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Birmingham and Solihull Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) as well as the 

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire LEP. The District is also part of the Greater 

Birmingham and Black Country Housing Market Area (GBBCHMA). Cannock 

Chase has resolved to contribute 500 dwellings where infrastructure permits, to 

meet a housing shortfall arising from the GBBCHMA.  

1.5 Cannock Chase Council is also a non-constituent member of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority, which comprises 16 authorities that work 
together across geographic boundaries and sectors seeking to develop the 
West Midlands economy. The 16 authorities include constituent local authorities 
(Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall, Wolverhampton) 
and non-constituent local authorities (Cannock Chase, North Warwickshire, 
Nuneaton and Bedworth, Redditch, Rugby, Shropshire, Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Tamworth, Telford & Wrekin). This body has devolved powers from central 
Government to implement budgets and policy in relation to key areas such as 
transport and housing. 

The Local Plan 

1.6 Cannock Chase Council adopted its Local Plan (Part 1) in June 2014, which 

contains the Core Strategy for the District and the Rugeley Town Centre Area 

Action Plan. The Local Plan (Part 1) sets out the planning strategy for Cannock 

Chase up to 2028.  

1.7 Once the Core Strategy and Area Action Plan had been adopted, the 

Council commenced preparation of other documents which together with the 

Core Strategy were intended at that time to comprise the Local Plan. This 

included the Local Plan (Part 2) which was intended to include site specific 

allocations and standards to be applied to manage development in line with and 

to help deliver the strategic policy in the Local Plan (Part 1). Part 2 of the Local 

Plan would also safeguard any land required for development after the end of 

the Plan period. An Area Action Plan for Cannock Town Centre was also being 

separately prepared to complement the Local Plan (Part 2).  

1.8 An Issues and Options consultation for the Local Plan (Part 2) took place 

between January and March 2017. Following that consultation, the Council 
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decided that, rather than continuing with the preparation of the Local Plan (Part 

2) as originally intended, a full new Local Plan would instead be prepared which 

would also replace the adopted Local Plan (Part 1). The reason for this was 

that, due to changes to the national planning system, some parts of the Local 

Plan (Part 1) would become out of date. The work carried out to date on the 

Local Plan Parts 1 and 2 has been utilised and built on as relevant during the 

preparation of the new Local Plan. This includes the SA/SEA, HRA, HIA and 

EqIA work which comprise this IIA. It should be noted that the HRA will be 

published as a separate report, but the findings included in the IIA when the 

HRA work has concluded. 

1.9 The process of developing the new Local Plan was started by the Council in 

February 2018, and an Issues and Scope paper was published in Summer 

2018. This paper was consulted upon between July and August 2018. The work 

sat alongside a Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal and a reviewed 

Statement of Community Involvement. The Council subsequently prepared the 

Local Plan Issues and Options document and this was consulted between May 

and July 2019 alongside an accompanying SA Report. Consultation responses 

received in relation to these documents have been considered and used to 

inform the Preferred Options version of the Local Plan which this SA Report 

relates to and that is now being consulted upon.  

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic 

Environmental Assessment  

1.10 Sustainability Appraisal is a statutory requirement of the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. It is designed to ensure that the plan 

preparation process maximises the contribution that a plan makes to 

sustainable development and minimises any potential adverse impacts. The SA 

process involves appraising the likely social, environmental and economic 

effects of the policies and proposals within a plan from the outset of its 

development. 
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Equalities Impact Assessment 

1.16 The requirement to undertake formal Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA) 

of plans was introduced in the Equality Act 2010, but was abolished in 2012 as 

part of a Government bid to reduce bureaucracy. Despite this, authorities are 

still required to have regard to the provisions of the Equality Act, namely the 

Public Sector Duty which requires public authorities to have due regard for 

equalities considerations when exercising their functions.  

1.17 In fulfilling this duty, many authorities still find it useful to produce a written 

record of equalities issues having been specifically considered. Therefore, an 

EqIA note has been prepared, setting out how the Issues and Options version 

of the Local Plan is likely to be compatible or incompatible with the duties that 

Cannock Chase Council must perform under the Equalities Act 2010. The EqIA 

is presented as a separate component of the IIA from the SA/SEA and HIA. 

Structure of this report 

1.18 This report is the SA Report for the Cannock Chase Local Plan: Preferred 

Options (February 2021). The requirements of the SEA Regulations and where 

these have been addressed in this SA Report are signposted below.  

Requirements of the SEA Regulations and 

where these have been addressed in this SA 

Report  

Preparation of an environmental report in which the likely significant effects on 

the environment of implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable 

alternatives taking into account the objectives and geographical scope of the 
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Chapter 2 
Methodology 

2.1 In addition to complying with legal requirements, the approach being taken 

to the SA of the Cannock Chase Local Plan is based on current best practice 

and the guidance on SA/SEA set out in the National Planning Practice 

Guidance, which involves carrying out SA as an integral part of the plan-making 

process. The main stages of the plan-making process and how these 

correspond to the SA process are set out below. 

Corresponding stages in plan making and SA 

Local Plan Step 1: Evidence Gathering and 

engagement 

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing 

the baseline and deciding on the scope 

Tasks: 

1. Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes, and sustainability 

objectives 

2. Collecting baseline information 

3. Identifying sustainability issues and problems 

4. Developing the SA framework 
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5. Consulting on the scope of the SA 

Local Plan Step 2: Production 

Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing 

effects 

Tasks: 

1. Testing the Local Plan objectives against the SA framework 

2. Developing the Local Plan options 

3. Evaluating the effects of the Local Plan 

4. Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial 

effects 

5. Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of implementing the 

Local Plan 

Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report 

Tasks: 

1. Preparing the SA Report 
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Stage D: Seek representations on the Local Plan and the 

Sustainability Appraisal Report 

Tasks: 

1. Public participation on Local Plan and the SA Report 

2. (i): Appraising significant changes 

Local Plan Step 3: Examination 

Tasks: 

2. (ii): Appraising significant changes resulting from representations 

Local Plan Step 4 & 5: Adoption and Monitoring 

Tasks: 

3. Making decisions and providing information 

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing 

the Local Plan 

Tasks: 

1. Finalising aims and methods for monitoring 

2. Responding to adverse effects 
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aspirations of the district with regard to social, economic and 

environmental considerations. During the SA, the performances of the plan 

options (and later, policies) are assessed against these SA objectives and 

sub-questions.  

2.5 Public and stakeholder participation is an important part of the SA and wider 

plan-making processes. It helps to ensure that the SA Report is robust and has 

due regard for all appropriate information that will support the plan in making a 

contribution to sustainable development. The SA Scoping Report for the Local 

Plan was published for consultation between July and August 2018 with the 

three statutory consultees (Natural England, the Environment Agency and 

Historic England).  

2.6 Appendix A lists the comments that were received during the consultation 

on the SA Scoping Report and describes how each one has been addressed 

during the preparation of this SA Report. In light of the comments received a 

number of amendments were made to the review of plans, policies and 

programmes, the baseline information and the key sustainability issues. These 

parts of the SA Report will continue to be updated as necessary at each stage 

of the SA process to ensure that they remain up to date and reflect the current 

situation in Cannock Chase District.  

2.7 The updated versions of the review of plans, policies and programmes and 

the baseline information are presented in Appendices B and C respectively of 

this report and are summarised in Chapter 3. 

2.8 The SA framework that was used for the Local Plan (Part 2) was based on 

the framework that was originally used for the Local Plan (Part 1). A review the 

original SA framework was undertaken as part of the SA Scoping work for the 

Local Plan (Part 2) before that work ceased. In particular, the SA objectives 

were reviewed to ensure that all of the topics specifically required by the SEA 

Regulations were clearly addressed in the headline SA objectives and that any 

repetition or crossover between the SA objectives was avoided. As a result, the 

total number of SA objectives was reduced from 20 to 17, and they were 

revised and in some cases re-ordered to ensure that the headline objectives 
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Identification and appraisal of policy options 

Issues and Options (2019) 

2.19 High level options for the policies to be included in the Local Plan were 

identified by the Council officers preparing the Plan. Reasonable alternative 

options for various policy topics were drawn from the most up-to-date evidence 

and guided by the national level policy set out in the NPPF. The potential to 

update the policies of the Local Plan (Part 1) was also a key consideration. 

2.20 The reasonable alternative policy options were subject to SA in 2019 in 

accordance with the methodology described further ahead in this chapter, and 

the findings were presented in the previous 2019 SA Report; these have been 

summarised in Appendix G of this SA Report.  

Preferred Options (2021) 

2.21 The Council has now produced the Preferred Options Local Plan, which 

includes more detailed draft policies. These have been subject to SA and the 

findings are presented in Chapter 5 of this SA Report.  

Identification and appraisal of site options 

Issues & Options (2019) 

2.22 An initial list of reasonable alternative residential and employment site 

options for the Local Plan was identified by the Council drawing on the Strategic 

Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) and Employment Land 

Availability Assessment (ELAA). This took forward the most recent Call for Sites 

submissions at the time (including new sites received to the Local Plan (Part 2) 
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Plan Review (Issues and Scope) consultation were not assessed given the 

Local Plan Review Issues and Options proposes that changes to the Green 

Space Network should be at a District level scale, and small sites could be 

addressed via Neighbourhood Plans.  

2.29 Once the Council had identified the reasonable alternative site options as 

described above for the Local Plan Issues and Options consultation, they were 

subject to SA in accordance with the methodology described further ahead in 

this chapter. The findings were presented in the previous 2019 SA Report and 

have been summarised in Appendix F of this report.  

Preferred Options (2021) 

2.30 As part of the Local Plan Issues and Options consultation, the Council 

asked whether there were any further site options which should be considered 

at subsequent stages. In response to the Issues and Options consultation 

additional sites were proposed and through the monitoring of the housing data 

additional sites had been identified in the SHLAA and ELAA 2020. As previously 

sites that would deliver fewer than 10 dwellings were not assessed as these 

were not being proposed for allocation in the Local Plan. This approach was 

consulted upon as part of the draft methodology for site selection in the Issues 

and Options consultation and no comments were received in relation to the use 

of this threshold.  

2.31 The Preferred Options Document recognises the contribution made by its 

small sites in policy SO3.1 and includes a contribution through the inclusion of 

them within the 5 year supply and an allowance for windfalls through the plan 

period as permitted by national guidance as monitored through the SHLAA and 

based on past trends. Given the strategic nature of the Plan and the number of 

sites identified in the District a threshold of 10 units as the minimum number of 

units where an allocation will be identified in the Local Plan is appropriate.  

2.32 In order to establish the level of potential supply of housing land within our 

existing settlements a development capacity study has been undertaken. This 







Chapter 2 Methodology 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

 37 

Table 2.1: Key to symbols and colour coding used in the SA of 

Cannock Chase's Local Plan 

Symbol  Description 

++ The option is likely to have a significant positive effect on 
the SA objective(s). 

++/- The option is likely to have a mixture of significant positive 
and minor negative effects on the SA objective(s). 

+ The option is likely to have a minor positive effect on the 
SA objective(s). 

0 The option is likely to have a negligible or no effect on the 
SA objective(s). 

- The option is likely to have a minor negative effect on the 
SA objective(s). 

--/+ The option is likely to have a mixture of significant negative 
and minor positive effects on the SA objective(s). 

-- The option is likely to have a significant negative effect on 
the SA objective(s). 

? It is uncertain what effect the option will have on the SA 
objective(s). 

+/- or ++/-- 
The option is likely to have an equal mixture of both minor 
or both significant positive and negative effects on the SA 
objective(s). 

2.39 Where a potential positive or negative effect is uncertain, a question mark 

was added to the relevant symbol (e.g. +? or -?) and the symbol is colour coded 

as per the potential positive, negligible or negative effect (e.g. green, purple, 

blue, etc.). 

2.40 The likely effects of options/policies/site allocations need to be determined 

and their significance assessed, which inevitably requires a series of judgments 

to be made. This appraisal has attempted to differentiate between the most 

significant effects and other more minor effects through the use of the symbols 
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shown above. The dividing line in making a decision about the significance of 

an effect is often quite small. Where either (++) or (--) has been used to 

distinguish significant effects from more minor effects (+ or -) this is because the 

effect of an option on the SA objective in question is considered to be of such 

magnitude that it will have a noticeable and measurable effect taking into 

account other factors that may influence the achievement of that objective. 

However, scores are relative to the scale of proposals under consideration. 

2.41 The SA findings for the Local Plan site allocations and reasonable 

alternatives are described in Chapter 4 and the SA effects for the whole Local 

Plan Preferred Options (i.e. draft policies and site allocations within them) are 

described in Chapter 5. 

Assumptions applied during the SA 

2.42 SA inevitably relies on an element of subjective judgement. However, in 

order to ensure consistency in the appraisal of the site options, a detailed set of 

assumptions was developed and applied. These assumptions are presented in 

Appendix D and were applied mainly through the use of Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS) data. 

2.43 The assumptions were originally presented in the SA Scoping Report. A 

small number of changes were made to the assumptions between the Scoping 

Report and the Issues and Options SA Report in 2019. These changes were 

made to take account of changes in the GIS datasets available, to reflect 

comments received on the SA Scoping Report (June 2018), to reflect changes 

to national guidance (most notably the change in the threshold for affordable 

housing provision to sites which would provide 10 or more houses [See 

reference 6]) and to ensure that the assumptions are as robust as possible. 

Where changes have been made these are detailed with strikethrough text for 

any deletions and underlined text for any additions. 

2.44 The appraisal of SA objective 17: historic environment for all sites at the 

Preferred Options stage has been informed by the heritage impact assessment 
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3.55 Schedule 2 of the SEA Regulations requires data to be gathered on 

biodiversity, population, human health, flora, fauna, soil, water, air, climatic 

factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and 

archaeological heritage, landscape and the inter-relationship between the 

above factors. As an integrated SA and SEA is being carried out, baseline 

information relating to other sustainability topics has also been included; for 

example information about housing, education, transport, energy, waste and 

economic growth. As with the review of relevant plans, policies and 

programmes, a small number of amendments have been made to the baseline 

information since it was originally presented in the Scoping Report in order to 

reflect comments received during the Scoping consultation. The updated 

baseline information is presented in Appendix C. 

Key sustainability issues 

3.56 A set of key sustainability issues for Cannock Chase District was identified 

during the Scoping stage of the SA and was presented in the Scoping Report 

(June 2018). This set of key sustainability issues for Cannock Chase was 

initially presented in the January 2013 SA Scoping Report for the Local Plan 

(Part 1) and it was revised and refined during the preparation of the Local Plan 

(Part 2) Issues and Options SA Report (January 2017). The list of key issues 

was reviewed again as part of the Scoping and this SA Report to reflect the 

updated baseline information. 

3.57 The SEA Regulation sets a requirement (Schedule 2) for the relevant 

aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof 

without implementation of the plan or programme to be described in the 

Environmental Report. The likely evolution of each key sustainability issue if the 

Local Plan were not to be adopted is described below. 
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4.4 The SA findings for each group of site options are summarised below. For 

all sites the reference included relates to their Strategic Housing Land 

Availability Assessment (SHLAA) or Employment Land Availability Assessment 

(ELAA) reference number. The detailed SA matrices for the sites can be found 

in Appendix E of this report. The sites were appraised in line with the detailed 

assumptions set out in Appendix D. It should be noted that some sites (i.e. sites 

C116(a), C116(c), C511 and R127) have been appraised as options at the 

Preferred Options stage for both residential and mixed use development. 

Therefore, site references for these sites appear in tables (Table 4.1 to Table 

4.3 and Table 4.5) which summarise the potential effects of both of these site 

types. 

4.5 It should also be noted that all sites have been assessed on the assumption 

that no mitigation measures are in place at this stage. Potential mitigation of 

effects identified may come from the requirements of the Local Plan policies as 

they are drafted in more detail, and would also depend upon the detailed 

proposals that come forward from developers at planning application stage.  

4.6 A number of sites have been granted planning consent. These sites have 

also been appraised with consideration for the baseline condition i.e. without 

consideration for any mitigation which might be set out through design or 

planning conditions. This allows a consistent approach to the appraisal of sites 

the Council is considering for allocation through the Local Plan. 
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Residential sites 

4.7 The SA findings for the residential sites and those allocated are summarised 

in Table 4.1, Table 4.2 and Table 4.3 below. A total of 117 residential sites have 

been subject to SA at the Preferred Options stage. All 37 that are proposed for 

allocation are included and shown with an asterisk. The site reference included 

in the Local Plan Preferred Options is also detailed for the allocated sites. 

4.8 Given the large number of residential led sites, the summary of the 

sustainability effects for these sites is presented by the settlements to which 

they are most well related. Given the distribution of development in the plan 

area, which has resulted in the merging of the settlements of Cannock, 

Hednesford and Heath Hayes in places, the appraisal of these sites has been 

presented together in Table 4.1. 

4.9 The detailed matrices for the residential sites can be viewed in Appendix E 

of this document. 
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Table 4.1: Summary of likely sustainability effects for residential sites in Cannock, Hednesford and Heath Hayes 

Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

C17*/H46 -? + + 0 0 0? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C63*/H18 -? +/-? + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 + ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C64*/H30 --? - -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 + ++/-? - 0 0 0? 

C81*/H34 -? -- -- 0 - 0? 0 + ++ +? 0 + ++? +? 0 0 0? 

C84*/SH2 (part) -? -- -- 0 - -? 0 0 ++ +? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 -? 

C85 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ -? 

C86*/H38 -? --?/+ + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ --? 

C113(c) Pt2 -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C113(f)*/H17 -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C113(g)*/H16 -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C115 -? --/+ + 0 0 -? +? + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

C116(a) -? --? -- 0 - 0? 0 + ++ ++? 0 + ++?/-? +? 0 0 --? 

C116(a), C489 
and C352*/SH1 -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 + ++?/-? +? 0 0 --? 

C116(b) -? --? -- 0 - 0? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++?/-? + 0 0 0? 

C116(c)  -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 + ++?/-? +? 0 0 0? 

C118 -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

C120 -? + + 0 0 --? +? 0 ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ 0 0 --? 

C121*/SH3 -? --/+ + 0 0 0? +? 0 ++ +? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 -? 

C122b -? + + 0 0 --? +? + ++ -? 0 - ++/-? - 0 0 0? 

C127 -? --/+ + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ -- 0 0? 
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Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

C136 -? -? - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ - 0 0 0? 

C137 --? -? - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ - 0 0 --? 

C152*/H39 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 0 --? 

C171 -? - - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ +? 0 - ++ - 0 0 0? 

C174 -? - - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ +? 0 + ++ - 0 0 0? 

C176 -? - - 0 - --? 0 ++ ++ -? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

C177*/H35 -? - - 0 - 0? 0 ++ ++ ++? 0 + ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C220(a) -? + + 0 0 0? +? + ++ ++? 0 - ++ ++ -- 0 0? 

C220(b) -? +/-? + 0 0 0? +? + ++ ++? 0 + ++ ++ -- 0 0? 

C222a -? --/+ + 0 0 0? +? + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

C237*/H44 --? +/-? + 0 0 --? +? + ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C264 --? -- -- 0 - --? 0 0 ++ ++? 0 + ++?/-? +? 0 0 0? 

C264(a) -? -- -- 0 - -? 0 0 ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

C264(b) -? -- -- 0 - -? 0 0 ++ -? 0 + ++? +? 0 0 0? 

C264(c) --? -- -- 0 - -? 0 0 ++ -? 0 + ++? +? 0 0 -? 

C264(d) --? -- -- 0 - --? 0 0 ++ +? 0 + ++?/-? +? 0 0 0? 

C264(e) -? -- -- 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 + ++? +? 0 0 0? 

C265 --? -- -- 0 - --? 0 0 ++ ++? 0 - ++?/-? - 0 0 0? 

C279*/SH2 (part) --? -- -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

C309 -? + + 0 0 0? +? 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ ++ -- 0 0? 

C323 -? --/+ + 0 0 0? +? + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? -- 0 0? 

C342 --? -? -- 0 - --? 0 ++ ++ ++? 0 - ++? ++ 0 0 0? 
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Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

C352 -? -- - 0 - -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++/-? +? 0 0 0? 

C373 --? -? -- 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++/-? - 0 0 --? 

C375(a) and (b) -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

C376 -? - - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ - 0 0 0? 

C399 -? - - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ - 0 0 -? 

C400 -? - - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ - 0 0 0? 

C401 -? - - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ - 0 0 0? 

C404 -? - - 0 - --? 0 0 ++ -? 0 - ++ - 0 0 --? 

C422(b)*/H19 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ -- ++ 0? 

C433 -? - -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C467 -? - - 0 - --? 0 - ++ -? 0 - ++ -- 0 0 0? 

C488*/H29 -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

C489 -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++/-? +? 0 0 0? 

C498*/H45 -? --?/+ + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ -? 

C507*/H40 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ -? 

C509*/H36 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ -? 

C510*/H37 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ 0? 

C511 Part of 
CE46 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ -? 

C521*/H43 -? --/+ + 0 0 0? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++ +? 0 0 0? 
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Table 4.2: Summary of likely sustainability effects for residential sites in Norton Canes 

Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 
SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 
SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 
SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

NE1*/H54 -? --? - 0 - -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

N3(b) --? -- - 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

N13a -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 --? 

N14 --? - - 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++/-? +? 0 0 0? 

N15 -? - -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 --? 

N18 --? --? -- 0 - -? 0 - ++ -? 0 - ++ -- 0 0 -? 

N20 -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

N24 -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 -? 

N33*/SH5 -? -- -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++ -- 0 0 --? 

N49 -? -- -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 --? 

N51 --? -- -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 0? 

N52 -? -- -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++?/-? +? 0 0 --? 

N59 -? -- -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

N63 --? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 --? 

N64 -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 0? 

N65 -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++/-? +? 0 0 0? 

N66 -? --? - 0 - -? 0 -? ++ -? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

N67 -? -- - 0 - 0? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

N68 -? --? - 0 - -? 0 - ++ -? 0 - ++ -- 0 0 0? 

N73 -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 0? 
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Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 
SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 
SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 
SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

N74 --? -- -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 - ++? +? 0 0 0? 

N75 --? --? -- 0 - -? 0 - ++ -? 0 - ++? -- 0 0 0? 

Table 4.3: Summary of the likely sustainability effects for the residential sites in Rugeley 

Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 
SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 
SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 
SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

R9*/H48 -? + ++ 0 0 --? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 + ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R16*/H21 -? -? -- 0 - --? 0 ++ ++ ++? 0 + ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R18 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R18(a) -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ + +? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R18 and 
R18(a)*/H49 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R22*/H52 -? + + 0 0 0? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ -- 0 0? 

R23*/H25 -? + + 0 0 --? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++ +? 0 0 --? 

R25*/H50 -? +/- + 0 0 --? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++/-? +? 0 0 -? 

R28 -? - -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++?/-? +? 0 0 0? 

R29 -? - - 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

R32*/SH4 -? - - 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

R33 -? - -- 0 - --? 0 ++ ++ +? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R37 -? - - 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R38 -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 0 ++ +? 0 - ++?/-? - 0 0 --? 
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Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 
SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 
SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 
SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

R43(a) -? + ++ 0 0 --? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ +? -- 0 0? 

R43(b) -? + + 0 0 --? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ +? -- 0 0? 

R43 (a) and 
R43(b)*/H47 -? + ++ 0 0 --? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ +? -- 0 0? 

R43(c, d, e, f, g) -? + + 0 0 --? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++ +? -- 0 0? 

R43(h) -? + + 0 0 --? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++ +? -- 0 0? 

R74 -? --? - 0 - --? 0 - ++ +? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

R83 -? - -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 - ++? ++ 0 0 0? 

R106 -? --? - 0 - --? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++ +? 0 0 0? 

R112 -? --? -- 0 - --? 0 ++ ++ +? 0 - ++/-? ++ 0 0 --? 

R127*/H20 -? +/-? ++ 0 0 0? +? + ++ ++/-? 0 - ++/-? ++ -- 0 0? 

R139*/H27 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ 0 0 --? 

R145/RE19*/H24 -? + + 0 - 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ 0 ++ 0? 

R156 -? --? - 0 - --? 0 - ++ -? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 -? 

R157 -? --? - 0 - --? 0 - ++ -? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

R158 -? -? - 0 - --? 0 - ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

R159 -? -? -- 0 - --? 0 ++ ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

R187 -? -? - 0 - --? 0 - ++ +? 0 - ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

R189*/H53 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ 0 0 0? 

R194*/H26 -? +/-? + 0 0 --? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 + ++/-? ++ 0 0 0? 

R208*/H51 -? +/- + 0 0 --? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++/-? +? 0 0 0? 
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included in the Local Plan to conclude there will be no adverse effects on the 

integrity of any European sites, as a result of physical habitat loss or changes in 

water quantity/quality, either alone or in combination with other plans or 

projects. For recreation pressure and air pollution effects (which could arise 

from all of the allocated sites in combination) the HRA has not yet been able to 

conclude no adverse effects on integrity of the two SACs due to insufficient 

evidence being available at this stage. It is anticipated that this evidence will be 

available to inform the Regulation 19 Local Plan policies and HRA conclusions. 

SA objective 2: Minimise pollution and protect 

and enhance air, water, and soils 

4.13 Twenty-nine sites (of which 11 are allocated) within the Cannock, 

Hednesford and Heath Hayes area are identified as having significant negative 

effect in terms of pollution of air, water or soils in the District. These sites are 

either within or linked to a declared AQMA or make use of large areas of Grade 

3 agricultural land. A further 19 sites (of which C63/H18, C64/H30, C177/H35 

and C237/H44 are allocated) are expected to have minor negative effects as 

they are directly adjacent to a motorway or 'A' road which could result in higher 

levels of noise pollution, are within Source Protection Zones 3 or are on 

greenfield land which is classified as Grades 4, 5, non-agricultural or urban 

land.  

4.14 For the sites which are identified as having a significant or minor negative 

effect, 11 (of which six are allocated) are expected to have an overall mixed 

effect. Although these sites may be within or linked to an AQMA, within a 

Source Protection Zone, or adjacent to a main road, they contain brownfield 

land, which would have positive effects in terms of preserving higher value 

agricultural soils. The 11 remaining sites (of which C17/H46, C422(b)/H19, 

C507/H40, C509/H36 and C510/H37 are allocated) will have minor positive 

effects alone in relation to SA objective 2: pollution. These are sites on mostly 

brownfield land which is unaffected by other types of pollution. 
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SA objective 5: Reduce the risk of flooding 

4.18 The provision of residential development on greenfield land would increase 

the area of impermeable surfaces in the District and could therefore increase 

overall flood risk. The potential for residents to be adversely affected by flooding 

is also likely to be impacted upon where the sites are within high risk flood 

zones.  

4.19 The incorporation of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) is likely to have 

a positive effect on reducing flood risk in the District. New development is likely 

to present opportunities for this type of provision. The successful incorporation 

of SuDS however, is dependent on the design of the proposed development 

(and not on the location of the site) which will not be known until the planning 

application stage. 

4.20 Thirty-eight sites (nine of which are allocated) are located on mostly 

greenfield land and it is likely that their development will lead to the increase of 

impermeable surfaces and a greater risk of flooding. Therefore, these sites are 

expected to have minor negative effects in relation to flooding. The remaining 

25 sites (of which 13 are allocated) will have negligible effects as they are 

located on brownfield land and are outside of areas of higher flood risk.  

SA objective 6: Protect, enhance and manage the 

character and quality of the landscape and 

townscape, maintaining and strengthening local 

distinctiveness and sense of place 

4.21 A total of 28 (five of which are allocated) of the residential sites considered 

in the Cannock, Hednesford and Heath Hayes area are located either within or 

within close proximity (1km) to the AONB and/or lie within LCTs that were 

assessed as being highly sensitive to development. Therefore, significant 
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negative effects have been identified in relation to the landscape and 

townscape in Cannock Chase.  

4.22 An additional 10 sites (of which C84/SH2 (part), C116(a) and C489 and 

C352/SH1, C279/SH2 (part) are allocated) are located within LCTs that were 

assessed as being moderately sensitive to new development. A minor negative 

effect is identified for these sites. The remaining 23 sites are identified as 

having negligible effects in relation to this SA objective. All effects which have 

been identified on this SA objective are uncertain depending on the design of 

new development which is not yet known. 

SA objective 7: Make sustainable use of 

resources and minimise waste generation 

4.23 All new development will result in the increased consumption of minerals 

for construction but this will not be influenced by the location of the 

development. Sites which are proposed at brownfield sites may present 

opportunities for the re-use of materials already onsite. This will be dependent 

upon which materials are present onsite before development begins meaning 

any positive effect is uncertain.  

4.24 Twenty-three sites (of which 12 are allocated) were identified as having a 

potential minor positive effect on SA objective 7: waste, as they are located on 

brownfield land. The remaining 38 sites are located on greenfield sites which 

would present reduced opportunities to make use of materials already onsite. 

Negligible effects have been identified for these sites.  

SA objective 8: Encourage and facilitate the use 

of sustainable modes of transport 

4.25 How well connected sites are to services, facilities and employment 

opportunities by sustainable modes of transport will affect the extent to which 
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residents are able to make use of non car-based modes of transport day to day. 

It is expected that new residential development which is provided within close 

proximity of existing transport links (within 350m of bus stops, 1km of trains 

stations and sites which have a cycle path passing through them) may help to 

encourage a modal shift.  

4.26 Fourteen sites within Cannock, Hednesford and Heath Hayes are expected 

to have a significant positive effect on this SA objective as these sites are 

located within 1km of a railway station and within 350m of one or more bus 

stops which provide access to relatively frequent bus services. Nine of these 

sites are proposed for allocation. A further 25 sites (of which nine are allocated) 

are expected to have minor positive effects as they are within 1km of a railway 

station or 350m of one or more bus stops which provide access to regular 

services. For 21 sites (of which nine are allocated) a negligible effect is 

recorded. These sites are within close proximity of a bus stop which do not 

benefit from regular services. Only one site (site C467, which is not proposed 

for allocation) is not located within close proximity to any sustainable transport 

nodes and therefore a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to SA 

objective 8. 

SA objective 9: Ensure all people are able to live 

in a decent home which meets their needs 

4.27 All major sites within Cannock, Hednesford and Heath Hayes are expected 

to have significant positive effects on SA objective 9 given that they are 

expected to provide a minimum of 10 new dwellings. This includes all allocated 

sites. Sites of this size are expected to provide affordable housing in line with 

the national 10-unit affordable housing threshold as per the NPPF [See 

reference 25].  
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SA objective 10: Raise educational aspirations 

and attainment within the District and ensure that 

educational facilities are provided where they are 

required 

4.28 The effects of new development on SA objective 10 will largely depend on 

how accessible existing schools are from residential sites in Cannock and 

Hednesford. Twenty sites (of which ten are allocated) are expected to have 

significant positive effects on this SA objective as they are located within 600m 

of both a primary school and secondary school. Sites that could provide over 

700 home could support new primary school provision in Cannock Chase given 

that typical this is the development threshold for this type of provision. The 

significant positive effect recorded for sites C116(a), C116(a), C489 and C352, 

C116(b)/SH1, C264 and C342 reflect the potential to provide this number of 

homes or more and potentially support new education provision in the plan 

area. Of these sites only C116(a), C489 and C352/SH1 is proposed for 

allocation. A further 22 sites (of which ten are allocated) are in close proximity to 

either a primary or secondary school but not both and are therefore expected to 

have minor positive effects.  

4.29 However, 18 sites are not within proximity to either type of school and are 

expected to have minor negative effects as they would provide a reduced level 

of access to education facilities. None of these sites are proposed for allocation. 

Uncertainty is attached to all scores as it is dependent on capacity at nearby 

schools to accommodate new pupils.  

SA objective 11: Reduce crime and the fear of 

crime 

4.30 The effects of allocating new residential sites on levels of crime and fear of 

crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within the 

sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could 
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have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, 

such issues will not be influenced by the location of residential sites allocated 

through the Local Plan; rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site. Therefore, the effects of all residential sites on this SA 

objective are negligible and no likely significant effects (either positive or 

negative) were identified. 

SA objective 12: Improve public health and 

ensure health facilities are accessible for those 

in need 

4.31 Sites which are located in close proximity (600m) to existing healthcare 

facilities (i.e. GP surgeries or hospitals) are expected to help improve public 

health in the District. Sites which provide a good level of access to existing 

healthcare facilities will help to encourage residents to undertake regular visits 

to such facilities and should contribute to limiting illness and promoting 

wellbeing among the local population.  

4.32 Nine of the residential sites (of which C86/H38, C422(b)/H19, C498/H45, 

C507/H40, C509/H36 and C510/H37 are allocated) are located within close 

proximity of both a hospital and GP surgery. As such a significant positive effect 

has been identified in relation to this SA objective for these sites. A further 17 

sites (of which seven are allocated) are located within proximity to either a 

hospital or GP surgery, and are expected to have a minor positive effect. The 

remaining 35 sites within the Cannock, Hednesford and Heath Hayes areas are 

more than 600m from any of these facilities. These sites (of which seven are 

allocated) are expected to have minor negative effects in relation to this 

objective. 
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SA objective 15: Help the continued regeneration 

of the local economy by protecting existing 

employment sites and ensuring there is adequate 

provision of new sites 

4.38 For the most part the location of residential sites would not impact upon 

the continued regeneration of the local economy. The provision of new homes 

in the District is unlikely to affect the amount of land available for employment 

development. This will only be the case where residential development is 

proposed to proceed on existing employment sites identified by the Council. 

