

Steps should be avoided unless there is no alternative.
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4.3.2.3.

Clear signposting of routes and features must be

incorporated at main entrance points.
4.3.2.4.

Access to individual facilities should be clear, easy and

straight forward without resulting in conflict or disturbing other
users.
4.3.2.5.

Vehicle and pedestrian traffic should, where at all possible,

be segregated. Where this is not feasible, there should be
clear and easily accessible refuges for people to avoid
vehicles.
4.3.2.6.

The access development has been discussed with a

number of relevant interested parties and the design proposals
will incorporated their requirements.
4.4. Reducing Carbon Footprint & Building Aesthetics
4.4.1. Carbon Footprint
4.4.1.1.

Preference should be given to the use of recycled

materials at all stages of the work including maintenance and
running operations and the recyclability of any material used.
4.4.1.2.

Waste material produced especially during the construction

stage will be utilised on site e.g. excavated material used as
general fill. Material produced as part of the ongoing
maintenance or operation of the site and its facilities should
also be utilised on site or recycled appropriately e.g. all green
material to be composted on site, recycling of metal
components, plastics, paper, cardboard, timber and even
cooking oil as part of daily operation and maintenance of the
facilities.
4.4.1.3.

Where feasible the use of ‘grey water’ should be

incorporated in all buildings together with the use of solar or
wind power to reduce energy consumption. Surface water
drainage should recharge local groundwater via soakaways
rather than direct discharge to drains or sewers.
4.4.1.4.

The use of local supplies should be built into the

development as a whole particularly within the operation of the
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development. Sourcing local food supplies not only reduces
costs and the effect on the environment but would stimulate,
improve and strengthen the local economy and community.
4.4.1.5.

Preference should be given to using local contractors,

which would also strengthen links with the community and
increase local investment.
4.4.2. Building Aesthetics
4.4.2.1.

Emphasis should be on maintaining, if not recreating, the

original appearance of the pavilion whilst incorporating modern
requirements. Additional elements should clearly be seen as
modern additions that complement and/or contrast with the
original form and design of the pavilion but do not detract from
its appearance.
4.4.2.2.

The pavilion interior will be to a high standard reflecting the

importance placed on the building and ensuring that it creates
a quality environment that induces people to make repeated
visits or positive recommendations to others.
4.4.2.3.

Any alteration or new building works must fit in with the

park, not be imposed on it, so as to maintain and improve the
quality and character of the wholes site.
4.5. Management & Maintenance
4.5.1. Ensuring that appropriate resources are in place to cater for the
ongoing maintenance and management of the site following its
renovation and improvement both financially and physically. These
have been considered in the Management and Maintenance Plan.
4.5.2. Ensuring that appropriate training is available for all those
involved with the site, from volunteers to senior managers.
4.5.3. Avoid over reliance on key personnel through appropriate staff
provision but also by maintaining up-to-date details of site
infrastructure, operating methods and practices and ensuring these
are readily available to respective parties.
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4.5.4. Develop long term and clearly defined goals for the site that all
can aspire and work to.
4.5.5. The uplift in staff quality and performance can be passed to other
sites through training or secondment/rotation of parks staff.
4.6. Horticultural Excellence & Standards of Maintenance
4.6.1. The general public are likely to expect the high standards
achieved on the site to be attained not just in all other parks within
the district but that similar standards are applied to all other open
spaces within the district. Setting out clear goals and parameters for
the varying levels of maintenance on different types of sites would
clarify this.
4.6.2. The works to the site and the project as a whole will lead to an
increase in public awareness of the site, its role, requirements and
benefits that will also be relevant to the understanding and working
of the environment, not just of the site but to that around it where
people live.
4.6.3. Gaining a better understanding of trees, their benefits and more
specifically their requirements would hopefully lead to acceptance
and development of the district’s urban forest through the council’s
Urban Forestry Strategy and the benefits that this would bring to the
district and its residents visually, physically, socially and
economically.
4.6.4. The public will be able to use this understanding to seek out and
make improvements to their local environment as a whole.
4.7. Climate Change & its Affect on Flora & Fauna
4.7.1. Hotter, drier summers, milder, wetter winters and abnormal
weather conditions all affect fauna and flora. How far and to what
extent this develops is open to conjecture. Any rapid and prolonged
environmental changes produce detrimental effects on existing flora
and fauna and where possible such changes should be mitigated
for.
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4.7.2. The use of robust plant species that can tolerate a greater range
of conditions should be incorporated into any proposals, especially
for the long term structure of the site so as to maintain its integrity.
Use of specific cultivars rather than basic varieties of plants may
assist but need to be balanced against the range of fauna such
cultivars can support.
4.7.3. Whilst the site contains a range of habitats which provide great
diversity within the site, some are relatively small, fragmented or
fragile. The practicality of maintaining a small isolated habitat
against continuing environmental detrimental change has to be
assessed. Resources may be better targeted to larger or better
connected sites whilst allowing the existing habitat to change and
adapt to the new environmental conditions. This opens up study
and research opportunities.
4.7.4. Conserving water both in terms of direct use and use of ‘grey
water’ will aid the environment as a whole as well as financially.
Apart from recycling this can be helped via appropriate choice of
plant species, as well as use of mulches but also in what, when and
how maintenance operations are carried out e.g. forking over and
mulching of ornamental beds or time of planting operations.
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5. Enhancements:
5.1. Masterplan
5.1.1. The council’s vision for the site is that ‘By 2019 Hednesford Park
will be a vibrant green community resource and through
partnerships will provide a clean, safe environment with horticultural
excellence, a site where all residents, businesses, the local
community and visitors can come and enjoy its heritage, diversity
and ambience’.
5.1.2. The overall aims of the development of the site are :•

To meet future enhanced community and visitor needs through
the provision of cost effective services providing a welcoming and
safe site.

