
Appendix 6 
 

Parish Councils are well established and valued mechanisms for community 
engagement and service delivery.  They are already empowered to provide a range of 
services at neighbourhood level that can be designed to complement services and 
projects that are delivered on a district or county basis.  Within Cannock Chase there is 
an existing parish structure that covers most of the district with the only exception 
being the urban area of Cannock.  

 
 The Government has consistently recognised the value of Parish Councils to local 

communities.  In the rural White Paper ‘Our Countryside: The Future.  A Fair Deal for 
Rural England’ published in November 2000 the Government acknowledged 
‘………Parish and Town Councils are the democratic bodies with the closest direct 
links to their communities and as such are ideally placed to contribute to the long-term 
vision of the priorities contained in the community strategies which principal local 
authorities are responsible for preparing.”  More recently in the Strong and Prosperous 
Communities White Paper on Local Government, the Government has also recognised 
the importance of Parish and Town Councils in urban areas.  

 
 Responsibility for creating new Parish Councils currently lies with the Government and 

the Electoral Commission District Council.  However the White paper proposes to 
devolve this power to district and unitary authorities. Under these new arrangements 
the District Council can undertake a review of existing local governance arrangements 
or local communities can petition for a Parish Council to be set up.  The Government 
has made it clear that the presumption should be in favour of setting up Parish 
Councils.  

 
 To help Parish and Town Councils to fulfil their potential as local partners the 

Government introduced through the Rural White Paper a Quality Parish Council 
Scheme.  The scheme is designed to ‘……..encourage all Parish Councils to reach the 
standards of the best and, in doing so, to demonstrate their status as the local 
representatives of their communities.’ 

 
  
 


