
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

WEDNESDAY, 31 OCTOBER 2005 AT 7.00 PM 
 

AT VICTORY HALL, SLITTING MILL, RUGELEY 
 

 
PRESENT:  Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
 
                     Councillors 
 
           Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 

         Easton, R. (Vice-Chairman) 
 

 

 Davies D N Williams, A. 
 Jones, R. Williams, B. 
 Molineux, G N Whitehouse, Mrs. G.M. 
 Stanley N K  
   
                      Also Present Councillor Mrs D Grice  
 

 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
   
 Mr. S.G. Brown - Chief Executive 
 Mr. R. Phillips - Head of Planning & Regeneration 
 Mr. J. Heminsley - Development, Landscape and Conservation Manager 
 Mr K. Lawlor - Acting Head of Environmental Services 
 Mr T. Morris - Re-cycling Officer 

 
 Representatives from the following organisations: 
  
 Staffordshire County Council 
 Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust 
 Rugeley Town Council 
 Press 
 Neighbourhood Watch 
 Staffordshire Ambulance Service 
 Local Residents (approximately 80) 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Dr. A. Wright MP, County Councillor G. Roberts,  
Ms. B. Bowers, Rugeley Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Staffordshire Police, Mr. and Mrs. Redshaw, and Miss 
L. Lycett – local residents who requested items on the Agenda). 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Mr. R. Phillips, Head of Planning and Regeneration, indicated 
that the following questionnaires had been circulated for residents to complete: 
  
 •  Review of Community Forums Questionnaire 
 •  NHS ‘Your Health your Care your Say’ Improving Community Health Care Services 
 •  Proposed merger of Staffordshire Ambulance Service 
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1. Notes of Previous Meeting 
  
 The Notes of the previous meeting held on 13 July 2005 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Presentation Regarding Foundation Trust Status and South Staffordshire Healthcare 

Foundation Trust 
 

 As part of South Staffordshire Healthcare public consultation process, the Forum received a 
presentation from Ms. A. Godfrey and Mr. P. Draycott, regarding their bid to become an NHS 
Foundation Trust.  South Staffordshire Healthcare provided services for patients with mental 
health problems, learning difficulties, community children’s services and specialised health 
problems.  Following the presentation, members of the public were afforded the opportunity to 
ask questions. 

  
3. Rugeley Health Centre 
  
 Mrs. Marion Rogerson, Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust (PCT), provided an update on the 

progress made at the two new health centres.  Mrs. Rogerson informed the Forum that work 
on the car park and foundations had begun at the Sandy Lane development.  She reported 
that discussions were taking place with partners in order to consolidate and improve the 
provision of health, social services, and education in the second Rugeley development, that a 
developer had been appointed, and some design work was being undertaken.  This 
development would have a particular focus on children’s services and it was anticipated that it 
would be a multi-agency development between the Health Service and the County Council, 
probably with extended school-type facilities.  The new health centre was being developed to 
provide integrated services, which would also support Looked After Children.  Professional 
services such as Speech and Language Therapy would also be provided from the site. 

  
 With regard to the Western Springs Primary School site, Julie Nash, Staffordshire County 

Council, reported that an Area Review of Primary School places in Rugeley in 2003 had been 
carried out and it was agreed that the Western Springs Primary School be reduced from 420 
places plus nursery to a 210 one form entry school with a 26 place nursery.  The school was 
being consolidated in the Key Stage 2 building.  Approval was being sought to dispose of the 
Key Stage 1 building and discussions were taking place regarding the future potential use of 
the site. 

  
 Mrs. Rogerson also commented that the architect involved was heavily committed to the 

Green Agenda and keen to preserve valuable trees.  She stated that the PCT wanted to give 
the people of Rugeley the best services possible. 

  
 In answer to a question from a local resident, Mrs. Rogerson responded that immediate 

provision would be made for one dental chair for NHS Services on the Sandy Lane site, but 
that it was very unlikely that dentists could be attracted to the second Rugeley Health Centre 
development because of the financial implications. 

  
 Members of the public reported experiencing difficulties in trying to book appointments by 

telephone at Horsefair surgery.  Other residents reported experiencing having difficulties in 
changing their general practitioner.  Mrs. Rogerson provided details of the appropriate officers 
to contact at the PCT. 

  
 
 

R&B Forum Minutes 311005  



4. Planning Matters Deferred from Previous Meeting 
  

Mr. John Heminsley, Planning Services Manager, had prepared a written response to the five 
questions asked and this was distributed to those attending the Forum. 

  
 A copy of the questions, together with the response is attached at Annex A. 
  