•

Enhance and encourage increased usage of existing facilities by
creating a wider appeal to the community and visitors.

•

Promote participation in health, well being and informal recreation
for all ages and abilities.

•

Improve and increase the site’s biodiversity and enhance the
historical landscape of the site.

•

Increase community learning of heritage and that of others.

•

Record, conserve, celebrate and provide interpretation of the
site’s heritage to the widest audiences.

•

Create sustainable horticultural demonstration and training areas
for all ages and abilities.

5.1.3. The Masterplan has been prepared and adapted following the
assessment of all the researched information, assessment of the
present site, its history, form, function and use. This combined with
the feedback from the various consultations (wants and comments)
with individuals and groups, both professional and general public
and with the technical and professional knowledge and expertise of
the project team, council staff and other specialist advisors has
been incorproated in order to meet the aims and aspirations of the
residents and users of the present site.
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5.1.4. Appendix: 11 contains numerous drawings that highlight the
analytical and thought process behind the development of the
Masterplan.
5.1.5. The following sections relate to the individual aspects of the
proposals outlined on the Masterplan. Some aspects will require
more detailed design work that would only be undertaken following
confirmation of funding.
5.2. Access Provision
5.2.1. New Main Avenue Path
5.2.1.1.

A new 4.0m wide tarmaced access road is proposed to

connect up the southern access point off Victoria Street with
the existing main access drive adjacent to the recently
constructed RFCA building. This will also connect via a new
embankment to a revised pedestrian and cycle access point off
the new roundabout on the realigned Victoria Street.
5.2.1.2.

The development of the access road is a result of the

Hednesford Town Centre Redevelopment Scheme and its
alignment and design was agreed with the developer to ensure
appropriate and direct links with the town centre were made
and that the works would not have a detrimental physical or
visual impact on the park.
5.2.1.3.

This new access road will be a key section in the creation

a paved circular path around the park, as originally envisaged.
5.2.1.4.

The access road will be planted with trees to form an

avenue that would continue the existing avenue along the
southern boundary and form a strong feature defining the park
visually and physically. This would also fulfil one of the original
design intentions thus completing a heritage design aspect of
the park.
5.2.1.5.

The new access point adjacent to the roundabout would

incorporate a large circular paved area set beneath a sail
canopy structure. The latter would not only provide cover but
act as a strong visual focal point, reinforcing the link with the
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town centre and as part of the present redevelopment of
Hednesford town centre.
5.2.1.6.

This circular paved area is envisaged as an area for

outdoor exhibitions and performances and would be a modern
representation of the temporary bandstand that was once used
in the park.
5.2.1.7.

By virtue of being an extension of the embankment to the

new main avenue, it would also have commanding views over
the park. More importantly, it will have a direct line of sight to
the war memorial, with a similar vista to the pavilion.
5.2.1.8.

The existing northern end of the present main avenue

would be extended, albeit at a reduced width of 4.0m, to link
round the proposed senior play area/facilities to link up with the
car park (Para: 5.2.4.4) and the A460 Rugeley Road. This
would assist in allowing service vehicles to access the site and
pavilion, reducing potential conflicts with the increased number
of users along the Victoria Street frontage.
5.2.2. Circular Access Path
5.2.2.1.

This was one of the original design intentions for the park

and will be fulfilled as part of the proposals whilst being
adapted to suit present day aspirations. It would consist of
three sections, the first incorporating the existing access track
from the pavilion westwards and then south west towards the
new RFCA building. The second section would encompass the
new access road down to the southern access point on Victoria
Street and the third would utilise a new footpath running from
the southern access point up to the pavilion, parallel with the
Rugeley Road. This also picks up on a well used desire line
but would be given a slight meandering feel to encompass the
adjacent woodland edge planting.
5.2.2.2.

An extension of this route would be from the pavilion

northwards and westwards through the car park, then turning
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southwards along a linking path past the senior play areas to
link to the end of the existing main access/avenue.
5.2.3. Existing Footpath Improvements
5.2.3.1.

There is presently considerable variation in the levels of

the car park, tennis courts, bowling green, surfaced games
area and around the pavilion, as well as to and from Rugeley
Road. This makes access difficult, if not impossible, for a range
of people. This had been identified within the access audit.
(Appendix: 10)
5.2.3.2.

The proposals include the regrading of areas and existing

paths and the formation of suitable ramps with or without
handrails throughout the site so as to maximise the
accessibility for all site users. (Section 5.2.4.3 & 5.6)
5.2.3.3.

Paths will be of a tarmac construction, matching the

existing provision whilst allowing easy cleaning /sweeping as
well as reducing the long term maintenance. Path edging will
be flush with adjacent grassed areas to allow and promote
sustainable drainage. Within semi natural areas unbound paths
may be used to give a more natural appearance.
5.2.4. Parking
5.2.4.1.

