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CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM  
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
 

MONDAY, 10 DECEMBER 2007 AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

IN THE BALLROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 
 

PRESENT:           Councillors: 
 

Alcott, G. (Chairman) 
 

 Allen, F.W.C. 
Bennett, Mrs. D.J. 
Faulkner, B.J. 

 Kraujalis, J.T. 
Morgan, C.W.J. 
Thomas, D. 

 

  
 Other Councillor Present: 
  
 Councillor G.D. Ball 
  
 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
  
 Mr. W.L. Trigg, Deputy Chief Executive 

Mr. T. Walsh, Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
Sgt. P. Davies, Cannock CDRP Partnership Development Unit Police Manager 
Mrs. W. Rowe, Senior Committee Officer 

  
 Also Present 
  
 Mr. D. Botfield, Staffordshire County Council (Highways) 

Representatives from the Press 
Local Residents (approximately 35) 

  
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M.A. Davis, C. Mitchell and J. Toth) 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chairman informed the Forum that Mrs. Anne Higgs had 
requested that the item relating to Disturbance Fees for Bevan Lee Redevelopment be withdrawn from the 
Agenda. 
  
1. Notes 
  
 With regard to minute 3, Update of Testing of Headstones, Graves and Memorials, the Chairman 

sought confirmation of the date for the public awareness days.  Mr. Tom Walsh, Parks and Open 
Spaces Manager, advised that once a date had been arranged it would be advertised 
accordingly. 

  
 The notes of the meeting held on 17 September, 2007 were agreed as a correct record. 
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2. Item requested at previous meeting – Update on Cannock Sports Stadium 
  
 Mr. Les Trigg, Deputy Chief Executive, advised that the current position with regards to Cannock 

Sports Stadium was that a planning application was expected to be considered by the Planning 
Control Committee at a meeting in January 2008. Prospective developers had been contacted to 
put forward bids. 

  
3. Item deferred at previous meeting – Question from Mr Bryan Till: 
  
 “In the light of the solemn undertakings by senior Council members at the time of the 

Prince of Wales review that the theatre would not close until a new theatre was up and 
running, and subsequent remarks by the same that ‘it was never going to close anyway’, 
and bearing in mind that it was proposed that a new theatre would form part of the now-
beleaguered leisure village, can this meeting be updated on the envisaged chronology of 
future events?” 

  
 Les Trigg advised the Forum that the development of the Prince of Wales Theatre was very 

much dependant upon the development of the Leisure Village and the redevelopment of 
Cannock Town Centre.  A chronology of future events could not be envisaged until these two 
key items had been progressed further.  He stated that the key event would be the sale of the 
land at Cannock Sports Stadium.  Once this had been progressed, the next stage of the 
development would become clearer. 

  
 Mrs. Maureen Freeman, Friends of Cannock Park, stated that she was in receipt of a letter which 

explained that Councillor Neil Stanley, Leader of the Council, would attend a future Forum 
meeting when a full update on the position could be provided. 

  
4. Disturbance Fees for Bevan Lee Redevelopment 
  
 Mrs. Anne Higgs, who had raised this item, had requested that it be withdrawn from the Agenda. 
  
5. Problem with parked cars at the entrance to Old Fallow Avenue 
  
 Mrs. Westwood outlined the problems being experienced in Old Fallow Avenue which had been 

ongoing for a number of years. Of particular concern was the parking of vehicles along Old 
Fallow Avenue by residents living in Old Fallow Road.  It was considered that the Avenue was 
very narrow and the parking of vehicles made it difficult for access or egress.  She had been in 
contact with Staffordshire County Council and Staffordshire Police regarding this matter but the 
problems still persisted. 

  
 Sgt. Davies, Partnership Development Unit Police Manager, explained that there had been five 

incidents in this area in recent months and parking tickets had been issued to the owners of the 
vehicles. The neighbourhood Police Team and the Beat Team had been asked to give this area 
their full attention.  Additionally, officers had visited residents in the area to explain the problems 
being experienced and had outlined the action that would be taken should residents continue to 
park in Old Fallow Avenue. 

