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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF THE  MEETING OF THE 
 

CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

MONDAY, 2 JULY 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 
 

PRESENT:           Councillors: 
 

Alcott, G. (Chairman) 
Toth, J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
 Allen, F.W.C. 

Bennett, Mrs. D.J 
Dixon, D.I. 
Faulkner, B.J. 
 

 Mitchell, C 
Morgan, C.W.J. 
Thomas, D. 
 

 

  
 Other Councillors Present: 
  
 Councillor  R.D. Butler 

Councillor J. Beddows 
 

 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
  

Mr. W. L. Trigg, Deputy Chief Executive 
Mr. D. Hoare, Director of Service Improvement 
Mr. T. Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
Mrs. W. Rowe, Senior Committee Officer 
 

 Also Present 
 
Mr. G. Hunt, Partnership District Officer, Staffordshire County Council 
Representatives from the Press 
Local Residents (approximately 20) 
 

(An apology for absence was received from Councillor J.T. Kraujalis). 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
   
 Councillor G. Alcott was appointed Chairman and Councillor J. Toth was appointed Vice-

Chairman for the 2007-08 Municipal Year. 
  
2. Notes 

 
The Notes of the meeting held on 14 May 2007 were agreed as a correct record. 
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3. Police Items requested at previous meeting: 

 
Mr. Les Trigg, Deputy Chief Executive reported that Inspector Matt Derrick had apologised for 
being unable to attend the Forum but explained that he would endeavour to ensure that a 
representative attended the next meeting.  He had therefore provided the following response 
in relation to the issues listed on the agenda and this was read out by Mr. Trigg. 
 

 (i) Clarification regarding the policing of Alcohol Restriction Orders 
 

 “The alcohol restriction is in place 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  It is enforced by my 
officers on the town although I appreciate that there will be times and occasions where 
my staff are not around and breaches may occur that effectively go unchallenged, this is 
an unfortunate fact of life.  We do not collate any figures in relation to the enforcement of 
the ban as it is a power that is in constant use particularly in and around the churchyard 
which has an historic problem with street drinking.  The restriction has been 
exceptionally successful in clearing the town of the street drinkers that blighted the area 
prior to its inception.  It is an essential tool for my officers to tackle anti social behaviour 
and one which is extremely valued.  If anybody has any concerns with regard to the 
enforcement of the restriction or any information where regular flaunting of the ban goes 
unchecked then I would be keen to know, times, dates and identities of individuals 
where possible”.  
 
Mr. Middlehurst, the resident who had requested this particular item, stated that the 
problem with empty beer cans and bottles in St Luke’s Church grounds still persisted 
and considered that the Police did not have sufficient resources to deal with this issue.   
 
Further concern was expressed by Forum Members in relation to the problems that 
existed in the churchyard and it was noted that similar problems existed in Cannock 
Park.  Particular reference was made to youths congregating in the Park drinking and 
urinating and the Forum considered that the Police should have a presence in these 
areas.    
 
The Forum considered that a letter should be sent to Inspector Derrick expressing the 
concerns raised at the meeting and requesting extra policing in the two areas where the 
problems existed. 
 

 (ii) Indiscriminate parking in streets in the district, particular reference to parking by 
hospital visitors in Brunswick Road 

 
 “The parking in and around the hospital has always been problematic and is one that 

could well employ a dedicated traffic warden permanently.  My staff do make this area 
part of the regular patrol and enforcement is offered where offences are identified.  The 
decriminalisation of parking that is due to take place next year in Cannock will enable 
the Council to dedicate resources to tackling this problem but in the meantime it is a 
problem that we continue to target with the limited resources we have available.  Any 
offences that are reported or identified by my staff will be tackled on a zero tolerance 
basis”. 
 
The Forum noted the comments made in relation to this matter. 
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 (iii) Parking by Cardinal Griffin School into Westbourne Avenue 

 
 “Have previously been unaware of parking issues around Cardinal Griffin.  Please can 

we have some more information in relation to this to enable us to target it more 
effectively.  In the meantime I shall ensure that my staff are deployed at school 'drop off' 
and collection times as I imagine those are the times that problems are being caused”. 
 
A local resident explained that this problem was due to the inadequate parking at 
Cardinal Griffin School.  The problem had existed for a number of years and 
correspondence had taken place with Dr. Wright, MP regarding this issue.  He 
considered it was unusual that the Police were not aware of the problem. 
 
The Forum considered that the letter sent to Inspector Matt Derrick should express 
concern regarding all 3 issues discussed. 
 

4. Further items requested at previous meeting: 
  

(i) Update on Road Traffic Measures in Wolverhampton Road and surrounding 
streets 

  
 Mr. Graham Hunt, Partnership Development Manager advised that the County Council 

Highways Department had consulted the residents of all streets in the area and of the 
260 householders who had received letters, 58% (158) had responded.  The proposed 
scheme was a one way system up Newhall Street between Beech Tree Lane and 
Victoria Street and returning down Wolverhampton Road from Victoria Street to Beech 
Tree Lane.  123 of the 158 residents were in favour of the proposed scheme.  Mr Hunt 
stressed that the intended actions of the County were the first step in dealing with 
problems that existed in the area.  The County would continue to review and monitor this 
issue over the next 12 months and if the scheme was not successful further consultation 
would take place with residents. 
 