Overall emphasis with the development is on sustainability

and developing a park for local people. It aims to encourage
them and others to visit by sustainable means, namely by foot,
cycle and public transport. As part of the Hednesford
Regeneration Project, two car parks will be formed at either
end of Victoria Street which will cater for the general public
visiting Hednesford town.
5.2.4.2.

The existing access point off Rugeley Road is to be

widened to 6.0m to accommodate two way traffic and reduce
any issues with access from or to the A460. It will also
accommodate pedestrian access.
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5.2.4.3.

The existing stoned car park adjacent to the tennis courts

will be regraded, resurfaced, drained and marked out,
principally to accommodate disabled access and parking. The
latter will encompass an improved/regraded footpath to the
pavilion as well as the tennis courts and bowls areas.
5.2.4.4.

Parking provision will be extended on the north side of the

tennis courts to compensate for the area lost off Victoria Street
and to give a number of additional spaces.
5.2.5. Transport Links
5.2.5.1.

The site is well connected to the local transport network.

(Ref the Access Plan in the Access Audit Appendix: 10).
Hednesford Railway station is approximately 10 minutes walk
away and provides a direct service via Walsall to Birmingham.
The government has recently confirmed that this route is to be
improved by electrification. Hednesford Bus Station provides a
range of bus services to all surrounding areas within and
beyond the district. The existing bus station is being replaced
with multiple bus stop/pull ins on the realigned section of
Victoria Street as part of the Hednesford Town Centre
Redevelopment. These will be within 150m of the new
pedestrian and cycle access to the park.
5.2.5.2.

There are two bus stops on the Rugeley Road to the

northern end of the park. Discussions will be held with both
Staffordshire County Council and bus operators as to the
feasibility of relocating the two stops further south, closer to the
pedestrian entrance adjacent to the pavilion.
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5.3. War Memorial
5.3.1. Restoration work will follow the recommendations within the Barr
& Grosvenor report (Appendix 5) which includes:5.3.2. Memorial
5.3.2.1.

Removal of damaged and loose concrete paving slabs

around the base of the war memorial and replacement with
granite block work to match the existing memorial stone work.
5.3.2.2.

Raking out and repointing of all joint work on the memorial.

5.3.2.3.

Repair and secure fix the bronze plaques. Security

marking all metal features with Smartwater TM as advocated by
the War Memorial Trust.
5.3.2.4.

Increasing the extent of the level gravelled area to the east

side of the memorial to cater for Armistice gathering.
5.3.3. Gates, Gate Pillars & Fencing 5.3.3.1.

Renovation of the gate stone pillars to their original

condition, including the removal of various layers of paint to
expose the original stone finish, making good
chipped/damaged areas of masonry, rebedding/refixing a
dislodged pillar together with the realignment and securing of
iron works to the pillars.
5.3.3.2.

Renovation and restoration of gates following careful

removal, stripping to component parts, shot blasting, repair
and/or replacement of damaged sections, priming, painting and
rehanging.
5.3.3.3.

Renovation, restoration and renewal of existing iron

fencing to the site perimeter via careful dismantling, removal,
shot blasting, cutting out and replacement of damaged or
corroded parts, priming, painting and re installation on the
same alignment but within a narrow surfaced strip (mowing
strip) to allow for easier, improved maintenance and reduced
erosion of fence base.
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5.3.4. Grounds
5.3.4.1.

Resurfacing of the main access path presently consisting

of loose gravel with a bound gravel surface to reduce erosion
and allow easier and safer access for visitors, especially the
more infirm and elderly visitors to the war memorial.
5.3.4.2.

Re-establishing the visual links with the main park site by

the creation of two narrow vistas from the war memorial
towards the pavilion and the new main entrance way off
Victoria Street thus restoring the heritage link between the park
and the memorial.
5.3.4.3.

Renovation and replanting of the formal landscaping either

side of the main access path is proposed, involving the
reduction and reshaping of the holly and yew that form the
outer two rows of plants. Following a further study and analysis
of the remaining intermingled and overgrown plant species, the
mix of shrubs will be removed and replanted with similar
species of an appropriate size so as to give some sense of
maturity.
5.3.4.4.

