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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Site Location The site is primarily situated along Oxford Road (WS11 8ER), Rumer Hill, located 
approximately 400m to the east of Cannock National Rail Station.  The site is centred on an 
OS GR of 398949E, 309640N and comprises an area of 2.24 hectares.   

Environmental 
Setting 

The site is set in an area of overall Medium environmental sensitivity based upon the 
following: 
 

• Medium Sensitivity with regards to hydrogeological receptors primarily due to the 
underlying Secondary A (Bedrock) Aquifer.  It is noted that the Aquifer is expected to 
be underlain by a significant thickness of Glacial Till and is not situated within Source 
Protection; 

• Medium Sensitivity for hydrological receptors as the nearest primary river is 250m 
from site; and, 

• Low Sensitivity with regards to ecological receptors – no such receptors have been 
identified within 250m of site. 

Current Use and 
History 

The site is currently occupied by (pre-1994) housing and allotment gardens.  Historically, the 
site is understood to have been occupied by a Brickyard from as early as 1883 which 
included a chimney and a number of onsite buildings believed to be associated with brick 
manufacturing.  It later became disused and the surface excavations backfilled with 
unknown materials.  

Demolition of the brickyard buildings and restoration of the surface workings occurred from 
as early as 1938 with the site being fully redeveloped to its current use by 1956.  

Offsite, the general area has been heavily affected by landfilling of a variety of wastes, 
including industrial, special and liquid sludge waste. 

Contamination 
Issues 

The primary contamination risks to the site comprise: 

• contamination arising from the unknown nature of backfilled materials onsite which 
may include waste materials;  

• contamination associated with potential ash and clinker may have been used to 
fertilize allotment gardens; and, 

• elevated levels of hazardous ground gases which have been recorded at Rumer Hill 
Landfill directly adjacent to the site. 

Preliminary 
Conceptual Model 
& Risk Assessment 

A Preliminary (Qualitative) Risk Assessment, for the purpose of Part 2A determination, has 
been undertaken based upon available desktop information.  The following risks, as defined 
herein, have been identified: 

• Medium – High Risk to Human Health; 

• Low – Medium Risk to Controlled Waters; and, 

• Medium – High Risk to Buildings. 

Recommendations Based on the above information, and in line with current Statutory Guidance, the following 
recommendations have been developed: 

• undertake an intrusive site investigation as detailed herein; and, 

• provide a Quantitative Risk Assessment of the site investigation data to inform 
(amongst other considerations) whether the site is Contaminated Land as defined 
under the Statutory Guidance. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Terms of Reference 

 

1.1. This report has been produced by Campbell Reith Hill LLP (CampbellReith) on behalf of Cannock 

Chase District Council (‘the Client’), in order to provide a Geoenvironmental Desktop Study and 

Part 2A Appraisal of Oxford Road, Rumer Hill, Cannock. WS11 8ER (hereafter referred to as ‘the 

site’).  Collectively, the site encompasses sixty residential properties and 0.50 hectares of 

allotment gardens as follows: 

 

• NO. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, 47, 49, 
50 -60, 62, 64 & 66 Oxford Road, which comprise semi-detached residential housing with 
private gardens; 

• NO. 2, 4 & 6 Salop Drive comprising semi-detached residential housing;  

• NO. 41, 43, 45, 47, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, 61 & 62 Lincoln Drive;  

• NO. 13, 15, 17, 19, 21 & 23 York Road; and, 

• Rumer Hill Allotment Gardens which occupy the northeast of the site. 

 

1.2. All properties were constructed prior to 1994 and the implementation of PPS231.  As such, 

contamination appraisals and any necessary remedial measures are unlikely to have been 

addressed under planning.  With regards to the allotments, planning consent was granted pre-

1994, and similarly, the suitability of the land for this use is unlikely to have been previously 

appraised. 

 

 Purpose 

 

1.3. This report has been specifically produced to assist in the delivery of the Client’s obligations 

under Part 2A of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  Specifically, the site is known by the 

Local Authority to be potentially affected by contaminative historical uses, and as such, has been 

highlighted as a priority site2 for further appraisal in line with their Contaminated Land Strategy, 

June 2001. The purpose of this report is to: 

 

• provide a Geoenvironmental Desktop Study, including a summary of the site’s environmental 
setting, historical development and current Conceptual Site Model in accordance with CLR 
113; 

                                                      
1  Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, Planning Policy Statement 23: Planning and Pollution Control, 2004. 

2  Priority Sites are determined by the Local Authority where an ‘unacceptable risk’ to Human Health may be present (as oppose to 
sites where a risk to Controlled Waters or Ecological Receptors may be present).   

3  Department for Food, Environment and Rural Affairs (Defra) & Environment Agency, Contaminated Land Report (CLR) 11: Model 
Procedures for the Management of Land Contamination, 2004. 