4.39 However, six sites (C127, C220(a), C220(b), C309, C323 and allocated 

site C422(b)/H19) are expected to have significant negative effects in relation to 

SA objective 15: economy. These sites lie on land that has been in employment 

use and their development could limit access to employment opportunities for 

local people. For the remaining 55 sites (of which 20 are allocated) a negligible 

effect is expected in relation to SA objective 15. 

SA objective 16: Enhance the town centres in 

order to protect and improve their vitality and 

viability 

4.40 Eight of the sites considered (of which C86/H38, C422(b)/H19, C498/H45, 

C507/H40, C509/H36 and C510/H37 are allocated) are located within the town 

centre boundary of either Cannock or Hednesford. It is expected that the 

development of sites within the town centre will contribute towards improving 

the centres vitality and viability, by encouraging people to live there and 

potentially increasing footfall at these locations. The remaining 52 sites (of 

which 14 are allocated) are not located within the town centres of Cannock or 

Hednesford. The development of these sites is therefore unlikely to impact upon 

the potential for people to visit and use town centre locations which might be of 
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benefit in terms of their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is 

expected for these sites in relation to this SA objective. 

SA objective 17: Conserve and enhance the built 

and historic environment (including heritage 

assets and their respective settings) 

4.41 Judgements about the likely effects of the mixed uses on the historic 

environment have been informed by the heritage impact assessment work 

undertaken on behalf of the Council [See reference 26]. Eight residential use 

sites (of which C86/H38 and C116(a), C489 and C352/SH1 are allocated) were 

identified as having potential for moderate or major impacts on heritage assets 

through their development or as contributing to the significance of the assets in 

question. Therefore, significant negative effects have been recorded for these 

sites in relation to SA objective 17. For nine additional sites (of which C84/SH2 

(part), C121/SH3, C498/H45, C507/H40, and C509/H36 are proposed for 

allocation) the negative effect identified is minor. The heritage impact work for 

these sites identified that any overall impact on heritage assets would be minor 

or that the magnitude of impacts relating to significance would be low. The 

heritage impact work included recommendations for the mitigation of the effects 

identified. Therefore, the adverse effects identified for these sites are uncertain 

dependent upon whether or not these recommendations are incorporated to 

achieve an appropriate level of mitigation. 

4.42 For the 44 remaining sites, the effect recorded in relation to SA objective 

17 is negligible. These sites have been screened out of the heritage impact 

work undertaken to support the preparation of the Local Plan. The effects of 

new development on the built and historic environment will be dependent in 

part, upon their specific design which is unknown at this stage, and therefore 

the negligible effect recorded for each site is uncertain. 
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assessment stage of the HRA, it was found that sufficient policy safeguards are 

included in the Local Plan to conclude there will be no adverse effects on the 

integrity of any European sites, as a result of physical habitat loss or changes in 

water quantity/quality, either alone or in combination with other plans or 

projects. For recreation pressure and air pollution effects (which could arise 

from all of the allocated sites in combination) the HRA has not yet been able to 

conclude no adverse effects on integrity of the two SACs due to insufficient 

evidence being available at this stage. It is anticipated that this evidence will be 

available to inform the Regulation 19 Local Plan policies and HRA conclusions. 

SA objective 2: Minimise pollution and protect 

and enhance air, water, and soils 

4.46 Twenty of the sites at Norton Canes (of which sites NE1/H54 and N33/SH5 

are allocated) are identified as having significant negative effect in terms of 

pollution of air, water or soils in the District. These sites are either within or 

linked to a declared AQMA and/or make use of large areas of Grade 3 

agricultural land. This reflects the presence of AQMAs to the south of the 

settlement along the A5 and to the north at the Five Ways Island to which 

Hednesford Road through the settlement leads. None of the sites at North 

Canes lie within a Source Protection Zone and pollution relating to water quality 

is not expected.  

4.47 Only sites N14 and N15 (neither of which is allocated) are expected to 

have a minor negative effect in relation to this SA objective. These sites might 

be accessed without passing through an AQMA. While they lie on greenfield 

land, it is land that is classified as non-agricultural. 
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SA objective 8: Encourage and facilitate the use 

of sustainable modes of transport 

4.53 The use of non car-based modes of transport day to day by residents will 

be influenced by the proximity of sites to nodes for sustainable transport. It is 

expected that new residential development which is provided within close 

proximity of existing transport links (within 350m of bus stops, 1km of trains 

stations and sites which have a cycle path passing through them) may help to 

encourage a modal shift. None of the sites at the Norton Canes area would 

provide easy access to an existing main line train station. While some of the 

sites to the north west of the settlement are close to Norton Lakeside Halt this is 

a recreational station which provides limited services and does not connect to 

main line services. Seventeen sites (including sites NE1/H54 and N33/SH5 

which are allocated) are expected to have minor positive effects as they are 

within 350m of one or more bus stops which provide regular services. For the 

remaining five sites, the effect is minor negative given that there are no bus 

stops in close proximity. For site N66 the minor negative effect is uncertain 

given that a cycle route runs nearby which may allow for access to essential 

services for new residents. 

SA objective 9: Ensure all people are able to live 

in a decent home which meets their needs 

4.54 All major sites at the Norton Canes area are expected to have significant 

positive effects on SA objective 9. Each site has the potential to provide a 

minimum of 10 new dwellings. This includes allocated sites NE1/H54 and 

N33/SH5. Sites of this size are expected to provide affordable housing in line 

with the national 10-unit affordable housing threshold as per the NPPF [See 

reference 27]. For site N68 the significant positive effect is uncertain. This is a 

relatively large site (3.75ha) meaning it has capacity for a reasonable number of 

new homes; however, it is a cross boundary site for which no details are 

available in relation to the total number of new homes to be provided. 
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SA objective 10: Raise educational aspirations 

and attainment within the District and ensure that 

educational facilities are provided where they are 

required 

4.55 The effects of new development relating to SA objective 10: education will 

largely depend on how accessible existing schools are from residential sites at 

the Norton Canes area. Seven sites (of which site N33/SH5 is allocated) are 

expected to have significant positive effects on this SA objective given that they 

are located within 600m of both a primary school and secondary school. None 

of the sites would provide more than 700 homes which is the development 

threshold above which new primary school provision is usually required in the 

District. Seven sites are in close proximity to either a primary or secondary 

school. These sites are expected to have a minor positive effect in relation to 

SA objective 10. For eight sites (including site NE1/H54 which is proposed for 

allocation), a minor negative effect is recorded given that nearby access is not 

provided to a primary school or secondary school. Uncertainty is attached to all 

effects recorded given that it is dependent on the capacity at nearby schools to 

accommodate new pupils.  

SA objective 11: Reduce crime and the fear of 

crime 

4.56 The effects of allocating new residential sites on levels of crime and fear of 

crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within the 

sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could 

have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, 

such issues will not be influenced by the location of residential sites allocated 

through the Local Plan; rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site. Therefore, the effects of all employment sites on this SA 

objective are negligible and no likely significant effects (either positive or 

negative) have been identified. 
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SA objective 12: Improve public health and 

ensure health facilities are accessible for those 

in need 

4.57 Sites which provide a good level of access to existing healthcare facilities 

will help to encourage residents to undertake regular visits to such facilities and 

should contribute to limiting illness and promoting wellbeing among the local 

population. Sites which are located in close proximity (600m) to existing 

healthcare facilities (i.e. GP surgeries or hospitals) are expected to help 

improve public health in the District. North Canes provides access to one GP 

surgery within the east of the settlement. However, none of the 22 residential 

sites are within 600m of that facility. As such these sites (including allocated 

sites NE1/H54 and N33/SH5) are expected to have minor negative effects in 

relation to SA objective 12. 

SA objective 13: Protect, enhance, create and 

ensure access to open spaces and facilities for 

leisure and recreation 

4.58 All residential sites considered at the Norton Canes area are located within 

walking distance (600m) of more than one area of open space and/or PROW 

which is publicly accessible. Significant positive effects have therefore been 

identified for these sites in relation to access to open spaces for leisure and 

recreation. This includes allocated sites NE1/H54 and N33/SH5. Where sites 

would provide more than 100 homes new open space is expected to be 

incorporated on site which could strengthen the positive effect recorded. For 

three sites (N14, N52 and N65) the significant positive effect expected is 

combined with an uncertain minor negative effect. In addition to lying in close 

proximity to areas of open space and/or PROW, these sites also contain one of 

these features which may be lost to development dependent upon its design. 
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SA objective 16: Enhance the town centres in 

order to protect and improve their vitality and 

viability 

4.61 All sites are within the Norton Canes area and therefore none are located 

within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Hednesford or Rugeley. The 

development of these sites would therefore not impact upon the potential for 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might be of benefit in terms 

of their vitality and viability. A negligible effect is expected for all 22 sites 

(including the two proposed allocations) in relation to this SA objective. 

SA objective 17: Conserve and enhance the built 

and historic environment (including heritage 

assets and their respective settings) 

4.62 Judgements about the likely effects of the mixed uses on the historic 

environment have been informed by the heritage impact assessment work 

undertaken on behalf of the Council [See reference 28]. Six residential use 

sites (N13a, N15, N49, N52, N63 and allocated site N33/SH5) were identified as 

having potential for moderate or major impacts on heritage assets through their 

development or as contributing to the significance of the assets in question. 

Therefore, significant negative effects have been recorded for these sites in 

relation to SA objective 17. For two additional sites (N18 and N24) the negative 

effect identified is minor. The heritage impact work for these sites identified that 

any overall impact on heritage assets would be minor or that the magnitude of 

impacts relating to significance would be low. The heritage impact work 

included recommendations for the mitigation of the effects identified. Therefore, 

the adverse effects identified for these sites are uncertain dependent upon 

whether or not these recommendations are incorporated to achieve an 

appropriate level of mitigation. 
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SA objective 7: Make sustainable use of 

resources and minimise waste generation 

4.73 It is likely that sites which are proposed at brownfield sites may present 

opportunities for the re-use of materials already onsite, whilst those on 

greenfield land will present more limited opportunities of this nature. Eighteen 

sites at the Rugeley area (including 12 allocated sites) are located on brownfield 

land. The minor positive effect expected for these sites is uncertain given that 

the re-use of existing resources will be dependent upon the decisions of site 

developers which is unknown at this stage. At the remaining 16 sites (including 

allocated sites R16/H21 and R32/SH4) there are likely to be reduced 

opportunities to make use of materials already onsite as they are predominantly 

greenfield. Negligible effects have been identified for these sites.  

SA objective 8: Encourage and facilitate the use 

of sustainable modes of transport 

4.74 How well connected sites are to services, facilities and employment 

opportunities by sustainable modes of transport will affect the extent to which 

residents are able to make use of non car-based modes of transport day to day. 

It is expected that new residential development which is provided within close 

proximity of existing transport links (within 350m of bus stops, 1km of trains 

stations and sites which have a cycle path passing through them) may help to 

encourage a modal shift. Sixteen sites at the Rugeley area (including allocated 

sites R9/H48, R16/H21, R18/H49 and R18(a)SO3.1, R139/H27, 

R145/RE19/H24, R189/H53 and R194/H26) are expected to have a significant 

positive effect in relation to this SA objective. These sites are located within 1km 

of either Rugeley Town or Rugeley Trent Valley railway stations and within 

350m of one or more bus stops which provide access to relatively frequent bus 

services.  

4.75 Eleven sites (including allocated sites R22/H52, R23/H25, R25/H50, 

R32/SH4, R127/H20, R139/H27, R145/RE19/H24 and R208/H51) are expected 
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to have minor positive effects as they are within 1km of a railway station or 

350m of one or more bus stops but not both. For site R28 a negligible effect is 

expected. Though this site is close to a bus stop, the services which run from it 

are only once daily. The remaining six sites (none of which are allocated) are 

expected to have a minor negative effect in relation to this SA objective given 

that they are not in close proximity to the railway station or a bus stop. 

SA objective 9: Ensure all people are able to live 

in a decent home which meets their needs 

4.76 The majority of the 34 residential sites at the Rugeley area are expected to 

have significant positive effects on SA objective 9. These sites have the 

potential to provide a minimum of 10 new dwellings. This includes allocated all 

fourteen sites identified for allocation. Sites of this size are expected to provide 

affordable housing in line with the national 10-unit affordable housing threshold 

as per the NPPF [See reference 29].  

4.77 The exception to this is site R18(a). No site capacity has been provided for 

site R18(a) which is not allocated for development in its own right. However, 

given its smaller size (0.02ha) it is expected to deliver less than 10 dwellings 

and a minor positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. It should 

be noted that site R18(a) was initially considered as a site option in its own right 

and therefore is presented as part of the sustainability appraisal of site options. 

The site has subsequently been merged with site R18 and together the merged 

site has been allocated as site H49 for 40 homes.  
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SA objective 10: Raise educational aspirations 

and attainment within the District and ensure that 

educational facilities are provided where they are 

required 

4.78 The effects of new development relating to SA objective 10: education will 

largely depend on how accessible existing schools are from residential sites at 

the Norton Canes area. Four sites (R9/H48, R16/H21, R127/H20 and 

R194/H26, all of which are allocated) are expected to have significant positive 

effects. The majority of these sites are located within 600m of both a primary 

school and secondary school. For site R127/H20, the significant positive effect 

reflects the large capacity of the site. As this site could deliver over 700 homes 

it is considered likely to support onsite primary school provision, given that it 

exceeds the development threshold for this type of provision. A minor negative 

effect is expected in combination for this site as it is not in close proximity to any 

existing education facilities.  

4.79 Twenty-seven sites (including ten allocated sites) are in close proximity to 

either a primary or secondary school but not both. These sites are expected to 

have a minor positive effect in relation to SA objective 10. Only three sites 

(none of which are proposed for allocation) are likely to have a minor negative 

effect alone in relation to this SA objective. These sites do not benefit from 

nearby access to a primary school or secondary school. Uncertainty is attached 

to all effects recorded given that it is dependent on the capacity at nearby 

schools to accommodate new pupils.  

SA objective 11: Reduce crime and the fear of 

crime 

4.80 The effects of allocating new residential sites on levels of crime and fear of 

crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within the 

sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could 
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have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, 

such issues will not be influenced by the location of residential sites allocated 

through the Local Plan; rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site. Therefore, the effects of all employment sites on this SA 

objective are negligible and no likely significant effects (either positive or 

negative) have been identified. 

SA objective 12: Improve public health and 

ensure health facilities are accessible for those 

in need 

4.81 Sites which are located in close proximity (600m) to existing healthcare 

facilities (i.e. GP surgeries or hospitals) are expected to help improve public 

health in the District. Sites which provide a good level of access to existing 

healthcare facilities will help to encourage residents to undertake regular visits 

to such facilities and should contribute to limiting illness and promoting 

wellbeing among the local population. None of the sites considered are located 

within close proximity of both a hospital and GP surgery, however 15 sites (of 

which R9/H48, R16/H21, R22/H52, R23/H25, R25/H50, R139/H27, 

R145/RE19/H24, R189/H53, R194/H26 and R208/H51 are allocated) are within 

proximity to a GP surgery. Therefore, these sites and are expected to have 

minor positive effects. Nineteen sites (of which R18 and R18(a)/H49, R32/SH4, 

and R127/H20 are allocated here) are not within 600m of these facilities, and as 

such are expected to have minor negative effects in relation to SA objective 12: 

health and wellbeing.  
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edge of that settlement, and as such are expected to have a significant positive 

effect in relation to SA objective 14. A further 13 sites (including proposed 

allocations R23/H25, R25/H50, R32/SH4, and R208/H51) are best related to 

Local Centres (i.e. Brereton or Fernwood Drive), and a minor positive effect is 

expected. The effect is uncertain for these sites given the uncertain level of 

service provision, particularly compared to that at the Town Centres in the plan 

area. Only site R38 (which is not allocated) is not within close proximity to the 

settlement edge. This site provides access to sustainable transport links which 

could allow for access to services and facilities further afield and therefore the 

negative effect recorded is minor. 

SA objective 15: Help the continued regeneration 

of the local economy by protecting existing 

employment sites and ensuring there is adequate 

provision of new sites 

4.84 For the most part the location of residential sites would not impact upon 

the continued regeneration of the local economy. The provision of new homes 

in the District is unlikely to affect the amount of land available for employment 

development. This will only be the case where residential development is 

proposed to proceed on existing employment sites identified by the Council. 

Seven sites (including allocated sites R22/H52, and R127/H20) at the Rugeley 

area include employment land and therefore their development for residential 

use could result in some loss of employment uses. For the remaining 27 sites 

(including 11 proposed allocations) a negligible effect is expected in relation to 

SA objective 15. 
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4.87 For the 28 remaining sites (including 11 allocated sites), the effect 

recorded in relation to SA objective 17 is negligible. These sites have been 

screened out of the heritage impact work undertaken to support the preparation 

of the Local Plan. The effects of new development on the built and historic 

environment will be dependent in part, upon their specific design which is 

unknown at this stage, and therefore the negligible effect recorded for each site 

is uncertain. 
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Employment Sites 

4.88 The SA findings for the employment sites including those allocated are 

summarised in Table 4.4 below. A total of 11 employment sites have been 

subject to SA at the Preferred Options stage. Ten of these sites are proposed 

for allocation. The sites which are proposed for allocation are denoted by an 

asterisk. The site reference included in the Local Plan Preferred Options is also 

detailed for the allocated sites. 

4.89 The detailed matrices for the employment sites can be viewed in Appendix 

E of this document.  
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Table 4.4: Summary of likely sustainability effects for employment sites 

Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

CE19*/E12 -? --? - 0 - -? 0 -? 0 0 0 0 ++/-? - + 0 0? 

CE63*/E3 0? --?/+ + 0 0 0? +? ++ 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ + 0 0? 

CE67*/E1 -? -- - 0 - 0? 0 -? 0 0 0 0 ++ +? + 0 0? 

CE68*/E2 0? --?/+ + 0 - 0? +? ++ 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ + 0 0? 

NE5*/E10 -? --? - 0 - -? 0 - 0 0 0 0 ++ -- + 0 0? 

NE6 --? --? - 0 - -? 0 - 0 0 0 0 ++ -- + 0 0? 

RE3*/E4 0? -? - 0 - 0? 0 - 0 0 0 0 ++ +? + 0 0? 

RE7*/E7 0? +/-? + 0 0 0? +? ++ 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ + 0 0? 

RE8*/E8 0? +/-? + 0 - -? +? ++ 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ + 0 0? 

RE24*/E5 -? +/-? ++ 0 0 0? +? + 0 0 0 0 ++/-? +? ++ 0 0? 

RE29*/E6 0? + + 0 0 --? + + 0 0 0 0 ++ +? + 0 0? 
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SA objective 1: Protect and enhance biodiversity, 

fauna and flora and geodiversity 

4.90 Employment sites that are within close proximity of an internationally, 

nationally or locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity site have the 

potential to affect those sites, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, fragmentation, 

disturbance to species, air pollution, trampling etc. Conversely, there may be 

opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if employment sites include green 

infrastructure. Therefore, while proximity to designated sites provides an 

indication of the potential for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists as the 

distance at which effects might occur is not the same for all types of habitats 

and species, and appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and may 

even result in beneficial effects.  

4.91 All of the allocated sites were found in the HRA to have potential for 

significant effects on the Cannock Chase SAC and Cannock Extension Canal 

SAC due to either physical loss of habitat, air pollution, recreation 

pressure/urban impacts and/or changes in water quantity/quality associated 

with new residential development. However, through the appropriate 

assessment stage of the HRA, it was found that sufficient policy safeguards are 

included in the Local Plan to conclude there will be no adverse effects on the 

integrity of any European sites, as a result of physical habitat loss or changes in 

water quantity/quality, either alone or in combination with other plans or 

projects. For recreation pressure and air pollution effects (which could arise 

from all of the allocated sites in combination) the HRA has not yet been able to 

conclude no adverse effects on integrity of the two SACs due to insufficient 

evidence being available at this stage. It is anticipated that this evidence will be 

available to inform the Regulation 19 Local Plan policies and HRA conclusions. 

4.92 Five employment sites (all of which are allocated) are located within close 

proximity of a biodiversity site (within 250m of a locally designated biodiversity 

site and/or within 1km of a nationally or internationally designated site) meaning 

a minor or significant negative effect is expected in terms of potential effects on 

biodiversity and geodiversity. Of these five sites, one (NE6 which is not 
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allocated but is adjacent to Cannock Extension Canal SAC) is located within 

250m of a nationally or internationally designated biodiversity site meaning 

significant negative effects have been identified.  

4.93 The remaining six employment sites (all of which are allocated) are located 

further than 250m from locally designated biodiversity sites and 1km from 

nationally or internationally designated sites and are therefore expected to have 

a negligible effect in relation to this SA objective.  

SA objective 2: Minimise pollution and protect 

and enhance air, water, and soils 

4.94 The majority of the eleven employment sites are likely to result in adverse 

impacts in relation to air, water, noise or soil pollution. The exception to this is 

site RE29/E6 which is not located by the strategic road network, linked to an 

AQMA or within an SPZ and does not contain higher value agricultural soils.  

4.95 Six of the employment sites considered (of which CE19/E12, CE63/E3, 

CE67/E1, CE68/E2 and NE5/E10 are allocated) are expected to have 

significant negative effects in terms of pollution of air, water or soils in the 

District. All of these sites have been identified as either being within or linked to 

an AQMA meaning there is potential for further impacts on air quality in these 

areas as a result of increases in traffic volumes associated with the new 

development. These employment sites are directly adjacent to or directly linked 

to the A5 which runs through the southern part of Cannock and Norton Canes 

and feeds into the M6 Toll motorway along which an AQMA has been declared. 

4.96 None of the sites have been identified as having a significant negative 

effect in relation to land use or soils given that they are either brownfield, urban 

land or less Grade 4 or lower value soils. Sites CE63/E3, CE68/E2, RE7/E7, 

RE8/E8, RE24/E5 and RE29/E6 would involve the development of brownfield 

land and therefore a minor positive effect is expected given the potential to 

adverse impacts on higher value soils in the plan area. The overall effects 
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portion of local journeys which are undertaken travelling to and from the 

workplace. 

4.112 A significant positive effect is likely for four of the employment sites 

(CE63/E3, CE68/E2, RE7/E7 and RE8/E8, all of which are allocated). These 

sites are located within 1km of either Cannock or Rugeley Trent Valley railway 

station and within 350m of a number of bus stops which provide access to 

relatively frequent bus services. 

4.113 Minor positive effects have also been identified for employment sites 

RE24/E5, and RE29/E6, as they are located within 350m of at least one bus 

stop.  

4.114 The remaining five employment sites are more than 1km from a train 

station and over 350m from a bus stop meaning a minor negative effect is 

expected in terms of encouraging use of sustainable transport in the District. 

Two of these employment sites (CE19/E12 and CE67/E1, both of which are 

allocated) have a cycle path which passes within and along their boundaries. 

The minor negative effect expected for these two sites is uncertain given that 

the presence of a cycle route could be used for the purposes of commuting 

dependent partially upon the decisions of those making use of the sites. 

SA objective 9: Ensure all people are able to live 

in a decent home which meets their needs 

4.115 The delivery of new employment development in the District is not 

expected to impact upon the provision of new homes including affordable 

homes in Cannock Chase. Given that this type of development is not expected 

to have an effect on contributing towards the objectively assessed housing need 

in the District, a negligible effect is expected for all employment sites for this SA 

objective. 
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SA objective 10: Raise educational aspirations 

and attainment within the District and ensure that 

educational facilities are provided where they are 

required 

4.116 The provision and specifically location of new employment development 

in Cannock Chase is unlikely to affect the accessibility of existing education 

facilities which might improve educational attainment in the District. In addition, 

it will not result in the provision of new education facilities in Cannock Chase. A 

negligible effect has therefore been recorded for each of the employment sites 

for this SA objective. 

SA objective 11: Reduce crime and the fear of 

crime 

4.117 The effects of allocating new employment sites on levels of crime and 

fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space 

within the sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, 

could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. 

However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of employment sites 

allocated through the Local Plan; rather they will be determined through the 

detailed proposals for each site. Therefore, the effects of all employment sites 

on this SA objective are negligible and no likely significant effects (either 

positive or negative) have been identified. 
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SA objective 12: Improve public health and 

ensure health facilities are accessible for those 

in need 

4.118 The provision and specifically location of new employment development 

in Cannock Chase is unlikely to affect the accessibility of existing healthcare 

facilities in the District. In addition, this type of development will not result the 

provision of new healthcare facilities which might help to improve public health 

in Cannock Chase. A negligible effect has therefore been recorded for each of 

the employment sites for this SA objective. 

SA objective 13: Protect, enhance, create and 

ensure access to open spaces and facilities for 

leisure and recreation 

4.119 The effects of the employment sites will mainly depend upon the 

proximity of these sites to existing recreational facilities, areas of open space 

and public right of way (PROW). Sites which are within walking distance (600m) 

of these types of facilities are expected to have positive effects on this SA 

objective. Where information has been provided which shows that identified 

facilities or open spaces have limited or restricted public access (for example 

private sports clubs) or are of little recreational value (for example roadside 

verges) this has informed the effects recorded for this SA objective. 

4.120 All eleven of the employment sites are located within walking distance of 

more than one area of open space and/or PROWs which provides access to the 

public. Significant positive effects have therefore been identified for these sites 

in relation to access to open spaces for leisure and recreation. 

4.121 For two of the employment sites (CE19/E12 and RE24/E5, both of which 

are allocated) an uncertain minor negative is expected to be combined with this 
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4.124 Four of the employment sites are located within one of the more 

developed areas of the District which contain a Town Centre. These are sites 

CE63/E3, CE68/E2, RE7/E7 and RE8/E8, all of which are allocated. Therefore, 

a significant positive effect has been identified in relation to this SA objective. 

Four of the employment sites (CE67/E1, RE3/E4, RE24/E5 and RE29/E6, all of 

which are allocated) are located either within or on the edge of the District 

Centre or one of the Local Centres identified in Policy CP11 of the Local Plan 

(Part 1) meaning an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA 

objective. The minor positive effect expected on this SA objective for these 

employment sites is uncertain given that Local Centres are expected to provide 

variable levels of access to community services and facilities. 

4.125 Allocated employment site CE19/E12 is not located within an identified 

centre, but is however located within walking distance of a sustainable transport 

link (within 350m of a bus stop). Given that these public transport nodes may 

allow for access to services and facilities further afield the negative effect 

expected in relation to access to services and facilities is expected to be minor. 

4.126 Two further employment sites (of which NE5/E10 is allocated and NE6 

which is not allocated) are located outside of the existing urban area of 

Cannock Chase, within which its centres are located. These sites are also not 

located within walking distance of a public transport node. These sites would 

therefore not provide easy access to nearby services and facilities or those 

further afield. As such a significant negative effect has recorded for this SA 

objective. 

SA objective 15: Help the continued regeneration 

of the local economy by protecting existing 

employment sites and ensuring there is adequate 

provision of new sites 

4.127 All of the employment sites considered would result in an increase in the 

area in which employment opportunities could be provided. As such a positive 
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effect is expected for all of the employment sites. Large sites (those over 30ha) 

are expected to have a more significant positive effect on employment provision 

in the District. Only one site (RE24/E5) is considered to be relatively large and 

therefore a significant positive effect has been identified. For the remaining 10 

employment sites a minor positive effect is expected in relation to this SA 

objective, as they are less than 30ha. 

SA objective 16: Enhance the town centres in 

order to protect and improve their vitality and 

viability 

4.128 None of the employment sites considered is located within the town 

centres of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford. The development of these sites 

would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in 

those areas, encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which 

might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is 

expected on all 11 employment sites. 

SA objective 17: Conserve and enhance the built 

and historic environment (including heritage 

assets and their respective settings) 

4.129 Judgements about the likely effects of the employment sites on the 

historic environment have been based on the heritage impact assessment work 

undertaken on behalf of the Council [See reference 31]. Further detail on the 

work undertaken is provided in the introduction to this summary note. All eleven 

employment sites (all of which are allocated) were screened out of the heritage 

impact assessment work. Therefore, negligible effects have been recorded for 

the sites in relation to this SA objective. The effects of new development on the 

built and historic environment will be dependent in part, upon their specific 

design which is unknown at this stage, and therefore the negligible effect 

recorded for each site is uncertain.  
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Mixed use sites 

4.130 The SA findings for the mixed use sites including those allocated are 

summarised in Table 4.5 below. A total of 20 mixed use sites have been subject 

to SA at the Preferred Options stage. Ten sites are proposed for allocation. The 

sites which are proposed for allocation are denoted by an asterisk. The site 

reference included in the Local Plan Preferred Options is also detailed for the 

allocated sites. 

4.131 The appraisal of one site which is considered for open space (C116(b)) is 

presented alongside these mixed use sites. Site C116(b) is to be safeguarded 

for the delivery of a country park in association with the large strategic site 

allocations at South of Lichfield Road, Cannock.  

4.132 The detailed matrices for these 20 sites can be viewed in Appendix E of 

this document. The proposed use of each site is detailed in its corresponding 

matrix in the appendix. 
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Table 4.5: Summary of likely sustainability effects for mixed use sites 

Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

C116(a) and 
C116(b) -? --? -- 0 - -? 0 + ++ ++? 0 + ++?/-? +? +? 0 --? 

C119 -? - -- 0 -- -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++ +? +? 0 0? 

C129*/M9 --? +/-? + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 + ++ ++ +? ++ --? 

C326 --? -- - 0 - -? 0 + ++ -? 0 - ++ +? +? 0 0? 

C432 -? --?/+ ++ 0 0 0? +? + ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ +/-? 0 0? 

C462 --? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ +? ++ 0? 

C504/CE73*/M1 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ +? ++ --? 

C505*/M2 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++? ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ +? ++ --? 

C506/CE40*/M3 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++? ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ +? ++ 0? 

C508*/M4 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ +? ++ 0? 

C511 Part of 
CE46*/M5 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 ++ ++ ++ +? ++ -? 

C527/CE74*/M10 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ + +? 0 + ++ ++ +? ++ 0? 

N57 --? + ++ 0 0 -? +? - ++ -? 0 - ++/-? -- +? 0 -? 

RE20*/M8 -? + + 0 0 0? +? ++ ++ +? 0 + ++ ++ +? 0 0? 

R90 -? +/-? + 0 0 --? +? + ++ ++? 0 + ++/-? ++ + 0 0? 

R127 -? +/-? ++ 0 0 0? +? + ++ ++/-? 0 - ++/-? +? ++?/- 0 0? 

R128 -? + -- 0 - --? 0 + ++ +? 0 + ++?/-? +? +? 0 0? 

R143/RE15*/M6 -? + ++ 0 0 --? +? + ++ ++? 0 + ++ ++ +? ++ -? 

R144/RE16*/M7 -? + + 0 0 --? +? ++ ++ ++? 0 + ++ ++ +? ++ -? 

C116(b)  ++? + 0 + 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 + ++ 0 0 0 0 
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open space and could there reduce recreational pressures on this designation 

and allow for habitats and habitat connectivity in the plan area.  

4.135 Of the 20 sites considered for mixed use, ten (of which C504/CE73/M1, 

C505/M2, C506/CE40/M3, C508/M4, C511 Part of CE46/M5, RE20/M8, 

R143/RE15/M6 and R144/RE16/M7 are allocated) are not located within close 

proximity of a biodiversity site (within 250m of a local biodiversity site or within 

1km of a national or international biodiversity site). These all lie within the 15km 

buffer around the Cannock Chase SAC and therefore a minor negative effect is 

recorded in relation to SA objective 1.  

4.136 While proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential 

for an adverse effect, uncertainty exists for all of the sites as the distance and 

pathways across which effects might occur is not the same for all types of 

habitats and species, and appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and 

may even result in beneficial effects. 

4.137 In addition to potential effects on nearby designated sites, the potential 

impacts on biodiversity present on each site, or undesignated habitats and 

species adjacent to the potential development sites cannot be determined at 

this strategic level of assessment (as site surveys are not undertaken). This 

would need to be determined once more specific proposals are developed and 

submitted as part of a planning application. As such all potential effects 

identified have an element of uncertainty attached. 

4.138 There may also be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity at new 

mixed use sites if developments include green infrastructure, which may result 

in a positive effect, but this will not be known until development proposals come 

forward.  

4.139 All of the allocated sites (excluding site C116(b) which is to be 

safeguarded for a country park as was screened out as part of Policy SO7.6) 

were found in the HRA to have potential for significant effects on the Cannock 

Chase SAC and Cannock Extension Canal SAC due to either physical loss of 

habitat, air pollution, recreation pressure/urban impacts and/or changes in water 
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located within a Source Protection Zone in the District lies within Source 

Protection Zone 3, which is not the most sensitive zone for public water supply. 

