
CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

WEDNESDAY, 25 JANUARY 2006 AT 7.00 PM 
 

AT WESTERN SPRINGS PRIMARY SCHOOL, RUGELEY 
 

 
PRESENT:  Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
 
                     Councillors 
 
           Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 

          
 

 Davies, D.N. Stanley, N.K. 
 Jones, R.  Whitehouse, Mrs. G.M. 
 Molineux, G.N.   
 

By Invitation:   Councillor Mrs. A.F. Bernard 
  

 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
   
 Mr. S.G. Brown - Chief Executive 
 Mr. R. Phillips - Head of Planning & Regeneration 
 Mr. S. Shilvock - Head of Environmental Health 
 Mr. T. Walsh - Parks & Open Spaces Manager 
 Mrs. K. Cooper - PR & Marketing Manager 
 Mr. I. Tennant  - Head of Housing  
 Ms. N. Sawyer - District Partnerships Officer 
 Ms. S. Richards - Programme & Marketing Officer  
 Ms. A. Edmondson - Communications Manager Primary Care Trust/Cannock Chase Council 
 Ms. S. Hammond - Bereavement Services Manager 
   
 Forestry Commission: 
   
 Mr. I. Hickman - Forest District Ranger 
 Mr. A. Semple - Forest Planner 
 Mr. P. Pursglove - Wildlife Ranger 
   
 Representatives from the following organisations: 
  
 Staffordshire County Council 
 Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust 
 Rugeley Town Council 
 Press 
 Staffordshire Ambulance Service  
 Representatives from Tenants’ and Residents’ Groups 
 Local Residents (approximately 70) 
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(Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Williams, B. Williams, R. Easton,  
R.G. Meaden, and G.R. Martin, Dr. A. Wright, M.P., County Councillor G. Roberts and  
Mrs. M. Rogerson, Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust).    
 
Prior to commencement of the meeting, Mr. R. Lee, Staffordshire Ambulance Service, announced the 
dates of public meetings to be held regarding the proposed merger of the Ambulance Service and invited 
residents to make their views known at the meetings or write to the Staffordshire Ambulance Service. 
  

1. Notes of Previous Meeting 
  
 The Notes of the previous meeting held on 31 October 2005 were agreed as a correct record. 
  
2. Headstones and Memorials 
  
 The Chairman read out the following statement: 
  
 “As many of you will be aware, the safety testing of headstones began last year in 

Cannock Chase. 
  
 The testing followed a Local Authority Circular that was published by the Health & 

Safety Executive and which highlighted the increasing attention that burial 
authorities must apply to the risks surrounding memorial stability in cemeteries.  

  
 To date, there have been 6 fatalities and 60 reported incidents of injury involving 

headstones and memorials in the last 5 years.  
  
 This concern, allied with the Health & Safety at Work Act and the Occupiers 

Liability Act, places a statutory duty on local authorities to ensure all of its 
cemeteries are as safe as is reasonably practicable for all employees and 
members of the public.  

  
 We appreciate that this is a particularly sensitive issue and so are doing all we 

can to try and avoid any distress to the families concerned.  
  
 If anyone has any specific queries or concerns regarding the testing of 

headstones, please speak to the officers at the back of the room who will be able 
to answer your questions.  

  
 There are also forms available for anyone who would like to receive more 

information about getting headstones that have failed the testing repaired.  
  
 And in addition, we will be holding two open days at the Stile Cop Cemetery on  

Saturday, 11 and Monday, 13 February between 10.00 a.m. and 12 noon and 
1.00 p.m. and 3.00 p.m., where people can get more information about the testing 
and also see a demonstration of the actual testing process.” 

  
 The Parks & Open Spaces Manager was available during the Forum to address residents’ 

concerns.  Forms were available for anyone who wished to receive more information regarding 
having headstones that have failed the test repaired.    One member of the public took the 
opportunity to raise this issue. 
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3. Rugeley Health Centre Developments 
  
 The Chairman read out an update that had been received from Marion Rogerson, Cannock 

Chase Primary Care Trust as follows:- 
  
 “Sandy Lane Development
  
 Progress was being made on the site and the expected final completion date 

would be December 2006 or January 2007. 
  
 2nd Rugeley Project
  
 The specification was continuing to develop and architects were involved in the 

design work.” 
  
 Adele Edmondson, Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust (PCT), was available during the 

Forum to address concerns raised by residents regarding the health centre developments. 
  
 Rugeley Town Councillor Southwell requested that a walkway be provided through the playing 

fields to Lea Hall, and it was agreed that this suggestion be referred to the PCT for 
consideration.  