Woodland Works –

5.3.4.4.1. The main area of woodland behind the war memorial
will have minimal work carried out due to its ecological
and habitat value. Dead wood will generally be left in
place for its biodiversity value.
5.3.4.4.2. The main area of work will be alongside the A460
Rugeley Road, which will entail the formation of two
narrow vistas, linking the war memorial to the pavilion in
the park and the entrance area of Victoria Road. Work will
also include the removal of encroaching rhododendron
and bracken and planting of replacement tree species,
together with any necessary arboricultural works in
respect of safety to road users.
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5.4. Pavilion
5.4.1. The existing pavilion, although on the site of the original pavilion,
was constructed in 1999 to a similar size and form as the original
one. Proposals include recreating the upper room within the roof
space to form a Community Meeting Room and the incorporation of
a lift and stairs. This would help to compensate for the loss of the
former Rugeley Road Community Centre, as noted in Section 3.3.3
. This will be enhanced by the re-creation and extension of the
original dormers and a veranda overlooking the sports and outdoor
events area. The ground floor layout will be altered to incorporate a
cafeteria as well as reconfiguring/adapting the changing rooms to
allow the space to be used for other purposes - exhibition area,
meetings etc, these being linked to the central area, when not
functioning as a changing room.
5.4.2. The revised layout will incorporate a ‘changing place’ facility for
disabled users so that users with carers can change in isolation.
5.5. Bowling Green
5.5.1. Whilst there has been interest in the future of the bowling greens
it is felt that the level of interest and potential use could be catered
for with a single bowling green.
5.5.2. This would be separated from the adjacent tennis courts and
senior play areas by fencing for security purposes and hedging to
give some screening and create a sense of enclosure.
5.5.3. Renovation of the bowling green would be undertaken over a 2-3
year period, led by the Community Gardener and involving the local
community/bowls club.
5.6. Tennis Courts
5.6.1. Due to issues with the existing varied levels and numerous steps
it is proposed to regrade both courts to form one large easily
accessible level area and install more suitable DDA compliant gates
within the new fencing. Surfacing would be coloured tarmac to the
courts with black in other areas.
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Provision for junior players will be incorporated by the replacement
of one full sized court with four junior courts. Not only will this
encourage more youngsters to play but will promote family use of
the site and engender greater community spirit through wider use.
5.7. Cricket Pitch
5.7.1. Reinstatement of the cricket square was noted within feedback
comments during several consultation events. It would be subject to
a separate funding application, but space would be made available
within the proposed layout of the main area south of the pavilion.
The refurbished pavilion would also complement this aspect,
particularly with the proposed balcony that would overlook the pitch.
5.8. Football Pitches
5.8.1. Following regrading and drainage works to the present grassed
area north and east of the existing play area, it is proposed that the
two main football pitches be relocated in a southerly direction and
away from the pavilion. This work will be subject to a separate
funding application to Sports England and the Football Foundation.
However, minor adjustments to the pitch locations will be made to
cater for the proposed works noted.
5.9. Entrance/Performance Area
5.9.1. The main pedestrian access point adjacent to the new Victoria
Street roundabout is designed to have a large circular area, partially
covered by a sail structure that will act as a key focal point and also
as an exhibition, activity and performance area. This is intended to
replicate the function of a bandstand, but with a modern
interpretation. The existing ground level within the park will be built
up to a similar level as Victoria Street to ensure easy and smooth
access but also to give users a clear view over the park. Whilst
reminiscent of a bandstand, its elevated position will help to ensure
that it forms a clear and distinct focal point, mirroring that of a
bandstand but in a modern contemporary setting.
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5.10.

Amphitheatre Embankments

5.10.1.

The level of the park is below that of the adjacent Victoria

Street. The height difference increases considerably as one travels
westwards. The ongoing Hednesford town centre redevelopment
work has increased this level difference considerably, resulting in
the loss of the original access point off Victoria Street. To
accommodate the new access point onto the realigned Victoria
Street, it has necessitated the construction of an embankment.
This will create a level and easily accessible entrance way, which
will accommodate pedestrians and cyclists on the Chase Heritage
Trail.
5.10.2.

The embankment on which the new access road sits is to

be extended around the main pedestrian/cycle access point to
create the entrance area and feature as noted in 5.12 and also to
encompass two curving grassed terraces overlooking the playing
field area. These would act as amphitheatres, allowing people to
watch sports or other activities taking place on the playing field
area. In winter the slopes would provide ideal places for sledging to
take place, of which there are few suitable, safe and easily
accessible sites within the local area.
5.10.3.

In terms of sustainability, the embankments will contain

any surplus excavated material from the development works so
avoiding the use of landfill and pollution from associated
transportation of the material off site.
5.11.Fitness Facilities
5.11.1.

The circular pathway noted in Section 5.2.2 above is to

become a ‘Walk to Health route’ and will include appropriate
distance markers to encourage and help those wishing to measure
their endurance or even take part in local sponsored distance
events.
5.11.2.

At various locations along the route it is proposed to install

various items of outdoor gym equipment where those wishing to
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undertake more active forms of exercise can do so and as a part of
a combined exercise programme of walking/running and specific
exercises. Photos:19-21 indicate some of the types of equipment
proposed. Such a facility would be linked and hopefully endorsed
and prescribed by the various local heath practitioners as part of
developing or improving a healthy lifestyle.

Photos 19-21 Range of outdoor fitness equipment on a distance market trail
round a local Wolverhampton park

5.11.3.

The need for such a facility has derived not just from the

present poor health statistics for the district, Ref Section 3.7.18-22
but also from the recognised mounting future health issues,
ensuring that there is appropriate and free facilities that all can use.
Such provision was also requested in recent consultation exercises.
5.11.4.

For many people wanting to take their first steps to

becoming a more active individual, the park represents a peaceful
place where someone can build up confidence and fitness on their
own or in small groups.
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5.11.5.

Provision of such facilities also has the added benefits of

improving social interaction and mental and physical well being, and
helping to bridge cultural differences.
5.12.

Play Facilities

5.12.1.