4.142 Fourteen of the mixed use sites (of which sites C129/M9, C504/CE73/M1, 

C432, C505/M2, C506/CE40/M3, C508/M4, C511 Part of CE46/M5, 

C527/CE74/M10, R143/RE15/M6 and R144/RE16/M7 are allocated) would 

make use of previously developed land. These sites are expected to have a 

minor positive effect on this SA objective in terms of land use and preserving 

soils in the District. However, the minor positive effects identified for four sites 

(C432, R90 and R127 and proposed allocation C129/M9) are expected to be 

combined with a negative effect as adverse impacts have been identified in 

relation to pollution. For sites R90, R127 and C129/M9 the minor negative effect 

is uncertain given that it may be possible to incorporate mitigation to avoid 

adverse impacts related to noise pollution and local amenity. By retaining site 

C116(b) as an area of open space in association with the large strategic site 

allocations at South of Lichfield Road, an area of Grade 3 Agricultural Land 

could be preserved in the District. Therefore, a minor positive effect is recorded 

for this site. 

4.143 Only site R128, which is not proposed for allocation is expected to have a 

minor negative effect alone in relation to this SA objective. This site is mostly 

greenfield land which is of limited agricultural value (mainly classified as Grade 

4 Agricultural Land). 

SA objective 3: Ensure development makes 

efficient use of previously developed land and 

buildings 

4.144 Development which is to take place on greenfield land is considered to be 

a less efficient use of land than new development on previously developed, 

brownfield sites. Greenfield sites would present reduced opportunities to make 

use of materials and buildings which are more likely to be present onsite at 

brownfield locations. 
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limiting the heat island effect and supporting carbon sequestration, a minor 

positive effect is recorded in relation to SA objective 4. 

SA objective 5: Reduce the risk of flooding 

4.149 Only site C119 (which is not allocated), lies within flood zone 2 or flood 

zone 3 and a significant negative effect is recorded for this site. Three further 

sites (C116(a) and C116(b), C326 and R128, none of which are allocated) are 

located on greenfield land which is outside of higher risk flood zones. As 

previously noted, the development of these sites is still likely to increase the 

area of impermeable surfaces in the District which may increase overall risk of 

flooding. A minor negative effect has therefore been identified for these sites. 

4.150 Fifteen mixed use sites (of which nine are allocated) contain large 

portions of brownfield land and are located outside of flood zone 2 or flood zone 

3. The development of these areas is not expected to increase the area of 

impermeable surfaces in Cannock Chase. As such negligible effects have been 

identified in relation to flood risk in the District for these sites. As site C116(b) 

(which is safeguarded for a country park in association with the large strategic 

site allocations at South of Lichfield Road) would not deliver new development 

in the plan area, it is not expected to contribute to local flood risk. A negligible 

effect has also been recorded for this site. 

SA objective 6: Protect, enhance and manage the 

character and quality of the landscape and 

townscape, maintaining and strengthening local 

distinctiveness and sense of place 

4.151 The Cannock Chase AONB takes up much of the northern portion of the 

District and is the largest surviving area of lowland heathland in the Midlands. 

This area has been designated to protect its special landscape character. 
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SA objective 8: Encourage and facilitate the use 

of sustainable modes of transport 

4.157 How well connected housing in mixed-use sites are to services, facilities 

and employment opportunities by sustainable modes of transport will affect the 

extent to which residents are able to make use of non car-based modes of 

transport day to day. It is also expected that new mixed use development which 

is provided within close proximity of existing transport links (within 350m of bus 

stops, 1km of trains stations and sites which have a cycle path passing through 

them) may help to encourage a modal shift. New residents and users of 

employment land and other uses provider at these locations are expected to be 

more likely to make use of existing sustainable transport links where they are 

present in close proximity to development sites. It is possible that new transport 

links may be provided as part of large-scale mixed developments but this 

cannot be assumed unless this information has been provided by the Council. 

4.158 Ten sites (of which C129/M9, C504/CE73/M1, C505/M2, C506/CE40/M3, 

C508/M4, C511 Part of CE46/M5, C527/CE74/M10, RE20/M8 and 

R144/RE16/M7 are allocated) are expected to have a significant positive effect 

on this SA objective. These sites are located within 1km of a railway station and 

within 350m of one or more bus stops which provide access to relatively 

frequent bus services (at least once every 30 minutes). The effect recorded in 

relation to sites C505/M2 and C506/CE40/M3 is uncertain. The sites could 

involve the loss of existing transport infrastructure or the delivery of a 

replacement car park which might limit the potential to promote modal shift in 

the plan area. 

4.159 Eight sites (C116(a) and C116(b), R127, R128 and site allocation 

R143/RE15/M6) were identified as having a minor positive effect in relation to 

SA objective 8. Of these sites, three are located either within 1km of a train 

station or within 350m of one of more bus stops. Only one of these sites (R127) 

has been identified being within 1km of a train station and within 350m of one or 

more bus stops and been given a minor positive effect. The bus services 

accessible at this location have been identified as being less frequently than 
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once every 30 minutes meaning the positive effect expected on SA objective 8 

is likely to be less pronounced. 

4.160 A minor negative effects was identified for site N57. This site provides a 

poor level of access to existing sustainable transport links in the District as it is 

located more than 1km from a train station and more than 350m from a bus 

stop. The site does not have a cycle path located within its boundaries which 

might otherwise have been used by residents, employees and other site users 

for commuting and undertaking day to day journeys. 

SA objective 9: Ensure all people are able to live 

in a decent home which meets their needs 

4.161 All of the mixed use development sites considered are expected to 

provide some element of residential development which would help to provide 

new homes to meet the identified need in the District. It is also assumed that 

new housing schemes will include an appropriate proportion of affordable 

housing in line with other national guidance. Larger sites (those which would 

provide 10 homes or more) are expected to provide affordable housing in line 

with the national 10-unit affordable housing threshold as set out in the NPPF 

[See reference 32]. For 18 sites (eight of which are allocated) an indicative 

capacity of over 10 homes is expected and therefore a significant positive effect 

is recorded in relation to SA objective 9. As well as helping to provide affordable 

homes in the District these sites are likely to be help provide a range of market 

properties which would contribute towards meeting local housing requirements. 

4.162 The remaining site option that would include the delivery of new homes 

(allocated site C527/CE74/M10) has not been provided with an indicative 

housing capacity. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is expected in 

relation to SA objective 9. The uncertainty recorded, reflects the unknown area 

of the site which would be occupied by housing and other uses which would be 

delivered at the site. A negligible effect is expected for site C116(b), which is to 

be safeguarded for a country park in association with the strategic sites to the 
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south of Lichfield Road. This site would not provide any new homes, given that 

it is considered for retention as open space.  

SA objective 10: Raise educational aspirations 

and attainment within the District and ensure that 

educational facilities are provided where they are 

required 

4.163 The effects of new residential development on this SA objective will 

depend to some extent on the availability of school and college places to serve 

the growing population; this will depend in part on whether new places are 

provided as part of the new developments which including housing. A threshold 

of 700 homes has been identified as it is expected that sites which include 

housing which are of this size or larger could potentially result in the delivery of 

new primary provision onsite although this is uncertain until specific proposals 

for sites are known. Of the mixed use options considered, only sites C116(a) 

and C116(b) and R127 are expected to provide the housing capacity to result in 

the delivery of new primary places in the District. As site R127 is not well related 

to existing schools the significant positive effect identified in relation to SA 

objective 10 is combined with an uncertain minor negative effect. 

4.164 Effects on this SA objective will also depend on how accessible existing 

schools are from mixed use sites which provide new housing. Nine sites that 

are within close proximity (600m) of both a primary and secondary school are 

considered to provide good options for residents in terms of access to education 

facilities and therefore a significant positive effect has been identified. Of these 

sites C129/M9, C504/CE73/M1, C505/M2, C506/CE40/M3, C508/M4, C511 

Part of CE46/M5, R143/RE15/M6 and R144/RE16/M7 are proposed for 

allocation. In addition, sites C432, C462, C527/CE74/M10 and R128 (of which 

only C527/CE71/M10 is allocated) are expected to have a minor positive effect 

on this SA objective as they are within 600m of a primary or secondary school. 
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4.165 Mixed use sites C119, C326 and N57 would provide for new residential 

development which is not located within close proximity (600m) of any 

education facilities (either primary or secondary). As such residents at new 

homes which are delivered at these locations would have limited access to 

existing education facilities, particularly by more sustainable and active modes 

of transport (i.e. walking and cycling). A minor negative effect has been 

identified for this site.  

4.166 The effects of all mixed use sites which are expected to deliver new 

homes in Cannock on access to education facilities as well as educational 

aspirations and attainment in the District will depend on there being capacity at 

schools to accommodate new pupils. As such uncertainty is attached to all 

scores identified for this type of sites this SA objective. 

SA objective 11: Reduce crime and the fear of 

crime 

4.167 The effects of allocating new mixed use and open space sites on levels of 

crime and fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of 

green space within the sites which, depending on design and the use of 

appropriate lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, 

particularly at night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location 

of mixed use sites allocated through the Local Plan; rather they will be impacted 

upon as a result of the detailed proposals for each site. Therefore, the effects of 

all sites on this SA objective are negligible and no likely significant effects 

(either positive or negative) were identified. 
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SA objective 12: Improve public health and 

ensure health facilities are accessible for those 

in need 

4.168 Public health in the District will be influenced by access to and thus the 

proximity of sites to open spaces, recreation facilities, and public rights of way 

(PROWs) which might help to encourage more active and healthier lifestyles in 

Cannock Chase. This is considered separately under SA objective 13, however. 

Sites which include housing and provide a good level of access to existing 

healthcare facilities will help to encourage residents to undertake regular visits 

to such facilities and are likely to contribute to limiting illness and promoting 

wellbeing among the local population. Mixed use sites which would provide an 

element of housing and that are located in close proximity (600m) to existing 

healthcare facilities (i.e. GP surgeries or hospitals) are expected to help 

improve public health in the District. 

4.169 Five of the mixed use sites which would provide an element of housing 

(all of which are allocated, C504/CE73/M1, C505/M2, C506/CE40/M3, C508/M4 

and C511 Part of CE46/M5) are located within close proximity of a GP surgery 

and a hospital. A significant positive effect has been identified for these sites in 

relation to improving public health and ensuring health facilities are accessible 

for those in need. For eleven sites a minor positive effect is recorded given that 

these sites are in close proximity to a GP surgery only. Of these eleven sites, 

sites C129/M9, C527/CE74/M10, RE20/M8, R143/RE15/M6 and 

R144/RE16/M7 are allocated. While site C116(b) (which is to be safeguarded 

for the delivery of a country park in association with the large strategic site 

allocations at South of Lichfield Road) would not provide new housing in the 

plan area, it is expected that the maintenance of this site as open space would 

benefit local health and wellbeing. A minor positive effect is also expected for 

this site. 

4.170 Sites C119, C326, N57 and R127 (none of which are allocated) are not 

located within close proximity to any existing healthcare facilities (either a 
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hospital or GP surgery). As such a minor negative effect has been recorded on 

this SA objective for these sites. 

SA objective 13: Protect, enhance, create and 

ensure access to open spaces and facilities for 

leisure and recreation 

4.171 The effects of the mixed use sites will mainly depend upon the proximity 

of these sites to existing recreational facilities, areas of open space and public 

rights of way (PROWs). Sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing 

facilities of this type may encourage more users of these types of sites to be 

active outdoors. As such positive effects are expected on this SA objective for 

mixed use sites which are located in close proximity to existing recreational 

facilities, areas of open space and public rights of way (PROWs). Where 

information has been provided which shows that identified facilities or open 

spaces have limited or restricted public access (for example private sports 

clubs) or are of little recreational value (for example roadside verges) this has 

informed the scoring of this SA objective.  

4.172 The majority 20 of the mixed use sites are located within walking distance 

of more than one area of open space and/or PROW which is publicly 

accessible. Significant positive effects have therefore been identified for these 

sites in relation to access to open spaces for leisure and recreation. Site 

C116(b) (which is to be safeguarded for the delivery of a country park in 

association with the large strategic site allocations at South of Lichfield Road) 

might be used by its residents for recreation. This site is also expected to have 

a significant positive effect in relation to SA objective 13.  

4.173 Sites which provide 100 or more new homes are considered to have 

greater potential to incorporate new open space which could result in an 

uncertain positive effect. This threshold is based on the policy set out in the 

Design SPD with regards to onsite open space and play provision. For most of 

the mixed use sites however, the amount of new housing which would be 
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developed areas in question are expected to provide a higher level of access to 

existing services and facilities than those beyond the existing urban edge.  

4.176 Thirteen of the mixed use sites (including the allocated sites C129/M9, 

C504/CE73/M1, C505/M2, C506/CE40/M3, C508/M4, C511 Part of CE46/M5, 

C527/CE74/M10, RE20/M8, R143/RE15/M6 and R144/RE16/M7) are located 

within one of the more developed areas of the District which contain a Town 

Centre (i.e. Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford). These sites are located on the 

peripheries of the towns of Rugeley, Cannock and Hednesford respectively and 

so a significant positive effect has been identified. Five of the mixed use sites 

(C116(a) and C116(b), C119, C326, R127 and R128, none of which are 

allocated) are located within or at the edge of one of the Local Centres identified 

in Policy CP11 of the Local Plan (Part 1) meaning an uncertain minor positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective. These sites would provide a reduced 

level of access to services and facilities which new residents may require 

access to. 

4.177 One mixed use site (N57, which is not allocated) has been identified as 

having a significant negative effect on this SA objective. This site is not located 

within close proximity of an identified centre or a public transport node which 

might provide access to services and facilities further afield. For site C116(b)

  (to be safeguarded in association with the strategic sites to the south of 

Lichfield Road for a country park), a negligible effect is expected. The retention 

of open space in the plan area is not expected to affect access to services and 

facilities. 

SA objective 15: Help the continued regeneration 

of the local economy by protecting existing 

employment sites and ensuring there is adequate 

provision of new sites 

4.178 The provision of new employment land as part of mixed use development 

is expected to have a positive effect on the objective of allowing for the 
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continued regeneration of the local economy in Cannock. Detrimental impacts 

will only be likely were land which is identified as an existing employment sites 

identified by the Council or has historic employment use has been proposed for 

allocation as mixed use which would reduce its potential to provide employment 

opportunities. 

4.179 Sites which have been identified as being larger when considered against 

all other mixed use sites considered are expected to have a significant positive 

effect on this SA objective given that they could potentially accommodate a 

larger number of new employment opportunities. Only one site (R127, which is 

not allocated) is expected to have this significant positive effect on this SA 

objective. As the exact proportion of the site which would allow for new 

employment is unknown at this stage the significant positive effect is uncertain. 

In addition, the uncertain significant positive effect likely with regards to mixed 

use site option R127 is expected to be combined with a minor negative given 

that this site has been recently closed as part of the Rugeley Power Station and 

previously accommodated approximately 150 employees. This potential 

employment use of the entire site will be lost if re-development of the site for 

mixed use development was to proceed. 

4.180 Eighteen of the mixed use sites (11 of which are allocated) are expected 

to have a minor positive effect on this SA objective. These sites are considered 

to be relatively small in size but would still provide some employment 

development or development which would allow for some employment 

opportunities. The minor positive effect expected for these sites is uncertain 

dependent upon the proportion of each site which might accommodate new 

employment or related uses. For site C432 the positive effect recorded is 

combined with a minor negative effect given that an existing employment use at 

the site could be lost to development.  

4.181 Site C116(b), which is to be safeguarded as a country park in association 

with the strategic sites to the south of Lichfield Road, is not expected to affect 

the regeneration of the local economy. A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded for this site in relation to SA objective 15. 
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SA objective 16: Enhance the town centres in 

order to protect and improve their vitality and 

viability 

4.182 Ten of the mixed uses are located within town centres. Sites C129/M9, 

C504/CE73/M1, C505/M2, C506/CE40/M3, C508/M4, C511 Part of CE46/M5 

and C527/CE74/M10 and sites R143/RE15/M6 and R144/RE16/M7 are 

allocated within Cannock and Rugeley town centres, respectively. The 

development of these mixed use sites could help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in those areas, and the delivery of new residential 

development and other uses such as retail could encourage people to visit and 

use town centre locations to the benefit of their vitality and viability. As such, 

significant positive effects have been identified for these mixed use sites. 

4.183 The ten remaining sites (of which only site RE20/M8 is allocated) are 

expected to have negligible effects in relation to SA objective 16 given that they 

do lie within a town centre. 

SA objective 17: Conserve and enhance the built 

and historic environment (including heritage 

assets and their respective settings) 

4.184 Judgements about the likely effects of the mixed uses on the historic 

environment have been informed by the heritage impact assessment work 

undertaken on behalf of the Council [See reference 33]. Four mixed use sites 

(of which C129/M9, C504/CE73/M1 and C505/M2 are allocated) were identified 

as having potential for moderate or major impacts on heritage assets through 

their development or as contributing to the significance of the assets in 

question. Therefore, significant negative effects have been recorded for these 

sites in relation to SA objective 17. For four additional sites (of which C511 Part 

of CE46/M5, R143/RE15/M6 and R144/RE16/M7 are proposed for allocation) 

the negative effect identified is minor. The heritage impact work for these sites 
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identified that any overall impact on heritage assets would be minor or that the 

magnitude of impacts relating to significance would be low. The heritage impact 

work included recommendations for the mitigation of the effects identified. 

Therefore, the adverse effects identified for these sites are uncertain dependent 

upon whether or not these recommendations are incorporated to achieve an 

appropriate level of mitigation. 

4.185 For the 12 remaining sites, the effect recorded in relation to SA objective 

17 is negligible. These sites have been screened out of the heritage impact 

work undertaken to support the preparation of the Local Plan. 
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Table 5.1: Summary of likely sustainability effects for Local Plan Vision and Strategic Objectives 

SA objective  Local Plan 
Vision 

Objective 
1 

Objective 
2 

Objective 
3 

Objective 
4 

Objective 
5 

Objective 
6 

Objective 
7 

Objective 
8 

SA1: Biodiversity 
and geodiversity + 0 + 0 0 0 0 ++ + 

SA2: Pollution + 0 0 0 + ++ + 0 ++ 

SA3: Previously 
developed land + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 

SA4: Climate 
change + 0 0 0 + ++ + 0 ++ 

SA5: Flooding + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 

SA6: Landscape 
and townscape + ++ + 0 ++ 0 0 ++ 0 

SA7: Waste + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 

SA8: Sustainable 
transport + + + 0 ++ ++ 0 0 ++ 

SA9: Housing + 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 0 

SA10: Education + 0 0 0 + ++ 0 0 0 

SA11: Crime + ++ 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
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SA objective  Local Plan 
Vision 

Objective 
1 

Objective 
2 

Objective 
3 

Objective 
4 

Objective 
5 

Objective 
6 

Objective 
7 

Objective 
8 

SA12: Health and 
wellbeing + + ++ 0 0 ++ 0 + + 

SA13: Recreation + + ++ 0 0 ++ 0 + 0 

SA14: Services 
and facilities + 0 + 0 + ++ ++ 0 0 

SA15: Employment + 0 0 0 ++ + ++ 0 0 

SA16: Town 
centres + ++ 0 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 0 

SA17: Historic 
environment + ++ 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 
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5.20 Strategic Objective 3 directly addresses the need to deliver a sufficient 

supply of homes to meet the mixed and growing demand in the District. This 

would include the provision of affordable housing and housing choices for an 

ageing population. As such, a significant positive effect is expected in relation to 

SA objective 9: housing for this objective. Strategic Objective 4 would also 

support the development of town centres for residential opportunities and this 

could make a more modest contribution to meeting the local housing need. As 

such, a minor positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

5.21 A significant positive effect is expected in relation to SA objective 10: 

education for Strategic Objective 5 as it will ensure that new development 

occurs in accessible locations that can provide access for all sections of the 

community to education. Strategic Objective 4 is expected to have a minor 

positive effect in relation to SA objective 10. This policy seeks to provide 

opportunities for the development of skills in order to encourage a vibrant local 

economy and foster a successful workforce.  

5.22 Strategic Objective 1 directly address the delivery of high quality 

development that results in the creation of safe and accessible places. There 

are places in crime is deterred and fear of crime is reduced. As such, a 

significant positive effect is expected in relation to SA objective 11: crime. 

Strategic Objective 5 seeks to provide safe pedestrian and cycle movement 

within the District, and Strategic Objective 6 would ensure that town and local 

centres are attractive in order to improve their vitality and viability, thereby 

increasing footfall. These are both likely to deter and reduce opportunities for 

crime and, therefore, minor positive effects are expected in relation to SA 

objective 11 for these objectives.  

5.23 Strategic Objectives 2 and 5 directly address the health of the District's 

population and seek to maintain and improve. This is to be achieved by 

providing opportunities for healthy living, including the increase of physical 

activity in everyday lives and improving access to health facilities. As such, 

significant positive effects are expected in relation to SA objective 12: health 

and wellbeing for these two objectives. Strategic Objectives 1, 7 and 8 are also 

likely to contribute to improving the health and wellbeing of the population in the 
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District. By creating places that are safe, inclusive and accessible, conserving 

and enhancing the District's natural environment assets and avoiding 

environmental pollution, these objectives would help to support mental and 

physical wellbeing. As such, minor positive effects are expected in relation to 

SA objective 12 for Strategic Objectives 1, 7 and 8. 

5.24 Strategic Objectives 2 and 5 are likely to make a strong contribution to 

improving recreational opportunities for residents in the District. Strategic 

Objective 2 is supportive of leisure and sports facilities and Strategic Objective 

5 sets out an approach that would achieve safe active travel routes provided as 

part of new major developments. As such, a significant positive effect is 

expected for both of these objectives in relation to SA objective 13: recreation. 

Whilst less direct, Strategic Objectives 1 and 7 also have the potential to 

contribute to improving the quality of recreation areas for residents in the 

District. This is due to their commitments to preserving and enhancing the 

natural environment and the setting of historic environment assets, which area 

likely to include key recreational areas in the District. A minor positive effect is 

therefore expected for these objectives in relation to SA objective 13: 

recreation.  

5.25 A significant positive effect is identified for Strategic Objectives 5 and 6 in 

relation to SA objective 14: services and facilities. Strategic Objective 5 seeks to 

ensure that major developments are sites so that there is access to important 

services and facilities to meet the needs of residents. It sets out an approach 

that would deliver significant improvements to sustainable transport links for 

residents to access services and facilities further afield. Strategic Objective 6 

takes a comprehensive approach to town centres, by supporting growth of 

services and facilities relating to education, leisure, culture, tourism, shopping 

and health. A minor positive effect is expected for Strategic Objective 2 in 

relation to SA objective 14 as it supports the provision of sports facilities 

specifically. A minor positive effect is also expected for Strategic Objective 4 as 

it supports the development of town centres as hubs for cultural and leisure 

uses. 
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SA Objective Policy SO1.1 Policy S01.2 Policy SO1.3 

SA15: Economy 0 0 0 

SA16: Town 
centres 0 0 0 

SA17: Historic 
environment ++ ++ + 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for delivering high quality development 

that is distinctive, attractive and safe  

5.33 The preferred policies which sit under Strategic Objective 1 set out a 

focused approach to improving the District's historic environment, the quality of 

its built environment, and reducing crime and the fear of crime in the plan area. 

The policies are expected to have mostly negligible and positive effects in 

relation to the SA objectives against which they have been appraised.  

5.34 Policy SO1.2: Enhancing the quality of the built environment seeks to 

ensure that development proposals are designed to ensure the enhancement of 

natural assets and biodiversity. As such, a minor positive effect is expected in 

relation to SA objectives 1: biodiversity and geodiversity.  

5.35 Given that this policy also supports design that is respectful of cycleways 

and footpaths it may help to encourage an uptake of more active modes of 

transport. This is likely to help limit the release of air pollutants and greenhouse 

gases associated with vehicular travel. It will also help to encourage physical 

recreation in the plan area and is likely to benefit public health. Minor positive 

effects are therefore expected for this policy in relation to SA objectives 2: 

pollution, 4: climate change, 8: sustainable transport, 12: health and wellbeing 

and 13: recreation. Policy SO1.3: Creating safe places which deter crime and 

reduce the fear of crime is also expected to have minor positive effects in 

relation to SA objectives 12: health and wellbeing and 13: recreation. This policy 
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that are most accessible and that the design of the development supports 

access to these locations. A minor positive effect is therefore expected for this 

policy in relation to SA objective 14: services and facilities. 

5.39 Cannock Chase District is rich in heritage assets that play a key role in the 

diverse sense of place, community and cultural identity of the District. The Local 

Plan identifies a number of Conservation Areas, Scheduled Monuments, Listed 

Buildings and other designated and non-designated historic assets of local and 

national importance which play a role in sustaining local character and 

distinctiveness. Policies SO1.1: Protecting, conserving and enhancing the 

distinctive local historic environment and SO1.2: Enhancing the quality of the 

built environment both seek to conserve and enhance the local historic 

environment by limiting the potential for adverse impacts on designated and 

non-designated heritage assets within the plan area. Therefore, significant 

positive effects are likely in relation to SA objective 17: historic environment. 

While Policy SO1.3: Creating safe places which deter crime and reduce the fear 

of crime primarily seeks to promote design which will help to prevent crime the 

District, this approach is required to be achieved without detracting from 

attractive, high quality design. This policy is therefore likely to help conserve the 

setting of heritage assets in the plan area. A minor positive effect is expected in 

relation to SA objective 17: historic environment for Policy SO1.3. 

Strategic Objective 2: Creating Community 

Infrastructure and Healthy Living Opportunities 

Across the District 

5.40 This section summarises the SA findings for the preferred policy directions 

set out below Strategic Objective 2 in the Preferred Options Local Plan. 

5.41 Five preferred policy directions are presented in relation to creating 

community infrastructure and healthy living opportunities across the District, as 

shown in Table 5.2 below. The potential sustainability effects are described 

below the table. 
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SA 
objective  

Policy 
SO2.1 

Policy 
SO2.2 

Policy 
SO2.3 

Policy 
SO2.4 

Policy 
SO2.5 

SA7: Waste 0 0 0 0 0 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

+ + + + 0 

SA9: 
Housing -? -? -? -? -? 

SA10: 
Education + 0 0 + 0 

SA11: 
Crime 0 0 0 0 0 

SA12: 
Health and 
wellbeing 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

SA13: 
Recreation  ++ ++ ++ ++ + 

SA14: 
Services 
and facilities 

++ + + + 0 

SA15: 
Economy -? -? -? -? -? 

SA16: Town 
centres 0 0 0 0 0 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

0 0 0 0 0 
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5.45 Positive effects are also expected in relation to SA objective 2: pollution for 

Policies SO2.1: Safeguarding the provision of community infrastructure, SO2.2: 

Safeguarding health and amenity, SO2.3: Provision of active leisure and sport 

facilities and SO2.4: Providing opportunities for healthy living and activity. 

These policies aim to provide well designed, safe and convenient routes for 

walking and cycling. These routes are likely to encourage the use of active 

travel and reduce the usage of private cars thereby reducing pollutants from 

these sources. The positive effect expected for Policy SO2.2 is likely to be 

significant. The policy is specifically set out to protect residents from various 

types of pollution, including noise and odours.  

5.46 Given the support through these policies provided for the uptake of more 

active modes of transport minor positive effects are also expected in relation to 

SA objective 8: sustainable transport. Positive effects are expected for each of 

these policies in relation to SA objective 4: climate change considering the 

potential for modal shift to limit greenhouse gas emissions in the plan area. In 

addition, the opportunity for local food growing, supported through Policy 

SO2.5: Allotments and community food growing, could contribute to reducing 

food miles and therefore limit greenhouse gas emissions. A positive effect is 

therefore also expected for this policy in relation to SA objective 4. The positive 

effect expected for Policy SO2.2 is likely to significant. In addition to supporting 

the greenspace network which would help to mitigate the adverse impacts of 

climate change, this policy requires major development proposals to achieve 

the lowest carbon emissions that can practically and viably be achieved.  

5.47 The support for linking and adding to the District-wide greenspace network 

and the provision of new spaces such as allotments as supported through 

Policies SO2.2, SO2.3, SO2.4 and SO2.5 is likely to help conserve greenfield 

land. This approach could help to promote the use of brownfield sites. A minor 

positive effect is therefore expected in relation to SA objective 3: previously 

developed land for these four policies.  

5.48 The principle of protecting greenspace, which is set out through each 

policy (including Policy SO2.1: Safeguarding the provision of community 

infrastructure which could include greenspaces providing active leisure or sport 
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uses) would help to maintain areas of undeveloped land where surface water 

infiltration can safely occur. In addition, Policies SO2.2: Safeguarding health 

and amenity and SO2.4: Providing opportunities for healthy living and activity 

set out how major developments should ensure they link to or add to 

sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). A minor positive effect is therefore likely 

for Policies SO2.1, SO2.2, SO2.3, SO2.4 and SO2.5 in relation to SA objective 

5: flooding.  

5.49 As Policy SO2.1 is likely to safeguard existing and support the delivery 

new community infrastructure. As this would include education facilities, this 

policy is likely to have minor positive effects on SA objective 10: education. 

Policy SO2.4 is also expected to have a minor positive effect in relation to this 

SA objective. This policy specifically encourages measures that would improve 

access to education facilities by active modes of transport. 

5.50 The protection of existing and the delivery of new community 

infrastructure, greenspace, allotments, active travel routes and leisure and sport 

facilities is likely to have a significant impact in relation to health and wellbeing. 

Benefits are likely to be achieved by providing opportunities and facilities for 

recreation and leisure in the District as supported by Policies SO2.1: 

Safeguarding the provision of community infrastructure, SO2.2: Safeguarding 

health and amenity, SO2.3: Provision of active leisure and sport facilities and 

SO2.4: Providing opportunities for healthy living and activity. The support 

Policies SO2.1 and SO2.2 provide for new community infrastructure and 

accessible developments is also likely to help reduce isolation in Cannock 

Chase.  

5.51 While rates of physical inactivity in the District are reported to be above the 

England average, the proportion of residents in the District who are overweight 

or obese is higher than for England and the West Midlands. Health and 

wellbeing therefore remains an important issue for the District. The 

opportunities afforded for local healthy food choices by Policy SO2.5: 

Allotments and community food growing will also help to address disparities in 

public health in the area. A significant positive effect is therefore expected in 

relation to SA objectives 12: health and 13: recreation for the majority of the 
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preferred policies under Strategic Objective 2. The exception to this is Policy 

SO2.5. Allotments and community food growing sites would provide direct 

support for public health in the plan area, but would be less supportive of 

allowing for opportunities for recreation. The positive effect expected for this 

policy in relation to SA objective 13 is therefore is likely to be minor. 

5.52 The provision of additional community infrastructure in the plan area is 

likely to be of particular importance for residents in terms of access to services 

and facilities as development is provided over the plan period. A significant 

positive effect is therefore expected in relation to SA objective 14: services and 

facilities for Policy SO2.1. Policies SO.2.2, SO2.3 and SO2.4 would ensure that 

specific types of facilities (including new sports provision) are delivered in the 

plan area and that all development is made accessible to all types of people. 

They are also supportive of active travel routes that could improve access to 

services and facilities in the plan area. Therefore, these three preferred policies 

are expected to have a minor positive effect in relation to SA objective 14: 

services and facilities. 

5.53 Each of the preferred policies under Strategic Objective 2 would potentially 

make specific areas less acceptable to accommodate new development in 

planning terms, through their designation as part of the greenspace network or 

as protected community infrastructure. It is expected that despite any 

designations of this type the housing and employment needs for the District 

would still be met. As such an uncertain minor negative effect is expected in 

relation to SA objective 9: housing and SA objective 15: economy for each 

policy.  

Strategic Objective 3: Provide for housing choice 

5.54 This section summarises the SA findings for the preferred policy directions 

set out below Strategic Objective 3 in the Preferred Options Local Plan.  

5.55 Four preferred policy directions are presented in relation to providing 

housing choice in the District. The appraisal of the preferred policies presented 
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increased transport movements and following construction through increased 

transport movements and recreational pressures. As such, an overall significant 

negative effect is expected for Policy SO3.1 in relation to SA objective 1: 

biodiversity and geodiversity (although it is recognised that other allocated sites 

may have only minor negative or no effects on biodiversity). The effect identified 

is uncertain as appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and could even 

result in beneficial effects on the natural environment.  

5.58 There is potential for the delivery of new housing to result in increased 

traffic on already congested routes. This may have implications for air quality, 

particularly where a site is closely connected to an Air Quality Management 

Area. Strategic housing allocations C116(a,) C489 and C352/SH1 (to the south 

of Lichfield Road (A5190)), N33/SH5 and N279/SH3 (at Hednesford Road and 

Wimblebury Road, respectively) are likely to result in increased traffic in Five 

Ways Island AQMA that they are linked to. As such, a significant negative effect 

is expected for Policy SO3.1 in relation to SA objective 2: pollution. SA objective 

2 also seeks to protect and enhance air, water and soil. None of the sites lie 

within SPZs, meaning that effects relating to water quality are considered 

unlikely to result, however, other issues arising from new residential 

development may include noise pollution and the loss of high quality agricultural 

soil. A number of the allocated sites, including those mentioned above, are 

adjacent to A-roads and therefore residents within the new development could 

be subject to noise pollution. Some housing allocations, including strategic sites 

C116a C489 and C352/SH1, contain substantial areas of Grade 3 agricultural 

soil, but it is unknown whether it is Grade 3a or the lower quality Grade 3b and 

therefore the severity of the negative impacts arising from this loss of high 

quality soil are uncertain. However, Policy SO3.1 includes a number of sites 

within urban areas on previously developed land. As such, a minor positive 

effect for protecting soils is expected in combination with the negative effect 

identified in relation to SA objective 2: pollution. The overall balance of larger 

sites on both greenfield land and brownfield land (which includes the Rugeley 

Power Station site) mean that mixed significant negative and significant positive 

effects are expected for Policy SO3.1 in relation to SA objective 3: previously 

developed land.  
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5.59 The scale of housing delivery proposed in Policy SO3.1 is likely to result in 

increased carbon emissions in Cannock Chase District arising from associated 

transport and domestic energy use. As such, a significant negative effect is 

expected for Policy SO3.1 in relation to SA objective 4: climate change. 