  
4. Proposed Music Event at Birches Valley  
  
 Ian Hickman – Forest District Manager, Alastair Semple – Forest Planner and Peter Pursglove 

– Wildlife Ranger, from the Forestry Commission, attended to address residents’ concerns.  
Mr. Hickman explained the situation in order to alleviate any misinformation or 
misunderstanding about the concerts.  He made the following points:- 

  
 • There would be no cost levy on Council taxpayers and the Forestry Commission would 

incur all costs.  
  
 • No trees had been felled specifically for the concert, but 4 trees had been felled for 

other reasons.  
  
 • The Local Authority had inspected the location with regard to noise levels.  There was a 

50 ft. bank of earth with trees on it between the concert staging and the nearest local 
residents’ homes.  

  
 • The Forestry Commission were liaising with the Police and the security staff in relation 

to car parking.  
  
 • All litter would be cleared by the Forestry Commission, including Penkridge Bank Road 

and Birches Valley Road.  
  
 • With regard to the risk of damage to private property, the Forestry Commission had 

liaised with the Police and there would be a Police Sergeant, 6 Officers and Special 
Constables on the site and in the local vicinity there would be a Police holding cell.  
Mr. Hickman assured residents that every effort was being made to ensure that there 
was no anti-social behaviour. 
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 • Residents were assured that there would be no negative effects on wildlife from the 
concert.  

  
 Residents were then afforded the opportunity to ask questions of the Forestry Commission 

Officers.  The following issues were discussed:- 
  
 • The effect on domestic pets and horses 
 • Too many activities being held on the Chase pushing deer onto the highway 
 • Car parking arrangements 
 • The effect of deer giving birth to young in June 
 • The anticipated levels of noise in decibels 
 • The possibility of a new road being built 
 • The licence application 
 • Frequency of concerts 
 • Fundraising purpose of the concerts 
 • Crowd noise 
 • Security and policing  
 • Contingency plans should the roads be closed due to fire risk from extreme weather 

conditions 
 • Concern that more than 4 trees had been felled, but it was stated these had been 

Christmas trees  
 • Heavy volumes of traffic 
 • Disturbance to birds and specified species 
 • Members of the public who purchased tickets to attend both concerts and the possibility 

they may sleep in their cars 
 • Confirmation that pyrotechnics would not be used 
  
 A member of the public expressed concern that the proposed new road might cross a 

bridleway and queried where the diversions would be.  Mr. Hickman agreed to give 
consideration to this matter.   

  
 Mr. Hickman informed the Forum that the Forestry Commission intended to arrange further 

smaller drop-in meetings in the future.  
  
 An open invitation was extended to members of the public to visit the Forestry Commission 

office should they have any concerns, wish to view the plans, or telephone the Forestry 
Commission on telephone number: 01889 586593.  

  
 Mr. Stephen Brown, Chief Executive at Cannock Chase Council, brought to the attention of the 

Forum the latest copy of the Slitting Mill Village Newsletter, ‘The Village Green’ (issue no. 5).  
An article by the Editor, Graham Redshaw, attributed to Mr. Brown a comment that, with 
regard to objectors living outside of the Slitting Mill Area, the concert was none of their 
business.  Mr. Brown made it clear to the Forum that he had made no such comment. 

  
 A member of the public apologised to the Chief Executive on behalf of Graham Redshaw, who 

was unable to be present at the forum. 
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5. County Council Issue Deferred from Previous Meeting 
  
 Mountain Bikes on Cannock Chase 
  
 Mr. John Debens, Staffordshire County Council, stated that it was an offence to cycle on 

footpaths and that the Head Ranger would take action against offenders.  Residents could 
contact the Head Ranger on telephone number 01543 871773.  Mr. Debens explained that it 
was, however, legal to ride mountain bikes on bridleways.  Monitoring the situation seemed to 
show that having trails in the forest rather than on heath land had improved the situation.  
A member of the British Horse Society, commented that there was increasing traffic at night 
generating the problem of deer petrified by headlights through the woods.  Mr. Hickman, 
Forestry Commission, explained that in conjunction with Chase Trails, action was being taken 
to try to educate cyclists and to work out a solution.  He stated that this was a major issue for 
the Forestry Commission.  

