
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

CANNOCK COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

TUESDAY, 28 JUNE 2005 
 

AT THE CIVIC CENTRE, BEECROFT ROAD, CANNOCK 
 

 
PRESENT: Cannock Chase Council Forum Members 

 
Councillors: 

Freeman, M.P. (Chairman) 
Bennett, Mrs. D.J. (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Alcott, G. 
Allen, F.W.C. 
Davis, Mrs. M.A. 
Dixon, D.I. 
Kraujalis, J.T. 
 

Mitchell, C. 
Morgan, C.W.J. 
Thomas, D. 
Toth, J. 

 
Cannock Chase Council Officers
 
Mr. W.L. Trigg (Director of Resources) 
Miss K. Bradford (Head of Leisure) 
Mr. J. Heminsley (Development, Landscape and Conservation Manager) 
Mr. D. Parker (Streetcare Manager) 
Mr. T. Walsh (Leisure Services Manager) 
Mrs. C. Bowker (Chief Executive’s Secretariat) 
  
Also present, representatives from the following organisations:- 
 
Staffordshire County Council 
Staffordshire Police 
Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust 
Press 
Local Residents (approximately 200) 

 
(An apology for absence was received from Dr. A.W. Wright, MP) 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
  
 Councillor M.P. Freeman was appointed Chairman and Councillor Mrs. D.J. Bennett was 

appointed Vice-Chairman for the 2005-06 Municipal Year. 
  
2. Notes 
  
 The notes of the meeting held on 13 April 2005 were approved as a correct record. 
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3. Matters Arising from the Minutes 
  
 Arriva Bus Service from Cannock-Stafford
  
 John Debens reported that the County Council were submitting a bid under the Department of 

Transport Kick Start Scheme to make the Cannock-Stafford route a ‘Quality Corridor’ which, if 
accepted, would include the provision of low floor buses. 

  
4. Highways Issues Arising from Previous Meeting 
  
 Plans for additional speed humps within the area
  
 John Debens advised that the County Council had proposed two schemes for traffic calming 

measures under the Safer Routes to Schools Scheme, these being at the Cardinal Griffin/ 
Chase High School and Kingsmead Technology College areas. 

  
 Mr. Bryan Ingle, a local resident, informed the Forum that he was firmly opposed to speed 

humps and considered speed cameras were more effective.  He considered that speed humps 
also slowed down emergency response vehicles and that they made the journey for those 
travelling by ambulance more uncomfortable. 

  
 A local resident expressed concern regarding the speed of vehicles in the Hampton Street, 

Lilac Avenue area and the police were requested to investigate this matter.  It was considered 
that traffic calming measures were needed in this area. 

  
 Old Fallow Road
  
 Mr. Westwood, a local resident, informed the Forum that the Council had made changes to the 

highway at Old Fallow Avenue and he considered it was necessary to lower the kerbs.   
  
 John Debens agreed to investigate the matter and report back to Mr. Westwood direct. 
  
 Update on Street Lighting in Price Street
  
 John Debens informed the Forum that replacement lighting work would be carried out under 

the Initial Asset Replacement Programme (IARP) between September and November 2007. 
  
 Update on Traffic Calming Measures – Wolverhampton Road, Newhall Street, Victoria Street
  
 Residents expressed concern regarding the traffic management scheme that should have 

been implemented in the Wolverhampton Road/High Green area.  John Debens informed the 
Forum that the District Council had advertised the scheme some years ago and objections and 
concerns had been received at that time.  The County Council had now taken over the scheme 
and were at present consulting with people in that area. 

  
5. Other Issues from previous meeting 
  
 Maintenance works on the Railway – Debris dropping onto Girton Road
  
 An update from Environmental Health and Public Protection had been provided as an Annex 

to the agenda stating that: 
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 ▪ Streetcare had removed the debris that had fallen from the Girton Road railway bridge 
during maintenance work. 

   
 ▪ That the Environmental Health and Public Protection Department had raised the matter 

with Network Rail who had undertaken to investigate the matter. 
   
 ▪ That the complainant and Councillor Kraujalis had been sent letters by the Environmental 

Health and Public Protection Department which included the response from Network Rail. 
   
 Councillor Alcott informed the Forum that stones were still falling through a gap in the bridge. 
  
 The Role of the West Midlands Regional Assembly
  
 Mr. John Heminsley, the Council’s Development, Landscape and Conservation Manager 

informed the Forum that there was a new planning system.  He explained that the 
Development Plan comprised a Regional Spatial Strategy prepared by the Regional Assembly 
and a Local Development Framework prepared by the District Council.  The Council was 
required to compose a set of district-wide strategic policies as part of the Local Development 
Framework.  Targets were set for housing and for land to be available for employment 
purposes. 

  
6. Leisure Issues Arising from Previous Meeting 
  
 Update on Cannock Park Issues
  
 ▪ Tennis Courts 

 
Karen Bradford, Head of Leisure, informed the Forum that the tennis courts were closed at 
present, although it had been reported that youths were playing football on the courts. 