  
 In view of the fact that the Police were monitoring the area, the Chairman stated that if the 

situation did not improve before the date of the next Forum meeting Mrs. Westwood should 
request that this matter be placed on the agenda for that meeting. 
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6. Request for Removal of Advertising on Traffic Islands –They are too small to be read and 

present a serious traffic hazard to anyone attempting to read them, also they spoil the 
appearance of the flowers on the islands 

  
 Mr. C. Adams, the resident who had requested this item, considered that the advertising on 

traffic islands should be removed as it was too small to be read by motorists and caused a traffic 
hazard. 

  
 Tom Walsh advised that the advertising on traffic islands included details of the companies who 

had sponsored the islands to enable the planting of flowers.  Sponsors considered that this was 
an excellent form of advertising as well as putting something back into the community.  Dave 
Botfield, the Staffordshire County Council (Highways) representative explained that the 
Highways Department did not consider that the advertising on traffic islands presented a traffic 
hazard to motorists. 

  
 Arising from this, reference was made to a red advertising board which was located along Avon 

Road.  The Chairman advised that he would request the Planning Enforcement Officer to 
remove this board.  

  
7. Update on litter problem at the derelict buildings next to the Chinese Takeaway in Mill 

Street 
  
 Mrs. James, the resident who had requested this item explained that she was happy with the 

progress being made by Officers in respect of this matter.  However, general litter problems still 
persisted in Mill Street, particularly around the hedge by Morrison’s and outside the tyre 
company. She requested that a letter be forwarded to Morrison’s and the tyre company outlining 
their responsibility to clean up the litter.  She explained that, following her requests, litter picking 
was undertaken in Mill Street but she considered more regular litter picking was required. 

  
 The Chairman stated that the relevant Officer would be asked to write to Morrison’s and the tyre 

company to remind them of their responsibility with regard to litter and the Council’s contractors 
who undertake litter picking would be requested to visit the area on a more regular basis subject 
to budgetary provision. 

  
8. Lichfield Road area 
  
 A number of residents in the Lichfield Road area raised their concerns with regard to the 

problems being experienced in the Lichfield Road area.  The particular issues raised were as 
follows: 

  
  

• What is being done to curb road racing in Eastern Way, Cannock.  What strategies have 
the Council, Police and Highways Department got to curb if not eradicate this highly 
publicized problem which has blighted the town and community for many months? 

 

• In light of the increased volume of traffic and a general public that ignores the speed 
limits and road racers who are on occasions out of control, what can be done to ensure 
the safety of the residents in Lichfield Road? 
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• If Staffordshire County Council Highways Department are not prepared to relieve the 
problem of the sewer trench across Lichfield Road which has been incorrectly filled, is it 
possible to enforce a weight restriction on this residential road or could Highways rectify 
the problem? 

 

• Is a zebra crossing at/or near the bus stop in Lichfield Road a possible solution to the 
problems being experienced by disabled persons and mothers with pushchairs, or can 
the kerb be reconfigured? 

 

• Will it take an injury or a claim for compensation before the footpath from Kwik Save the 
Poplars’ site island is made safe and passable?  

 

• When is Lichfield Road, Mill Green, Cannock and the Eastern Bypass going to have a 
speed camera installed? 

 
Sgt. Davies responded to the concerns raised and outlined the Police strategies in place to 
assist with road racing and cruising along Lichfield Road and Eastern Way.  He explained that 
there would not be a quick solution to the problems being experienced in this area.  However, 
representatives from Staffordshire Police, Vehicle and Operator Services Agency (VOSA), 
Staffordshire County Council and other agencies would continue to work together to assist in this 
matter.  The Police had developed the following five main strategies: 
 

• To ensure public safety 

• To prevent and detect crime 

• To stop any breaches of the peace 

• To prosecute offenders 

• To provide a high visibility presence 
 
It was explained that the majority of vehicles stopped by the Police had been found to be in a 
very good condition.  The exhausts on the vehicles were legal but were on the limit with regards 
to noise emissions and when three vehicles were travelling together the noise that was emitted 
sounded excessive.   Speed monitoring had revealed that the average speed on the Lichfield 
Road was 37.2 mph in a 30 mph limit.  He confirmed that Police Officers and Police Community 
Support Officers would continue to undertake regular patrols of the Lichfield Road area. 
 