  
6. Cannock Chase Local Development Framework – Information and Awareness Raising 
  
 The Head of Planning and Regeneration outlined the changes that would be made to the Local 

Plan for the Cannock Chase District.  The process of developing a new Local Development 
Framework for the area was underway and was intended to be completed over the next 3 
years.  Mr. Phillips stated that the one Local Plan would be replaced by a series of documents, 
beginning with the Core Strategy.  Consultation on the issues and options of the Core Strategy 
would begin in March 2006.  The Core Strategy would contain three themes:- 

  
 • Effective protection of the environment 
 • Social progress for everyone 
 • High levels of economic growth and employment 
  
 Mr. Phillips stressed the importance of the Core Strategy as the ‘foundation document’ on 

which the rest of the Local Development Framework would be built.  He encouraged local 
residents, the Parish Council and Community Groups to participate in the consultation process 
from the beginning in order to make their views known to the Council.  

  
 In the following debate, residents and town councillors asked that the consultation makes a 

specific effort to reach young people and other groups who do not normally get involved in this 
type of consultation. 

  
7. Community Forums Review  
  
 The PR and Marketing Manager thanked those residents who had completed questionnaires 

and taken part in face-to-face interviews in connection with the review of Community Forums.  
The following points were noted:- 

  
 • Residents considered there was a need to improve the Community Forums 
 • Better publicity was required, including where posters were located 
 • Sound quality levels needed to be improved, and PA systems would be made available 

at all locations 
 • All officers would be located at the front of the venue for ease of recognition by the 

public 
 • More central locations were requested for the Forums, and consideration would be 

given to alternating venues 
 • Time limits on subjects were required to enable all agenda items to be discussed 

Rugeley & Brereton Community Forum 250106 5 



 • Forums would finish no later than 9.00 p.m. 
 • An interactive Community Forums Webpage would be established on the Cannock 

Chase Council Website 
  
 Forms were available should any member of the public wish to suggest any improvement to 

the Community Forums.  
  
8. Highways Issues 
  
 Mr. Debens, Staffordshire County Council, attended the Forum to discuss the following 

issues:- 
  
 (a) Traffic Issue Regarding the New Sandy Lane Health Centre
  
  Mr. Debens informed the Forum that the traffic problem from the Health Centre to 

Hednesford Road was as a result of the development of the Health Centre.  The Head of 
Planning & Regeneration was available to discuss the issue further with any member of 
the public if required.  

  
 (b) Traffic Issue Regarding the Increase in Very Heavy Traffic Down Penkridge Bank Road 
  
  Mr. Debens reported that problems relating to heavy vehicle traffic were very difficult to 

resolve, but that he had brought the problem to the attention of the County Council and 
would continue to monitor the situation.  Residents commented that the road was not 
wide enough for such heavy vehicles and that there were no pavements.  
A local resident who requested the agenda item, would be contacted directly by Mr. 
Debens. 

   
 (c) Can a 30/40 m.p.h. Speed Limit be Instituted in Penkridge Bank Road?
   
  Mr. Debens reported that a 40 m.p.h. scheme was presently under consideration by the 

County Council.  
  
9. The Council’s Proposed Housing Transfer 
  
 The Head of Housing outlined the progress regarding the proposed transfer of its housing 

stock to a new housing association, Your Chase Homes, and was available to answer any 
individual questions from Council tenants during and after the Forum.  The main points 
highlighted were:- 

  
 • The Council’s housing stock needed investment which Cannock Chase Council could 

not afford to fund to the same standard 
 • Every Council tenant had received a Formal Offer Document setting out the implications 

of both the transfer proposals 
 • A ballot of tenants would take place in Spring 2006  
 • Transfer would only take place if a majority of tenants voting in the ballot, vote in favour 

of transfer. 
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10. Litter at Church Lane and Pump Lane  
  
 The Parks & Open Spaces Manager advised the Forum that the litter causing concern at 

Church Lane and Pump Lane had been removed.  Mr. Palmer expressed his thanks to the 
Chief Executive of Cannock Chase Council for undertaking this work. 

  
 Residents also brought to the Council’s attention littering at the following locations:- 
  
 • Argos and Home & Bargains 
 • The shops at Fernwood Estate (privately owned) 
 • Stafford Brook Road and the Forestry Commission 
 • The sides of the roads in Rugeley 
  
 The Chairman commented that shopkeepers in Rugeley had a responsibility to look after their 

own shopfronts.  Local residents were assured that Council officers were trying to control the 
problem of littering by education and that prosecutions would be brought against offenders in 
the future.  

  
11. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Suggestions of issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought.  It was 

explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend, debate the issues and 
answer any questions.  Forms were made available for residents and Forum Members to 
complete to request items for the next agenda.  The forms should be completed and returned 
to the Council and the item would then be included on the agenda for the next meeting. 

  
 The following item would be included on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting of the 

Forum:- 
  
 • An update on Western Springs School 
  
12. Date of Future Meeting 
  
 The date of the next Rugeley and Brereton Community Forum was to be confirmed. 
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