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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

ENVIRONMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

MONDAY, 3 NOVEMBER 2008 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

Pearce, Mrs. L. J. (Chairman) 
 

 Alcott, G. 
 Ball, G. D. 
 Bullock, L. W. 

 

Green, M. R. 
Williams, A. 
 

(An apology for absence was received from Councillor D. L. Mawle) 
 
13. 
 

Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction on 
Voting by Members 
 

 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Bullock, L. W. 

 
 
Bullock, L. W. 

Verdant Greenstar is a customer of his 
employer 
 
Member has dealings with street cleansing 
sister company of Greenstar 

Personal 
 
 
Personal 
 

  
14. Minutes 
  

Councillor G. Alcott expressed concern with respect to the dry recyclable collection trial and 
the proposals to fit a replacement blue lid on the green wheelie bin to be used for recycling 
purposes and the supply of a new 180 litre black wheelie bin for household waste.  He 
considered that larger families would have difficulty in putting their household waste into a 
smaller bin. 
 
It was explained that the 200 properties taking part in the trial would be visited by officers and 
should problems arise, advice would be given on recycling and bigger bins supplied if 
required. 
 

 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2008 be approved as a correct record. 
  
15. Local Development Framework – Update on Environmental Issues 
  
 The Planning Services Manager explained that a Planning Policy Working Group had been 
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established to progress the Local Development Framework. 
 
The Committee were informed that the key elements of the Regional Spatial Strategy Phase 2 
Revision would be examined by independent Inspectors in April 2009. 

  
 Between 2006 and 2026 Cannock Chase District had to provide for: 

 
� At least 5,800 new dwellings 
� 84 Hectares of new employment land 
� 30,000 square metres new office development at Cannock 
� New non food retail floor space of 35,000 square metres at Cannock 
 

It was reported that between 2006 and April 2008 approximately 900 new dwellings had been 
built. 
 
Representations would be made for greater flexibility with respect to the office and non food 
retail developments at Cannock. 
 

 The eight objectives for future planning policy which reflected the Local Area Agreement, 
Sustainable Community Strategy and Corporate Council priorities were:- 
 

� Promote pride in attractive safe local communities 
� Create healthy living opportunities across the district 
� Provide for housing choice 
� Encourage a vibrant local economy and workforce 
� Encourage sustainable transport infrastructure 
� Create attractive town centres 
� Provide well managed and appreciated environments 
� Support a greener future 
 

 Extensive consultations had been carried out during 2008 and four development options had 
been put forward for discussion.  The results of the consultations would be independently 
analysed.  From initial analysis the majority of support was for option 2 for dispersed 
development across all urban communities. 

  
 The Development Plan Document would be submitted to Central Government in 2009, 

supported by robust evidence.  Independent examination would be carried out in 2010 with 
proposed adoption in 2011. 

  
16. South Staffs. Waste to Energy Plant 
  

The Committee received a presentation from Mr. Ian Benson, Director of Staffordshire 
Municipal Waste Strategy, and Staffordshire County Council. 

  
He explained that the aim of the Project W2R was for a waste to energy plant to be built in 
Staffordshire.  The Municipal Waste Strategy was to increase recycling and composting levels 
to 55% of household waste and achieve zero waste to landfill by 2020.  An EU Landfill 
Directive was for a minimum of 50% to be recycled and to divert waste away from landfill.  
Landfill being the most environmentally damaging and expensive option.  Heavy fines would 
be imposed under the Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme (LATS) 
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It was predicted that in 2020 municipal waste quantities would be:-- 
 

� Production 700,000 tonnes 
� Recycling and Compost 370,000 tonnes 
� Hanford Waste to Energy 180,000 tonnes 
� W2R Facility 140,000 tonnes 
� Landfill 10,000 tonnes 

 
It was anticipated that a saving of approximately £20-£30 per tonne would be achieved by 
building a larger plant, equalling £3million per year and PFI Credits of £30 per tonne by taking 
waste from neighbouring authorities (£4.5million per year).  It was expected that over the 25 
year life of the project a total saving in Staffordshire Council Tax would be £187.5million.  It 
was explained that the ash from the plant would be reprocessed for use. 
 
The M6 and Vicarage Road would be the designated traffic route to the plant, and this would 
be stipulated in any contracts with the County Council. It was reported that significant 
improvements would be carried out at the junction of Vicarage Road and the A5.  Four 
Crosses Lane and the ‘Straight Mile’ would be a banned route.  It was estimated that there 
would be an approximate 1% increase in HGVs trips per day along the A5 at Bridgtown. 
 

Current waste input to Poplars landfill and estimated figures after W2R were:- 
 
  Current to Poplars After W2R 

 Staffordshire 100-120,000 tonnes per year 10,000 tonnes 
 Walsall 70,000 tonnes per year 10,000 tonnes 
 Sandwell 90,000 tonnes per year 10,000 tonnes 
 
 Total 250,000 tonnes per year 50,000 tonnes  (max) 
  150 HGVs per day 25 HGVS per day 

   
17. Work Programme 2008/09 

 
 Consideration was given to the Work Programme of the Environment Policy Development 

Committee.  The Waste and Engineering Services Manager informed the Committee that with 
the Committee’s consent it was intended for them to visit the recycling plant at Aldridge on 8 
December between 3-6 pm.  This would replace the formal meeting scheduled for that day.  A 
further visit in January 2009 would be arranged for those Members not able to attend. 

  

AGREED 
 

 That a site visit to the recycling plant at Aldridge be held on Monday, 8 December 2008 
between 3-6 p.m. 

  
 
 

 

  
 CHAIRMAN 
 


