
 
 
 

CANNOCK CHASE COUNCIL 
 

RUGELEY AND BRERETON COMMUNITY FORUM 
 

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
 

WEDNESDAY, 13 JULY 2005 AT 7.00 PM 
 

AT RUGELEY ROSE THEATRE, TAYLORS LANE, RUGELEY 
 

 
PRESENT:  Cannock Chase Council Forum Members: 
 
                     Councillors 
 
           Grocott, M.R. (Chairman) 

         Easton, R. (Vice-Chairman) 
 

 

 Jones, R. Williams, A. 
 Stanley, N.K. Williams, B. 
 Whitehouse, Mrs. G.M.  
 

 Cannock Chase Council Officers: 
   
 Mr. R. Phillips - Head of Planning & Regeneration 
 Mr. J. Heminsley - Development, Landscape and Conservation Manager 
 Mr. S. Shilvock - Head of Environmental Health 
   
 Representatives from the following organisations: 
  
 Staffordshire County Council 
 Rugeley Town Council 
 Press 
 Trading Standards 
 Neighbourhood Watch 
 Staffordshire Police 
 

(Apologies for absence were received from Dr. A. Wright MP and Councillors R.G. Meaden, G.R. Martin 
and G.N. Molineux.) 
  

1. Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
  
 Councillor M.R. Grocott was appointed Chairman and Councillor R. Easton was appointed 

Vice-Chairman of the Community Forum for the Municipal Year. 
  
2. Notes of the Previous Meeting 
  
 The Notes of the previous meeting held on 19 April 2005 were agreed as a correct record. 
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3. Developments by Pritchard Holdings in Rugeley 
  
 The Forum received a presentation by Mr. Fred Pritchard, of Pritchard Holdings Limited, 

outlining a number of development proposals within the Rugeley area: 
  
 - Towers Business Park 

- Lea Hall Court 
- Kimberley Business Park 
- Wellington Plaza 

  
 Following the presentation, Members of the Public were afforded the opportunity to ask 

questions of Mr. Pritchard. 
  
4. Rugeley Health Centre Development Update 
  
 (A) Sandy Lane Development
   
  Mrs. Marion Rogerson of Cannock Chase Primary Care Trust (PCT) reported that the 

land at Sandy Lane had been purchased.  The first phase of the development would 
be to replace the drainage, build a car park and clear the site.  Work on the main site 
was programmed to start at the end of September 2005.  The official launch of the 
project would take place on 9 September, 2005. 

   
 (B) Second Rugeley Health Centre Development
   
  Mrs. Rogerson reported that the Cannock Chase PCT had approved the development 

of a second Health Centre in Rugeley.  The Aelfgar and Hillsprings General Practices 
would be co-located alongside a range of community health services in a purpose built 
centre.  In addition, the County Council’s Children and Lifelong Learning Directorate 
were in discussions regarding the co-location of some of Rugeley Children’s Services 
on the site.  Four development companies had been selected for interviews to be held 
in mid-August.  The public were cordially invited to attend an exhibition of the 
developers ideas on Wednesday, 27 July, 2005 at Hillsprings Clinic, Green Lane, 
Rugeley between 10.00 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 

  
5. S.T.A.R.T. Project 
  
 The Chairman of the Forum agreed to consider this matter as an additional item. 
  
 The Forum received a presentation from Mrs. Kath Wollers of Trading Standards outlining the 

County Council’s S.T.A.R.T. Project.  It was reported that the Project was a countywide 
watchdog scheme that provided information to local residents regarding rogue traders that 
may be operating within the area.  The scheme aimed to develop partnerships between the 
County Council, Police and local residents in order to raise awareness and offer protection to 
residents against random door stop callers, unwanted cold calling etc. 

  
 Following the presentation, members of the public were afforded the opportunity to ask 

questions of Mrs. Wollers. 
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6. Neighbourhood Watch 
  
 The Chairman of the Forum agreed to consider this matter as an additional item. 
  
 The Forum received a presentation from Mrs. Vicki Singleton of Staffordshire County Council 

on the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.  The Forum were provided with information on the 
history of the scheme, together with details of how local residents could set up a 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme within their area. 

  
 Following the presentation, members of the public were afforded the opportunity to ask 

questions of Mrs. Singleton. 
  