However, there is potential for the allocated sites contribution to climate change 

to be mitigated through their location in relation to key services and facilities. In 

the case of some strategic sites outlined in Policy SO3.1, they are in close 

proximity to Hawks Green District Centre and Heath Hayes Local Centre (sites 

C116a, C489 and C352/SH1), Norton Canes Local Centre (site N33/SH5) and 

Brereton Local Centre (site R32/SH4). These sites are in close proximity to 

some services and facilities and are therefore less likely to result in reliance on 

private car travel amongst residents. In addition, the larger scales sites have the 

potential to be able to support the delivery of new services and facilities as part 

of development. Therefore, a minor positive effect is expected on combination 

with the negative effect identified for Policy SO3.1 in relation to SA objective 4: 

climate change.  

5.60 Sites that are in close proximity to or are within the Town Centres identified 

through the Local Plan centre hierarchy are likely to have access to the widest 

range of services and facilities and transport links. Policy SO3.1 includes the 

delivery of sites within and adjacent to the urban edge of Hednesford, Cannock 

and Rugeley. As such, a significant positive effect is expected for the policy in 

relation to SA objective 14: services and facilities. The policy suggests that 

some housing in more rural areas could be supported in certain circumstances, 

such as through demonstrated local needs identified in local plan. This could 

result in some small housing development schemes in areas where there is 

poor access to services and facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore also 

expected in combination for the policy in relation to SA objective 14: services 

and facilities. Each of the town centres cited above also contains a train station 

and a number of bus stops and therefore a significant positive effect is expected 

for the policy in relation to SA objective 8: sustainable transport. However, as 

stated before, some residential development could be supported in rural areas 

through the policy which may result in poor access to transport links for new 

residents in those areas. As such the positive effect identified is combined with 

a minor negative effect. The support that the delivery of sites within and 

adjacent to larger urban areas is likely to provide to the vitality and viability of 
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to the local economy, in terms of jobs created during the construction phase 

and increased spending in the area following construction. As such, a significant 

positive effect is expected for the policy in relation to SA objective 9: housing 

and a minor positive effect is expected in relation to SA objective 15: economy. 

A strategic allocation to the south of Lichfield Road included within the policy is 

seeking to provide 875 dwellings and therefore may be of a scale to provide 

new education facilities onsite, although this is uncertain. Additionally, the 

proximity of the majority of the sites to key Town Centres and Local Centres is 

likely to ensure that there is adequate access to education facilities amongst 

new residents. It is noted that some of the sites to the east of Heath Hayes, 

which would form an extension of that settlement into the Green Belt at Lichfield 

Road and Wimblebury Road would provide more limited access to secondary 

schools. As such, an uncertain mixed significant positive and minor negative 

effect is expected for the policy in relation to SA objective 10: education. 

Whether existing schools in the area will have capacity to accommodate the 

new development is uncertain at this stage. Similarly, the location of the 

majority of the sites adjacent to key Town Centres and Local Centres means 

that many residents will be able to access healthcare facilities in close 

proximity. However, as above, there is potential for there to be insufficient 

capacity for healthcare facilities to cope with increased resident numbers and 

therefore the significant positive effect identified in relation to SA objective 12: 

health and wellbeing is uncertain. The vast majority of the allocated sites are in 

close proximity to areas of open space and public rights of way that could be 

used for recreation and give access to open countryside respectively. 

Additionally, sites over 100 dwellings, including C116a C489 and C352/SH1 

and N33/SH5, have the potential to introduce new open space as part of 

development that could be used for recreational purposes. As such, a 

significant positive effect is expected for the policy in relation to SA objective 13: 

recreation.  

5.65 Historic environment assets within the District are likely to be impacted by 

the scale of new residential development proposed. This is particularly true of 

development at Rugeley, which contains a high concentration of heritage 

designations within a Conservation Area. In some cases, these allocations are 

within 500m of heritage assets and therefore there is potential for adverse 

impacts. The heritage impact assessment work [See reference 34] undertaken 
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SA objective  Policy SO3.2 Policy SO3.3 Policy SO3.4 

SA5: Flooding 0 0 - 

SA6: Landscape 
and townscape 0 0 +/-? 

SA7: Waste 0 0 + 

SA8: Sustainable 
transport 0 0 +/- 

SA9: Housing ++? ++ ++ 

SA10: Education 0 0 0 

SA11: Crime 0 0 0 

SA12: Health and 
wellbeing + + + 

SA13: Recreation  0 0 + 

SA14: Services 
and facilities 0 0 + 

SA15: Economy 0 0 0 

SA16: Town 
centres 0 0 0 

SA17: Historic 
environment 0 0 +/-? 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for delivering an appropriate mix and high 

quality of housing in the District  

5.66 Negligible effects are identified in relation to the majority of the SA 

objectives for Policies SO3.2: Housing choice and SO3.3: Delivering high 

quality housing as their focus is constrained to type of housing and quality of 

housing. Policy SO3.4: Gypsies, travellers and travelling show people focuses 
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on new sites for gypsies, travellers and travelling show people, therefore effects 

against this policy are likely to be similar to Policy SO3.1.  

5.67 A significant positive effect is expected for all three policies in relation to 

SA objective 9: housing. In the case of SO3.2, this is due to a requirement in 

the policy that, on the basis of local evidence, a suitable mix of housing sizes, 

types and tenures should be delivered to ensure all housing needs are met 

within Cannock Chase District. The includes 20% affordable housing on 

housing schemes of over 10 homes. Uncertainty is attached to the positive 

effect identified for Policy SO3.1 as the affordable housing requirement could 

have implications for the viability of housing schemes, but this is unknown at 

this stage (as the viability study for the Local Plan has not yet been completed). 

In the case of Policy SO3.3, quality standards are set out in terms of space for 

living and requirements for households with occupants that have health 

problems or disabilities. This is likely to ensure that the future housing stock in 

the District is of a high quality for a range of people. Policy SO3.4 will also 

contribute positively to meeting different types of housing need in the District as 

it safeguards existing authorised Gypsies and Travellers and Travelling 

Showpeople sites from other development, and also sets out criteria to be met 

for proposals for new sites outside of the Green Belt to help meet the identified 

need for 11 new sites.  

5.68 The aspects of the policies noted above will also be beneficial to the health 

and wellbeing of current and future residents in the District by providing high 

quality housing and sites to live on for all people. Furthermore, Policy SO3.4: 

Gypsies, travellers and travelling show people sets out that sites for Gypsy and 

Traveller accommodation must be well designed to protect residential amenity 

for those within the site and for neighbouring occupiers. As such, a minor 

positive effect is expected for all of the policies in relation to SA objective 12: 

health and wellbeing. Policy SO3.4 also indicates that proposed sites for 

Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show people will be supported where they 

include provision of play facilities onsite. As such, a minor positive effect is 

expected for this policy in relation to SA objective 13: recreation. 
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5.69 Policy SO3.4 limits the potential for development for Gypsy and Traveller 

accommodation in the Green Belt. However, regardless of their specific 

location, the development of new sites for Gypsies and Travellers as supported 

through this policy is likely to increase noise and air pollution, energy use, 

transport movements and recreational pressures on biodiversity sites. 

Furthermore, increased transport movements will result in an increase in carbon 

emissions in the District. These impacts are likely as developments are 

constructed as well as once sites are occupied. Policy SO3.4 is therefore likely 

to have minor negative effects in relation to SA objectives 1: biodiversity and 

geodiversity, 2: pollution, 4: climate change and 8: sustainable transport. The 

minor negative effect expected for SA objectives 2, 4 and 8 are combined with a 

minor positive effect. The limiting of the development of Gypsy and Traveller 

sites in the Green Belt could help to promote development in areas which are 

well related to the existing settlements in the plan area, thereby reducing the 

need to travel by private vehicle. Considering the potential to support 

development where there is a good level of access to services and facilities, a 

minor positive effect is also expected in relation to SA objective 14: services 

and facilities for Policy SO3.4. 

5.70 The policy is also likely to result in some greenfield land take for the 

development of the 11 sites plots supported as well as supporting infrastructure 

required. In addition, there is potential for development to result in increased 

local flood risk due to an increase in impermeable surfaces. As such, a minor 

negative effect is expected for Policy SO3.4 in relation to SA objectives 3: 

previously developed land and 5: flooding. 

5.71 Policy SO3.4: Gypsies, travellers and travelling show people requires that 

development sites have suitable access to facilities for waste disposal. 

Providing access to waste management facilities (including recycling) is likely to 

help promote the handling of waste in line with the waste hierarchy. Therefore, 

a minor positive effect is expected for this policy in relation to SA objective 7: 

waste. 

5.72 Landscape character and the setting of heritage assets within the District 

could also be impacted upon by new development proposals. Given that the 



Chapter 5 Sustainability appraisal findings for the policies in the Preferred 
Options Local Plan 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

 179 

policy limits the potential for development in the Green Belt it may help to 

protect areas of open countryside which contribute to local character and the 

setting of heritage assets. It is recognised that the Green Belt designation does 

not align directly with areas of highest landscape value, however it takes in 

much of the land within the Cannock Chase AONB. It also helps to prevent the 

coalescence of settlements in the District, thereby contributing positively to their 

individual character. Overall a mixed minor positive and minor negative effect is 

identified in relation to SA objectives 6: landscape and townscape and 17: 

historic environment. These impacts will be influenced by the design of 

developments which come forward and this is currently unknown. The effects 

recorded in relation to SA objectives 6 and 17 are therefore uncertain.  

Strategic Objective 4: A vibrant local economy 

and workforce 

5.73 This section summarises the SA findings for the preferred policy directions 

set out below Strategic Objective 4 in the Preferred Options Local Plan.  

5.74 Five preferred policy directions are presented in relation to encouraging a 

vibrant local economy and workforce in the District. The appraisal of the 

preferred policies presented under this objective is split between the more 

strategic issues of safeguarding Existing Employment Areas and supporting the 

provision of new employment uses in the District (Policies SO4.1 and SO4.2) 

and those which relate to the more specific and self-contained issues of the 

rural economy, live work units and provisions for local employment and 

employment skills (Policies SO4.3 to SO4.5).  

5.75 The effects for policies SO4.1 and SO4.2 are shown in Table 5.5 and for 

policies SO4.3 to SO4.5 are shown in Table 5.6, both of which are below. The 

potential sustainability effects are described below each table. 
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SA objective  Policy SO4.1 Policy SO4.2 

SA11: Crime 0 0 

SA12: Health and 
wellbeing +/- +/- 

SA13: Recreation  + ++ 

SA14: Services and 
facilities +/- +/- 

SA15: Economy ++ ++ 

SA16: Town centres + ++ 

SA17: Historic 
environment -? -? 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for protecting existing employment land 

and supporting new employment development in the District  

5.76 As new development is provided in the plan, there is likely to be some 

increased level of pollution and human activities which could place increased 

pressures on biodiversity and lead to habitat disturbance. The sites set out for 

protection as Existing Employment Areas through Policy SO4.1: Safeguarding 

existing employment areas are already in employment use. While these sites 

may be less sensitive given their current uses, the policy allows for change of 

use in some circumstances which could lead to additional impact; particularly in 

relation to recreation pressures if residential development were to occur. Policy 

SO4.2: Provision for new employment uses could lead to sites providing new 

employment uses and the extension of existing employment sites. The 

continued employment uses or intensification or change of use at Existing 

Employment Areas in Cannock and Hednesford could have impacts on nearby 

local nature conservation designations including Hednesford Brickworks Site of 

Biological Importance (SBI) and Mill Green Nature Park SBI. New employment 

allocations at Norton Canes, set out through Policy SO4.2 are in close proximity 
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to School Lane SBI and there is potential for impacts on this local designation. 

Therefore, uncertain negative effects are recorded for Policies SO4.1 and 

SO4.2 in relation to SA objective 1: biodiversity. 

5.77 The Existing Employment Areas set out in Policy SO4.1 are predominantly 

brownfield sites and protecting these areas for employment could prevent the 

loss of greenfield land at other locations. The sites allocated for employment 

uses through Policy SO4.2: Provision for new employment uses are spread 

across greenfield and brownfield land, although only the Turf Field, Watling 

Street site contains a substantial proportion of Grade 3 agricultural land or 

higher. Where land is identified as Grade 3 agricultural land, it is uncertain 

whether it falls within Grade 3a or the lower quality Grade 3b and therefore the 

severity of the negative impacts arising from this loss of high quality soil are 

uncertain. None of these sites lie within an SPZ. However, the location of 

Existing Employment Areas and the new employment allocations could result in 

increased levels of traffic within the Five Ways Island AQMA at Heath Hayes 

and the AQMA along Watling Street between Norton Canes and Cannock town. 

Increases in traffic are most likely where new sites are allocated for 

development (i.e. SO4.2 rather than continuation of employment uses at 

existing sites under policy SO4.1). Policy SO4.2 seeks to mitigate these 

potential effects by requiring that office and light industry uses are directed to 

town centres, and that proposals for new employment development should 

safeguard and enhance active travel and sustainable travel opportunities, both 

of which should enable new employees to access employment locations via 

walking, cycling and public transport, limiting car use. In addition, proposals 

involving distribution and large numbers of HGV movements which could impact 

air quality will be directed to areas with good access to the Strategic Road 

Network where impacts might be avoided and mitigated. Overall, an uncertain 

minor negative effect is expected for both policies in relation to SA objective 2: 

pollution. A minor positive effect is expected in combination for Policy SO4.1: 

Safeguarding existing employment areas given the potential for preserving 

greenfield land and higher value agricultural soils. 

5.78 Given the potential to help achieve a more efficient use of land through 

Policy SO4.1, a minor positive effect is expected in relation to SA objective 3: 

previously developed land. Policy SO4.2 could result in greenfield land take 
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where new employment sites are allocated and extensions to existing sites 

occur. This includes some sites which are predominantly greenfield within the 

Green Belt to the south east of Cannock town and south of Norton Canes. A 

significant negative effect is recorded in relation to SA objective 3 for this Policy 

SO4.2. 

5.79 The retention of Existing Employment Areas and provision of new 

employment in the District is likely to help ensure residents have nearby access 

to these types of opportunities. Many of the Existing Employment Areas in 

particular are located within the currently developed areas of the larger 

settlements in Cannock Chase. This will help reduce the need for residents to 

travel longer distances. Where established sites are protected there may also 

be potential for sustainable transport links and car sharing to develop. 

Nevertheless, the potential intensification of existing uses and new employment 

uses as supported through both policies are likely to result in increased travel to 

employment sites. Some sites are less well related to the larger settlements, 

including some Existing Employment Areas and new allocations in the Green 

Belt. The protection of Existing Employment Areas (Policy SO4.1) is expected 

to result in less change in commuting patterns and a mixed minor positive and 

minor negative effect is recorded in relation to SA objective 4: climate change.  

5.80 Policy SO4.2 seeks to mitigate the potential adverse impacts relating to 

travel longer distances to new employment sites by focussing use class E 

developments to town centres where sustainable transport is likely to be 

accessible. It also requires that employment development enhances active 

travel and sustainable travel opportunities. Furthermore, Policy SO4.2 supports 

employment growth in sectors which promote clean growth principles and 

renewable technologies. Overall a mixed significant positive and significant 

negative effect in relation to SA objective 4: climate change is expected for 

Policy SO4.2. 

5.81 The Existing Employment Areas included through Policy SO4.1 include 

one site which falls mostly within flood zone 2 at the Power Station Road 

Business Area in Rugeley. The new employment allocation at Power Station 

Road also falls within this same area of higher flood risk. As the Existing 
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Employment Areas set out through Policy SO4.1 are already developed for 

employment, it is expected that any increase in development within this higher 

flood risk area would be limited. Policy SO4.2: Provision for new employment 

uses could lead to a higher level of development within this area. A negligible 

effect is therefore recorded in relation to SA objective 5: flooding for Policy 

SO4.1 and a minor negative effect is recorded for Policy SO4.2. 

5.82 It is likely that the protection of mostly brownfield sites which are already 

currently in employment, through Policy SO4.1 would have limited impact on 

local character. Many of these sites lie within the existing urban areas although 

some are on land with moderate landscape sensitivity to development. While 

some lie within the Cannock Chase AONB, the maintenance as employment 

sites would have more limited impacts than if new employment sites were to be 

developed within the designation. The allocation of new employment land 

through Policy SO4.2 could lead to increased disruption of landscape character 

in the District. This includes land within the existing urban areas as well as land 

of moderate landscape sensitivity to the south east of Cannock and south of 

Norton Canes. None of the sites allocated lie within or close to the Cannock 

Chase AONB. Therefore, a negligible effect is expected for Policy SO4.1 and a 

minor negative effect is expected for Policy SO4.2 in relation to SA objective 6: 

landscape and townscape. The effect for Policy SO4.2 is uncertain given that 

effects on the townscape will be influenced by the design of any proposals 

which come forward, which is unknown at this stage. 

5.83 The safeguarding of Existing Employment Sites (Policy SO4.1) to allow for 

predominantly employment uses (and alternative use where certain criteria are 

met) could allow for the re-use of a small amount of brownfield land in the 

District. The new employment allocations set out through Policy SO4.2 would 

involve some greenfield land take, but also includes some sizeable brownfield 

sites, including land at Rugeley Power Station. At brownfield sites there may be 

potential for re-use of existing buildings and materials and therefore, a positive 

effect is expected in relation to SA objective 7: waste for both policies. The 

positive effect expected for Policy SO4.2 is significant considering the large 

scale of some of the sites allocated. Policy SO4.2 is also expressly supportive 

of employment growth in sectors which promote clean growth principles and 
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renewable technologies, which as well as supporting benefits relating to climate 

change, could support growth in waste management sectors.  

5.84 The potential to promote modal shift towards more sustainable transport 

modes is similar to that described above in relation to SA objective 4: climate 

change. As discussed, both policies (and Policy SO4.2 in particular) could result 

in increased travel in the plan area as new employees travel to the employment 

locations. The protection of existing and provision of new local employment 

opportunities is, however, likely to reduce the need to commute longer 

distances. Many of the Existing Employment Areas, in particular, are located 

within the currently developed areas of the larger settlements in Cannock 

Chase where many residents can easily access them. Some sites are less well 

related to the larger settlements, including some Existing Employment Areas 

and new allocations in the Green Belt. Existing Employment Areas and new site 

allocations sites that are identified near Cannock town centre would support 

increased use of Cannock railway station, while there are also a small number 

of Existing Employment Areas near to Rugeley railway station. Policy SO4.2 

seeks to offset the potential increase in travel resulting from new employment 

uses in the plan area by requiring that these uses enhance active travel and 

sustainable travel opportunities. Overall, a mixed minor positive and negative 

effect is expected for both policies appraised in relation to SA objective 8: 

sustainable transport. For Policy SO4.2 the negative effect expected in 

combination is likely to be significant, as it includes new site allocations that are 

not well related to sustainable transport links and it supports high frequency of 

HGV movements relating to distribution uses. 

5.85 Policies SO4.1: and SO4.2 are focussed on safeguarding existing and 

providing new employment land to meet the potential shortfall in employment 

land identified. Neither policy is expected to make a substantial contribution to 

the housing supply in the District. Policy SO4.1 could allow for some new 

residential uses where certain criteria are met to change from the existing 

employment use. However, the policy is not expressly supportive of this type of 

use. Therefore, a negligible effect is expected for both policies in relation to SA 

objective 9: housing. It is also not expected that either policy would provide any 

substantial support for educational attainment in the plan area. A negligible 
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effect is therefore expected in relation to SA objective 10: education for Policies 

SO4.1 and SO4.2.  

5.86 Many of the Existing Employment Areas and the new employment 

allocations are located in close proximity to healthcare facilities at the town and 

local centres of Cannock, Rugeley and Norton Canes. This includes the Colliery 

Practice (Cannock) and Alderwood Medical Practice at Cannock, Aelfgar 

Surgery and Brereton Surgery by Rugeley and North Cane Surgery. At 

Cannock this incudes Cannock Chase Hospital, while residents at Rugeley 

would have nearby access to Aelfgar Surgery and those at Hednesford would 

have nearby access to St John's Surgery. There is also good access to green 

space network from most locations. Site users at these locations may be able to 

make use of these facilities at break times and before and after work, with a 

positive effect on SA objective 12: health and wellbeing. Some of the sites are 

less well related to healthcare facilities, however, and this includes some within 

the Green Belt.  

5.87 The requirement through Policy SO4.1 for changes of use at Existing 

Employment Areas to provide improvements in residential and environmental 

amenity could help to protect human health in the plan area. Policy SO4.2 sets 

out the requirement for new employment allocations to enhance accessibility to 

the green space network and this is likely to benefit health and wellbeing as well 

as opportunities for recreation. A positive effect is expected for both policies in 

relation to SA objectives 12: health and wellbeing and 13: recreation. The 

positive effect is combined with a minor negative effect in relation SA objective 

12 for both policies given the more limited access to healthcare from some 

sites. The positive effect expected in relation to SA objective 13 for Policy 

SO4.2 is significant as it supports the enhancement of accessibility to the green 

space network. 

5.88 The location of the majority of the Existing Employment Areas (Policy 

SO4.1) within the developed areas of the larger settlements is likely to provide 

nearby access to services and facilities. More notable exceptions to this are the 

sites to the north of Cannock and Hednesford that lie within the Green Belt as 

well as those to the south of Norton Canes. Many of the new employment sites 
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set out through Policy SO4.2 are also located within the existing larger urban 

areas of Cannock and Rugeley were there will be access to services as well as 

bus stops which allow for access to those further afield. Through this policy 

employment development would also occur to the south of Norton Canes within 

the Green Belt. These locations are separated from the built up area by the M6 

which could limit access to services at the settlement. A mixed positive and 

minor negative effect is therefore expected for both policies in relation to SA 

objective 14: services and facilities. For Policy SO4.4.2 the positive effect is 

significant given that it supports uses such as nurseries, afterschool clubs and 

other uses at existing employment sites which could benefit employees. 

5.89 Significant positive effects are expected for Policies SO4.1 and SO4.2 in 

relation to SA objective 15: economy. These policies will help maintain and 

provide the required level of employment land for Cannock Chase which is 

identified as 50 hectares over the plan period. Policy SO4.1 allows the changing 

of uses at Existing Employment Areas where there is overriding and 

demonstrable economic benefit. This should provide flexibility in the District to 

help meet changing economic demands. Policy SO4.2 supports schemes for 

manufacturing and distribution. This responds positively to the findings of the 

EDNA (2019) which identified that 80% of employment land should be made 

available for industrial/distribution and warehousing. 

5.90 Both policies would support employment uses at town centre or close to 

town centre locations. This could support increased footfall to the town centres 

and support their viability. Policy SO4.2: requires that new employment 

development within use class E is directed to the town centres. These uses 

include shops, financial and professional uses and restaurants and cafes which 

are considered most suitable to support the successful functioning of town 

centres. Providing these uses at town centres will also help to ensure a suitably 

diverse range of uses. Overall, a minor positive effect is expected for Policy 

SO4.1 and a significant positive effect is expected for Policy SO4.2 in relation to 

SA objective 16: town centres. 

5.91 The maintenance of existing employment uses and potential intensification 

or extension of sites and delivery of new employment uses in the plan area 
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Table 5.6: Summary of likely sustainability effects for remaining 

employment policies for Local Plan Strategic Objective 4 

(Policies SO4.3 and SO4.5) 

SA objective  Policy SO4.3 Policy SO4.4 Policy SO4.5 

SA1: Biodiversity 
and geodiversity  +? - 0 

SA2: Pollution +/-? +? 0 

SA3: Previously 
developed land + 0 0 

SA4: Climate 
Change  +/-? +? 0 

SA5: Flooding -? -? 0 

SA6: Landscape 
and townscape +/-? + + 

SA7: Waste 0 0 0 

SA8: Sustainable 
transport 0 0 0 

SA9: Housing 0 0 0 

SA10: Education + 0 + 

SA11: Crime 0 0 0 

SA12: Health and 
wellbeing -? -? 0 

SA13: Recreation  -? -? 0 

SA14: Services 
and facilities 0 0 0 

SA15: Economy ++ ++ ++ 

SA16: Town 
centres 0 + + 
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less reliable thereby increasing greenhouse gas emissions within the area. As 

such, minor negative effects are expected for Policy SO4.3 for SA objectives 2: 

pollution and 4: climate change. However, minor positive effects are expected 

against Policy SO4.3 for SA objectives 2: pollution and 4: climate change as the 

policy aims to safeguard the canal network for long term potential which could 

encourage use of the canal as a sustainable mode of transport thereby 

minimising greenhouse gas emissions associated with transport. Policy SO4.4 

is also expected to have minor positive effects on those SA objectives as the 

policy encourages home working within residential areas which could reduce 

the need to travel to work.  

5.95 Policy SO4.3 seeks to reuse suitable buildings for employment uses and 

tourist accommodation. This approach could help to promote the use of 

brownfield sites within the rural areas of the District. Therefore, minor positive 

effects are expected against SA objective 3: previously developed land. Policy 

SO4.4 and SO4.5 are not expected to impact upon the potential to use land in a 

more efficient manner in the District.  

5.96 A minor negative effect with uncertainty is expected against Policy SO4.3 

in relation to SA objective 5: flooding as additional development is likely to 

increase the risk of flooding through the increase in impermeable surfaces, but 

the exact location for development is uncertain at this stage.  

5.97  It is recognised that new development within the countryside could be 

detrimental to the character and openness of the rural area. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is expected for Policy SO4.3 in relation to SA objective 6: 

landscape and townscape. However, this policy is also expected to have a 

minor positive effect against this SA objective as the policy seeks to safeguard 

and enhance the character of the rural area, especially with regard to the 

Cannock Chase AONB and the Green Belt. Uncertainty is also attached as the 

design and location of development is not yet finalised. Policies SO4.4 and 

SO4.5 are also expected to have minor positive effects against this SA objective 

as an increased level of people working from home and local training and 

employment creation can provide support to the wider local economy and local 

centres thereby supporting the revitalisation of local centres. Furthermore, 
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Policies SO4.4 and SO4.5 are likely to have a minor positive effect on SA 

objective 16: town centres as additional local employment is likely to lead to 

increased footfall within the main centres of the District.  

5.98 Policies SO4.3 and SO4.5 are likely to have minor positive effects on SA 

objective 10: education. This is because Policy SO4.3 will display educational 

material on how visitors to the area can access local attractions throughout the 

District in ways that are respectful to the natural and historic environments, 

thereby raising awareness. Policy SO4.5 ensures that proposals for major 

development will contribute to the training and employability of local residents 

thereby improving the local economy.  

5.99 Impacts on health and recreation will be dependent upon how land take to 

support employment growth impacts opportunities for physical activity in the 

District. Policies SO4.3 and SO4.3 could support more development in the 

District and some of this could potentially occurring at open space within the 

urban area or within accessible areas of the countryside at the Green Belt. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected in relation to SA objectives 12: health 

and wellbeing and 13: recreation for these two policies. 

5.100 Each of these three policies seek to provide a different aspect to the 

overarching economic strategy to help meet the overall economic needs of the 

District over the plan period. As such, a significant positive effect is expected in 

relation to SA objective 15: economy for each policy. Policy SO4.3 would 

support proposals within the rural area to continue the growth of sustainable 

tourism and rural economy. Policies SO4.4 and SO4.5 both seek to provide 

additional space for employment, however they aim to provide additional 

development in different ways. Policy SO4.4 seeks to provide additional 

workspace within residential developments to accommodate the growing 

amount of people who work from home due to the COVID-19 pandemic and are 

likely to continue to want to do so. Policy SO4.5 seeks to support the training 

and employability of local residents by requiring that major developments that 

support substantial employment opportunities prepare an Employment and 

Skills Plan.  
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SA 
objective  

Policy 
SO5.1 

Policy 
SO5.2 

Policy 
SO5.3 

Policy 
SO5.4 

Policy 
SO5.5 

Policy 
SO5.6 

Policy 
SO5.7 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

++ + ++ ++ + ++ +? 

SA9: 
Housing 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 

SA10: 
Education 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

SA11: 
Crime 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

SA12: 
Health and 
wellbeing 

+ + + + + + + 

SA13: 
Recreation  + 0 + + + + 0 

SA14: 
Services 
and facilities 

++ + + ++ + + + 

SA15: 
Economy + ++ + ++ + 0 0 

SA16: Town 
centres + + + + 0 + + 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for delivering choices for sustainable 
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SA objective  Policy SO6.1 Policy SO6.2 Policy SO6.3 Policy SO6.4 

and 
townscape 

SA7: Waste 0 0 0 0 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

+ + + ++ 

SA9: Housing 0 0 0 + 

SA10: 
Education 0 0 0 0 

SA11: Crime 0 0 + + 

SA12: Health 
and wellbeing 0 0 0 ++ 

SA13: 
Recreation  0 0 0 0 

SA14: 
Services and 
facilities 

++ ++ ++ 0 

SA15: 
Economy ++ ++/- + 0 

SA16: Town 
centres ++ ++ ++/- ++ 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

++ 0 + ++ 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for creation of attractive town and local 

centres by maintaining the hierarchy of centres and 
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5.121 Policies SO6.3: Safeguarding existing town centre services and SO6.4: 

Town centre design are expected to help support developments with active 

frontages and the creation of well-lit streets which will limit the potential for 

crime, the fear of crime, and anti-social behaviour in the area. A minor positive 

effect is therefore expected in relation to SA objective 11: crime for both 

policies.  

5.122 The town centres of the District not only provide the strongest access to 

services and facilities in the plan area but also plan a role in supporting local 

economic growth. The Covid-19 pandemic challenges the more traditional role 

of town centres as locations for concentrations of retail, leisure and office use, 

meaning there is potential need for increased flexibility in the types of uses that 

will be accessible in town centre areas. This point considered, the maintenance 

of the hierarchy of town centres in line with Policy SO6.1: Hierarchy of town and 

local centres is likely to be important for supporting access to services and 

facilities and local economic growth in the District. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is expected in relation to SA objectives 14: services and facilities 

and 15: economy for this policy. This is also the case for Policy SO6.2: 

Provision of main town centre uses and town centre services given that it will 

help to maintain the viability of town centres by requiring a sequential approach 

to Main Town Centre Uses located outside the designated Strategic Town 

Centre and Town Centres. This policy could, however, prevent economic 

growth in viable out of centre locations in the District and therefore the 

significant positive effect expected in relation to SA objective 15 is combined 

with a minor negative effect. 

5.123 Retail and other town centre appropriate services in the plan area are 

protected in town centre locations by Policy SO6.3: Safeguarding existing town 

centre services, where a high number of residents are likely to be able to 

access them. A significant positive effect is therefore also expected for SA 

objectives 14: services and facilities and 15: economy for this policy. Policy 

SO6.4: Town centre design is unlikely to support the delivery of uses which 

would support service provision or job creation but could help ensure a high 

level of footfall to these areas. The delivery of an attractive environment at town 

centre locations is also likely to encourage visitor numbers and increased 

spending in these areas and may also support inward economic investment. A 
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Furthermore, none of the sites lie within an SPZ and none are expected to 

increase the level of traffic within an AQMA in the area. However, the site Land 

at Wellington Drive in Rugeley and sites Church Street, Beecroft Road Car Park 

and Avon Road / Hallcourt Lane in Cannock could all potentially deliver new 

residential uses adjacent to an A-road where residents could be subject to 

higher levels of noise pollution. Therefore, a minor positive effect is expected for 

all three policies in relation to SA objective 2: pollution. A minor negative effect 

is expected in combination for Policies SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre 

Redevelopment Areas and SO6.6: Rugeley Town Centre Redevelopment 

Areas. 

5.128 As all sites being allocated are predominantly brownfield land a positive 

effect is also expected in relation to SA objective 3: previously developed land. 

The positive effect is expected to be significant for Policies SO6.5: Cannock 

Town Centre Redevelopment Areas and SO6.6: Rugeley Town Centre 

Redevelopment Areas given the higher number of sites and the cumulatively 

total area allocated. 

5.129 The redevelopment of sites for a mix of uses including residential, offices 

and retail will place a high number of new residents in close proximity to existing 

services and facilities. This is particularly the case at Cannock and Rugeley, 

which are larger than the smaller town centre of Hednesford. Residents and site 

users at Hednesford would, however, benefit from the strongest access to a 

railway station considering the location of the sites allocated to Hednesford 

Railway Station which could encourage modal shift at this location. Policies 

SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre Redevelopment Areas and SO6.6: Rugeley 

Town Centre Redevelopment Areas seek to address this issue by requiring 

development to support active travel links to the railway stations. Overall, it is 

expected that all three policies would have a minor positive effect in relation to 

SA objective 4: climate change. New development will involve increased levels 

of greenhouse gases as it is occupied and requires power and heat and site 

users travel to and from these locations. The negative effect expected in 

combination for Policy SO6.5 is significant given that the policy includes land for 

a new decked car park which could maintain the prevalence of travel by car in 

the area. 
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5.130 Most of the sites allocated through Policies SO6.5 to SO6.7 lie outside of 

higher areas of flood risk. The exception to this is Policy SO6.6: Rugeley Town 

Centre Redevelopment Areas, which includes some land within flood zone 2 at 

Rugeley Market Hall and Bus Station, Rugeley. A negligible effect is therefore 

recorded in relation to SA objective 5: flooding for all policies except for Policy 

SO6.6 for which a minor negative effect is recorded. 