 A member of the public questioned the role of statutory consultees with regard to drainage and 

traffic issues.  Mr. Heminsley explained the procedure for commenting on planning 
applications.  He advised local residents that if they were dissatisfied with the comments made 
by statutory consultees, they should write to them direct to express their views. 

  
5. Grounds Maintenance Issue Deferred from Previous Meeting 
  
 Cleaning of Alleyway Adjacent to Redbrook Hayes School 

 
 Mr. Kevin Lawlor, Acting Head of Environmental Services, reported that the cleansing 

frequency of the St. Michael’s and Main Road alleyway was monthly.  There had been 
problems with the hedgerow and this had been cut back recently.  The litter bin required 
replacement and this would be undertaken within the next two weeks.  Mr. Lawlor assured 
residents that inspection of the alleyway took place on a regular basis.  Mr. S. Allatt had been 
trying to discover who the alleyway belonged to, as fences had been smashed, glass bottles 
broken and litter bins set on fire.  He had telephoned the Police on a regular basis as it had 
been an ongoing problem for about six months.  Mr. Lawlor agreed to look into the problem. 
 
A member of the public brought to Mr. Lawlor’s notice problems regarding youths who had 
pulled out the goalposts at Green Lane playing fields.  Mr. Lawlor agreed to attend to the 
matter. 
 

6. County Council Issue Deferred from Previous Meeting 
  
 Closure and Merger of Schools in Rugeley – What proposals, if any, are there for any 

Vacant Buildings/Associated Lands 
  
 As Miss Lycett, who had requested this agenda item, was unable to be present at the meeting, 

it was agreed that Mr. John Debens (Staffordshire County Council) send a written reply to Miss 
Lycett. 

  
7. Progress Report on Rugeley Bypass 
  
 Mr. Debens reported that the Rugeley bypass was a massive project and that Staffordshire 

Highways Partnership with Wrekin Construction were trying to minimise the disruption caused.  
Some residents were experiencing problems of access, although no direct complaints about 
traffic management had been received.  Mr. Debens outlined the progress which had been 
made to date.  Another contract had been awarded for the next stage for Lea Hall Way.  After 
Christmas work would commence on building two under-railway bridges.  In response to a 
question from a member of the public, Mr. Debens confirmed that the gas lights used on the 
bridge would be the same, but that they would be re-positioned following permission from 
English Heritage. 
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8. An Outline of Proposals for Retail Developments in Rugeley 
  
 Mr. Heminsley was unable to update the Forum as the person who had requested the item 

had not attended to ask a specific question. 
 

9. Slitting Mill Village Highways Matters 
  

Re-siting of 30 mph Signs at Lady Hill, Slitting Mill, Lack of De-Restriction Sign at 
Penkridge Bank Road and Traffic Speeding between Hednesford and Fairoak School, 
Slitting Mill 
 

 Residents reported the following traffic problems: 
 
• the difficulty of crossing the road for wheelchair users and those pushing prams 
• at Penkridge Road there had been an increase in very heavy traffic which often travelled 

in convoy 
• lack of lighting 
• speed bumps at Hagley Road, Fair Oak, where cars speeded up after the bumps 

  
Mr. Debens replied that Staffordshire County Council were sending inspectors to the area to 
assess the problems.  He also highlighted the problems associated with moving 30 mph 
signposts. 

  
10. Closure of Youth Centres During School Holidays (in particular, Burnthill Lane Youth 

Centre) 
 

 Mr. Debens invited Mrs. D. Hackett (local resident), who had requested this item, to have a 
dialogue with the County Council and the Youth Service to discuss ways of improving the 
services provided. 

  
11. Update on the Peartree Estate Roundabout 
  
 As Miss Lycett, who had requested this agenda item, was unable to be present at the meeting, 

it was agreed Mr. Debens send a written reply to Miss Lycett. 
 
Mr. Debens reported that technical specialists at the County Council were currently looking 
into this matter but difficulties were being experienced with the design.   

  
12. Mountain Bikes on Cannock Chase 
  
 It was agreed that this item be deferred for consideration and included on the agenda at the 

next meeting of the Forum. 
  
13. Fernwood Shopping Precinct – Anti-Social Behaviour 

 
 The Chairman read out a letter which he had received from Inspector Timmis, Rugeley Police, 

copies of which were distributed to those present (attached at Annex B).  Rugeley Town 
Councillor R. Wassell encouraged local people concerned about youths causing nuisance and 
disorder to attend a meeting with the Community Beat Officers at 7.00 pm on 8 November 
2005 at Fernwood Community Hall. 
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14. The Likely Effect of the Transfer of the Council’s Housing Stock on the Council 
Taxpayer 

  
 A written reply from the Head of Financial Management had been sent out with the agenda.  