7. Alternate Weekly Refuse and Recycling Collection 
  
 It was reported by Mr. Steve Shilvock, the Council’s Head of Environmental Health, that the 

Council were in the process of introducing an alternate weekly collection of refuse in order to 
improve recycling within the District.  A green waste and dry recyclable collection would be 
introduced so as to meet a number of Government recycling targets.  The Forum were advised 
that the ‘blue box’ collection had been rolled out and that those people with disabilities would 
be entitled to a ‘pull out’ service.  Those households where six or more people were residing 
would be entitled to a second domestic refuse bin and those properties that were in receipt of 
a sack collection system would continue to have these collected each week. 

  
 It was reported that full details of the service were available on the Council’s website and that 

it was anticipated that an information leaflet would be sent to all residents in due course. 
  
8. Highways Issues Arising from the Previous Meeting
  
 Cycle Path from Rugeley to Stafford
  
 Mr. John Debens of Staffordshire County Council reported that the County Council had a 

strategic approach to the installation of cycle paths throughout Staffordshire.  Currently, cycle 
paths within town centres were a priority.  Unfortunately, the cycle path requested from 
Rugeley to Stafford was considered less of a priority at this time. 

  
 A plan showing the existing and proposed cycle routes through Rugeley and Brereton is at 

Annex 1. 
  
 Road Markings at the Junction of Burnthill Lane/Hill Street, Rugeley
  
 It was reported that it was anticipated that improvements to the road markings at the junction 

of Burnthill Lane/Hill Street would be undertaken within the next six weeks. 
  
9. Education Issues Arising from the Previous Meeting 
  
 Amalgamation of Western Springs Infants and Junior Schools
  
 Mr. Debens reported that, following the amalgamation of the two schools, any associated land 

would be disposed of in the normal way. 
  
 Closure and Merger of Schools in Rugeley
  
 It was agreed that this item be deferred for consideration and included on the agenda at the 
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next meeting of the Forum. 
  
10. Planning Issues Arising from the Previous Meeting 
  
 It was agreed that this item be deferred for consideration and included on the agenda at the 

next meeting of the Forum. 
  
11. Grounds Maintenance Issues Arising from the Previous Meeting 
  
 It was reported by the Chairman that the name of the contractor responsible for grounds 

maintenance within the District was Glendale. 
  
12. Cleaning of Alleyway Adjacent to Redbrook Hayes School 
  
 It was agreed that this item be deferred for consideration and included on the agenda at the 

next meeting of the Forum. 
  
13. Condition of Slabs in Rugeley Town Centre 
  
 It was reported by Mr. Debens that work had been undertaken to repair the slabs in Rugeley 

Town Centre. 
  
 Local residents thanked officers of the County Council for completing the necessary work. 
  
14. Forward Agenda for Future Meetings 
  
 Suggestions of issues to be discussed at future meetings of the Forum were sought.  It was 

explained that appropriate representatives would be invited to attend and debate the issues 
and answer any questions. 

  
 It was agreed that the following items be included on the agenda for discussion at the next 

meeting: 
  
 • An outline of proposals, if any, for retail developments in Rugeley 

• Progress report on Rugeley Bypass 
• Traffic speeding between Hednesford Road and Fairoak School, Slitting Mill 
• The likely effect of the transfer of the Council’s Housing Stock on the Council Tax payer 

  
 It was also agreed that the following items, which had be deferred from this meeting, be 

included on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting: 
  
 • Closure and merger of schools in Rugeley – what proposals, if any, are there for any 

vacant buildings/associated lands? 
• Cleaning of Alleyway Adjacent to Redbrook Hayes School 
• The following questions submitted by Councillor A. Williams, on behalf of local residents: 

  
 Why are Planning Officers failing to conserve and enhance the Cannock Chase Area 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty (ANOB)? 
 

 Why are AONB Unit Officers not routinely being asked to supply views/objections 
regarding all AONB area planning applications in the same way as the Highways 
Agency etc? 
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 Why are Planning Officers trying to classify obviously rural areas as urban/suburban 
and therefore invoking PPG3 procedures with town density characteristics, even in 
AONB locations? 

 
 Why do Planning Officers not assist residents in their defence against planning 

applications to the same degree as they assist developers in achieving the 
application? 

 
 Why are the Planning Office not using Computer Aided Design software to portray 

the submitted development as an aid to their own and Councillors’ decision making?  
The cost could be recovered by an increase in the planning application fee.  This 
could prevent yet more of the problems arising that have been so obvious in past 
years. 

 
15. Dates of Future Meetings 
  
 The following dates of future meetings of the Forum were noted: 
  
 • 31 October 2005 

• 25 January 2005 
• 25 April 2005 
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