Context

5.12.1.1. The existing play facilities on the park area consist of two
separate areas, with toddler, junior and some senior type
equipment located in a large fenced area adjacent to Victoria
Street and Rugeley Road and a multi-use games area and
skate board ramp facility located to the west of the bowling
green and tennis courts. Whilst well used, the quality,
experience and enjoyment these facilities now give is very
limited.
5.12.1.2. The original layout of the park segregated the play facilities
well away from the adult facilities. At that period in time,
inclusiveness and social cohesion was not a priority. Society
has changed considerably since the 1930s in its attitudes and
actions. Today parents want and need to keep close watch on
their children whilst having close access to suitable facilities in
a safe, pleasant and enjoyable environment.
5.12.1.3. The proposed relocation of play facilities into the centre of
the park adjacent to the pavilion will create a central active
zone that when designed appropriately will provide a safe,
pleasant and enjoyable environment that promotes social
interaction and cohesion whilst also satisfying the needs of the
new and existing users of the park.
5.12.2.

Toddler & Junior Play Areas

5.12.2.1. The intention is to provide a range of modern robust
equipment that offers a variety of experiences and challenges
for the various age ranges. These would not be in separate
defined areas; both would sit side by side in a suitably
designed layout reflecting the constraints and opportunities of
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the site. Design proposals would be drawn up and consulted
on before final details were produced and implemented.
5.12.2.2. It is proposed to include some equipment that can be used
by disabled as well as able bodied users, such as a slide,
roundabout and swings.
5.12.2.3. These new facilities would be located adjacent to the
improved pavilion, providing easily accessible refreshments,
toilets and changing facilities.
5.12.3.

Senior Play Area

5.12.3.1. The existing facilities are somewhat limited in both the
range and type of equipment and the experience and
challenge these provide. This often leads to dissolution and
boredom for today’s youth, who will often then simply
congregate and or sit on and around other play equipment.
This often puts off or prevents others or younger children from
using these facilities or at worse, cause damage to the
equipment through inappropriate use.
5.12.3.2. It is proposed to provide a range of equipment that will not
only look good but will be challenging both physically and
mentally to the users. Design proposals would be drawn up
and consulted on before final details were produced and
implemented.
5.12.3.3. The equipment would be located within the same area as
the skate plaza and multi-use games area, which by their
separation, would aid the prevention of misuse of the junior
and toddler play areas.
5.12.4.

Skate, Scooter & BMX Facilities.

5.12.4.1. Extensive consultation has been undertaken, particularly
with regard to the provision of facilities for skate board, scooter
and BMX bikers. This resulted in sketch proposals for a bowl
structure and a large plaza. Following further consultation, it
was recognised that the bowl facility had limited potential in
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terms of user numbers, ability of users and variety of
experience, and given the proximity of a similar facility in
neighbouring districts, whilst the plaza structure was noted as
creating a greater range of experiences. This would also allow
a far greater number of users on the feature at the same time
whilst not obstructing or clashing with each other as per the
bowl feature. This will be located alongside the present skate
board park/multi-use games area.
5.12.5.

Parkour - Free Running

5.12.5.1. During consultation events with young adults there was a
strong interest in ‘Parkour’ as an activity. This basically
involves running and jumping to and from man made or even
natural features but in an urban environment, including walls
fences, railings and structures. The proposed skate plaza
would include some suitable features, but would be enhanced
easily and cheaply by the addition of walls of varying formats
and tall tubular steel frame structures, similar but larger than
the ‘Monkey Cage’ originally located within the 1950s park.
This structure would have both soft and hard surfaces beneath
it and would be located close to the tennis courts.
5.12.6.

Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)

5.12.6.1. The existing multi-use games area is in poor condition. As
part of the proposals it would be redesigned to provide a better
experience and link in with the proposed skate plaza and
senior play area to provide an accessible and integrated active
area.
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5.13.

Habitat Enhancements

5.13.1.

General

5.13.1.1. Proposals for the development of the site and any work
within the site will pay due regard to the requirements of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1984 (As amended),
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and
Natural Environment Act 2006.
5.13.1.2. The main aims of all work associated with the varying
habitats will be to maintain and improve their biodiversity value
chiefly through the ongoing maintenance operations.
5.13.2.

Woodland -

5.13.2.1.1.

War Memorial – this will have minimal work carried

out due to its ecological and habitat value. Dead wood will
generally be left in place for its biodiversity value. The
exception to this will be the area along the A460 Rugeley
Road where some tree removal will be carried out to
create two narrow vistas (Ref section 5.3.4.2). The main
work will consist of the removal of encroaching
rhododendron and bracken as part of the overall
landscape improvements to the area (Ref section 5.3.4.4)
5.13.2.1.2.

Damp Woodland - The basis of the management

work will consist of coppicing, with occasional thinning if
necessary. A clear access along the boardwalk will be
essential. However, regular pruning back of shrub growth
creates a hedge-like appearance. Preference will
therefore be given to the regular coppicing of shrubs in
this area to manage their size, although occasional cutting
back would be acceptable linked in with appropriate crown
lifting of adjacent trees only.
5.13.2.1.3.

In recent years this area has become drier, chiefly

as a result of drainage issues from adjacent land. The
priority will be to resolve the ongoing drying out of the site,
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which is believed to result from blocked or collapsed third
party drains that feed this area. This issue has been
raised and is being investigated by the concerned parties.
5.13.2.1.4.

Other Woodland -The principle management aims

will be to increase the understory layer and ground flora
species through thinning and coppicing of the existing
planting, which will allow more light to these lower layers.
5.13.3.