He commented that it was difficult for the Police to continually stop these cars whilst they were 
driving around lawfully as it could be classed as harassment.  He confirmed that the numbers of 
vehicles had decreased over the past few months. 
 
He advised that the last speed check had resulted in six fixed penalty notices being issued to 
residents and a further speed check would be undertaken prior to Christmas. The Police would 
like to see a speed camera installed in Eastern Way, junction improvements at Devon Road and 
speed reduction measures along Lichfield Road.  He commented that some residents in the 
Lichfield Road area were complaining that too much Police time was being spent on this matter.  
Although the Police had competing resources they would continue to actively attempt to alleviate 
the problems in this area.  However, it was considered that it would be a long term project. 
 
Dave Botfield explained that Lichfield Road and Eastern Way were part of the principal road 
network and therefore carried a lot of traffic.  Data on speed of traffic and the number of 
accidents was being collected in order to make a decision on the implementation of a speed 
camera along Eastern Way.  A mobile speed camera unit was in place once a fortnight which 
operated during the day.  The road signs and markings along Eastern Way and Lichfield Road 
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had been checked and were up to standard.  He stated that neither Lichfield Road or Eastern 
Way were suitable for traffic calming measures or restrictions.  He confirmed that consideration 
was being given to improvements to the Devon Road junction, however, no firm date could be 
given as to when any improvements would take place.   
 
Dave Botfield explained that the County Council had to assess all requests for speed cameras 
on their merits, taking into account the speed of traffic and the number of accidents along the 
road.  All requests were considered and measured against any other requests that were 
received but it was impossible for the County to agree to every request that was made. 
 
He commented that the County Council had relayed the sewer trench along Lichfield Road on 
two occasions, however, Officers would look at the trench again.  He confirmed that the hedge 
along Lichfield Road had recently been cut back.  Officers would be requested to look at the 
kerb near to the bus stop in Lichfield Road to ascertain whether any improvements could be 
carried out. 
 
Residents were then given the opportunity of responding to the information provided by the 
Police and the County Council which outlined the initiatives that were being undertaken. 
 
The Forum was advised that it would take time to resolve the issues in this area and the Police 
and County Council would work together to assist residents in this respect. 
 
The Chairman stated that the item would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting in order 
that an update on the progress could be given. 

  
10. Update on Parking and One Way System – Wolverhampton Road 
  
 Dave Botfield advised the Forum that, following consultation with residents in Wolverhampton 

Road, Newhall Street and Victoria Street, a one way traffic scheme had been developed.  
Funding for the scheme should be available after April 2008.  It was anticipated that the traffic 
order would shortly be advertised and any objections would be considered.    

  
 He stated that the implementation of the one way traffic scheme would be the start to alleviate 

some of the problems in the area.  With regards to the parking issue in this area he stated that 
the introduction of decriminalised parking enforcement during 2008 may assist in this respect. 

  
 A Member sought confirmation regarding the funding which had been allocated for a traffic 

scheme in this area.  The Chairman stated that this item would be placed on the agenda for the 
next meeting in order that an update could be provided together with confirmation of the current 
position regarding the funding for the traffic scheme. 

  
11. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 The following items were requested to be included on the agenda for the next meeting:- 

 
 •  Update on Lichfield Road area 

  
 •  Update on parking and one way system - Wolverhampton Road (including 

confirmation of the current position regarding the funding for the traffic scheme) 
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that forms were available for completion for items to be 

included on the agenda for the next meeting. 
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12. Date of Future Meeting 
  
 The Chairman informed the Forum that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 11 March 

2008.  
  
 The Chairman thanked all those present for their attendance and wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 