The Chairman read out the summary to the Forum (attached at Annex C). 
  
15. Proposed Music Event at Birches Valley 
  
 The Chairman read out a letter which had been received from the Forestry Commission and 

which had been circulated with the agenda (attached at Annex D).  A representative from the 
Forestry Commission had been unable to attend and those present requested that a 
representative from the Forestry Commission attend the next Community Forum (to be held on 
Wednesday 25 January 2006). 

  
 Councillor B. Williams reported that the Forestry Commission would have to submit to the 

Council a premises licence for the event and that this would be considered by the Council's 
Licensing Sub-Committee.  Prior to this there would be a period of public consultation.  
Councillor D. Davies reported that holding this event would contravene the Forestry 
Commission's own bylaws. The Chairman highlighted that this event was of concern to all 
residents in Rugeley and Councillor Mrs. D. Grice commented on problems associated with 
local wildlife. 

  
 Residents expressed objections to the Forestry Commission's proposal to hold concerts at 

Birches Valley, especially with regard to:- 
  
 •  The wildlife, such as buzzards, kingfishers and deer being driven off Cannock Chase 
 •  Motorbikes causing damage to gardens and personal property 
 •  Car parking and extra traffic 
 •  Noise 
  
 Local residents requested that the Council inform them when the licensing application had 

been received and it was agreed that the Chief Executive’s Department would advise those 
local residents who had requested that they be contacted.  Mr. Heminsley was asked why 
holding the concert was not a planning issue.  He outlined the rules which apply nationally to 
the holding of temporary events.  A member of the public suggested a park and ride scheme 
for the concert. 
 
Mr. K. Alexander, local resident, thanked the Chairman, on behalf of the residents, for allowing 
them to raise their concerns and for bringing this item forward on the agenda.  
 

16. Refuse Collection – Brown Bins 
  

As Miss Lycett, who had requested this agenda item, was unable to be present at the meeting, 
it was agreed that Mr. Lawlor send a written reply to Miss Lycett. 
 
A recycling display was available in the foyer for any residents who were interested and the 
Council’s Recycling Officer was available to give advice on specific problems. 
 
Mrs. D. Hackett brought to Mr Lawlor’s attention the potential fire hazards faced by people 
unable to get out of their properties due to other residents leaving their bins in the wrong place 
and blocking exits.  Mr. Lawlor agreed to look into this problem. 
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17. Petition 
  

Councillor A. Williams handed a petition regarding salting bins on Peartree Estate to Mr. 
Debens to take to Staffordshire County Council. 

  
18. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  

Suggestions of issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought.  It was 
explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend and debate the issues 
and answer any questions. 
 
The following items would be included on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting of the 
Forum:- 
 
•  The Council’s Proposed Housing Transfer (item requested by Mr. G. Grant, local 

resident) 
•  Traffic issue regarding the new Sandy Lane Health Centre (item requested by 

P. Edgington, local resident) 
•  Proposed Music Event at Birches Valley 
•  Mountain Bikes on Cannock Chase 
•  Can a 30 mph/40 mph speed limit be instituted in Penkridge Bank Road? (item 

requested by D. Clarkson, local resident) 
•  The increase in very heavy traffic down Penkridge Bank Road (item requested by 

D.G. Coath, local resident) 
 

19. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The following dates of future meetings of the Forum were noted: 
  
 •  25 January 2006 – this Forum will be held at Western Springs Primary School, Rugeley 
 •  25 April 2006 
 

R&B Forum Minutes 311005  


	Presentation Regarding Foundation Trust Status and South Staffordshire Healthcare Foundation Trust 
	Rugeley Health Centre
	Planning Matters Deferred from Previous Meeting
	Grounds Maintenance Issue Deferred from Previous Meeting
	Cleaning of Alleyway Adjacent to Redbrook Hayes School 
	County Council Issue Deferred from Previous Meeting
	Progress Report on Rugeley Bypass
	An Outline of Proposals for Retail Developments in Rugeley
	Mr. Heminsley was unable to update the Forum as the person who had requested the item had not attended to ask a specific question. 
	Slitting Mill Village Highways Matters
	Residents reported the following traffic problems: 
	Closure of Youth Centres During School Holidays (in particular, Burnthill Lane Youth Centre) 
	Update on the Peartree Estate Roundabout
	Mountain Bikes on Cannock Chase
	Fernwood Shopping Precinct – Anti-Social Behaviour 
	The Likely Effect of the Transfer of the Council’s Housing Stock on the Council Taxpayer
	Proposed Music Event at Birches Valley
	Refuse Collection – Brown Bins
	Petition
	Forward Agenda for Future Meetings


	Dates of Future Meetings