Scrub

5.13.3.1. Management of this area will be consist chiefly of
coppicing shrubs, removal of self set trees and maintaining
open areas to improve its biodiversity value.
5.13.4.

Heath and Acidic Grassland

5.13.4.1. The area consisting of the small scale mosaic of dwarf
shrub heath and acidic grassland is a microcosm of the
extensive similar habitat to be found on the adjacent
Hednesford Hills.
5.13.4.2. Priority will be given to the removal of all invading scrub
species and bracken to benefit the heath and grassland.
5.13.4.3. Expansion of the area supporting heather will be required.
This will need to be carefully managed in respect of its own
habitat value, but should not be to the detriment of the acidic
grassland areas.
5.13.4.4. Management work will therefore aim to regenerate areas
of heather. This is generally achieved by cutting back the
heather, although most of that on site has become mature and
very woody and would not regenerate well if at all. An
alternative operation would consist of scraping off small areas
to expose the underlying soil and cultivating the ground loosely
to encourage germination of heather seed.
5.13.4.5. Over nitrification is a major factor to these habitats. This
results chiefly from dog waste although leaving any cut
material on site helps to maintain the nutrient levels. The latter
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will be managed by ensuring all waste material is removed
from site. In terms of the dog waste this will be managed by
ensuring there are appropriate bins within the site backed up
by site notices reminding users to pick up dog waste. Allied to
this will be specific interpretation about damaging actions that
affect the habitat and how this can be avoided. This
information will be included within leaflets and onsite
interpretation boards. The Council already organises a regional
‘Heath Week’ and so has the necessary expertise in
regenerating heath land.
5.13.5.

Other Grassland:

5.13.5.1. The management of these areas will consist of an annual
cut in late August/early September together with the regular
mowing out of grass paths to allow easy access through the
area.
5.13.5.2. The overall management aim will be to increase species
diversity within the grassland. The main way of achieving this
will be by reducing the fertility of the area, principally by
ensuring the removal of all arisings following grass cutting
operations.
5.13.5.3. Additionally, a programme of stripping turf off small areas
and allowing natural regrowth to occur will be investigated.
However the visual aspect to this work would be a key
consideration given the prominent location of some areas of
the grassland.
5.13.6.

Buildings

5.13.6.1. Provision will be made for bat roosts where possible within
the improvement to the pavilion
5.14.

Protected Species

5.14.1.

Birds

5.14.1.1. The proposal is to retain and create a variety of suitable
habitats within the site for nesting and foraging activities.
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Provision of nesting boxes in selected secluded locations will
be undertaken.
5.14.2.

Bats

5.14.2.1. It is proposed to include permanent bat boxes either within
the fabric of the redeveloped pavilion or on the gables, as well
as erecting other bat boxes within the site, particularly where
there are few suitable mature trees.
5.14.3.

Badgers

5.14.3.1. Any proposed work to the site within the vicinity of the
outlying setts will take full account of these and the present
regulations. Appropriate advice will be sought during the
design and implementation phases of the project from the
council’s Ecological Officer.
5.14.4.

Butterflies

5.14.4.1. Through appropriate management works, it is proposed to
develop and manage the existing vegetation in a way that will
enhance the habitat value for butterflies. The inclusion of
butterfly friendly ornamental and annual plants will be
promoted in the horticultural display and bedding areas.
5.14.5.

Reptiles

5.14.5.1. Further surveys for common lizards will be undertaken in
association with the enhancement of the associated habitat
area Ref: 3.5.4.4
5.14.5.2. Provision of suitable hibernaculas will be undertaken within
the first two years of the development works.
5.15.

Boundary Features

5.15.1.

As part of the Hednesford Town Centre Regeneration

project and the realignment of Victoria Street that entails loss of the
main access point, new and revised access points will be created
consisting of a single pedestrian gate, pedestrian and cycle access
point and replacement vehicle access point. This will include the
renewal of the existing fence along Victoria Street. Through
consultation with the developer a design has been agree that
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reflects the original vertical bar fence. The gates will be of a similar
but slightly more ornate design hung off brick pillars that have
picked up on the design form of the war memorial gate pillars. (Plan
No. 14 Proposed gates and railings to Victoria Street)
5.15.2.

To provide a consistent visual effect to the park and street

scene and help secure the park, the style of fencing noted above
will be continued from Victoria Street along the whole of the
Rugeley Road frontage. The vehicle access to the car park will be
widened and the gates set back to facilitate easy access and
visibility.
5.15.3.

The fence will be set within a paved mowing margin

approximately 300mm wide consisting of a coloured tarmac edged
with concrete pin kerbs. This will avoid the need to strim grass and
weeds and resultant damage to the fence or have a sterile strip of
bare earth and its associated maintenance issues.
5.16.

Landscape

5.16.1.