5.131 It is likely that the redevelopment of mostly brownfield in town centre 

locations will benefit the townscape of the areas in question. None of the sites 

lie in close proximity to the AONB where development might otherwise result in 

adverse impacts on this important landscape designation. Therefore, a minor 

positive effect is expected for Policies SO6.5 to SO6.7 in relation to SA 

objective 6: landscape and townscape. The effect for each policy is uncertain 

given that effects on the townscape will be influenced by the design of any 

proposals which come forward, which is unknown at this stage. 

5.132 The redevelopment of town centre sites is also likely to present 

opportunities to allow for re-use of buildings and materials already at these 

locations. Therefore, a minor positive effect is also expected in relation to SA 

objective 7: waste for all three policies. 

5.133 Given that each of these locations provides access to a relatively high 

number of existing services and facilities, new residents located at mixed use 

sites will likely be able to make use of sustainable modes of transport for many 

journeys. In itself, the provision of mixed use development is likely to strengthen 

the potential for journeys to services and facilities to be made by foot or cycle. 

As discussed Hednesford town centre provides the strongest level of access to 

a railway station and Policies SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre Redevelopment 

Areas and SO6.6: Rugeley Town Centre Redevelopment Areas require 

development to support active travel links to the railway stations. Overall, a 

minor positive effect is expected for the three policies appraised in relation to 

SA objective 8: sustainable transport. For Policy SO6.5 this is combined with a 

minor negative effect considering the allocation of land for car parking. 
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5.134 All sites set out for allocation through these policies include some level of 

housing. The number of sites included through Policies SO6.5: Cannock Town 

Centre Redevelopment Areas and SO6.6: Rugeley Town Centre 

Redevelopment Areas and their capacity for new development is higher than 

that for the sites included through Policy SO6.7 Hednesford Town Centre 

Redevelopment Areas. Therefore, a significant positive effect is expected for 

Policies SO6.5 and SO6.6 in relation to SA objective 9: housing. A minor 

positive effect is expected for Policy SO6.7 in relation to this SA objective. 

5.135 Town centre sites at Cannock, Rugeley and Hednesford (Policies SO6.5, 

SO6.6 and SO6.7, respectively) are mostly within close proximity of both a 

primary school and secondary school. The delivery of new residential 

development as part of mixed use sites could place some additional pressures 

on existing education facilities meaning the significant positive effect expected 

in relation to SA objective 10: education for the three policies is uncertain.  

5.136 The town centre locations allocations also provide nearby access to 

existing healthcare facilities and existing green spaces. At Cannock this incudes 

Cannock Chase Hospital, while residents at Rugeley would have nearby access 

to Aelfgar Surgery and those at Hednesford would have nearby access to St 

John's Surgery. The requirement through Policies SO6.5 to and SO6.7 to 

protect the existing important green spaces in the town centres is likely to 

provide further benefits in relation to health and wellbeing and recreation for 

residents. A positive effect is expected for all three policies in relation to SA 

objectives 12: health and wellbeing and 13: recreation. The positive effect 

expected in relation to SA objective for Policy SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre 

Redevelopment Areas is significant given the nearby access provided to a 

hospital. 

5.137 All mixed use developments would help support access to new retail 

services. The new residents at these locations would benefit from access to 

existing services within the town centres. Considering the larger size of 

Cannock and Rugeley Town Centres compared Hednesford the positive effect 

recorded in relation to SA objective 14: services and facilities for Policies SO6.5 

and SO6.6 is significant. Policy SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre Redevelopment 
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Areas also allocates sites for uses to respond to specific local circumstances 

which is likely to help provide services to meet local needs. 

5.138 Similar positive effects are expected for Policies SO6.5 to SO6.7 in 

relation to SA objectives 15: economy and 16: town centres. Development 

within the larger town centres in the plan area including the principle town 

centre at Cannock is likely to strengthen the job offer in the District. Therefore, 

the positive effects expected for Policies SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre 

Redevelopment Areas and SO6.6: Rugeley Town Centre Redevelopment Areas 

in relation to SA objective 15 are significant.  

5.139 The uses allocated at Cannock Town Centre through Policy SO6.5 could 

also help to promote diversity in the uses at this location and address the 

existing poor levels of vitality and viability identified through the Cannock Chase 

Retail and Town Centre Uses Study (January 2021). Strengthened transport 

links between this town centre and the West Midlands Designer Outlet Village is 

likely to help increase footfall to both locations to benefit the local economy and 

the health of the town centre. The provision of mixed use development at 

Rugeley and Hednesford Town Centres (Policies SO6.6 and SO6.7) would help 

support the regeneration of these areas but would be less responsive to the 

specific needs of these areas and therefore the positive effect recorded for 

these policies in relation to SA objective 16: town centres is minor. 

5.140 The Town Centres at Cannock and Rugeley benefit from a large number 

of designated heritage assets. At Cannock this includes Cannock Town Centre 

Conservation Area and at Rugeley this includes Rugeley Town Centre 

Conservation Area, Talbot/Lichfield St Conservation Area and Sheepfair/Bow 

Street Conservation Area. There are also a number of listed buildings within all 

of these conservation areas. Hednesford is less constrained by the presence of 

these types of assets. At all Town Centre locations brownfield land is included 

for allocation which could result in opportunities to enhance the historic 

environment.  

5.141 Policy SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre Redevelopment Areas and SO6.6: 

Rugeley Town Centre Redevelopment Areas require that development ensures 
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the protection of these conservation areas. However, it is expected that the 

relatively large number of development allocations could result in some impact 

on the setting of the heritage assets, particularly given their close proximity 

(some of the land allocated at Rugeley falls within Rugeley Town Centre 

Conservation Area). The heritage impact assessment work undertaken on 

behalf of the Council [See reference 36] indicates that there is potential for 

substantial impacts on heritage assets at sites at Hednesford Town Centre (the 

Uxbridge Street and Market Street site) and Cannock Town Centre (the Church 

Street and the Bus Station sites). There is also potential for less substantial 

impacts on heritage assets at sites at Rugeley Town Centre (the Rugeley 

Market Hall/Bus Station and Wellington Drive sites). A mixed minor positive and 

significant negative effect is expected in relation to SA objective 17: historic 

environment for Policies SO6.5, SO6.6 and SO6.7. The effect is uncertain given 

the potential for design solutions to mitigate impacts on nearby heritage assets. 

While the heritage impact work for the sites at Rugeley indicate that 

development could have less substantial impacts, the relatively high number of 

sites at this location (particularly when compared to Hednesford Town Centre) 

could result in cumulative impacts on heritage assets and local character. 

Furthermore, this area contains a particularly high concentration of heritage 

assets and the infrastructure required to support new sites could have further 

impacts on these assets.  

Strategic Objective 7: Protecting and enhancing 

the natural environment 

5.142 This section summarises the SA findings for the preferred policy 

directions set out below Strategic Objective 7 in the Preferred Options Local 

Plan.  

5.143 Eight preferred policy directions are presented in relation to protecting 

and enhancing the natural environment in the District. The appraisal of the 

preferred policies presented under this objective has been split into a number of 

groups of policies. This includes a group of more general development 

management style policies which seek to protect assets of the natural 
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SA 
objective  

Policy 
SO7.1 

Policy 
SO7.2 

Policy 
SO7.3 

Policy 
SO7.4 

Policy 
SO7.5 

and 
geodiversity  

SA2: 
Pollution + + + + + 

SA3: 
Previously 
developed 
land 

0 0 0 0 0 

SA4: 
Climate 
Change  

+ + + + + 

SA5: 
Flooding + + 0 + 0 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

+ + + ++ ++ 

SA7: Waste 0 0 0 0 0 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

0 0 + 0 0 

SA9: 
Housing -? 0 -? -? -? 

SA10: 
Education 0 0 + 0 0 

SA11: 
Crime 0 0 0 0 0 

SA12: 
Health and 
wellbeing 

+ + + + + 

SA13: 
Recreation  + + + ++ + 
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5.146 Policies SO7.4: Protecting, conserving and enhancing landscape 

character and SO7.5: Protecting, conserving and enhancing the Cannock 

Chase area of outstanding natural beauty are primarily concerned with the 

protection and enhancement of landscape character (including that of the 

Cannock Chase AONB). However, their commitment to retaining and enhancing 

key landscape features, such as woodlands and watercourses, is likely to help 

preserve important habitats. As such, a minor positive effect is expected for 

both policies in relation to SA objective 1. 

5.147 The protection and enhancement measures relating to the natural 

environment outlined in all of Policies SO7.1 to SO7.5 are likely to preserve key 

areas of woodland, grassland and other vegetation types that are valuable for 

carbon sequestration and removal of pollutants from the air. These policies are 

also likely to help preserve areas of greenfield land in the plan area. As such, a 

minor positive effect is expected for Policies SO7.1 to SO7.5 in relation to SA 

objective 2: pollution and SA objective 4: climate change. Policy SO7.3: Special 

Areas of Conservation seeks to protect against inappropriate development in 

the water catchment area of the Cannock Extension Canal SAC. Furthermore, 

Policy SO7.4: Protecting, conserving and enhancing landscape character 

makes specific reference to protecting watercourses. These policies are 

therefore likely to help mitigate water pollution, as well as air pollution.  

5.148 The delivery of biodiversity net gain in line with Policies SO7.1: 

Protecting, conserving and enhancing biodiversity and geodiversity and SO7.2: 

Biodiversity net gain and the delivery of new areas of green infrastructure in line 

with Policy SO7.4 may introduce vegetated areas into urban or rural areas 

within the District. This could help to alleviate the risk of surface water flooding 

by providing an area for flood water to permeate into. As such, a minor positive 

effect is expected for these policies in relation to SA objective 5: flooding. 

5.149 All of the policies are expected to result in positive impacts on the 

landscapes and townscapes within Cannock Chase District. Benefits are likely 

to result where important features in the landscape, such as trees, ponds and 

other vegetation are preserved and enhanced. Policy SO7.4: Protecting, 

conserving and enhancing landscape character is directly concerned with 
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SA objective  Policy SO7.6 Policy SO7.8 

SA7: Waste 0 0 

SA8: Sustainable 
transport 0 + 

SA9: Housing -? -? 

SA10: Education 0 + 

SA11: Crime 0 0 

SA12: Health and 
wellbeing ++ ++ 

SA13: Recreation  ++ ++ 

SA14: Services and 
facilities 0 0 

SA15: Economy +/-? +/-? 

SA16: Town centres 0 0 

SA17: Historic 
environment + + 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for protecting and enhancing the Green 

Belt and green space network 

5.156 Both policies are expected to have positive impacts on the natural 

environment in Cannock Chase. Policy SO7.6: Protecting, conserving and 

enhancing the Green Belt and Policy SO7.8: Protecting, conserving and 

enhancing the green space network, are expected to have a significant positive 

effect in relation to SA objective 1: biodiversity and geodiversity. In the case of 

Policy SO7.6, the effect recorded reflects its aim to protect the Green Belt from 

inappropriate development. This includes through the safeguarding of land for a 

country park in association with the large strategic site allocations at South of 
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Lichfield Road. The Green Belt includes numerous biodiversity designations 

including parts of Cannock Chase SAC. The policy is also supportive of 

opportunities to enhance beneficial uses in the Green Belt to support local 

biodiversity which could provide biodiversity net gains. Policy SO7.8 is also 

likely to make a valuable contribution to protecting and enhancing biodiversity 

within the District. This policy provides the green space network with the highest 

degree of protection from development. This is likely to ensure that valuable 

local habitats are protected and support habitat connectivity in the District.  

5.157 Although less direct, the protection and enhancement measures for the 

natural environment outlined in both policies are protect areas which are value 

for carbon sequestration and the removal of pollutants from the air. As such, a 

minor positive effect is expected for both policies in relation to SA objective 2: 

pollution and SA objective 4: climate change. The protection of the large areas 

of the District as Green Belt may also encourage the re-use of brownfield sites 

in the plan area. Therefore, a minor positive effect is also recorded in relation to 

SA objective 3: previously developed land for Policy SO7.6: Protecting, 

conserving and enhancing the Green Belt. 

5.158 The preservation and enhancement of green space throughout the 

District through both policies is likely to help ensure there are areas at which the 

permeation of surface water can safely occur. Both policies are likely to help 

address flood risk in Cannock Chase. Therefore, a minor positive effect is 

expected for Policies SO7.6 and SO7.8 in relation to SA objective 5: flooding. 

5.159 Both policies are also expected to result in positive impacts on the 

landscapes and townscapes within Cannock Chase District. While the Green 

Belt designation does not directly align with areas of higher landscape value in 

the District, by limiting development within the designation, Policy SO7.6 would 

help to preserve the open character of the countryside in the District. It will also 

help to prevent the coalescence of settlements in the plan area, maintaining the 

gaps which contribute to their individual character. The policy is also supportive 

of opportunities to enhance the beneficial uses of the Green Belt, including 

those that would retain and enhance landscapes and visual amenity. Therefore, 

a significant positive effect is expected for this policy in relation to SA objective 
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SA objective  Policy SO7.7 

SA1: Biodiversity and geodiversity  --/+ 

SA2: Pollution --?/+ 

SA3: Previously developed land --? 

SA4: Climate Change  +/- 

SA5: Flooding +/- 

SA6: Landscape and townscape +/-? 

SA7: Waste 0 

SA8: Sustainable transport +/- 

SA9: Housing ++ 

SA10: Education -? 

SA11: Crime 0 

SA12: Health and wellbeing +/-? 

SA13: Recreation  +/-? 

SA14: Services and facilities +/-? 

SA15: Economy ++ 

SA16: Town centres + 

SA17: Historic environment -? 
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Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policy for amendments to the Green Belt 

5.165 Policy SO7.7 sets out amendments to the Green Belt boundary to 

accommodate some of the growth requirements for the District. The sites 

allocated for release from the Green Belt would allow for the delivery of new 

housing and economic development. This is likely to lead to increased levels of 

pollution and human activities which could lead the disruption of habitat 

connectivity and increase recreational pressures on designated sites. Many of 

the sites set out for release from the Green Belt to the north of Norton Canes 

and east of Heath Hayes lie in relatively close proximity to Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI. Furthermore, sites within the 

Green Belt to the south of Norton Canes lie in close proximity to Cannock 

Extension Canal SAC as well as School Lane BAS and SBI. Therefore, 

significant negative effects are expected in relation to SA objective 1: 

biodiversity and geodiversity. However, this effect is expected to be combined 

with a minor positive effect. Policy SO7.7 requires that mitigation measures are 

incorporated to compensate for the loss of Green Belt land. This may include 

new or enhanced green infrastructure, woodland planting and improvements to 

biodiversity.  

5.166 The sites allocated for release from the Green Belt in Policy SO7.7 

comprise mostly greenfield land and as such the policy would not prioritise the 

use of previously developed land. With the exception of the site East of 

Wimblebury Road all of the sites include large areas of Grade 3 agricultural 

land. Data is not currently available to identify whether this land is of Grade 3a 

or the lower Grade 3b quality and therefore the severity of the negative impacts 

arising from this loss of high quality soil are uncertain. While none of the sites 

lies within an SPZ, each of the sites allocated to the east of Heath Hayes, lie 

directly adjacent to an AQMA. This is also the case for the sites to the south of 

Norton Canes. The development of these sites could result in an increase in the 

level of traffic and associated air pollution in the area which could intensify 

existing air quality problems. Therefore, a significant negative effect is expected 

in relation to SA objectives 2: pollution and 3: previously developed land for 

Policy SO7.7. The effect in relation to SA objective 2 is uncertain given the 
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unknown nature of the Grade 3 agricultural soils which might be developed. A 

minor positive effect is also expected in combination in relation to SA objective 

2. It is expected that the provision of green infrastructure on site could mitigate 

additional noise and air pollution that emanate from these sites. These types of 

provision could also help to mitigate adverse impacts that could affect new 

residents at these sites.  

5.167 New development will involve increased levels of greenhouse gases 

during the construction and occupation phases of development. New 

development will require power and heat and there is likely to be an increase in 

the number of journeys being made to and from these locations. The sites are 

located within the Green Belt but in most cases would form direct extensions to 

the existing settlement boundaries. These locations are not in close proximity to 

the town centres in the plan area where the highest number of existing services 

and facilities and strongest sustainable transport connections are likely to be 

found. The majority of sites would form extensions to Norton Canes and Heath 

Hayes and some of the sites are relatively well related to the local centres within 

these settlements. The site to the south of Norton Canes is separated from that 

settlement by the M6 which could limit the potential for journeys to be made by 

active modes of transport. A mixed minor positive and minor negative effect is 

expected overall for Policy SO7.7 in relation to SA objectives 4: climate change 

and 8: sustainable transport. The effect for both objectives is reflective of 

requirement for mitigation measures which is set out in the policy. These 

measures may include new or enhanced green infrastructure, woodland 

planting and new or enhanced active travel routes. These requirements are 

likely to improve the rates of carbon sequestration and encourage the use of 

sustainable modes of transport from the allocated sites.  

5.168 The majority of the sites allocated within the Green Belt do not lie within 

Flood Zones 2 or 3. However, Policy SO7.7 includes one site between A5 and 

M6 toll which included a portion of land in flood zones 2 and 3 thereby 

increasing the risk of flooding. The allocation of mostly greenfield at each site 

will also contribute to an increase in the area of impermeable surfaces in the 

plan area. Therefore, a minor negative effect is expected in relation to SA 

objective 5: flooding for this policy. However, the mitigation measures set out in 

the policy include the delivery of new or enhanced green infrastructure which 
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could help to promote natural flood management techniques. As such, the 

minor negative effect recorded is combined with a positive effect.  

5.169 It is likely that the development of portions of the Green Belt will impact 

on the openness of the countryside in the District. Furthermore, the majority of 

the sites set for release through Policy SO7.7 have been assessed as having 

moderate landscape sensitivity. The development of Green Belt could also 

contribute to the coalescence of settlements in the plan area; most notably 

Heath Hayes and Norton Canes. However, the policy seeks to mitigate any 

negative effect by ensuring that landscape and visual enhancements are made 

to compensate for the loss of Green Belt land. As such, a mixed minor negative 

and minor positive effects are expected in relation to SA objective 6: landscape 

and townscape. The effect is uncertain given that it will be partly dependent 

upon the design of any new development at these sites which is unknown at 

this stage. 

5.170 Given that Policy SO7.7 allocates five sites for residential development 

and two sites for economic development it is likely to contribute to the local 

need for housing and employment development. As such, a significant positive 

effect is expected in relation to SA objectives 9: housing and 15: economy. 

5.171 Each of the housing allocations say out through Policy SO7.7 is located 

on the edge of the urban areas of the District. The residential site to the north of 

Norton Canes and those to the east of Heath Hayes are well related to either a 

primary school or secondary school or both. The delivery of new residential 

development could place some additional pressures on existing education 

facilities and therefore the minor positive effect expected in relation to SA 

objective 10: education is uncertain.  

5.172 The Green Belt allocations for housing development to the east of Heath 

Hayes and north of Norton Canes are relatively well related to existing 

healthcare facilities. However, some of the other sites are at locations where 

journeys to existing healthcare would be 1km or more. This includes all 

employment sites from which employees may seek to access healthcare 

facilities before and after work and during break times. With the exception of the 
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sites to the south of Norton Canes (where the M6 would also act as a barrier for 

transport by active modes apart from where there are designated cross points) 

most sites are within close proximity to parts of green space network. All sites 

could provide residents with opportunities to access the open countryside given 

that they lie within the Green Belt. Furthermore, the requirement for mitigation 

measures set out through Policy SO7.7 include the provision of new or 

enhanced green infrastructure, active travel routes and recreational uses. As 

such, a mixed minor positive and minor negative effect is expected in relation to 

SA objectives 12: health and wellbeing and 13: recreation for Policy SO7.7.  

5.173 Considering the description of the sites in relation to the existing local 

centres, healthcare and education facilities a similar minor positive and minor 

negative effect is also expected in relation to SA objective 14: services and 

facilities.  

5.174 The residential sites to the east of Heath Hayes and to the north of 

Norton Canes are located within close proximity to the local centres within those 

settlements. The close proximity of these sites could increase footfall to these 

local centres, thereby benefiting their viability. Overall, a minor positive effect is 

therefore expected in relation to SA objective 16: town centres for this policy. 

5.175 Most of the sites set out for release from the Green Belt are not located in 

close proximity to designated heritage assets. The exception to this is land to 

the south of Lichfield Road which is in close proximity to Grade II Listed New 

Hall Farmhouse. However, as the design of the developments are unknown at 

this stage there is potential for development to disrupt or enhance the existing 

local character of the District in a number of other locations. As such, an 

uncertain minor negative effect is expected in relation to SA objective 17: 

historic environment for Policy SO7.7.  

Strategic Objective 8: Support a Greener Future 

5.176 This section summarises the SA findings for the preferred policies set out 

below Strategic Objective 8 in the Preferred Options document. To ensure that 
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SA 
Objective  

Policy SO8.1 Policy SO8.2 Policy SO8.3 Policy SO8.4 

SA3: 
Previously 
developed 
land 

+ 0 + 0 

SA4: Climate 
Change  ++ ++ ++ ++ 

SA5: 
Flooding 0 0 + ++ 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

+/-? 0 +/-? +? 

SA7: Waste 0 0 ++ + 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

0 0 ++ 0 

SA9: Housing +/- +/- +/- +/- 

SA10: 
Education 0 0 0 0 

SA11: Crime 0 0 0 0 

SA12: Health 
and wellbeing 0 0 + 0 

SA13: 
Recreation  0 0 + 0 

SA14: 
Services and 
facilities 

0 0 + 0 

SA15: 
Economy +/- +/- +/- +/- 

SA16: Town 
centres 0 0 0 0 
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SA 
Objective  

Policy SO8.1 Policy SO8.2 Policy SO8.3 Policy SO8.4 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

+? 0 -? 0 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for achieving net zero development, 

sustainable design and the management of flood risk in the 

District 

5.178 Policies SO8.1 to SO8.4 focus on different elements of how the Council, 

through the Local Plan, will support a greener future in the District. This includes 

approaches to incorporate low and zero carbon energy production, deliver net 

zero carbon development, achieve sustainable forms of design and manage 

flood risk.  

5.179 Policy SO8.1: Low and zero carbon energy and heat production is 

supportive of low carbon and zero carbon energy technologies including solar 

and wind farms. While these types of technologies may have adverse impacts 

on biodiversity, landscape character and the settings of heritage assets, the 

policy requires that individual and cumulative impacts should be acceptable in 

relation to designated landscapes, heritage assets and the natural environment. 

Therefore, uncertain minor positive effects are expected in relation to SA 

objectives 1: biodiversity and geodiversity, 6: landscape and townscape and 17: 

historic environment. Given that the policy only requires that new infrastructure 

of this type considers potential impacts on protected landscapes and not 

landscape character more generally, a minor negative effect is expected in 

combination in relation to SA objective 6.  

5.180 Policy SO8.3: Sustainable design is supportive of on-site production of 

low and zero carbon energy and therefore uncertain minor negative effects are 

recorded in relation to SA objectives 1: biodiversity and geodiversity, 6: 
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landscape and townscape and 17: historic environment. The effects expected in 

relation to SA objectives 1 and 6 are mixed with minor positive effects given that 

the policy could help to protect and enhance existing habitats and landscape 

character through the integration with green and blue infrastructure and 

contributions to the creation of woodlands and street trees. Minor positive 

effects are expected also in relation to SA objectives 1: biodiversity and 6: 

landscape for Policy SO8.4: Managing flood risk. This policy aims to reduce the 

risk of flooding through natural flood management techniques such as trees and 

planting and water bodies.  

5.181 It is likely that through support for the delivery of low and zero carbon 

developments and sustainable design, Policies SO8.1 to SO8.3 would support 

reduced levels of air pollution in the District. This benefit is likely as the District 

moves away from being reliant on fossil fuels and more efficient use of energy 

also occurs. As such, significant positive effects are expected in relation to SA 

objective 2: pollution.  

5.182 Minor positive effects are also expected for Policy SO8.1: Low and zero 

carbon energy and heat production and Policy SO8.3: Sustainable design in 

relation to SA objective 3: previously developed land. Policy SO8.1 is likely to 

help promote the re-use of sites used for low and zero carbon infrastructure at 

the end of their lifetime by ensuring that sites are restored to an acceptable 

level. As part of the principles for sustainable design at major developments, 

Sustainability Statements, through Policy SO8.3: Sustainable design, should 

demonstrate how previously developed land has been used efficiently.  

5.183 Policies SO8.1 to SO8.4 are all likely to help the District either adapt to or 

mitigate the effects of climate change. Policies SO8.1: Low and zero carbon 

energy and heat production and SO8.2: Achieving net zero carbon development 

support the use and supply of renewable and low carbon energy and heat at 

developments within the District. In addition, Policies SO8.3: Sustainable design 

and SO8.4: Managing flood risk aim to mitigate the effects of climate change 

through the provision and enhancement of sustainable design measures such 

as the incorporation of green and blue infrastructure as well as requiring 

measures to reduce the risk of flooding. Each of these approaches would 
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Table 5.14: Summary of likely sustainability effects for the 

remaining policies under Local Plan Strategic Objective 8 

(Policies SO8.5 to SO8.8) 

SA 
Objective  

Policy SO8.5 Policy SO8.6 Policy SO8.7 Policy SO8.8 

SA1: 
Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

+ 0 0 0 

SA2: 
Pollution ++ ++ 0 0 

SA3: 
Previously 
developed 
land 

0 ++ 0 0 

SA4: Climate 
Change  + + + + 

SA5: 
Flooding + 0 0 0 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

+ + 0 0 

SA7: Waste 0 0 ++ ++ 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

0 0 0 0 

SA9: Housing 0 0 0 0 

SA10: 
Education 0 0 0 0 

SA11: Crime 0 0 0 0 

SA12: Health 
and wellbeing + 0 0 + 
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SA 
Objective  

Policy SO8.5 Policy SO8.6 Policy SO8.7 Policy SO8.8 

SA13: 
Recreation  0 0 0 0 

SA14: 
Services and 
facilities 

0 0 0 0 

SA15: 
Economy 0 0 0 0 

SA16: Town 
centres 0 0 0 0 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

0 0 0 0 

Description of the likely sustainability effects of the 

preferred policies for addressing pollution, supporting the 

re-use of brownfield land, safeguarding minerals and 

managing waste in the District 

5.189 Policies SO8.5 to SO8.8 focus on a different elements of how the 

Council, through the Local Plan, will support a greener future in the District. This 

includes approaches to minimising different forms of pollution, making use of 

previously developed land and safeguarding mineral sites as well as the 

appropriate management of waste.  

5.190 Policy SO8.5: Avoiding air, water, soil, noise and light pollution is 

expected to have a significant positive effect in relation to SA objective 2: 

pollution. This policy directly seeks to minimise all types of pollution (including 

those relating to soils, air, water, noise and light) from development. 

Development should not have unacceptable harm in relation to pollution on 

human health and the natural environment. To help minimise the adverse 

impacts of pollution, the policy is supportive of the implementation of green 
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infrastructure, good design and building layout. These measures are likely to 

help reduce the risk of flooding, create healthier spaces for residents and 

support habitat creation and habitat connectivity. As such, minor positive effects 

are expected in relation to SA objectives 1: biodiversity and geodiversity, 5: 

flooding and 12: health and wellbeing for Policy SO8.5.  

5.191 Promoting the re-use of brownfield land in the District and supporting 

appropriate opportunities to remediate despoiled land is likely to help address 

existing issue of pollution in the plan area. Therefore, a significant positive effect 

is also expected for Policy SO 8.6: Brownfield and despoiled land and under-

utilised buildings in relation to SA objective 2. 

5.192 A significant positive effect is also expected for Policy SO 8.6 in relation 

to SA objective 3: previously developed land given that the policy seeks to 

prioritise the use of brownfield land over greenfield land for development 

proposals. It should be noted that it is likely that brownfield land will support 

certain types of biodiversity in the District and the redevelopment of these sites 

could place pressures particular species. However, development at any location 

in the District is likely to have some impact on biodiversity and the policy is not 

expected to undue implications for local wildlife.  

5.193 Policies SO8.5 to 8.8 are all expected to have minor positive effects in 

relation to SA objective 4: climate change. Limiting pollution from vehicular 

sources is likely to have the added benefit of reducing carbon emissions from 

these sources. Furthermore, the re-use of existing buildings in the plan area (as 

supported by Policy 8.6) is likely to reduce emissions associated with embodied 

carbon. Supporting the recycling (including the recycling of mineral resources) 

and reduction of waste in line with waste hierarchy and managing waste is also 

likely to reduce carbon emissions associated with processes to make new 

resources available and to dispose of waste. In addition, by protecting 

greenfield land and incorporating new elements of green infrastructure the 

natural process of carbon sequestration can be preserved.  

5.194 Minor positive effects are expected in relation to SA objective 6: 

landscape and townscape in relation Policies SO8.5: Avoiding air, water, soil, 
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noise and light pollution and SO8.6. Policy SO8.5 will help to protect the quality 

(including tranquillity) of local landscapes by limiting light and noise pollution. 

Furthermore, bringing brownfield sites make into use in line with Policy SO8.6 is 

likely to help benefit the character of the District.  

5.195 Through Policy SO8.8, all major development proposals will be expected 

to follow the waste hierarchy. Waste prevention sits at the top of hierarchy, with 

re-use, recycling, other recovery and disposal below this. The policy also 

requires that proposals for waste management facilities would not have 

unacceptable direct or indirect impacts on the amenity of existing or proposed 

neighbouring uses. As such, this policy is likely to help reduce the potential for 

health and wellbeing of nearby residents to be adversely affected. A significant 

positive effect is expected in relation to SA objective 7: waste and a minor 

positive effect is expected in relation to SA objective 12: health and wellbeing 

for Policy SO8.8. Policy SO8.7 is also expected to have a significant positive 

effect in relation to SA objective 7: waste. This policy seeks to utilise secondary 

and recycled material in development proposals rather than primary minerals.  
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Cumulative effects 

SA objective 1: Protect and enhance 

biodiversity, fauna and flora and geodiversity 

5.196 The Local Plan sets out a relatively high level of development (6,016 

homes and 50ha of employment land) and this could adversely affect 

designated biodiversity and geodiversity sites as well as undesignated assets 

and networks in the plan area. The sites set out for allocation include both 

greenfield and brownfield sites and it is recognised that development at both 

types of sites could have impacts. This reflects the potential for brownfield sites 

to harbour valuable biodiversity, and furthermore that some intensively 

cultivated greenfield sites might have more limited ecological value). 

Furthermore, all sites lie with the 15km buffer established around the Cannock 

Chase SAC where residential development could lead to increased recreational 

pressures on the SAC.  

5.197 The sites allocated for residential development through Policy SO3.1 

include some located in close proximity to internationally designated sites. This 

includes a number of residential allocations at the eastern edge of Heath Hayes 

and northern edge of Norton Canes which are close to Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI meaning there is some potential 

cumulative impacts relating to habitat disturbance.  

5.198 The HRA found that all allocated sites have potential for significant effects 

on the Cannock Chase SAC and Cannock Extension Canal SAC due to either 

physical loss of habitat, air pollution, recreation pressure/urban impacts and/or 

changes in water quantity/quality associated with new residential development. 

However, through the appropriate assessment stage of the HRA, it was found 

that sufficient policy safeguards are included in the Local Plan to conclude there 

will be no adverse effects on the integrity of any European sites, as a result of 

physical habitat loss or changes in water quantity/quality, either alone or in 
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site as well as a number of smaller sites to the north west of Hednesford lie on 

Grade 3 agricultural land. The development of these sites is likely to have an 

adverse cumulative effect in relation to the conservation of higher value 

agricultural soils in Cannock Chase. The majority of the site allocations fall 

outside of the Source Protection Zone in the plan area and therefore cumulative 

effects relating to water quality are less likely to be significant. However, a small 

number of residential sites to the north of Hednesford to the south of Rugeley 

fall within this area meaning some more limited adverse effects may result. 

5.206 The Local Plan sets out its approach to avoid and mitigate pollutions of all 

type through Policy SO6.5: Avoiding air, water, soil, noise and light pollution. 

Development which results in unacceptable on harm to human health or the 

natural environment will not be permitted. Furthermore, where relevant, major 

developments are required to demonstrate how they will avoid adverse impacts 

on AQMAs. The use of brownfield land and existing buildings and remediation 

of contaminated land is supported through Policy SO8.6: Brownfield and 

despoiled land and under-utilised buildings. It is also likely that helping to 

promote modal shift in the plan area will limit the potential for air pollution and 

noise pollution by limiting the reliance on car travel. This is most specifically set 

out through Policies SO5.3: Low and zero carbon transport and SO5.4: 

Maintaining and improving the transport system which also include reference to 

support for measures that would reduce transport pollution. 

5.207 Overall, a cumulative mixed minor positive and significant negative effect 

is expected in relation to pollution. 

