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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

SAFER AND STRONGER COMMUNITIES SELECT COMMITTEE 
 

TUESDAY, 9 OCTOBER 2007 AT 4.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

PART 1 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors 
 

  

 Jones, R. (Chairman) 
 Faulkner, B. J. (Vice-Chairman) 
 
 Bullock, L. W. 
 Davis, Mrs. M. A. 
 Dixon, D. I. 
 

 Easton, R. 
 Pearce, Mrs. L. J. 
 Todd, Mrs. D. M. 

 By invitation: 
 

Councillor C. Collis, Safer & Stronger Communities Leader 
Representatives from Voice and the Youth Service 

 

 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. D. M. Easton, J. T. Kraujalis, and G. R. 
Martin). 
  
10. Declaration of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and Restriction 

on Voting by Members 
  
 Member Nature of Interest Type 
    
 Jones, R. Employee of Sutton Coldfield College Personal 
    
 Jones, R. Employee of City of Wolverhampton College Personal 
  
11. Minutes 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That the Minutes of the meeting held on 30 August 2007 be approved as a correct record. 
  
12. Facilities and Recreational Opportunities for Young People in the District 
  
 The Chairman welcomed the representatives from Voice and the Youth Service and asked 

for their views on what action they considered could be done to help overcome older 
people’s perception of groups of young people hanging about the streets resulting in them 
feeling intimidated. 

  
 The representatives from Voice explained that they too could feel intimidated by groups of 

youths and did not always feel that there was someone that they could talk to about such 
matters.  The representatives undertook to speak with other young people to ascertain 
their views on this subject and report back to the Select Committee. 
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 The representatives explained that Youth Clubs had good facilities for those who wanted 

to gain awards such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s and set evenings were allocated for these 
purposes.  It was, however, optional and young people could also go there to meet and 
relax.  Certain groups who dressed differently such as ‘Greebos’ could however feel 
excluded and Youth Centres held in schools could also lead to others feeling not welcome, 
especially those that had been excluded from that school. 

  
 They informed the Select Committee that as they did not work they found visiting such 

places as the Ice Skating Rink to be expensive and that as well as paying for admittance 
they had to pay transportation costs. 

  
 The Youth Service representatives explained that the Youth Service did not have sufficient 

staff to cover the weekend period and that there was an historic element to where groups 
of young people congregated at certain locations as people had been meeting there for a 
number of years. 

  
 ‘Koncas’, Kids of Norton Canes Activity Scheme were opening a new Centre in Norton 

Canes and it was envisaged that this would be well attended.  It was considered that 
although Section 106 money was often used to provide facilities for very young children,  
residents often opposed schemes for those that were older.  Where some schemes had 
been introduced, residents concerns were not always founded and it was only a small 
number of young people that caused problems.  The Youth Service reported that they 
would like to have a similar Centre to serve the Hednesford, Heath Hayes and Wimblebury 
area and were endeavouring to provide this.  Members explained that some Parish 
Councils had funds allocated in their budget for this type of scheme. 

  
 With regard to anti social behaviour, parenting skills programmes were being undertaken 

to assist parents in bringing up their children.  It was anticipated that the work to be 
undertaken through the community safety and community relationship partnerships would 
also assist to alleviate anti social behaviour.  Detached Youth Workers had been working 
in the Hednesford area and the Police considered that progress had been made. 

  
 It was explained that out reach and detached work was of a similar nature.  Out reach 

workers had been successful at helping those perceived to be the most difficult cases, 
although this programme was not being run this year.  Detached workers endeavoured to 
address local issues. 

  
 The representatives from Voice considered that in their opinion the main problem was the 

bad press that young people received.  Problems were reported but press articles on the 
good things that young people did were not often published. 

  
 The Youth Service representatives invited Members of the Select Committee to attend a 

meeting of Voice to be held in Rugeley on 10 October and a Youth Centre on 15 October 
to talk to local teenagers. 

  
 The Chairman thanked the representatives from Voice and the Youth Service for 

attending. 
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13. Underage Consumption of Alcohol and Drugs 
  
 The Partnership Development Manager informed the Select Committee that the 

representative from the Lichfield Community Safety Partnership was unable to attend due 
to ill health.  He considered that it would be beneficial if the Select Committee received the 
presentation at a future meeting on the outcome of the work undertaken with respect to 
under age consumption of alcohol and drugs, particularly in the Chasetown and 
Burntwood area. 

  
 AGREED: 
  
 That this matter be deferred for consideration at a future meeting of the Select Committee. 
  
14. RESPECT Agenda 
  
 The Partnership Development Manager informed the Select Committee he had recently 

received a bulky document entitled ‘Delivering Safer Communities: A guide to effective 
partnership working’ published by the Home Office in October 2007.  A report on this 
matter, together with recommendations, would be submitted to the next meeting of the 
Select Committee.  

  
 He explained that some of the contents of the document came into force retrospectively 

with effect from 1 August 2007 and some from April 2008. 
  
 Partner organisations would have a statutory obligation to meet the public to answer 

questions on how they were performing. 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 That a report on the RESPECT Agenda be presented to the next meeting of the Select 

Committee. 
  
15. Development of the Work Programme 
  
 Consideration was given to items to be included in the Work Programme. (Enclosure 7.1 – 

7.6 of the Official Minutes of the Council). 
  
 AGREED: 
  
 (A) That the Work Programme be noted. 

 

(B) That with respect to the issue of anti social behaviour, representatives from the 
 following be invited to a future meeting:- 
 

� Youth Offending Service 
� Probation Service 
� Older People 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  CHAIRMAN 
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