Planting Proposals

5.16.1.1. Trees define the space and link to the historical
development of the park. One key element of the original
proposals was to complete a ring of trees around the park. This
will be achieved in association with the improved access
provision and will see the original tree avenue tripled in length.
5.16.1.2. The original avenue tree planting contained a mix of tree
species which has resulted in a disjointed visual effect and the
choice of short lived species is compounding this effect via
their rapid decline.
5.16.1.3. The approved landscape scheme for the new access road
utilised two man species for the avenue – Planes (Platanus x
hispanica) and Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styraciflua). Both
species can tolerate a wide range of conditions and a relative
high level of pruning. These species have the potential to form
a large and distinct feature not just within the park but the local

Page 91 of 102

area in future years. Red Maple (Acer rubrum) will by used to
features to mark entrance ways
5.16.1.4. The failing Lombardy poplars and other similar trees would
be removed on a phased basis and replaced in line with the
proposals above, so creating a very strong visual and physical
feature whilst achieving the original intention. It will also
produce a long lasting feature for future generations.
5.16.1.5. To encourage local involvement, pride and respect for the
trees, it is proposed to allow sponsorship/adoption of the trees
as presently undertaken at various cemeteries within the
district. This would reflect and continue on from how the
original tree planting was carried out. Appropriate records
would be kept and could be displayed in the pavilion and with
certificates produced for those partaking in the scheme.
5.16.1.6. The maturing line of trees along the Rugeley Road
boundary will be thinned and the shrub layer coppiced to
encourage a more structured edge and to accommodate both
the proposed vista between the pavilion and war memorial as
well as the proposed new linking path. This work will go hand
in hand with the improvements to the boundary fencing.
5.16.1.7. The Lawson cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana) trees to
the south of the tennis courts have outgrown their location and
would prevent reinstatement of the original flower beds. Their
root growth is also affecting the adjacent paths. As part of
reinstating the planting beds the trees will be removed but
replaced with cypress trees of an improved variety that will still
create a strong evergreen vertical element but one that
reduces the impact on the rest of the soft landscape. The
inclusion of root barriers adjacent to footpaths would prevent a
reoccurrence of the present footpath issues.
5.16.1.8. The main areas of ornamental planting were originally
located around the pavilion, bowling greens and tennis courts.
It is proposed to recreate these where practical and revamp
existing ones so as to bring more colour and variety to the
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central core area. The proposals would cater for both shrub
and bedding displays but more importantly these areas would
become horticultural display and training features involving the
local community.
5.16.1.9. The approved landscape scheme for the new access road
incorporates areas of shrub planting, particularly adjacent to
the new RFCA building on the site of the original entrance way
off Victoria Street. This will include both native and ornamental
planting. However, there is scope to create areas of seasonal
bedding along the new access road and particularly adjacent to
the new entrance points.
5.16.1.10. Within the war memorial it is proposed to renovate /replant
the formal landscaping either side of the main access footpath.
This will involve the reduction and reshaping of the holly and
yew that form the outer two rows of plants. Following a further
study and analysis of the remaining intermingled and
overgrown plant species, the mix of shrubs will be removed
and replanted with similar species of an appropriate size so as
to give some sense of maturity appertaining to the original
design.
5.16.1.11. Hedges are a strong feature within the park, lining the main
avenue and along the original park boundaries. The integrity of
this concept will be maintained. New hedge planting will be
included along the whole of the Victoria Street frontage and
once established this will be maintained at a height of
approximately 1.5m so as to allow pedestrians to see into the
site but give screening of passing traffic from within the park,
the latter being at a generally lower level.
5.16.1.12. Hedges will be used to screen and provide separation
between various features within the park – bowling green,
senior play area and will be reinforced with appropriate fencing
to prevent pedestrian short cuts.
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5.16.2.

Hard Works

5.16.2.1. Proposed work to paths and other features is generally
covered within the relevant sections above. The precise
construction details of each will be drawn up as required. In
general all access routes will be of a tarmac construction as
per the existing park. The exceptions to this will be the board
walk and the routes through the areas of semi natural habitat.
The war memorial access will be of a tarmac construction but
with either a resin bound or tar spray and chip surface to
recreate the present unbound stone surface look.
5.16.3.

Site Furniture

5.16.3.1. The style and colour of all furniture will be coordinated to
suit the park and the details noted in the Parks and Open
Spaces Marketing Strategy (Appendix 12)
5.16.3.2. The provision of seating is an important consideration in
any public area, as such seating needs to be located in easily
accessible areas, take advantage of views, and ensure that
they do not conflict with other uses or are hidden away where
they become misused. Care should be taken to locate them so
that they do not obstruct movement or access i.e. set back
from paths not within them. All will need to be set within a
paved apron to reduce future maintenance issues whilst
creating a good visual impression.
5.16.3.3. A proliferation of benches can be visually and physically
damaging to a site. The use of simple rest points, potentially an
upright log along a path at set intervals, will provide much
needed resting places for the elderly and infirm. These will be
included in appropriate locations.
5.16.3.4. Many comments have been made on litter and dog fouling
within all consultations and surveys. The council has a
corporate style of dual litter bin for its parks that caters for litter
and dog waste (Appendix: 13). Bins will be provided at key
locations throughout the park and information regarding litter
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and dog fouling will be incorporated into all site notices and
information leaflets.
5.16.3.5. The existing site contains a number of picnic benches,
located near the existing play area, which are well used.
Provision will be made to incorporate a number of new picnic
benches within the site. These will cater for use by those in
wheelchairs and will be set on a paved base to improve the
appearance, prevent erosion and reduce maintenance.
5.16.3.6. Notice boards will be erected at the main entrance points.
These will be comparable to those found within the other parks
within the district. These will contain information about the park
and its events and will be updated on a regular basis.
5.16.3.7. As part of the proposals to create healthy walks/routes
around the park, markers will be installed along defined routes
stating the distance travelled. This is key for those managing or
improving their health and fitness.
5.16.4.