SA objective 3: Ensure development makes 

efficient use of previously developed land and 

buildings 

5.208 The level of development to be delivered over the plan period is likely to 

result in some level of greenfield land take in the District. However, many of the 

sites allocated for development are brownfield where the re-use of existing 
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materials and buildings might result. This includes a number of sites set out as 

Town Centre Redevelopment Areas (Policies SO6.5 to SO6.7) within the 

existing settlement edge of Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley. The allocation 

of the large Rugeley Power Station site to the north east of the District, presents 

further opportunities to make use of a substantial amount of brownfield land in 

the District. Conversely, the plan also allocates some larger greenfield sites, 

most notably the large residential sites East of Wimblebury Road, South of 

Lichfield Road and Hednesford Road which also take in some land within the 

Green Belt. 

5.209 Promoting the re-use of brownfield land to preserve greenfield land in the 

District is specifically set out through Policy SO8.6: Brownfield and despoiled 

land and under-utilised buildings. This policy also seeks to promote the re-use 

of existing buildings within the settlement boundaries. Policy SO7.6: Protecting, 

conserving and enhancing the Green Belt may also help to promote the 

recycling of derelict urban land, in line with the five purposes of Green Belt. 

5.210 Overall, a cumulative mixed minor positive and minor negative effect is 

expected in relation to efficient land use. 

5.211 SA objective 4: Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing 

to, climate change 

5.212 The delivery of new homes and employment land in the plan area is likely 

to result in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions as homes and businesses 

require power and heat. There is also likely to be an increased level of travel in 

the plan area. The location of sites is unlikely to affect the ability to adapt to or 

minimise the contribution to climate change in terms of the incorporation of 

design measures which might address these issues. However, new sites that 

are located in close proximity to existing services and facilities and job 

opportunities as well as sustainable transport nodes travel may help to limit 

reliance on the private vehicle. Much of the new housing development in the 

District set out through Policy SO3.1: Provision for new homes, is to be within 

the existing developed areas of the larger settlements of Cannock, Hednesford 

and Rugeley. There are some residential sites allocated where the nearest 
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centre is a Local or District Centre including Hawks Green, Norton Canes, 

Heath Hayes, Chadsmoor, Bridgtown, Fernwood Drive and Brereton. At these 

locations access to services and facilities is likely to be more limited. Housing 

development within the Green Belt at Lichfield Road, and Hednesford Road 

would form an extension to the developed area in the District, however, these 

locations are at the less substantial settlements of Heath Hayes and Norton 

Canes.  

5.213 A number of Town Centre Redevelopment Areas have been allocated for 

new residential use, services and facilities and employment support uses at 

Cannock, Rugeley and Hednesford through Policies SO6.5, SO6.6 and SO6.7. 

Development at these locations could encourage the use of more sustainable 

modes of transport to access services and facilities and jobs. Each location is 

relatively well related to existing rail services which could encourage increased 

travel by this mode. Policies SO4.1 and SO4.2 safeguard existing and allocate 

new employment land in the plan area to meet the needs of the District. This is 

likely to help instil some degree of self-containment and limit the need to travel 

longer distances for some residents. These policies would, however, also 

maintain some existing employment areas within more isolated parts of the 

Green Belt. Furthermore, some new employment sites to the south of Norton 

Canes and south east of Bridgtown are allocated within the Green Belt. These 

allocations are considered less likely to support modal shift particularly given 

that the new sites by Norton Canes and Bridgtown, would be separated from 

the existing developed area by the M6 Toll. 

5.214 Through Policies SO8.1: Low and zero carbon energy and heat 

production and SO8.2: Achieving net zero carbon development the Local Plan 

seeks to support developments of low and zero carbon energy and heat 

production installations. To achieve the highest level of building performance 

standards for energy use, major development should be delivered to achieve a 

level of carbon emissions in line with the hierarchy set out in the Local Plan. 

The plan sets out an approach to help promote modal shift through a number of 

policies. Policies SO5.1: Accessible development, Policy SO5.3: Low and zero 

carbon transport, and SO5.4: Maintaining and improving the transport system 

seek to locate major development to reduce reliance on the private vehicle and 

support infrastructure for sustainable modes. Major developments are required 
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to adhere to the principles for sustainable design which are included in Policy 

SO8.3. These include support for onsite production and use of low and zero 

carbon energy and heat as well as infrastructure for low emissions vehicles. 

5.215 Overall, a cumulative mixed significant positive and minor negative effect 

is expected in relation to climate change adaptation and mitigation. 

SA objective 5: Reduce the risk of flooding 

5.216 The majority of the sites allocated through the Local Plan lie outside of 

areas of higher flood risk. The exception to this is a small number of sites within 

the settlement of Rugeley through which Rising Brook flows. The employment 

allocation at Power Station Road (Policy SO4.2) and Town Centre 

Redevelopment Area at Rugeley Market Hall/Bus Station (Policy SO6.6) (both 

in Rugeley) fall within flood zone 2. It is noted, however, that Rugeley town now 

benefits from a flood alleviation scheme which will help to mitigate these issues. 

5.217 The allocation development sites in the plan area to include substantial 

areas of greenfield land could reduce the extent of permeable surfaces 

available for infiltration. The plan includes large allocated residential sites East 

of Wimblebury Road, South of Lichfield Road and Hednesford Road as well as 

the relatively large employment sites between A5 and M6 Toll towards 

Bridgtown and Turf Field to the south of Norton Cane. The development of 

these sites could result in high levels of greenfield land take at focussed 

locations. There is potential for increased local flood risk from surface water 

run-off, particularly during extreme rainfall events. This might be addressed 

through appropriate mitigation measures such as the incorporation of SuDS.  

5.218 Flood risk in the plan area is directly addressed through Policy SO8.4: 

Managing flood risk. This policy requires development to be directed away from 

areas at highest risk. Furthermore, development should minimise surface water 

run-off and ensure that it does not lead to increased flood risk at other locations. 

Where major development is to occur in flood zones 2 or 3 schemes to 

minimise flood risk should be incorporated and there should be sufficient space 
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for drainage. Measures seeking to integrate green and blue infrastructure 

assets (Policy SO7.8: Protecting, conserving and enhancing the green space 

network) will also help to address flood risk in Cannock Chase. 

5.219 Overall, a cumulative mixed minor positive and minor negative effect is 

expected in relation to flood risk. 

SA objective 6: Protect, enhance and manage 

the character and quality of the landscape and 

townscape, maintaining and strengthening local 

distinctiveness and sense of place 

5.220 Much of Cannock Chase District falls within the Cannock Case AONB 

which takes in land between Hednesford and Rugeley. While the Green Belt 

designation does not confer any higher landscape value to areas of land in the 

District, this designation much of the AONB land in Cannock Chase. It also 

takes in land to the east of Hednesford and Cannock. This open land prevents 

the coalescence of Norton Canes and Cannock within the District. The land 

within the AONB and small areas immediately to the north and south of this 

designation have been identified as having high sensitivity to new development. 

Areas of the District beyond this are of moderate or low sensitivity or are 

classified as urban. New development between settlements in the District could 

potentially contribute to coalescence.  

5.221 No site allocations are provided for in the AONB. However, residential 

allocations in Hednesford and Brereton at the edge of the AONB could impact 

upon its setting. This includes a number of sites to the north west of Hednesford 

at Pye Green Road and Bradbury Lane and to the north east of Hednesford at 

Rawnsley Road. While none of these sites are over 80 homes, there is potential 

for cumulative adverse impacts on the setting of the AONB, particularly when 

considering construction which is already occurring at the 750 dwelling site at 

West of Pye Road. Similar cumulative impacts may result at sites to the south 
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east of Brereton. The largest of these sites (93 homes) and closest to the AONB 

at Brereton is the Former Kodak Processing Site and Transport Depot. 

However, this is a brownfield site meaning that redevelopment may provide 

opportunities for improvements in visual amenity. 

5.222 To the south east of the District the allocation of the large residential sites 

East of Wimblebury Road, South of Lichfield Road and Hednesford Road 

include land within the Green Belt which currently acts to prevent coalescence 

between these settlements as well as with Burntwood in Lichfield. While these 

sites are all of moderate landscape sensitivity, considered cumulatively they 

could at to reduce the perception of separation between these settlements. The 

inclusion of a number of brownfield sites (including the Town Centre 

Redevelopment Areas at Cannock, Rugeley and Hednesford (Policies SO6.5 to 

SO6.7) and the large Rugeley Power Station site) could provide opportunities to 

secure improvements to the existing elements of townscape at these locations. 

5.223 The Plan makes provision for mitigating the potential landscape-related 

impacts of new development. This includes through requirements for 

development to protect the natural environment (Policy SO7.1: Protecting, 

conserving and enhancing biodiversity and geodiversity) which will help to 

protect important landscape features. The policies which most directly seek to 

protect landscape character in the plan area are Policies SO7.4: Protecting, 

conserving and enhancing landscape character, Policy SO7.5: Protecting, 

conserving and enhancing the CANNOCK Chase Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty and Policy SO7.6: Protecting, conserving and enhancing the Green Belt. 

These policies are expected to help limit the potential for adverse impacts on 

local landscape character including those relating to local distinctiveness, 

scenic qualities, rural openness and sense of place. This includes measures 

which could support improved landscapes within the AONB and Green Belt. 

Through Policy SO7.7: Amendments to the Green Belt seven sites are to be 

released from the Green Belt for development including those between Heath 

Hayes and Norton Canes, thereby contributing to a degree of coalescence 

between these settlements. This policy seeks to offset the loss of Green Belt 

land by requiring landscape and visual enhancements as part of any new 

development.  
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5.224 It is noted that the effects of new development on the landscape are to 

some extent uncertain until detailed proposals for the sites to be allocated come 

forward at the planning application stage 

5.225 Overall, a cumulative uncertain mixed minor positive effect and significant 

negative effect is expected in relation to landscapes and townscapes. 

SA objective 7: Make sustainable use of 

resources and minimise waste generation 

5.226 The delivery of new homes and employment land will invariably involve 

the use of non-renewable minerals and create some level of waste over the 

plan period. As well as allocating a number of greenfield sites to deliver the 

required number of homes and employment land over the plan period, the Local 

Plan allocates some substantial brownfield sites to contribute to this need. This 

includes the sites set out as Town Centre Redevelopment Areas (Policies 

SO6.5 to SO6.7) within the existing settlement edge of Cannock, Hednesford 

and Rugeley and the large Rugeley Power Station site to the north east of the 

District. At these locations are likely to be increased opportunities to re-use 

existing materials and building onsite. 

5.227 Policy SO8.6: Brownfield and despoiled land and under-utilised buildings 

seeks to promote the re-use of brownfield land and existing buildings within the 

settlement boundaries. The NPPPF includes as one of its five purposes for the 

designation of Green Belt the promotion the recycling of derelict urban land. 

Policy SO7.6: Protecting, conserving and enhancing the Green Belt may 

therefore also help to support the redevelopment of greenfield sites in Cannock 

Chase. The principles for sustainable design which are to be achieve at major 

developments (Policy SO3.2: Sustainable design) include minimising the use of 

non-renewable natural resources, and maximising the re-use and recycling of 

materials. The Local Plan also includes Policy SO8.8: Managing waste which 

states that major developments should be supported by a waste management 

plan to demonstrate that waste prevention is the first priority. Major 
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developments should also provide integrated facilities for the storage of 

recyclable and non-recyclable waste. It is expected that these requirements will 

help to promote levels of recycling at major developments during the 

construction and operational phases of development. 

5.228 Overall, a cumulative mixed minor positive and minor negative effect is 

expected in relation to waste generation. 

SA objective 8: Encourage and facilitate the use 

of sustainable modes of transport 

5.229 The delivery of new homes and employment land in the plan area is likely 

to result in increased levels of travel in the plan area. Residents will need to 

access services and facilities and jobs. Where new sites are located in close 

proximity to existing services and facilities and job opportunities as well as 

sustainable transport nodes, travel by sustainable modes may be encouraged. 

Policy SO3.1: Provision for new homes sets out to provide much of the new 

housing development within the existing settlement edges of the larger 

settlements of Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley. Some residential sites are 

provided in areas where the nearest centre is a Local or District Centre 

(including Hawks Green, Norton Canes, Heath Hayes, Chadsmoor, Bridgtown, 

Fernwood Drive and Brereton) and access to services and facilities are likely to 

be more limited here. Only a small number of sites, most notably the housing 

site at Rawnsley Road in Hazelslade is less well related to centre locations and 

not in close proximity to frequent sustainable transport services.  

5.230 The inclusion of Town Centre Redevelopment Areas at Cannock, 

Rugeley and Hednesford, through Policies SO6.5, SO6.6 and SO6.7 would 

provide new residential uses, services and facilities and jobs where they can 

easily be accessed by a high number of people by sustainable transport 

including rail services. The safeguarding of existing and allocation of new 

employment land in the plan area (Policies SO4.1 and SO4.2) to meet the 

needs of the District, is likely to help promote some degree of self-containment, 
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growth. The requirement for an appropriate mix of housing to meet local needs 

is set out through Policy SO3.2: Housing choice. This includes requirements 

relating to house sizes, types and tenure for sites of 15 or more units. An 

affordable housing requirement of at least 20% of the total number of dwellings 

to be delivered, is also set for all major housing developments through this 

policy. Housing standards to better achieve a good living environment in terms 

of size and layout are set out through Policy SO3.3: Delivering high quality 

housing. This policy also sets out the approach to help meet the needs of 

people with health issues and other disabilities. The delivery of higher quality 

homes is also to be supported at major developments given that the sustainable 

design principles set out through Policy SO8.3 require that proposals should 

meet or exceed the standards set out by the Home Quality Mark or an 

equivalent. The specific needs of Gypsies and Travellers in the plan area will be 

met through Policy SO3.4. The development of a further 11 residential plots to 

meet the identified longer term needs of this group is to be supported. 

5.234 Overall, a cumulative significant positive effect is expected in relation to 

housing. 

SA objective 10: Raise educational aspirations 

and attainment within the District and ensure 

that educational facilities are provided where 

they are required 

5.235 New sites allocated for residential development in the plan area could 

provide children with good access to education facilities depending on their 

specific location. Through Policy SO3.1: Provision for new homes much of the 

new housing development is to be provided within the existing settlement edges 

of the larger settlements of Cannock, Hednesford and Rugeley. These locations 

all benefit from primary and secondary schools. Some sites to the east of Heath 

Hayes (including those within the Green Belt at Wimblebury Road and Lichfield 

Road) as well as to the south Bridgtown, north east of Hednesford, south of 
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Norton Canes and east of Rugeley are not well related to a secondary school. 

Furthermore, new residential sites have potential to result in existing education 

facilities becoming overcapacity in the plan area. The existing capacity for 

schools to accommodate new pupils is to some extent unknown, meaning 

effects relating to educational attainment are partially uncertain. The threshold 

for providing onsite new primary facilities is 700 homes. Therefore, the sites 

allocated for 875 and 1,000 homes at Lichfield Road and Rugeley Power 

Station could help support new provision in areas of the District where there is 

currently more limited access to education facilities. It is noted that these areas 

will still have limited access to secondary school facilities.  

5.236 Policy SO2.1: Safeguarding the provision of community infrastructure 

most directly seeks to address the need to deliver of new social infrastructure 

(including education) to support the community. The accessibility of education 

facilities, including schools and higher education is supports by Policy SO5.4: 

Maintaining and improving the transport system. This policy seeks to ensure 

accessibility to essential services and employment areas by sustainable 

transport. Policy SO4.5: Provision for local employment and skills will support 

the training of local people by requiring that major developments which create 

more than 50 full time equivalent jobs are supported by Employment and Skills 

Plan 

5.237 Overall, a cumulative uncertain mixed minor positive and minor negative 

effect is expected in relation to education. 

SA objective 11: Reduce crime and the fear of 

crime 

5.238 The specific location of sites allocated for development through the Local 

Plan will not greatly influence the occurrence and perception of crime in the 

District. The effects of allocating new residential sites on levels of crime and 

fear of crime will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space 

within the sites. Where these types of provisions are made their design and the 
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use of lighting schemes could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, 

particularly at night. These issues will be most influenced by the detailed 

proposals for each site.  

5.239 However, Policy SO1.3 relates specifically to creating safe places where 

crime is deterred and fear of crime reduced through appropriate design. A key 

part of this approach is delivering overlooked public spaces and safe 

sustainable transport routes. The creation of safe sustainable transport routes in 

the District is further supported through enhancements to the Hatherton Canal 

frontage outlined in Policy SO5.5. Policies SO6.3: Safeguarding existing town 

centre services and SO6.4: Town centre design, aim to safeguard existing town 

centre services and deliver high quality town centre design. These policies are 

likely to complement the aims of Policy SO1.3 by ensuring streets are well lit 

and frontages of developments remain active.  

5.240 Overall, a cumulative minor positive effect is expected in relation to crime. 

SA objective 12: Improve public health and 

ensure health facilities are accessible for those 

in need 

5.241 The proximity and access of residents to healthcare facilities is generally 

supported through Policy SO3.1: Provision for new homes. The majority of sites 

lie within the existing developed areas of the District or form direct extensions to 

that area where healthcare facilities are relatively accessible. There are 

healthcare facilities within the larger settlements of Cannock, Rugeley and 

Hednesford as well as at Brereton, Heath Hayes, Norton Canes and Rawnsley. 

Some of the allocated sites are less well related to these facilities and where 

sites have been allocated on areas of open space the use of these sites for 

physical activity may be lost to development. The Town Centre Redevelopment 

Areas allocated at Cannock, Rugeley and Hednesford through Policies .SO6.5, 

SO6.6 and SO6.7 would provide nearby access to healthcare (including 

Cannock Chase Hospital at Cannock). Residents at these locations may also be 
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SA objective 13: Protect, enhance, create and 

ensure access to open spaces and facilities for 

leisure and recreation 

5.245 Residential sites allocated for housing through Policy SO3.1: Provision for 

new homes will also greatly influence the potential for residents to make use of 

open spaces and leisure and recreation facilities. All of the site residential sites 

and the majority of the employment sites allocated are located in close proximity 

to an open space within the green space network. All sites are located within 

areas of open space which do not necessarily form part of the network. Sites 

allocated within the Green Belt (Policy SO7.7: Amendments to the Green Belt 

which allocated large sites at Wimblebury Road, Lichfield Road and Hednesford 

Road) could result in loss of areas of countryside to development, however, 

residents at these locations would likely benefit from access to the wider 

countrywide from these sites. There are other sites allocated which include 

areas of open space and/PRoWs where development could result in loss of that 

feature or impact upon its access for residents in the plan area. 

5.246 The Local Plan, through Policy SO2.2: Safeguarding health and amenity 

requires that major developments are linked to or add to the greenspace 

network and are designed to promote walking and cycling. Opportunities to 

improve the provision of active leisure and sport facilities and other 

infrastructure necessary for these activities are supported at major 

developments through Policies SO2.3 and SO2.4. Policy SO7.4: Protecting, 

conserving and enhancing landscape character is expected to contribute 

strongly to enhancing access to open spaces in the plan area given its 

commitment to provide new green infrastructure as part of new developments. 

This provision is to link with the wider green space network, which is likely to 

contribute positively to open space access across the District.  

5.247 Overall, a cumulative significant positive and minor negative effect is 

expected in relation to recreation. 





Chapter 5 Sustainability appraisal findings for the policies in the Preferred 
Options Local Plan 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

 257 

5.250 The ability of existing and future residents to access services and 

facilities will also be influenced by their access to transport. All policies under 

Strategic Objective 5 are identified as having a positive effect in relation to SA 

objective 14, due to their commitments to sustainable transport and 

development layouts which are highly accessible by walking and cycling. Policy 

SO5.1: Accessible development requires that developments should provide 

convenience hubs within walking and cycling distance and Policy SO5.4 

supports proposals that will provide sustainable transport access to specific key 

services and facilities, including schools and GPs. While many policies in the 

plan seeks to reduce reliance on the private vehicle this will remain an important 

mode of transport to access essential services for older people and people with 

disabilities. Policy SO5.7 ensures that access provided is equitable, by requiring 

specific parking for people who are disabled or who have restricted mobility. 

Measures to reduce the potential for social isolation are also included in the 

Local Plan through Policy SO5.2: Communications technology. This policy 

requires the installation of new communications infrastructure at major 

developments from the point of first occupation. 

5.251 Overall, a cumulative significant positive and minor negative effect is 

expected in relation to access to services and facilities.  

SA objective 15: Help the continued 

regeneration of the local economy by protecting 

existing employment sites and ensuring there is 

adequate provision of new sites 

5.252 Policies SO4.1 and SO4.2 set out requirements for safeguarding existing 

employment land and the provision of new areas of employment land, 

respectively. The protection of existing employment land and allocating of new 

sites in the District is expected to meet the need for this type of land. The EDNA 

identified the range for employment land requirements in the District as between 

46 and 66ha (net). While all employment site allocations are expected to 
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SA objective 16: Enhance the town centres in 

order to protect and improve their vitality and 

viability 

5.255 Promoting viable Town Centres in the plan area is likely to help drive 

local investment in the District and support economic growth in the area. This 

will be supported by Policies SO6.1: Hierarchy of town and local centres, 

SO6.2: Provision of main town centre uses and town centre services and 

SO6.3: Safeguarding existing town centre services. These policies will maintain 

the concentration of Town Centre uses within appropriate locations of Cannock 

Chase. Through Policies SO6.5: Cannock Town Centre Redevelopment Areas, 

SO6.6: Rugeley Town Centre Redevelopment Areas and SO6.7: Hednesford 

Town Centre Redevelopment Areas specific sites for development will offer new 

services and employment uses in Town Centre locations which is likely to 

promote increased footfall to these areas. The redevelopment of Town Centre 

locations could help to improve the aesthetic quality of these locations, 

particularly given that these sites are mostly brownfield land. Through Policy 

SO6.4: Town Centre design the creation of attractive and safe environments is 

specifically supported at these locations which is likely to promote them as 

visitor destinations. 

5.256 Overall, a cumulative minor positive effect is expected in relation to town 

centres. 

SA objective 17: Conserve and enhance the 

built and historic environment (including 

heritage assets and their respective settings) 

5.257 Providing a relatively high level of development and supporting 

infrastructure for housing and economic growth in the District is likely to have 

some adverse impacts on heritage assets and their settings. While many of the 
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sites set out for development are brownfield where there could be opportunities 

for enhancement of local character, the settings of nearby assets may still be 

sensitive to change. Furthermore, the plan includes numerous greenfield sites 

for allocation where the undeveloped character of the land may contribute to the 

setting of heritage assets.  

5.258 The heritage impact assessment work [See reference 37] undertaken by 

the Council indicates that some of the allocated residential sites across all 

settlements in the plan area and a number of mixed use sites could have 

substantial adverse impacts on the settings of heritage assets. This includes the 

relatively large sites within the Green Belt at Lichfield Road to the south of 

Heath Hayes and Hednesford Road to the north of Norton Canes as well as 

town centre sites at Cannock (Avon Road, Park Road Bus Station, Church 

Street) and Hednesford (Uxbridge Street and Market Street). The development 

of a number of the other residential sites and town centre sites have potential to 

have more limited impact on the settings of heritage assets. While the 

employment sites were screened out of the heritage impact assessment in 

relation to impacts on the settings of heritage assets, there is potential for the 

allocation of land for new development to have impacts on archaeology and 

disruption of local character. At all sites allocated, the effects of new 

development supported relating to the historic environment will also be 

influenced by the detailed proposals which come forward at the planning 

application stage. 

5.259 Through Policies SO1.1: Protecting the Historic Environment and SO1.2: 

Enhancing the quality of the built environment, the Local Plan includes the 

requirement for proposals to conserve and enhance historic areas, sites, 

buildings and archaeological remains and contribute positively to the townscape 

and landscape. The Town Centres of the plan area include a high concentration 

of heritage assets including conservation areas at Cannock and Rugeley Town 

Centres. Given that some of the development of the plan period includes 

allocations at the Town Centres the Local Plan importantly seeks to mitigate 

impacts on heritage assets at these locations through Policy SO6.4: Town 

Centre design. This policy requires that development in these locations are 

designed to be of a high quality to help preserve and enhance the historic 

environment including conservation areas and listed buildings.  
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5.260 Overall, a cumulative uncertain mixed minor positive and minor significant 

effect is expected in relation to the historic environment. 



Chapter 5 Sustainability appraisal findings for the policies in the Preferred Options Local Plan 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options  262 

Table 5.15: Likely sustainability effects of the policies in the Preferred Options Local Plan 

Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

Vision + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Strategic 
Objective 1 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 + 0 0 ++ + + 0 0 ++ ++ 

Strategic 
Objective 2 + 0 0 0 + + 0 + 0 0 0 ++ ++ + 0 0 0 

Strategic 
Objective 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Strategic 
Objective 4 0 + 0 + 0 ++ 0 ++ + + 0 0 0 + ++ ++ 0 

Strategic 
Objective 5 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 0 0 ++ 0 ++ + ++ ++ ++ + 0 0 

Strategic 
Objective 6 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 

Strategic 
Objective 7 ++ 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 + 

Strategic 
Objective 8 + ++ ++ ++ ++ 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO1.1 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 

Policy SO1.2 + + 0 + 0 ++ 0 + 0 0 0 + + + 0 0 ++ 

Policy SO1.3 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 ++ + + 0 0 0 + 

Policy SO2.1 0 + 0 + + + 0 + -? + 0 ++ ++ ++ -? 0 0 

Policy SO2.2 + ++ + ++ + + 0 + -? 0 0 ++ ++ + -? 0 0 

Policy SO2.3 + + + + + + 0 + -? 0 0 ++ ++ + -? 0 0 

Policy SO2.4 ++ + + + + ++ 0 + -? + 0 ++ ++ + -? 0 0 

Policy SO2.5 + 0 + + + + 0 0 -? 0 0 ++ + 0 -? 0 0 
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Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

Policy SO3.1 --? --/+ ++/-- --/+ - --? +? ++/- ++ ++/-? 0 ++? ++ ++/- + ++ --? 

Policy SO3.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++? 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO3.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO3.4 - +/- - +/- - +/- + +/- ++ 0 0 + + + 0 0 +/-? 

Policy SO4.1 -? +/- + +/- +/- 0 + +/- 0 + 0 +/- + +/- ++ + -? 

Policy SO4.2 -? - -- ++/-- +/- -? ++ --/+ 0 + 0 +/- ++ +/- ++ ++ -? 

Policy SO4.3 +? +/- + +/-? -? +/-? 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? 0 ++ 0 +/-? 

Policy SO4.4 - +? 0 +? -? + 0 0 0 0 0 -? -? 0 ++ + -? 

Policy SO4.5 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 

Policy SO5.1 + ++ 0 ++ + 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 + + ++ + + 0 

Policy SO5.2 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 + ++ + 0 

Policy SO5.3 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 + + + + + 0 

Policy SO5.4 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 0 0 ++ 0 + 0 + + ++ ++ + 0 

Policy SO5.5 ++ + + + + ++ 0 + 0 0 + + + + + 0 ++ 

Policy SO5.6 + ++ 0 ++ 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 + + + 0 + + 

Policy SO5.7 0 +? 0 +? 0 0 0 +? + 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 

Policy SO6.1 0 + 0 0 0 ++ 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + ++ ++ 

Policy SO6.2 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++/- ++ 0 

Policy SO6.3 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 ++ + ++/- + 

Policy SO6.4 0 + 0 0 0 ++ 0 ++ + 0 + ++ 0 0 0 ++ ++ 

Policy SO6.5 + +/- ++ --/+ 0 +? 0 +/- ++ ++? 0 ++ + ++ ++ ++ --?/+ 

Policy SO6.6 +/-? +/- ++ +/- - +? + + ++ ++? 0 + + ++ ++ + --?/+ 
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Site SA1: 

Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

SA2: 

Pollution 

SA3: 

Previously 
developed 
land 

SA4: 

Climate 
Change 

SA5: 

Flooding 

SA6: 
Landscape 
and 
townscape 

SA7: 

Waste 

SA8: 
Sustainable 
transport 

SA9: 
Housing 

SA10: 
Education 

SA11: 
Crime 

SA12: 
Health 
and 
wellbeing 

SA13: 
Recreation 

SA14: 
Services 
and 
facilities 

SA15: 
Economy 

SA16: 
Town 
centres 

SA17: 
Historic 
environment 

Policy SO6.7 --?/+ + + +/- 0 +? + + + +? 0 + + + + + +/-? 

Policy SO7.1 ++ + 0 + + + 0 0 -? 0 0 + + 0 -? 0 + 

Policy SO7.2 ++ + 0 + + + 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 + 

Policy SO7.3 ++ + 0 + 0 + 0 + -? + 0 + + 0 +/-? 0 + 

Policy SO7.4 + + 0 + + ++ 0 0 -? 0 0 + ++ 0 +/-? 0 + 

Policy SO7.5 + + 0 + 0 ++ 0 0 -? 0 0 + + 0 +/-? 0 + 

Policy SO7.6 ++ + + + + ++ 0 0 -? 0 0 ++ ++ 0 +/-? 0 + 

Policy SO7.8 ++ + 0 + + ++ 0 + -? + 0 ++ ++ 0 +/-? 0 + 

Policy SO8.1 +? ++ + ++ 0 +/-? 0 0 +/- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 +? 

Policy SO8.2 0 ++ 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 +/- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO8.3 +/-? ++ + ++ + +/-? ++ ++ +/- 0 0 + + + + 0 -? 

Policy SO8.4 +? 0 0 ++ ++ +? + 0 +/- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO8.5 + ++ 0 + + + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO8.6 0 ++ + + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO8.7 0 0 0 + 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Policy SO8.8 0 0 0 + 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 
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Cumulative effects of the Local Plan 

with other plans 

5.261 Development in Cannock Chase District will not be delivered in isolation 

from those areas around it. The effect of delivering new development and 

supporting infrastructure will often be transmitted across administrative 

boundaries. As such it is important to consider the cumulative effects of 

delivering new development in Cannock Chase with growth being proposed in 

neighbouring authority areas. 

5.262 Cannock Chase is bordered by the following local authority areas for 

which the following Local Plan documents are currently adopted or are in 

preparation. 

Stafford 

5.263 Stafford borders Cannock Chase to the northwest and the Local Plan for 

Stafford is comprised of the Plan for Stafford Borough (2014) and the Plan for 

Stafford Borough: Part 2 (2017). A number of Neighbourhood Plans for 

Parishes in the Borough also form part of the planning policy for the District 

[See reference 38]. 

5.264 The Plan for Stafford Borough (2014) states that provision will be made 

for the delivery of 500 dwellings per year over the plan period to 2031, equating 

to a total of 10,000 dwellings, was well as approximately 8ha per year of 

employment land. The Plan identifies a total employment requirement of 160ha 

over the Plan period, made up of new provision and commitments as of April 

2013. New provision comprises 61.06ha across Stafford Town and Stone Town 

and the rest of the Borough. The Plan for Stafford Borough: Part 2 (2017) sets 

out that 10,812 houses are either completed committed or allocated through the 

Strategic Development Locations since the start of the Plan period.  
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2017, a total of 2,203 net new homes have been delivered within the District, 

alongside approximately 5,850 new dwellings that will be delivered as part of six 

Strategic Development Allocations and a Broad Development Location. The 

remaining dwellings will be delivered at a total of 67 specifically allocated sites 

that are set out in the Local Plan Allocations document. 

5.275 The Lichfield Local Plan Strategy sets out that 79.1ha of land will be 

allocated for employment uses. This includes approximately 12 ha within the 

Cricket Lane SDA and a further 10ha of land to be defined by the Local Plan 

Allocations document.  

5.276 The East of Rugeley strategic development allocation takes in land which 

is located within both Lichfield and Cannock Chase Districts and is set out in the 

Local Plan Allocations document to provide 800 homes during the plan period. 

The Lichfield Local Plan has identified this site to accommodate approximately 

1,125 dwellings (including 500 dwellings to meet the needs arising from 

Rugeley) The development of the site within the District of Lichfield has the 

potential to increase pressure the volume of traffic within Rugeley and the 

surrounding area within the north of Cannock Chase. However, residents at this 

location would be located in an area where they would have relatively good 

access to the services and facilities within Brereton local centre and Rugeley 

Town Centre and the existing employment sites in the north of Rugeley. This 

could help to promote the use of sustainable transport from the new 

development which might help to mitigate the potential for any large scale 

increase in traffic movements from this location.  

5.277 The Lichfield Local Plan Strategy sets out that the settlement of 

Burntwood is to accommodate around 1,350 dwellings up to 2029. Most of this 

development is to occur within the urban area with 375 dwelling to be delivered 

at a Strategic Development Allocation to the east of the Burntwood Bypass. 

While Burntwood benefits from a town centre and residents would have some 

level of access to nearby employment opportunities and services and facilities, 

there is still likely to be some level of increased travel between the two local 

authority areas when considering development at this settlement alongside the 

development proposed in Cannock Chase (particularly to the east of Heath 
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Hayes). There is potential for increased volumes of traffic within the Five Ways 

Island AQMA which is directly linked to Burntwood via the A5190, and this could 

compound existing air quality issues.  

5.278 Lichfield District Council is currently undertaking a review of its Local 

Plan. The Council consulted upon the Preferred Options document for the Local 

Plan review between November 2019 and January 2020. 