   
  A full refurbishment of the courts would cost approximately £230,000.  To replace the 

fence and topcoat the courts with tarmac would cost approximately £60,000.  She 
explained that funding for this was not available in the capital programme.  However, 
external funding opportunities were being explored, i.e. Lawn Tennis Association. 

   
 ▪ Security Guard 

 
Karen Bradford explained that a security guard was employed to cover the Cannock, 
Hednesford and Rugeley Parks, although the primary responsibility for the security of the 
parks lay with the park’s supervisors and the contractors, Glendale. 

   
 Residents raised particular concern regarding the following:- 
   
 ▪ Glendale staff refusing to remove youths playing football on the tennis courts. 
   
 ▪ No park supervisor on duty on 9, 16, 17 and 23 June 2005. 
   
 ▪ The condition of the rose garden and bowling green. 
   
 ▪ The gates to the park situated in Old Penkridge Road being left open and cars driving onto 

the parkland. 
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 Karen Bradford advised that she would investigate the concerns raised.  She also reported 
that she had met with Glendale staff and issued forms for them to report anti-social behaviour.  
In addition, she reported that the Police had also been involved in dealing with problems at the 
parks. 

  
 Karen Bradford would raise the items of concern again with Glendale officers. 
  
 Parking/Gate
  
 Mr. Dave Parker, Streetcare Manager, informed the Forum that it was anticipated that the Pay 

and Display car park would be in operation by the end of August 2005. 
  
 Karen Bradford advised that a design for the new gates had been chosen and it was 

anticipated that they would be erected in approximately 6/7 weeks. 
  
 Use of S106 Monies from Kelvestone House Development 
  
 Mr. W.L. Trigg, Director of Resources informed the Forum that he had investigated this matter 

and there were no monies available from the Kelvestone House Development.  Work had 
been carried out by the developers at the time of the development. 

  
7. Leisure Issues 
  
 Play Area – Ivy Close
  
 Karen Bradford informed the Forum that a letter had been received regarding problems arising 

at Ivy Close, together with a signed petition of 28 names.  She explained that a meeting had 
been held on site with residents to discuss their concerns. 

  
 Concerns were expressed regarding the following issues:- 
  
 ▪ Broken fencing surrounding the play area 
 ▪ Syringes, alcohol bottles littering the area 
 ▪ Footballs being kicked into residents’ gardens 
 ▪ Sexual activities taking place in the play area 
 ▪ Verbal abuse by youths to residents 
  
 Karen Bradford advised that an assessment had been carried out of available open spaces in 

the various wards.  It was explained that a minimum national standard had to be met and it 
may not be possible to close the play area.  She advised that the fencing would be replaced 
and she would investigate the maintenance of the play area and litter collection. 
 

 The representative from Staffordshire Police requested that concerned residents leave their 
names and addresses, and the appropriate Community Beat Officer for the area would then 
contact these residents to discuss their concerns. 

  
 Memorials/Headstones at Cannock Cemetery
  
 There was a lengthy debate on this matter and a number of issues were raised.  Arising from 

this, residents expressed the following concerns:- 
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 ▪ The high percentage of headstones that appear to have failed the test 
 

 ▪ The stakes put in place to support the headstones being 4 ft high 
 

 ▪ That families had to pay to rectify the situation, some having more than one headstone to 
pay for 
 

 ▪ Whether the contract in respect of the testing of headstones had gone out to tender and if 
the contractor was appropriately qualified 
 

 ▪ That the original health and safety instruction had been withdrawn as it was considered 
some Councils were being over-zealous 
 

 ▪ That the public had not been informed when the testing would be taking place to enable 
them to be present during the testing 
 

 Tom Walsh, Leisure Services Manager, explained that some authorities had laid the 
headstones flat, others had covered them with yellow bags.  However, Leisure Services had 
preferred the staking approach as this still allowed the bereaved to attend the graveside and 
view the inscription.  He advised that the stakes had to be higher than the headstone to protect 
them from damage whilst being driven into the ground.  However, action had been taken to 
reduce the height of the stake to 1” above the memorial.  The contract had gone out for 
quotation and the company selected was the most qualified of the responses received, having 
good references from other local authorities and having tested tens of thousands of 
headstones.  Tom Walsh outlined the awareness campaign for the project as follows:- 

  
 ▪ Cannock Chase Officers sought advice on the guidance for testing from the Health and 

Safety Commission. 
   
 ▪ Cannock Chase Officers sought advice on the guidance for testing from the Institute of 

Cemeteries and Cremation Management. 
   
 ▪ Officers undertook a site visit to other Authorities that had undertaken the testing to learn 

from them what areas had gone well and which required improvement. 
   
 ▪ The Council applied for a ‘Faculty’ to the Church Authorities to undertake the testing on 

memorials in closed churchyard grounds and on consecrated land and this was approved 
by the Church Diocese prior to commencement of testing. 