Landscape Character

5.16.4.1. The proposed development of the park seeks to generally
retain, enhance and improve the characters of the individual
zones noted in Section 3.7 through careful design and future
management of the site. It is acknowledged that some changes
will take place, chiefly driven by external factors, such as the
regeneration of Hednesford Town Centre and the subsequent
changes to access arrangements. However, within the
development of the Masterplan every effort has been made to
minimise any negative effects through the physical and visual
improvement of the site.
5.16.4.2. The character of Zone 1, the war memorial, is visually and
physically enclosed, creating a tranquil setting. The tranquillity
will be enhanced by the sympathetic restoration of its hard and
soft features (Section 5.2) whilst linking it back to the main park
visually. It will once again become a strong feature that
although prominent will retain its air of tranquillity.
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5.16.4.3. Zone 2, the Central Core. Through the concentration of
facilities and the enhancements to the pavilion, this zone will
become an even stronger and dynamic core of the park. Its
hard urban feel will be tempered by the new and reinvigorated,
varied and colourful existing and proposed landscaped areas,
particularly around the pavilion.
5.16.4.4. In Zone 3, Open Extensive Areas, Easy Access. The
removal of the play area and the formation of the new main
access avenue, embankment and associated amphitheatre,
whilst being major physical changes will not adversely affect
the integral open character of the main area. The removal of
the play area would actually enhance this aspect. The
proposed planting and vegetation management along the
perimeter of the area will increase the spatial definition of the
central area space by creating a veiled view of the surrounding
urban clutter.
5.16.4.5. Zone 4, the Semi Natural Areas. The nature of the
proposed management works to these areas will ensure that
their natural, gentle and peaceful character in retained and
enhanced. Improved interpretation of the resource will be an
important part of ensuring that the areas are not used
inappropriately either intentionally or unintentionally.
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6. Action Plan & Costings:
6.1. Project Timetables
6.1.1. The project timetable, in the form of a Gantt Chart, can be found
in Appendix 14.
6.1.2. This has been set out to allow the various construction works to
be carried out without requiring closure of the whole site or
preventing most of the existing activities continuing.
6.1.3. It is programmed that all the main capital works are completed
within a two year time frame.
6.2. Costs
6.2.1. A summary of the project costs are given below. Detailed
breakdowns of the relevant costs are included in the Appendix: 16.
6.2.2. Details of the future maintenance costs for the site are
incorporated within the Management and Maintenance Plan.
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CAPITAL COSTS SUMMARY SHEET

Cost
£

VAT
£

Restoration & Reinstatement
of the fencing (Railings) gates
and pillars

£495,173.00

0

£49,517.30

10

£544,690.30

New building work and
features

Reconfigure pavilion to provide
community café, community
room and toilets in roof
space of current building (Survey
plans provided in supporting
documents

£295,136.00

0

£29,513.60

10

£324,649.60

Other Physical work

Earthworks, landscaping and
ancillary works

£417,535.00

0

£41,753.50

10

£459,288.50

Equipment and materials

Play equipment (Toddler, junior
and teens) Green gym equipment
and site furniture

£601,350.00

0

£60,135.00

10

£661,485.00

Other

Car park for disabled access
improvements

£70,822.00

0

£7,082.20

10

£77,904.20

Other

Lighting

£45,000.00

0

£4,500.00

10

£49,500.00

£1,925,016.00

£0.00

£192,501.60

10

£2,117,517.60

Cost Heading

Repair and conservation
work

TOTAL

Description
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Contingency
£
%

TOTAL

7. Adoption & Review:
7.1. Plan Adoption
7.1.1. The Master Plan, the Landscape & Conservation Plan, the
Activity Plan and the Management and Maintenance Plan were all
formally adopted by the Council on 19 July 2012, Ref: Minute No
32.
7.1.2. The Hednesford Park Management Plan 2009 - 2019 was
included within the Approved Phase 1 HLF Bid on 15 September
2011 Minute No 62.
7.2. Monitoring & Evaluation
7.2.1. During the project implementation period, monthly meetings will
be held with the Project Team to discuss progress and any
variations to proposals, timetables or costs, and to resolve any
issues that may arise.
7.2.2. The Project Manager will report progress and any issues or
variations to the Project Board who will confirm any changes to the
project.
7.2.3. The Project Board will meet on a quarterly basis or as required
throughout the implementation phase.
7.3. Documents - Location & Archive
7.3.1. Electronic copies of all the documents will be kept within the
relevant project folders for grants and sites within the Environmental
Services electronic filing system which is stored on the Council’s
server system.
7.3.2. Paper copies will be held on the working files in accordance with
general principals of retention periods for documents and, following
the requisite period, would be archived to appropriate storage
facilities.
7.3.3. It is proposed to pass copies of the relevant documents
particularly those pertaining to the historical research and proposals
to the Museum of Cannock Chase to be retained by them as a
source of further information to the general public.
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7.4. Published Documents - Accessibility
7.4.1. Copies of the relevant plans will be available to download from
the council’s website. Paper copies would be available upon
request to the council.
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