Walsall 

5.279 Walsall borders Cannock Chase District to the southeast. The Walsall 

Site Allocation Document (SAD) was adopted in January 2019 [See reference 

41]. Walsall also shares a joint Core Strategy (2017) with the other Black 

Country Authorities of Wolverhampton, Sandwell and Dudley, known as the 

Black Country Core Strategy (BCCS). A Black Country Local Plan review is 

currently underway with Issues and Options having been consulted on in 2017 

and work currently being undertaken to prepare a Draft Plan for Consultation 

(Regulation 18) [See reference 42].  

5.280 The BCCS (2017) states that sufficient land will be provided across the 

Black Country to deliver at least 63,000 net new homes over the period of 2006 

to 2026. Of these, the BCCS indicates that 11,973 can be accommodated in the 

District of Walsall. 

5.281 The Walsall Site Allocation Document (2019) sets out that as of the end 

of March 2017, 6,608 of these homes had already been completed with a 

further 400 under construction. The Site Allocation Document allocates land at 

several sites across the District to accommodate the remaining 5,365 homes. 

5.282 The Walsall Site Allocation Document allocates several sites for new 

housing development through Policy HC1 including some sites in Brownhills, 

Pelsall and Bloxwich which are the settlements in closest proximity to Cannock 

Chase. These sites are relatively small in size, the largest being a site at 
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potential for increased air pollution within the AQMA directly to the north of 

these and to address the potential issue of severance between these sites 

and Norton Canes to the north of the strategic road network. Sites 

allocated to the east of Heath Hayes should also seek to mitigate potential 

increases in air pollution given their close proximity to the Five Ways 

Island AQMA. This is also the case for the site located between the A5 

and M6 Toll to the east of Bridgtown given its close proximity to the AQMA 

at Watling Road. 
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whether to allocate the site, and determining what mitigation measures may 

need to be included within any future policy associated with a future allocation. 

SA Objective 17: We are concerned that the sole vehicular access to the site 

could be via the canal bridge upon The Mossley. This bridge is of heritage 

value, and is limited to a single carriageway width. There is a significant risk that 

additional traffic brought by the development could result in vehicular collisions 

and parapet strikes upon the bridge, which would cause damage to the heritage 

asset. This is pertinent in this location due to the proximity of the bridge to 

Armitage Road, the narrow width of carriageway upon the structure, and the 

absence of any pavement for pedestrian use. 

We believe that an alternative access may be required in order to ensure that 

the bridge is not inadvertently damaged by the extra use that development on 

this site could bring. The formation of a new access road from Wheelhouse 

Lane to the south or from the Industrial Estate to the north may be required and 

could offer a solution. 

We advise that the SA score should take account of these risks to this bridge. 

TBP: Towers Business Park Employment Area (includes the sites RE2(a) 

and RE4) 

The site is bordered by the Trent & Mersey canal along its south-western 

curtilage boundary. Development here could have a significant impact upon the 

canal corridor, and we believe that the SA Assessment should aim to take 

account of any potential adverse impact to ensure that any impact can be 

effectively mitigated against should this site be brought forward. 

SA Objective 4: We agree that the effects of new development on the SA 

objective will depend, to a large extent, on the design of any scheme that 
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that the Council should give real consideration to in the next iteration of the 

Local Plan review, which is anticipated to cover the preferred selection of 

employment sites.  

Response/Action taken 

A number of the same sites have been included as options for allocation across 

the Local Plan (Part 2): Issues and Options (January 2017) and the Local Plan 

Review: Issues and Options (May 2019).  These are sites which are considered 

to remain deliverable or developable over the new plan period.  The effects 

identified for the site options appraised for the Issues and Options document 

are based on the SA assumptions presented in Appendix D of the previous 

iteration of the SA Report and Appendix D of this SA Report.  This allows for a 

consistent approach to the appraisal work to be undertaken.  These 

assumptions were originally presented in the SA Scoping Report (June 2018) 

and were the same as those developed during the SA of the Local Plan (Part 2) 

to ensure consistency with the work undertaken previously.  Updates to the SA 

assumptions were made before the appraisal work was undertaken for the 

Issues and Options document to reflect changes in the policy context and 

baseline evidence for the Local Plan and consultation comments received on 

the SA Scoping Report.  The updated baseline evidence and policy context for 

the appraisal work were presented in Appendices 2 and 3 of the SA Report for 

the Issues and options Local plan respectively.  The changes were shown in the 

assumptions table in Appendix D in the SA Report for the Local Plan Review: 

Issues and Options document by underlined and strikethrough text.  The 

appraisal of sites which were originally presented in the Local Plan (Part 2): 

Issues and Options (January 2017) have been updated in line with changes to 

the SA assumptions as required in the SA Report for the Local Plan Review: 

Issues and Options (May 2019). 
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Policy Options in the Local Plan would include the creation separate policy for 

the Hatherton Branch canal restoration and would seek to safeguard the canal 

route.  This option is noted to perform significantly positively against a number 

of the SA objectives including SA 1: biodiversity, SA6 historic environment, 

SA12: health and wellbeing and SA13: leisure and recreation.  The consultation 

response received on the Issues and Options supported the suggestion that the 

canal network (including towpaths) should be clearly referenced within the 

revised Policies.  Furthermore, these comments suggested support for creating 

a separate policy for the Hatherton Canal restoration and seek to safeguard the 

canal route.  This is included in the Preferred Options Local Plan through Policy 

SO5.5. 
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Page 31 addresses impacts relating to flooding. Where sites are proposed 

within the floodplain, the Sequential Test will need to be applied to demonstrate 

how sites have been steered to land at the lowest risk of flooding wherever 

possible. The Sequential Test can be undertaken as a standalone document or 

integrated into the Sustainability Appraisal. More information on this can be 

found within the NPPG.. 

Response 

The updated Environment Agency guidance on how climate change could affect 

flood risk to new developments has been referred to in Appendix C of this SA 

Report as part of the baseline review. 

The sequential test which will inform the emerging Local Plan is to be 

undertaken separately from the Sustainability Appraisal.  This work will 

specifically inform the site selection process which is to be undertaken as the 

Preferred Options begin to emerge later in the Local Plan process.  

Comment 

Appendix 1: Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments (PFRAs) were originally published in 2011 

and are in the process of being revised for publication in December 2017.  The 

2011 PFRA for Staffordshire can be viewed here: 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328094437/http://www.environ

ment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/135526.aspx# 

Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) were published in March 2016. 

Stafford is covered by the Humber FRMP which can be viewed here: 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/humber-river-basin-district-flood-

risk-management-plan 

Local Plans, Policies and Programmes should include the Staffordshire Local 

Flood Risk Management Strategy which includes policies, objectives and 

priorities for Staffordshire and an action plan for managing flood risk. It is 

available here: https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/Flood-Risk-

Management/Local-Flood-Risk-Management-Strategy.aspx 

Your Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) should be included, although 

this will require updating to support the Local Plan review. 

Your Water Cycle Study (WCS) should be included, although this will require 

updating to support the Local Plan review. 

River Basin Management Plans should be included to reflect the current status 

of the water environment and to inform on the actions identified to bring your 

waterbodies up to Good Status as required by the Water Framework Directive. 

The RBMP that is applicable for your district is the Humber RBMP.  The 2015 

RBMPs can be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/river-

basin-management-plans-2015. 

Response 

The review of relevant plans, policies and programmes has been included in 

this SA Report at Appendix C.  This includes the Preliminary Flood Risk 

Assessment, the Flood Risk Management Plan, the Staffordshire Local Flood 

Risk Management Strategy, and the River Basin Management Plan and will 

include the updated Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and Water Cycle Study 

once this information is available.  As detailed in the previous rows this work is 

















































Appendix B Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices - Part 1  74 

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to support reduction in emissions of 

greenhouse gases. 

The Cancun Agreement- UNFCC (2011) 

Objectives and Requirements 

Shared vision to keep global temperature rise to below two degrees Celsius, 

with objectives to be reviewed as to whether it needs to be strengthened in 

future on the basis of the best scientific knowledge available. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Local Plan should aim to reduce emissions and include greenhouse gas 

emissions.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objects to support the reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions and mitigation to climate change. 
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Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable 

Development (2002)  

Objectives and Requirements 

Commitment to building a humane, equitable and caring global society aware of 

the need for human dignity for all.  

Renewable energy and energy efficiency. Accelerate shift towards sustainable 

consumption and production.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Ensure that site allocations and policies take account of the principles of the 

Declaration.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to enhance the natural environment and 

promote renewable energy and energy efficiency. 

Aarhus Convention (1998)  

Objectives and Requirements 

Established a number of rights of the public with regard to the environment. 

Local authorities should provide for:  
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Ensure site allocations and policies take account of the conservation of 

heritage. 

Implications for the SA 

The SA Framework should include an objective on the conservation and 

enhancement of heritage and decision making criteria on archaeological 

heritage. 

SEA Directive 2001  

Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the 

effects of certain plans and programmes on the 

environment  

Objectives and Requirements 

Provide for a high level of protection of the environment and contribute to the 

integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of 

plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that are selected based on the SEA findings 

(as well as other relevant factors).  
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Implications for the SA 

Requirements of the Directive must be met in Sustainability Appraisal where an 

integrated SA/SEA is being undertaken (as is the case for the Cannock Chase 

Local Plan).  

Relates to the overall SA process. 

The Industrial Emissions Directive 2010  

Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions 

(integrated pollution prevention and control)  

Objectives and Requirements 

This Directive lays down rules on integrated prevention and control of pollution 

arising from industrial activities. It also lays down rules designed to prevent or, 

where that is not practicable, to reduce emissions into air, water and land and to 

prevent the generation of waste, in order to achieve a high level of protection of 

the environment taken as a whole.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

the more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  
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Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objective for reducing pollution.  

Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 2010 on 

the energy performance of buildings 2010/31/EU  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Directive aims to promote the energy performance of buildings and building 

units.  

It requests that member states adopt either national or regional methodology for 

calculating energy performance and minimum requirements for energy 

performance.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Policies and site allocations should take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  

Implications for the SA 

Include SA objective relating to the energy performance/efficiency. 

The Birds Directive 2009  
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The Waste Framework Directive 2008 

Directive 2008/98/EC on waste 

Objectives and Requirements 

Prevention or reduction of waste production and its harmfulness. The recovery 

of waste by means of recycling, re-use or reclamation. Recovery or disposal of 

waste without endangering human health and without using processes that 

could harm the environment. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in national policy. 

Implications for the SA 

nclude sustainability objectives that minimise waste production as well as 

promote recycling. 
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The Air Quality Directive 2008  

Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and 

cleaner air for Europe  

Objectives and Requirements 

Avoid, prevent and reduce harmful effects of ambient air pollution on human 

health and the environment  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to maintain and enhance air quality. 
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The Floods Directive 2007  

Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and 

management of flood risks  

Objectives and Requirements 

Establish a framework for the assessment and management of flood risks, 

aiming at the reduction of the adverse consequences for human health, the 

environment, cultural heritage and economic activity associated with floods.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives that relate to flood management and reduction 

of risk. 
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The Water Framework Directive 2000  

Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for 

community action in the field of water policy  

Objectives and Requirements 

Protection of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and 

groundwaters.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to protect and minimise the impact on water 

quality.  

 

 

 



Appendix B Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices - Part 1  86 

The Landfill Directive 1999  

Directive 99/31/EC on the landfill of waste  

Objectives and Requirements 

Prevent or reduce negative effects on the environment from the landfilling of 

waste by introducing stringent technical requirements for waste and landfills.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in national policy.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to increase recycling and reduce the amount of 

waste.  
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The Drinking Water Directive 1998  

Directive 98/83/EC on the quality of water intended 

for human consumption  

Objectives and Requirements 

Protect human health from the adverse effects of any contamination of water 

intended for human consumption by ensuring that it is wholesome and clean.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to protect and enhance water quality.  
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The Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive 1994  

Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging 

waste  

Objectives and Requirements 

Harmonise the packaging waste system of Member States. Reduce the 

environmental impact of packaging waste.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in national policy.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to minimise the environmental impact of waste 

and promote recycling.  
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The Habitats Directive 1992  

Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural 

habitats and of wild fauna and flora  

Objectives and Requirements 

Promote the maintenance of biodiversity taking account of economic, social, 

cultural and regional requirements. Conservation of natural habitats and 

maintain landscape features of importance to wildlife and fauna.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that have been selected taking into account 

HRA findings along with other factors.  

The Plan must be subject to Habitats Regulations Assessment in line with the 

Directive.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to protect and maintain the natural environment 

and important landscape features. 
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The Nitrates Directive 1991  

Directive 91/676/EEC on nitrates from agricultural 

sources.  

Objectives and Requirements 

Reduce water pollution caused or induced by nitrates from agricultural sources 

and prevent further such pollution.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to reduce water pollution. 
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The Urban Waste Water Directive 1991  

Directive 91/271/EEC concerning urban waste water 

treatment   

Objectives and Requirements 

Protect the environment from the adverse effects of urban waste water 

collection, treatment and discharge, and discharge from certain industrial 

sectors.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Allocate sites and develop policies that take account of the Directive as well as 

more detailed policies derived from the Directive contained in the NPPF.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to reduce water pollution. 

European Spatial Development Perspective (1999)   

Objectives and Requirements 

Economic and social cohesion across the community. Conservation of natural 

resources and cultural heritage. Balanced competitiveness between different 

tiers of government.  
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Ensure that site allocations and policies take account of the Convention.  

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to protect the archaeological heritage.  

National 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Act (1979)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The act makes provision for the investigation, preservation and recording of 

matters regarding historic or archaeological interest and for the regulation of 

operations and/or activities affecting them. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Local Plan will seek to ensure policies that reflect the conservation and 

protection of heritage and archaeological assets.  

Implications for the SA 

The SA should ensure the concept of the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Act is reflect through SA objectives and appraisal questions.  
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In relation to planning, the Localism Act enables the Government to abolish 

regional spatial strategies, introduce Neighbourhood Plans and Local 

Referendums.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Local Plan will need to reflect the principles of Localism as identified in the 

document. The Local Plan will need to incorporate the concept of 

Neighbourhood Planning, with the intention of giving neighbourhoods far more 

ability to determine the shape of the places in which people live.  

Implications for the SA 

To ensure the concepts of the Localism Act are embedded within the SA 

framework. 

Relates to the overall SA process. 

National Planning Policy Framework (2019)  

Objectives and Requirements 

Presumption in favour of sustainable development.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Development plan has a statutory status as the starting point for decision 

making.  
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Implications for the SA 

Sustainability appraisal should be an integral part of the plan preparation 

process, and should consider all the likely significant effects on the 

environment, economic and social factors. 

Objectives and Requirements 

Delivering a sufficient supply of homes. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Development plans should be informed by a local housing need assessment, 

conducted using the standard method in national planning guidance. 

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include a sustainability objective / appraisal question 

relating to the supply of housing. 

Objectives and Requirements 

Building a strong, competitive economy.  
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Set out clear economic visions for that particular area.  

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to strengthening the economy.  

Objectives and Requirements 

Ensuring vitality of town centres.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Recognise town centres as the heart of their communities.  

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to the vitality of town centres.  

Objectives and Requirements 

Promoting healthy and safe communities. 
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan should be set out to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places which 

promote social interaction, are safe and accessible and enable and support 

healthy lifestyles. 

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include a sustainability objective / appraisal question 

relating to the promotion of healthy and safe communities. 

Objectives and Requirements 

Promoting sustainable transport.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

To implement sustainable transport modes depending on nature/location of the 

site, to reduce the need for major transport infrastructure.  

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to sustainable transport.  

Objectives and Requirements 

Supporting high quality communications infrastructure.  
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Enhance the provision of local community facilities and services by supporting 

the expansion of electronic communications networks.  

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to improving communication. 

Objectives and Requirements 

Making effective use of land. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan should seek to promote an effective use of land in meeting the need 

for homes and other uses, while safeguarding and improving the environment 

and ensuring safe and healthy living conditions. 

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include a sustainability objective / appraisal question 

relating to the use of previously developed land. 

Objectives and Requirements 

Achieving well-designed places. 
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan should take into account the long-term implications for flood risk, 

coastal change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes, and the risk of 

overeating from rising temperatures.  

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to climate change mitigation and 

adaption.  

Objectives and Requirements 

Conserving and enhancing the natural environment.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan should distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and 

locally designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity 

value; take a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of 

habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement of natural 

capital at a catchment or landscape scale across local authority boundaries.  

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to the conservation and enhancement 

of the natural environment.  
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Objectives and Requirements 

Conserving and enhancing the historic environment.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan should set out a positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment 

of the historic environment, including heritage assets most at risk through 

neglect, decay or other threats. 

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to the conservation and enhancement 

of historic features.  

Objectives and Requirements 

Facilitating the use of sustainable minerals.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Encourage prior extraction of minerals where practicable and environmentally 

feasible.  

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to avoiding sterilisation of identified, 

viable mineral reserves.  
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Housing and Planning Act (2016)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Act makes widespread changes to housing policy at the national level.  

Measures introduced in the Act relate to starter homes, and permitting the sale 

of higher value local authority homes.  Starter homes are the new affordable 

housing product designed by the government to specifically meet the housing 

needs of younger generations and to allow them to access home-ownership.  

The overarching aim of the Act is to promote home ownership and increase 

levels of house building. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Cannock Chase Local Plan will need to take account of the provisions of 

the Act in relation to housing provision. 

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to the provision of an appropriate 

range of housing within the District. 

Housing White Paper (DCLG, 2017) Fixing our 

broken housing market  

Objectives and Requirements 

The emphasis of the Paper is on four areas: 
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Implications for the SA 

Ensure the requirements of national planning guidance are reflected in the SA 

Framework. 

DEFRA (2018) Draft Clean Air Strategy 2018  

Objectives and Requirements 

The draft Clean Air Strategy 2018 sets out actions to improve air quality by 

reducing pollution from a wide range of sources. The final Clean Air Strategy 

will inform the detailed National Air Pollution Control Programme, to be 

published by March 2019.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Ensure that site allocations and policies will contribute to maintaining and 

improving air quality. 

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to protect and improve air quality. 
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DEFRA (2017) UK plan for tackling roadside nitrogen 

dioxide concentrations  

Objectives and Requirements 

Statutory air quality plan for nitrogen dioxide (NO2), setting out how the UK will 

be reducing roadside nitrogen dioxide concentrations. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Ensure that site allocations and policies will contribute to maintaining and 

improving air quality. 

Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to protect and improve air quality. 

HM Government (2017) The UK Climate Change 

Risk Assessment  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Climate Change Act requires the Government to compile every five years 

its assessment of the risks and opportunities arising for the UK from climate 

change.  It identifies six urgent climate change risks for the UK: 
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HM Government (2017) Industrial Strategy: Building 

a Britain fit for the future  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Government White Paper sets out the approach to building an industrial 

strategy that addresses long term challenges to the UK economy by improving 

living standards and economic growth by increasing productivity and driving 

growth across the whole country. It identifies five foundations of productivity: 

Ideas; people; Infrastructure; Business Environment; and Places. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The policies will need to encourage economic growth across the whole plan 

area and take account of changing economic conditions and requirements to 

support businesses and enterprises. 

Implications for the SA 

The SA will need to consider objectives in relation to economic growth and 

development. 
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Cannock Chase Local Plan policies should consider the need to promote 

decarbonisation of transport across all modes of transport. 

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to sustainable and active transport. 

Safeguarding our Soils- A Strategy for England 

(2011)  

Objectives and Requirements 

Current practices focus on protecting English soils and the important ecosystem 

services they provide. Research is focused on addressing evidence gaps to 

adapt and refine these policies in order to strengthen protection and their 

resilience as the climate changes. A Soil Strategy for England sets out the 

current policy context on soils and a number of core objectives for policy and 

research. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Cannock Chase Local Plan will need to include policies on the 

safeguarding of soils. 
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Lifetime Neighbourhoods (2011)  

Objectives and Requirements 

This document is a national strategy for housing in an ageing society.  It seeks 

to support residents to develop lifetime neighbourhoods in terms of resident 

empowerment, access, services and amenities, built and natural environment, 

social networks/wellbeing and housing. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The policies and site allocations will need to reflect the requirements set out 

within the national strategy. 

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to the creation of sustainable 

communities. 

UK Bioenergy Strategy (2012)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The UK Government has a responsibility to ensure that its policies only support 

bioenergy use in the right circumstances. This strategy is based on four 

principles which will act as a framework for future government policy on 

bioenergy. 
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Energy Act (2008)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Act works towards a number of policy objectives including carbon 

emissions reduction, security of supply, and competitive energy markets. 

Objectives: Electricity from Renewable Sources: changes to Renewables 

Obligation  

(RO), designed to increase renewables generation, as well as the effectiveness 

of the RO.  

Feed in tariffs for small scale, low carbon generators of electricity. Smart 

meters: the Act mandates a roll-out of smart meters to medium sized 

businesses over the next five years.  

Renewable heat incentives: the establishment of a financial support mechanism 

for those generating heat from renewable sources. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Policies and site allocations will have to ensure a positive contribution in 

meeting the climate change challenge by capitalising on renewable and low 

carbon energy opportunities and adaptation measures which reduce the threat 

of climate change.  
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Water for Life and Livelihoods: A Strategy for River 

Basin Planning (Environment Agency, 2006)  

Objectives and Requirements 

This document set out the Environment Agency's strategy to implement the 

European Water Framework Directive (WFD) by managing water based on river 

basin planning. The document aims to reduce pollution, prevent deterioration 

and improve the condition of aquatic ecosystems including wetlands.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Cannock Chase Local Plan policies should promote efficient use of water in 

new developments and good management of water resources 

Implications for the SA 

Consideration of water related issues within the SA framework. 

National Infrastructure Plan (2014)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Infrastructure Plan allows for long term public funding certainty for key 

infrastructure areas such as: roads, rail, flood defences and science. All 

elements highlighted in the Plan represent firm commitment by government to 
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supply the funding levels stipulated.  The Plan also highlights what steps the 

government will take to ensure effective delivery of its key projects 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Cannock Chase Local Plan objectives and policies should support the 

delivery of infrastructure to support new development. 

Implications for the SA 

To ensure that infrastructure delivery in embedded within the SA framework. 

Waste Management Plan for England (2013)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Waste Management Plan follows the EU principal of waste hierarchy.  This 

requires that prevention of waste, preparing for reuse and recycling should be 

given priority order in any waste legislation and policy.  From this principal a key 

objective of The Plan is to reduce the level of waste going to landfill and to 

encourage recycling.  The Plan also requires that larger amounts of hazardous 

waste should be disposed of at specially managed waste facilities. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Cannock Chase Local Plan policies will be required to incorporate the 

objectives of the national waste policy. In order to encourage the reduction of 

waste and the reuse of materials. 
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Implications for the SA 

The objectives of the national waste policy will be required to be embedded 

within the SA framework. 

Flood and Water Management Act (2010)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Act aims to reduce the flood risk associated with extreme weather.  It 

provides for better, more comprehensive management of flood risk for people, 

homes and businesses, helps safeguard community groups from unaffordable 

rises in surface water drainage charges, and protects water supplies to the 

consumer. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Local Plan should protect existing and future development as well as 

residents in Cannock Chase from flood risk. 

Implications for the SA 

The overview of flood risk management in England which is provided in the Act 

will need to be reflected in the Framework of the SA. 
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Environment Agency, Managing Water Abstraction 

(2016)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Managing Water Abstraction document sets out how water resources 

should be managed in England.  It also explains the technical, legal and policy 

requirements behind the abstraction licensing strategies. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Cannock Chase Local Plan policies should protect water resources within 

the district. 

Implications for the SA 

Include a sustainability objective relating to water resources. 

Defra, Water White Paper (2011)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The White Paper warns that the twin challenges of climate change and 

population growth mean that water scarcity is likely to become an increasing 

problem in the future.  It addresses the issues of water abstraction and pollution 

and impacts these issues are having on the ecosystems in our rivers.  It also 

urges that water affordability must be ensured for all.  
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National Policy Statement EN1: Overarching Energy 

Policy Statement (2011)  

Objectives and Requirements 

This policy document sets out government policy for the delivery of major 

planning applications for energy development.  These will be dealt with by the 

Planning Inspectorate, rather than local authorities in which the development 

occurs.  The document also specifies the criteria for waste management, traffic 

and transport , water quality and quantity, noise  and vibration, open spaces  

and green infrastructure, the landscape , visual impact , dust flood risk, historic 

environment, odour, light, smoke/steam, insects, coastal change, aviation, 

biodiversity and geodiversity. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan will need to be consistent with the National Policy Statement. 

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include a sustainability objective relating to energy 

efficiency. 
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Policies in the plan should seek to promote zero carbon residential 

development. 

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include sustainability objectives / appraisal questions 

relating to renewable energy generation and energy efficiency. 

UK Energy Roadmap (2011) DECC (as updated in 

2013)  

Objectives and Requirements 

Make the UK more energy secure.  Help protect consumers from fossil fuel 

price fluctuations.  Help drive investment in new jobs and businesses in the 

renewable energy sector.  Keep the UK on track to meet carbon reduction 

objectives 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan should encourage developments that would support renewable energy 

provision including electricity, heat and transport. 



Appendix B Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices - Part 1  147 

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include sustainability objectives / appraisal questions 

relating to renewable energy generation and energy. 

Infrastructure and Projects Authority, National 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2016-2021  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Plan outlines the details of $483 billion of investment in over 600 

infrastructure projects and programmes in all sectors between 2016 and 2021.  

The National Infrastructure Deliver Plan sets out what will be built and where.  It 

includes developments relating to transport, energy, communications, flood and 

coastal erosion, science and research, water and waste, social infrastructure 

and housing and regeneration. 

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Policies within the plan should reflect the objectives of the strategy where 

relevant. 

Implications for the SA 

Ensure the SA Report reflects the need for infrastructure to support the level of 

development required over the plan period. 
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Circular 02/2013 - The Strategic Road Network and 

the Delivery of Sustainable Development (2013) 

Department for Transport    

Objectives and Requirements 

Support the economy through the provision of safe and reliable strategic road 

network, to allow the efficient movement of goods and people. A well-

functioning road network provides safe and reliable journeys to enable growth 

by providing certainty, access to markets and improve mobility.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The plan should contain policies to promote economic growth through a reliable 

road network.  

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include sustainability objectives/ appraisal questions 

relating to a reliable road network and efficient movement of people.  

 

 



Appendix B Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices - Part 1  149 

Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA) (2009) 

Environment Agency   

Objectives and Requirements 

Provides an approach to managing flood risk across Europe, through a six year 

planning cycle based on a four stage process. Lead Local Flood Authorities 

(Unitary Authorities or County Councils) are responsible for doing a PFRA for 

local sources of flood risk, primarily from surface runoff, groundwater and water 

courses.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

Policies within the plan should reflect this approach to manage flood risk.   

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include sustainability objectives/ appraisal questions in 

relation to flood risk management.  
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Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 

Act 1990  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Planning Areas Act is to work 

alongside laws relating to special controls in respects of buildings and areas of 

special architectural or historic interest. This includes the preservation of 

architectural and historic interest.   

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Plan should include policies that reflect the conservation of architectural 

and historic assets as set out in the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 

Act.  

Implications for the SA 

Ensure the inclusion of heritage and historic interest in the formation of the SA 

objectives.  

Regional 

Flood Risk Management Plan- Humber River Basin 

District (2016)  
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How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Plan should contain policies to reflect the objectives set out in the Midlands 

Engine Strategy, including economic growth, education and connectivity.  

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include sustainability objectives that relate to the 

Midlands Engine Strategy five key objectives.  

Midlands Connect Strategy (2017)  

Objectives and Requirements 

Midlands Connect Strategy is a 25 year strategy, establishing a programme of 

strategic road and rail improvements, by tackling congestion, supporting 

housing growth and improving the transport user experience. This aims to 

improve connectivity on a regional, national and international level including the 

introduction of HS2.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Plan should aim to include policies that reflect the aims of the Midlands 

Connect Strategy. 
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Implications for the SA 

Include sustainability objectives to protect and enhance the natural environment 

and promote energy efficiency.  

Staffordshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 

(2015)  

Objectives and Requirements 

The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy sets out roles and responsibilities 

for flood risk management, flood risk assessment, funding and policies and 

actions for flood risk management in Staffordshire and the neighbouring county 

of Shropshire.  

How to incorporate into the Local Plan 

The Plan should include policies to regarding flood risk management that reflect 

the Staffordshire Local Flood Risk Management.  

Implications for the SA 

The SA Report should include sustainability objectives that relate to flood risk 

management.  
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Implications for the SA 

The SA report should include sustainability objectives relating to Green 

Infrastructure delivery and enhancement.  
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from Walsall, 10 miles from Stafford, 12 miles from Wolverhampton and 18 

miles from Birmingham.  Cannock Chase is the second smallest district in 

Staffordshire after Tamworth, extending 9.4 miles north to south and 6 miles 

west south west to east south east with a total area of 7,888 ha.  The District 

acts as a strategic link between wider Staffordshire and the West Midlands 

urban area. 

4. Over half of the District is designated Green Belt, and it also contains the 

Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). These 

designations act as significant constraints to development and have 

influenced the overall spatial strategy set out in the Local Plan (Part 1), 

which focuses most new development within the existing urban areas of 

Cannock, Hednesford and Heath Hayes, with smaller proportions to Rugeley 

and Norton Canes 

5. The pattern of growth of the urban areas of the District was historically 

associated with coal mining and more recently (since the 1960s) the 

substantial growth in residential development to meet both local and regional 

needs.  There are three main urban centres in the District; Cannock, 

Hednesford and Rugeley. 

6. The District is well served by the major national highway network, 

particularly since the opening of the M6 Toll motorway in December 2003, 

with its junction at Churchbridge.  Key north/south routes are provided by the 

A34 and A460 whilst the A5 and A51, A513 and A5190 provide links to the 

east and west. 

7. The five main rivers in the District are the River Trent, Rising Brook, Ridings 

Brook, Saredon Brook and Wash Brook.  The River Trent forms the District 

boundary to the north east, Ridings Brook is in the south west corner of the 

District and Saredon Brook forms part of the District boundary in the south-

west.  Wash Brook is located at the southern end of Cannock Chase District 

while Rising Brook runs through Rugeley. 
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emissions in the West Midlands fell 35% from 7.1t CO2 per capita to 4.6t 

CO2 per capita. Across the UK the decrease was recorded as 38% for this 

period  [See reference 7].  In Cannock Chase the largest portion of 

emissions result from fuel consumption in domestic buildings (37%).  Within 

this sector, the use of natural gas (e.g. for heating, hot water and cooking) 

accounts for the majority of emissions.  Non-domestic buildings collectively 

account for around 31% of total emissions while petrol and diesel used for 

road transport accounts for around 19%.  Emissions from aviation make up 

around 10% of the overall total, based on UK-wide aviation emissions, 

allocated to Cannock Chase based on its population.  Motorways represent 

around 16% of road transport emissions for Cannock Chase, or around 3% 

of the total emissions   [See reference 8] . 

15. 2016 had the lowest emission factor since 2005 in the UK as coal fired 

generation was much lower due to a number of power stations closures, the 

conversion of a second unit at Drax power station from coal to biomass, and 

an increase in the carbon price floor in April 2015.  Additionally, there were 

increases in the share of low carbon electricity generation due to increasing 

renewable energy capacity and a rise in nuclear generation.  Overall, the 

emission factor has declined by 45% between 2005 and 2016  [See 

reference 9]. 

16. The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy figures   [See 

reference 10]  for energy consumption (in thousand tonnes of oil equivalent 

(ktoe)) per consuming sector and household from 2005 to 2017 in Cannock 

Chase are set out in Appendix A.  There has been a general decreasing 

trend in energy consumption as well as CO2 emissions between 2005 and 

2017.  This also reflects a steady year on year decrease in total energy 

consumption in Great Britain with the only reported anomaly occurring 

between 2009 and 2010, when there was a small increase due to the 

particularly cold winter that year resulting in a higher consumption of fuels 

used for heating purposes.   