24 people who had been consulted were unhappy with the proposal as they had 
concern that there would be an increase in traffic along Victoria Street, there would be 
speeding due to the one way system and junction problems would arise. 

  
Mr. Hunt explained that a traffic volume count would be undertaken 6 months prior to 
implementing the one way system and this would then be monitored along with any 
problems arising at the key junctions. 
 
The proposed order to implement the one way system would be advertised in the local 
press with a 28 day period for objections or comments to be received.  It was anticipated 
that the necessary works would commence this time next year. 
 
With regard to the issue of parking in Wolverhampton Road and Victoria Street, Mr. Hunt 
explained that Decriminalised Parking was due to be implemented in September 2008.  
The County Council (Highways) would be meeting with the District Council to discuss 
the issues regarding Decriminalised Parking. 
 
Concern was expressed that Victoria Street was to remain a two way street when the 
scheme was introduced. 
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It was considered that when the scheme was introduced and Decriminalised Parking 
came into effect residents would be unable to park outside their own homes.  Mr. Hunt 
explained that the Police would not take action as long as there was no obstruction to 
the highway.  In response to concerns raised by a local resident Mr. Hunt commented 
that whilst no one had the right to park on the highway the Police would only normally 
take action against vehicles that were either blocking the highway or posing a road 
safety problem.  He confirmed that the District Council would be responsible for the 
management of Decriminalised Parking, and once this was in force, there would be an 
option to implement a residents parking scheme in the area.  However, this would be 
subject to further discussions with local residents. 

  
 (ii)   Update on testing of headstones, graves and memorials 
  
 Mr. Tom Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager, advised that a report was due to be 

submitted to Cabinet which outlined the position regarding the testing of headstones. 
 
Members questioned the nature of the report and the Deputy Chief Executive advised 
that the report to Cabinet was confidential as it outlined a number of options for future 
testing of headstones for the Cabinet to consider.  It was therefore inappropriate that it 
should be discussed in a public forum. 
 
It was requested that this item be included on the agenda for the next meeting in order 
that an update could be provided following Cabinet considering the report. 
 

 (iii)   Litter problem in Mill Street and confirmation of the responsibility for the hedge           
 by Morrisons 

  
 Mr. Trigg advised that Mrs. James, the lady who had submitted this item, was not able to 

attend the meeting and had requested that the item be withdrawn as the issue had been 
dealt with. 
 

5. Litter problem at the derelict property next to the Chinese takeaway in Mill Street 
  
 Mr. Trigg reported that the Head of Environmental Health had advised that this issue had now 

been dealt with.  The derelict property had been cleaned to the satisfaction of Mrs. James 
(the lady who had requested the item) and should any further problems occur the landowner 
would be requested to take further action. 

  
Further information with regard to the Council’s powers to deal with derelict properties/land 
was requested.  It was noted that this item would be included on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 
 

6. What justification is there for the proposed 15% increase in Councillors Pay/Expenses 
  
 Mr. G. Fraser, a local resident, raised concern regarding recent press articles stating that 

there had been an above inflation rise of 15% in Councillors pay/expenses.  He commented 
that the Council was over budget by £72,000 and considered that tax payers money was 
being used to pay for Councillors expenses. 
 
He made reference to the Leader of the Council’s comments that as prospective Councillors 
of the highest standard were being sought the necessary payment would need to be made.  
Mr Fraser considered that the Councillors should resign in view of the budget being in deficit 
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as a result of the increase in expenses.  
 
Councillor Beddows responded to Mr. Fraser by commenting that the changes imposed by 
Central Government meant that there had been a large increase in workload for Councillors. 
 

 Councillor Toth stated that there had been a large increase in pay for both Councillors and 
Chief Officers and made reference to the salaries paid to the Chief Officers. 
 
Councillor Thomas explained the reasons why the Labour Group had abstained from voting 
for the increase in expenses when it was considered by Council.  He commented that the 
Independent Panel which recommends the allowances paid to Members needed to consider 
that the allowances paid by neighbouring authorities were not in line with allowances paid by 
this Council. 
 

7. Request for Cannock Park Trustees Meeting 
  
 Maureen Freeman, Friends of Cannock Park explained that as she was content with the  

written response she had received from Ms Karen Bradford, Head of Culture and Major 
Projects, there was no longer a need to convene a Trustees Meeting at this time. 
 
She was asked to provide the Forum with a summary of the content of the letter. She stated 
that the letter explained that the Council was in discussions with the Charity Commission 
regarding the parking provision and should this need a decision, a meeting of the Trustees 
would be arranged.  The letter outlined that the relevant adverts and notices had been 
published in respect of Trustees Meetings.  It also explained that it was intended to provide a 
refresher training session to remind Councillors of their role as Trustees prior to the next 
Trustees meeting. 

  
8. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The Chairman stated that forms were available for completion for items to be included on the 

agenda for the next meeting.  The following items were requested during the meeting:- 
  
 •  Update on testing of headstones, graves and memorials. 

 
 •  Further information with regard to the Council’s powers to deal with derelict           

properties/land. 

9. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 It was noted that meetings of the Forum would be held as follows:- 
  
 •  Monday, 17 September, 2007 

 •  Monday, 10 December, 2007 

 •  Monday, 31 March, 2008 

  
 