   
 ▪ A contractor was appointed who had extensive experience in testing memorials and had 

qualified employees to undertake the testing.  The contractor had the appropriate health 
and safety procedures in place and appropriate insurance cover.  Excellent references 
from other authorities were supplied. 

   
 ▪ The first press release was issued on 7 November 2003 explaining why the Council were 

testing the headstones and memorials. 
   
 ▪ Memorial testing was included as an item on the agenda of all the Community Forums 

held in January and February 2005. 
   
 ▪ Public notices were issued in the Express and Star on 10 and 17 February and the Chase 
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Post and Rugeley Post on 17 and 24 February 2005. 
   
 ▪ A Frequently Asked Questions page was published on the Council’s website. 
   
 ▪ Public information signs were displayed to three Council cemeteries and five closed 

churchyards. 
   
 ▪ An open day was held at Cannock Museum on Saturday, 26 February from 10.00 a.m. 

until 5.00 p.m. at which the Council and the contractor gave a joint presentation 
concerning the methods of headstone testing to be deployed.  The Clergy, Undertakers, 
Stonemasons, Memorial Masons, Police and the public were invited to attend.  A separate 
demonstration was given to the residents of Norton Canes who were not able to attend 
this presentation. 

   
 ▪ A Progress Report was presented to Cannock Chase Cabinet on 17 March 2005 and then 

issued to all Members of the Council. 
   
 ▪ A press release was published on 25 May 2005 further notifying the public of the Council’s 

intent to test headstones and memorials. 
  
 Councillor Allen suggested to the Forum that the Council as landlord had a responsibility for 

Health and Safety and that Wolverhampton City Council had stated that they would cover the 
costs of headstones failing the test.  He was attending a meeting with the appropriate Portfolio 
Leader on 5 July 2005 and an item would be placed on the agenda for the appropriate 
Committee and then Cabinet.  He would be asking the Council to meet the costs of the work 
which was needed to be carried out to the headstones. 

  
 It was reported that Dr. A. Wright, MP would be asking a question on this matter in Parliament 

tomorrow (29 June). 
  
 Karen Bradford informed the Forum that testing of the headstones would be temporarily 

suspended pending Councillor Allen’s meeting with the Portfolio Leader on 5 July 2005. 
  
 Cannock Stadium Development Update
  
 Les Trigg informed the Forum that a draft report had been received on the levels of 

contamination at the Stadium.  The finalised report would be submitted to the Culture and 
Sport Select Committee. 
 

 Councillor Toth expressed concern that the report had not been made public.  Les Trigg 
explained that the report received was a draft, not a final copy, which was currently being 
checked.  The final version of the report would be available via the Select Committee. 

  
 Ownership of Walkway between Old Fallow Road and Fallowfield
  
 Karen Bradford reported on behalf of the Housing Services, she explained that the walkway 

was not the responsibility of Staffordshire County Council as was first thought.  Leisure 
Services would be liaising with the Housing Department to prepare a schedule for the 
maintenance of the walkway. 

  
 Residents were concerned that crimes had occurred in that area and requested the police to 
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patrol the area. 
 

8. Fortnightly Refuse Collection 
  
 The Forum received a presentation from Dave Parker, Streetcare Manager.  He explained that 

a team had been set up to provide information about the fortnightly refuse collection.  Leaflets 
would be sent out to all households explaining what should be placed in the brown bin.  The 
leaflet would also list a hotline telephone number for residents to phone for information.  Self-
adhesive labels detailing what should be placed in the bin would be attached to those brown 
bins that had not yet been delivered.  The labels would also be sent to residents who had 
previously received a brown bin.  In addition, the Council’s website would list answers to 
frequently asked questions. 

  
 It was explained that a schedule listing the dates of collection until approximately mid-October 

2005 would be issued.  A weekly collection of waste would be resumed during the four-week 
period over Christmas/New Year as more household waste was generated than garden waste 
during this period. 

  
9. Proposal for Health Centre at Cannock Park and Proposed Location of the Clinic 
  
 Marion Rogerson informed the Forum that the Primary Care Trust were no further forward with 

the location of a Health Centre in Cannock than they were a year ago.  She explained that 
50% of GPs in the Cannock area were nearing retirement age over the next five years.  It was 
considered that newly qualified medical students were not likely to take over their medical 
practices, but would seek good medical facilities.  The provision of good Health Centres was, 
therefore, considered very important. 

  
 It was explained that many sites had been looked at and the Health Centre needed to be 

erected within next 2/3 years in order to meet the health needs of the area. 
  
 Marion Rogerson explained that it was proposed to establish a Steering Group to look at the 

sites the developer considered suitable and the issues surrounding them.  Those wishing to 
join the Steering Group would be welcome. 

  
10. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 No items were put forward for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting of the Forum. 
  
11. Date of Future Meetings 
  
 The following dates of future meetings of the Forum were noted:- 
  
 Tuesday, 4 October 2005  
 Monday, 16 January 2006 
 Monday, 3 April 2006 
  
 Venues for these meetings are to be agreed.  
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