17. The decreasing trend is in part a result of a decrease in average domestic 

consumption of electricity across the UK.  This is evident in figures available 
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for the West Midlands which has seen the second largest decrease (over 

1,100kWh) of the regions in the UK in terms of average domestic 

consumption between 2005 and 2018, with the South East region displaying 

the largest decrease (over 1,200kWh)   [See reference 11].  There is a 

combination of factors which may have contributed to this reduction in 

energy consumption in the UK.  This includes weather conditions; energy 

efficient appliances, increased prices, changes in building regulations, 

increases in solar photovoltaic self-generation by household and household 

composition  [See reference 12] 

Table C.1: Source of CO2 Emissions in Cannock Chase by 

Sector (2005-2017) 

Year Industry 
and 
Commercial  

(kt CO2) 

Domestic 

(kt CO2) 

Transport 

(kt CO2) 

Total 

(kt CO2) 

Per Capita 
Emissions 
(t) 

2005 206.0 241.9 128.1 574.7 6.1 

2006 208.7 245.3 127.2 579.7 6.1 

2007 210.8 237.6 124.2 570.9 6.0 

2008 182.6 237.7 119.1 537.5 5.6 

2009 157.9 215.1 115.0 486.0 5.0 

2010 175.8 229.1 114.1 516.8 5.3 

2011 158.3 201.5 112.3 469.9 4.8 

2012 170.1 213.7 109.3 490.8 5.0 

2013 170.7 211.4 107.5 487.1 5.0 

2014 146.8 177.1 109.0 430.4 4.4 

2015 145.7 172.9 111.4 427.3 4.3 

2016 132.7 167.1 113.5 410.6 2.0 
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Year Industry 
and 
Commercial  

(kt CO2) 

Domestic 

(kt CO2) 

Transport 

(kt CO2) 

Total 

(kt CO2) 

Per Capita 
Emissions 
(t) 

2017 126.0 165.3 115.2 403.7 4.1 

 

Table C.2: Energy Consumptin in Cannock Chase by Sector 

(2005-2017) 

Year Industry and 
Commercial  

(ktoe) 

Domestic 

(ktoe) 

Transport 

(ktoe) 

Total 

(ktoe) 

2005 55.2 79.5 36.5 172.0 

2006 53.5 79.0  37.2 170.4 

2007 54.9 77.5 36.5 169.7 

2008 47.6 74.4 35.9 158.9 

2009 43.3 68.8  35.0 148.2 

2010 46.4 68.1  34.4 150.4 

2011 44 65.0 34.1 144.3 

2012 43.3 64.3  33.1 142.3 

2013 44.6 62.5 32.7 141.6 

2014 42.3 60.5 33.2 137.9 

2015 46.3 61.0 33.4 142.8 

2016  45.6 61.2 33.5 142.5 

2017 46.7 62.7 34.0 145.5 
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as a Regionally Important Geological Site (RIGS)) at Etching Hill, Rugeley, 

and the Cannock Chase Pebble Beds.  Such sites also often have high 

biodiversity value and in the case of the Triassic period Pebble Beds, 

heathland biodiversity. 

37. There are several areas of Ancient Woodland within the District, including to 

the west of Cannock and south of Rugeley.  In addition, there are 

approximately 30 Sites of Biological Interest (SBIs) located throughout the 

District.  These are sites of County-level importance and are considered to 

have substantive nature conservation value. 

38. The River Trent forms the northern most boundary of the District and the 

Trent and Mersey Canal crosses this waterbody to run into the north of 

Cannock Chase at Rugeley.  Rising Brook also flows into Rugeley but does 

so from the south.  The Cannock Extension Canal passes into the south 

east of the District to the south of Norton Canes and the M6 Toll motorway 

from the Pelsall Junction on the Wyrley and Essington Canal.  The 

Hatherton Branch Canal route is currently proposed to be restored and lies 

in the south west of the District passing to the south of Bridgtown and south 

west of Norton Canes.  Kingswood Lake is also located in the southern 

portion of Cannock Chase into which a number of smaller waterbodies 

empty, including Newlands brook.  Other important waterbodies in the 

District include Wyrley Brook and Ridings Brook which are to the south west 

by Rumer Hill. 

39. The location of international, national and local biodiversity designations in 

Cannock Chase are shown in Figure C.3 below. 
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Historic Environment 

40.  A number of archaeological inquiries have been undertaken within the towns 

of the District.  Evidence of the Historic Townscape Environment in Cannock 

can be dated back to the medieval period.  The earliest known building is 

Grade II listed, located in the town centre which has evidence suggesting 

16th century origins.  

41.  Most historic buildings in the town have been identified as being of 18th and 

19th century.  The street pattern of the town centre has changed very little 

between the medieval periods to late 19th century.  During the medieval 

period agriculture consumed a large part of the economy of the town with 

map regression suggesting open fields covered much of the 20th century 

suburban development within the area.  Housing within the inner suburbs 

comprises mostly of late 19th and 20th century date. 20th century suburban 

development had been concentrated to the south of town centre with 

northern suburbs commencing by the mid-century.  The wider-area has an 

industrial history in brick-making and ironworking in the 18th-19th centuries 

with coal mining being introduced by the early 19th century which accounted 

for a large part of the economy.  Industry has been concentrated in the south 

and south east during the 20th century with a shift towards administrative 

development.   [See reference 21] 

42.  The first designated Conservation Area in the District was Sheep Fair/Bow 

Street, Rugeley in 1973.  There are now eight Conservation Areas in total in 

the District: Cannock Town Centre; Bridgtown North Street; Rugeley Town 

Centre; Main Road, Brereton; Trent and Mersey Canal; Church Street, 

Rugeley; Talbot Street/Litchfield Street, Rugeley; and Sheep Fair/Bow Street 

Rugeley.  Of these Conservation Areas all eight have adopted Conservation 

Area Appraisals and Management Plans. 

43.  The modern historic landscape character of the District is dominated by 

several historic landscape character types.  Woodland represents 

approximately 28% of land use within the District, with coniferous woodland 
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50.  The locations of designated heritage assets in Cannock Chase are shown in 

Figure C.4 below. 
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proposed, although water supply and wastewater treatment infrastructure 

upgrades may be required in places to support proposals (although these 

are not a barrier to development).  Cannock Wastewater Treatment Works is 

identified as having capacity constraints which also requires early 

consultation on the part of developers with Severn Trent Water.   

62. Areas of higher flood risk and Source Protection Zones are shown for 

Cannock Chase in Figures A3.6 and A3.7 below.  
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Amenity/light pollution 

66. The latest light pollution map for the Cannock Chase District  [See 

reference 39] shows that it is the 211th darkest district out of the 326 within 

England.  Proportionally, light pollution in Cannock Chase is greater when 

compared to Staffordshire, West Midlands and England.  The District has 

three distinct areas over Cannock, Rugeley and Norton Canes that are 

within the highest levels of light pollution in the county (greater than 32 

Nanowatts/cm2/sr).  The darkest areas of the District (between 0.5 and 1 

Nanowatts/cm2/sr) are in the north east and lie within the Cannock Chase 

AONB, however brighter light ranging between 1 and 8 Nanowatts/cm2/sr 

are recorded at the periphery of the AONB.  Cannock Chase AONB is the 

brightest of all 34 AONBs in England, although 47% of its landmass falls in 

the third darkest category and there is no severe light pollution.  The majority 

of the light spills out from the towns of Cannock, Rugeley and Stafford into 

the AONB. 

Waste and Minerals 

Waste 

67.  Of the 38,723 tonnes of household waste produced in Cannock Chase in 

2016-2017, 45.4% was sent for reuse, recycling or composting  [See 

reference 40].  Approximately 392.1kg of waste per person was collected 

during this year.  There was a slight decrease in waste generation per 

household in 2016-2017 compared to 2015-2016 levels (392.4kg per 

household in 2015-2016) and a slight decrease also in recycling rates 

(46.7% in 2015-2016).  The issue of recycling is of particular concern in view 

of the need to reduce reliance on the major landfill site to the south of 

Cannock Town Centre (Poplars).  The Poplars landfill is also used by a 

number of adjoining authorities including Lichfield District Council, Stafford 

District Council and South Staffordshire District Council.  
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trends in population making use of local authority fertility, mortality and 

migration assumptions using estimated values from the five years before the 

base projection year.  These projections indicate that the Cannock Chase 

population will grow by 6.6% between mid-20186 and mid-2028.  There is 

expected to be an overall increase in all ages in Staffordshire County from 

2019 to 2039.  Percentage increases are expected in the District for older 

age groups, specifically persons aged 65 and over (+13.7% for ages 65 to 

74, and +58.1% for ages 65 and over)   [See reference 49]  

75. In 2019, Cannock Chase had a population density of 1,277 persons per 

square kilometre, which is higher than the England and Wales average (394 

persons per square kilometre), and the second highest in Staffordshire after 

Tamworth (2,485 persons per square kilometre)   [See reference 50]  

Housing 

76. For the year 2018 it was estimated that Cannock Chase had around 42,828 

households  [See reference 51]. This figure is expected to rise to 

approximately 47,102 households by 2039.  In the year 2016, Local 

Authorities (including those outside of the District) owned and were 

responsible for 5,150 dwellings.  [See reference 52] 

77. Houses in Cannock Chase on average cost £1,619 per square metre which 

is significantly lower than the average England and Wales of £2,395 per 

square metre  [See reference 53]. The average house price in Cannock 

Chase in October 2018 was recorded as £171,225, which is an increase of 

2.9% from £166,449 in October 2017.  Over the same period the national 

average housing price increased by 0.8% to £249,814 and the county 

average increased by 2.4% to £196,944.  The Cannock Chase average 

house price was the third lowest in Staffordshire at the end of October 2019, 

after Newcastle-under-Lyme (£157,910) and Stoke-on-Trent (£111,881)   

[See reference 54].   
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78. The median housing affordability ratio in Cannock Chase in 2018 was 

recorded as being 6.31.  This is lower than the figure at a national level 

given that in 2018 workers across the UK could typically expect to spend 

around 7.8 times annual earnings on purchasing a home  [See reference 

55].  In 1997 the figure was recorded as 3.2 for the District and 3.6 

nationally.  This demonstrates the trend for increasingly unaffordable homes 

within the District and at a national level and therefore there is a need for 

affordable housing in Cannock Chase.   

79. According to the 2011 UK Census, 70% of households in Cannock Chase 

are owner occupied, decreasing from 74% in 2001.  In addition, 13% of 

tenures are privately rented and 17% social renters, changing significantly 

from 7% and 19% in 2001, respectively.  The 2019 Cannock Chase Local 

Housing Needs Assessment  [See reference 56] identifies that the cost to 

privately rent 1 or 2 bedroom homes is similar or cheaper than the cost to 

own them as starter homes, while it is cheaper to rent larger, 3+ bedroom 

homes, than to buy them.  This reflects the increasing number of households 

in Cannock Chase that are having their housing needs met in the private 

rented sector.  The Southern Staffordshire Districts Housing Needs Study  

[See reference 57] identifies a need for future provision to be focused on 

smaller dwellings suited to younger people, whilst recognising the 

aspirations of people to live in larger properties (3 and 4 bedrooms).    

80. The minimum Local Housing Need figure for Cannock Chase in 2018 has 

been identified as 284 dwellings per year   [See reference 58].  The 2019 

Cannock Chase Local Housing Needs Assessment identified a net, unmet, 

affordable housing requirement of 365 for 2018.  This is the number of 

affordable homes needed to house those who do not currently occupy 

affordable housing and were identified as needing this type of provision.  In 

addition, the 2019 Assessment also considered households who will arise in 

for the 18-year period 2018-36, as well as those who can afford market 

rents, but who aspire to home ownership.  From this there is an identified 

rented affordable housing requirement of 1,550 dwellings and an affordable 

home ownership requirement of 1,145 dwellings, totalling an affordable 

housing requirement of 2,696 dwellings.  



Appendix C Updated baseline information 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices - Part 1  207 

81. The modelled demand for specialist older person housing in the District 

identifies a total requirement of 3,098 dwellings over the up to 2036.  This is 

expected to include around 2,190 sheltered homes and around 910 extra 

care homes.  Furthermore, the 2019 Assessment also outlines that there will 

be a total of 7,450 households up to 2036, which will need either adaptations 

to their existing housing or suitable new housing to be provided considering 

their existing or potential for future health problems expected up to 2036.   

82. The local housing requirement for Cannock Chase as set out in the Local 

Plan (Part 1) was 5,300 dwellings for the Local Plan period 2006-2028.  

When taking into account homes which have been completed from 2006/07 

to 2016/17 (2,679 dwellings), the requirement in the Local Plan (Part 1) 

stood at 2,621 dwellings giving a managed delivery target of 238 dwellings 

per annum.   

83. The most recent position statement, published in September 2019  [See 

reference 59], provides a summary of the Council's five year land supply for 

the period April 2019 to March 2024.  It identifies a five year supply 

requirement of 1,377 dwellings.  Due to no significant under delivery of 

housing over the previous three years, a buffer of 5% is applied to produce a 

final five year supply requirement of 1,446 dwellings, equating to 289 net 

dwellings per year.  Including windfall allowance, and taking account of the 

non-implementation discount, there is a total deliverable supply of 1,921 net 

dwellings, resulting in a balance of +465 net dwellings.  The statement 

therefore identifies that the Council currently has in excess of five year's 

housing land supply, at around 6.6 years. 

84. Cannock Chase forms part of the Greater Birmingham Housing Market Area 

(HMA) along with Birmingham, Bromsgrove, Dudley, Lichfield, North 

Warwickshire, Redditch, Sandwell, Solihull, South Staffordshire, Stratford 

upon Avon, Tamworth, Walsall and Wolverhampton.  Across this area, there 

is a significant housing shortfall of 28,150 dwellings to 2031 and 60,900 to 

2036.  How much of this shortfall will need to be met in Cannock Chase 

District is currently uncertain but as part of the new Local Plan preparation, 
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the Council will need to explore options for delivering some housing to meet 

the shortfall   [See reference 60] 

Health 

85. The health of people in Cannock Chase is varied compared with the 

England average.  Health deprivation is higher than average and 16.6% of 

children (2,900)  [See reference 61]  live in low income families.  Life 

expectancy for the period 2016 to 2018 for men was lower than the England 

average (79.6 years for men and 83.2 years for women) at 79.0 years for 

men and 82.4 years for women.  For men life expectancy is 7.9 years lower 

and for women it is 6.9 years lower in the most deprived areas of Cannock 

Chase when compared to the least deprived areas in the District.  Life 

expectancy between 2014 and 2016 in the District was 78.6 years for men 

and 82.6 years for women, which was slightly lower than the national 

averages of 79.5 years and 83.1 years respectively.  This shows a trend 

towards a slight decrease in local life expectancy and a widening of the gap 

since 2018 between the life expectancy of those living in the most deprived 

areas in the District and those living in the least deprived areas given that 

the figure for that year for men was 7.7 years and for women was 5.5. years   

[See reference 62].   

86.  The District is ranked 106 out of the 317 local authority districts in England 

for the domain of health deprivation and disability, which measures the risk 

of premature death and the impairment of quality of life through poor 

physical or mental health.  [See reference 63] 

87. The health summary for the District shows that Cannock Chase performs 

significantly worse than the England average in terms of life expectancy at 

birth (female); under 75 mortality rate from all cause; mortality rate from 

cancer; emergency hospital admission rate for intentional self-harm; 

percentage of adults classified as overweight or obese; percentage of 

smoking during pregnancy; percentage of breastfeeding initiation; and 

average GCSE attainment (average attainment 8 score).  It should be noted 
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that the District has seen improvements across many of these indicators in 

comparison to the previous reporting year.  The exceptions to this are for the 

indictors under 75 mortality rate from all causes; mortality rate from cancer; 

percentage of smoking during pregnancy; and percentage of breastfeeding 

initiation for which rate recorded for Cannock Chase is less favourable than 

the national average  [See reference 64]. 

Physical Activity and Obesity 

88. Although Cannock Chase experiences a range of health inequalities which 

impact on the welfare of the District's residents, physical activity and 

childhood obesity have been identified as major issues and a health priority 

in the District.   With 28.2% of the District's residents undertaking fewer than 

30 minutes of physical activity per week in 2017/18 (identifying as physically 

inactive), this is higher than the average for England, at 25.1%. Over the 

period 2017 to 2018, 74% of adults (aged 18+) in the District were classified 

as overweight or obese. This represented an increase of more than 4% from 

2016/17 and is significantly higher than the England average of 62%.  

89. In children aged 10-11, those classified as overweight or obese rose from 

36% in 2016/17 to 37.1% in 2017/18. On the other hand, the percentage of 

overweight and obese children aged 4-5 fell from 27.6% in 2016/17 to 

26.4%.  However, this remained above the average for England (22.4%)   

[See reference 65]. Public Health England has identified that environmental 

drivers such as the availability of cheap and readily available fast food have 

a significant impact on obesity and contribute to an obesogenic environment.  

Data from June 2017 indicates that 33.4% of all food outlets in Cannock 

Chase are takeaway food outlets.  Takeaways comprised a larger proportion 

of food outlets in Cannock Chase than in any other District in Staffordshire in 

2017.  Although the underlying factors that contribute to obesity are complex 

and wide-ranging, and those identified here cannot be casually attributed to 

the prevalence of obesity in Cannock Chase, it is evident that the District 

experiences a range of factors linked to obesity and could therefore be more 

susceptible to a higher prevalence of overweight and obesity-related health 
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96. Children from the most disadvantaged backgrounds (those eligible for free 

school meals) are less likely to achieve the expected level of attainment at 

each stage in the education system or to progress to higher education  [See 

reference 74]  The percentage of pupils in receipt of Free School Meals 

(FSM) was 13% in Cannock Chase in 2015 which is lower than the West 

Midlands figure of 18% and the national figure of 15%   [See reference 75]. 

97. Figure C.9, below, shows areas of higher and lower deprivation in Cannock 

Chase as per the 2019 IMD.  
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Education 

101. There are 33 mainstream schools in the District, consisting of 27 primary 

schools (infants and juniors) and six secondary schools.  This reflects a 

change in circumstances in the District since September 2018 given that the 

Hagley Park School at Rugeley has recently closed.  Four of the secondary 

schools in the District are classed as technology colleges.  In addition, 

Cannock Chase Technical College has premises in Cannock and Bridgtown.  

There are two special schools and one independent school in the District.  

102. Statistics from January 2018 to December 2018 show that the proportion 

of adults (aged 16 to 64) in Cannock Chase who have attained qualification 

levels equivalent to NVQ level 4 and above (26.6%) is slightly below that of 

the West Midlands (33.1%) and Great Britain (39.3%).  While up to date 

figures are not available at District level in relation to those residents who 

have no qualifications, the proportion of those in the West Midlands who fall 

into this category is 10.3%, which is higher than the national average of 

7.8%.  GCSE attainment for Cannock Chase pupils is worse than the 

England average, with 84.4% of residents attaining NVQ1 level qualifications 

and 69.1% attaining NVQ2 level qualifications, compared with 85.4% and 

74.9% for Great Britain, respectively  [See reference 81].  Furthermore, 

there are inequalities within the District in relation to educational 

achievement (specifically pupils achieving five GCSEs or more) which range 

from 25% in Cannock North ward to 59% in Hawks Green ward  [See 

reference 82].  

Culture, Leisure, Recreation and 

Tourism 

103. There are a range of leisure and recreational facilities in the District, 

including the Cannock and Rugeley Leisure Centres, commercial fitness 

centres and various golf courses.  The District also has a number of 
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within the District. The study provides an evidence base to assist in the 

formulation of future development plan policies to sustain and increase 

vitality and viability of the town centres across the District and assist in the 

determination of planning applications for potential retail and leisure 

development. It will be used to inform policy in the emerging Local Plan, 

which is anticipated to be adopted in 2022 and will identify how land is used 

and help determine what is built there. 

119. The study identifies Cannock Town Centre as an important town centre 

that provides a sub-regional centre role in the District and suggests that 

Cannock Town Centre could benefit from new leisure development and the 

provision of arts and cultural facilities. The study also finds that Rugeley and 

Hednesford continue to provide town centre retail and service uses and 

recommend that both remain identified as 'Town Centres' in the local plan 

centre hierarchy.  

120. The study recommends that a lower Retail Impact Assessment threshold 

of 500sqm should be adopted for Cannock, Rugeley and Hednesford Town 

Centres. The study also recommends a floorspace threshold for Hednesford 

of 500sqm gross, and 200sqm at other District, Local and Neighbourhood 

Centres. A lower threshold for Cannock Town Centre is recommended 

because it is in need of investment to improve the reasonably poor vitality 

and viability. 

Transport 

121. The District is well served by the major national highway network, 

particularly since the opening of the M6 Toll motorway in December 2003, 

with its junction at Churchbridge.  Key north/south routes are provided by the 

A34 and A460 whilst the A5 and A51, A513 and A5190 provide links to the 

east and west.  The M6 Toll motorway is operated by Midland Expressway 

Limited which has a 53 year concession to design, build and operate this 

route.  The Department for Transport have however retained the highway 

authority status for M6 Toll motorway with Highways England carrying out 
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Notes 

No GIS data needed 

SA Objectives 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, climate 

change. 

Assumptions 

All types of site options 

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will influence this 

SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 

sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; 

however these factors are considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 

8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all site options will have negligible effects on 

this SA objective. 

Notes 

No GIS data needed 
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Assumptions 

The effects of new development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend 

on factors such as the incorporation of green space within development sites 

which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could have an 

effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night.  However, such 

issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site).  Therefore, the 

effects of all of the site options on this SA objective will be negligible (0). 

Notes 

No GIS data needed. 

SA Objectives 

12. 12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are accessible for 

those in need. 

Assumptions 

Residential and Gypsy and Traveller site options 

Sites that are within walking distance (600m) of existing healthcare facilities (i.e. 

GP surgeries or hospitals) will ensure that residents have good access to 

healthcare services.  While public health will also be influenced by the proximity 

of sites to open spaces, walking and cycle paths, this is considered separately 

under SA objective 13 below.  Therefore:   
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Appendix E 
SA matrices for the site options at the 

Preferred Options stage  

SA Matrices for the residential sites  

C17: St Chad's Courtyard, Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor 

 

SA Objectives  SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site.  However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site lies entirely within urban classified land and is not situated within a 

Source Protection Zone or adjacent to the strategic road network. The site is 

also not located within or directly linked to an AQMA.  As the site is on 

brownfield land it is expected that development here will encourage the 

preservation of high quality soils in the District.  Therefore, a minor positive 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land.  There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is small (it 

is 0.3ha and would accommodate 10 dwellings) in size.  Therefore, a minor 

positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the UR26 LCT and is classified as urban. The site is 

not within close proximity to the Cannock Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  The effect of new 

development on the landscape will depend in part on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

depend �O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W������

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops along Cannock Road and 

Moss Street, providing a range of routes and services.  The site is also just over 

1km from Hednesford Railway Station. The close proximity of the site to these 

sustainable transport links is likely to help encourage travel by more sustainable 

modes in the District.  Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 10 new residential dwellings.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

The site is located within 600m from Chadsmoor Church of England Junior 

School and also Chadsmoor Community Infant and Nursery School, but is not 

within walking distance of any secondary school. Therefore, an uncertain minor 

positive effect is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the area 

have capacity for new students.   

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

This site is adjacent to Moss Street Surgery, but is not within 600m of a 

hospital.  As such, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.   
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012).  This includes several areas of semi-natural greenspace 

and housing amenity land. Additionally, there are a number of play areas 

located within amenity land at Brooklands Road and Kelvin Drive, and a 

churchyard and cemetery lies adjacent to the site's northern boundary.  a green 

link, Cannock Golf Course, Cannock Cemetery, and several areas of amenity 

greenspace. There are no PRoWs within close proximity to the site. The close 

proximity of these features to the site is likely to help encourage their use by 

new residents.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock and therefore a significant positive effect is 

likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to 

a range of services and facilities.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards the regeneration of the local 

economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock but it is outside of the town centre which is to 

the south-west.  The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C63: Land adjacent and to the rear of 419-435, 

Cannock Road, Hednesford* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

SSSI is located approximately 500m to the east of the site. A minor negative 

effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as 

the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more 

specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning 

application stage. In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity 

if new developments include green infrastructure. 
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The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.6km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  +/-? 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D��

negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on 

brownfield land and as such development at this location would result in the use 

of previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in 

terms of land use. Most of the site lies within Source Protection Zone 3 and as 

such there is potential for detrimental impacts on local water quality. 

Overall, a mixed effect (minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is expected on 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 
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Justification  

The site is located entirely on brownfield land and is quite small in size (25 

homes are suggested). A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of 

the site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and 

buildings which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 
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Justification 

The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR04 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located entirely on brownfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the 
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development of greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse 

onsite buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 55m of Hednesford railway station and there are a 

number of bus stops within 350m of the site, the closest of which is located 

adjacent to the site on Cannock Road. This bus stop provides access to a 

number of services, the most frequent of which operated once every 15 

minutes. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 

as it gives potential residents the option of using sustainable modes of 

transport. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 25 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

West Hill Primary School is located within 175m of the site to the north. 

Staffordshire University Academy (a secondary school) is located approximately 

455m to the west of the site. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on 

this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability 

of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 25 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���F�O�R�V�H���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���R�Q�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\�����6�W���-�R�K�Q�¶�V���6�X�U�J�H�U�\���L�V��

approximately 100m to the north east of the site on Station Road. There is no 

hospital within 600m of the site. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this 

SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The closest open space to the site is the private sports ground by Angelsey 

Street which is within 80m to the east. Access to this open space is limited 

however. The civic square at Hednesford High Street is located within 195m of 

the site to the east. The closest area of green space identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) is located within 40m of the site to the south west. 

Access to a PRoW is provided at Stanley Road within 330m of the site to the 

north west. A significant positive is expected on this SA objective given that the 

site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within Hednesford and therefore a significant positive effect 

is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity 

to a range of services and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Hednesford but it is outside of the town centre which is 

to the south east. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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C64: Land at Rawnsley Road, Hazel Slade* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of one biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Chasewater And The 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located within 25m of the site 

to the west. 

As such, given the biodiversity site which might be affected by development at 

this location is a national or international designation, a significant negative 

effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that 

appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be 

opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green 

infrastructure.The site is located within 1.6km of the Cannock Chase SAC which 

is to the north, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D��

negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on 

greenfield land which is identified as urban and as such development at this 

location would result in the use of land which has not previously been 

developed meaning a minor negative effect is expected in terms of land use. 

The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 

development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water 

quality 

Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 

60 homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the 

development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of 
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materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed 

brownfield sites. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would 

increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District. The site is located 

outside of flood zone 3 and flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located mostly within UR27 (a small portion of the site to the north is 

located within UR26) which is classified as urban land in the Landscape 

Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is however located 

within 505m of the Cannock Chase AONB which is located to the west. As such 

given that the close proximity of development at this site to a designated 

landscape may have adverse impacts on it in terms of landscape character a 

significant negative effect has been identified on this SA objective. The negative 

effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield sites. A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective given that 

there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite 

which might help to minimise local waste production. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. The site is, however, located 

in close proximity to a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop is located 

adjacent to the site to the south west on Rawnsley Road. A bus stop is 

accessible on Rugeley Road to the north east of the site within 240m. These 

bus stops provide access to bus services once every 30 minutes. A minor 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 60 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  26 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hazel Slade Community Primary School is located within 395m to the north 

west. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. This 

positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 60 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity of one health facility; Rawnsley 

Surgery is approximately 380m to the south west of the site on Rawnsley Road. 

There is no hospital within 600m of the site. A minor positive effect is therefore 

likely on this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The closest open space to the site is Rawnsley Greenlink which is 

adjacent to the north and has been identified as a semi-natural open space. 

Most of this land has been identified in the Green Space Network (2012). 

Hednesford Hills is another semi-natural open space to the west and south of 

the site within 25m by Rawnsley Road. This area has also been identified within 

the Green Space Network (2012). Westgate Park is adjacent to the site to the 

south east and this area also incorporates a number of playgrounds. The 

closest housing amenity land is located by Aintree Close within 20m to the 

south east. A number of PRoWs can be accessed to the west of the site within 

20m by Rawnsley Road. A significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
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objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open 

spaces and PRoWs. 

This significant positive effect is likely to be combined with an uncertain minor 

negative effect. The site is located partially on Rawnsley Greenlink. As such 

dependent upon the design of the scheme for this site the provision of 

residential development may impact upon access to open space for recreational 

and leisure uses in the District. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. The site is however 

located adjacent to a bus stop on Rawnsley Road and within 240m of a bus 

stop which is on Rugeley Road. These public transport nodes may provide 

resident with access to services and facilities further afield. A minor negative 

effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Hednesford town centre is the closest of these areas but is located 

to the west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective 
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C81: Land at Chapel Street, Heath Hayes* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  The site is located approximately 85m to the north of Newlands 

Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS). Therefore, a minor negative effect is identified in 

relation to this SA objective, although an uncertainty is attached to this effect.  

As the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4km to the north of the site, a 

minor negative but uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  Overall, an uncertain 

minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 
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Justification  

The site is directly adjacent to an AQMA designated along Cannock Road, so a 

significant negative effect is expected on air quality.  Additionally, as the site is 

adjacent to the A5190 road a minor negative effect is identified in relation to 

noise pollution, although this is uncertain.  As the site is on greenfield land 

classed as urban land it is expected that development may have adverse 

effects on soils in the District. The site is also not located within a Source 

Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have 

an adverse effect on local water quality. Overall, significant negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

This site consists of mostly greenfield land.  As this is a large site with potential 

to provide approximately 30 new residential dwellings, the loss of greenfield 

land may be significant.  A significant negative effect is therefore likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1.  In addition, as this is a greenfield site it 

is likely that development will lead to the increase of impermeable surfaces and 

a greater risk of flooding.  Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 
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Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB.  A negligible effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negligible effect is uncertain given 

that the specific design of the development which might proceed at this location 

is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  The site is, however, 

located in close proximity to a number of bus stops including those along 

Hednesford Road.  The closest bus stop is located 80m to the north of the site. 

A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 30 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of education 

facilities.  Five Ways Primary School is located 590m to the north-west the site, 

whilst Gorsemoor Primary School is located within 480m to the west of the site, 
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and Heath Hayes Primary School is approximately 500m to the north-east. 

However, the site is not within close proximity to a secondary school. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within approximately 420m of Heath Hayes & Chase Medical 

Centre to the north west.  The site is not located within 600m of a hospital.  A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces and a number of 

PRoWs, with the closest PRoW running along the site's eastern boundary.  

Nearby open spaces includes several areas of semi-natural greenspace and 

amenity greenspace. In addition, there is a green link within 200m of the site, 

St. John's Church Cemetery, private and public sports grounds, Heath Hayes 

Park and Heath Hayes and Wimblebury Alltoments. The close proximity of 

these features to the site is likely to help encourage their use by new residents.  

Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located within Heath Hayes which has been identified as a Local 

Centre.  An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective given that new residents may be provided with a good level of access 

to existing community services and facilities at this location. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Heath Hayes and therefore is not within any of the 

identified town centre locations of Cannock Chase, the closest of which is 

Hednesford to the north west.  The development of the site would therefore not 

help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or 

encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to 

benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C84: Land to the East of Wimblebury Road, 

Heath Hayes* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of one biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Chasewater And The 
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Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located to the west of the site 

within 400m.  

As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development 

at this location is a national or international designation, a minor negative effect 

is expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate 

mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 

habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

The site is located within 3.5km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the 

north, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���:�L�P�E�O�H�E�X�U�\���5�R�D�G���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V��

located within the AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, B4154 

(Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five Ways Heath 

Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As such development at 

this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of 

increased vehicle traffic, a significant negative effect is identified for air quality. 

�$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on greenfield land 

which is identified mostly as Grade 4 Agricultural Land and as such 
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development at this location would result in the use of land which has not 

previously been developed meaning a minor negative effect is expected in 

terms of land use. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and 

therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on 

local water quality. 

Overall, a significant negative is expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 

150 homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the 

development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed 

brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 
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energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would 

increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District. The site is located 

outside of flood zone 3 and flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 
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minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield sites. A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective given that 

there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite 

which might help to minimise local waste production. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. The site is, however, located 

in close proximity to a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop is located 

adjacent to the site to the west on Wimblebury Road. Bus stops are also 

accessible on Brickworks Road and Melbourne Road to the north west within 

120m and to the west within 60m respectively. The bus stop at Wimblebury 
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Road provides access to a bus service which runs relatively infrequently (a 

service is provided once every 60 minutes). Information about bus services 

accessible from the other bus stops identified has not been provided. 

Considering the relative infrequency of the bus services accessible within close 

proximity of the site a negligible effect expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

150 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Heath Hayes Primary School is located adjacent to the site to the west. A minor 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. This positive effect is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
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This site is expected to provide 150 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The closest open space to the site is to the south at Heath Hayes 

Park. Heath Hayes and Wimblebury Allotments are contained within the park 

however access to the allotments has been identified as being limited. Hobart 

Road Greenlink is also adjacent to the site to the west. The closest area of 

amenity housing land is located by Hobart Road within 15m of the site to the 

west. An area of semi-natural open space is located to the east of the site; 

however access to this area has been identified as being limited. A PRoW is 

provided at the southern edge of the site where it runs to the east before 

eventually connecting Wimblebury Road to Sevens Road. A significant positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby 

access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW. 

This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (150 are planned) 

and so an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected as there may be 

opportunities to incorporate open space at the site. It is unknown whether new 

open space would be provided until proposals for the site come forward. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is located on the eastern edge of Heath Hayes (a Local Centre) and 

therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Heath Hayes but it is outside of the three town centre 

locations identified in the District. Hednesford town centre is the closest of these 

areas but is located to the north west of the site. The development of the site 
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would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in 

that area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which 

might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C85: Car sales and printers, Mill Street, 

Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site. However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 
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Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

on air quality. As the site is not adjacent to a �P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D��

negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on 

brownfield land and as such development at this location would result in the use 

of previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in 

terms of land use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone 

and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect 

on local water quality. 

Overall, minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 
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Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land. There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials. The site is 

relatively small (10 homes are expected) in size. Therefore, a minor positive is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. Therefore, an 

uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. The effect of 

new development on the landscape will depend in part on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����
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However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops providing a range of routes 

and services, including a bus stop approximately 110m east the site on the 

Lichfield Road which has services every 30 minutes. The site is also 

approximately 315m from Cannock Railway Station to the east. The close 

proximity of the site to these sustainable transport links is likely to help 

encourage travel by more sustainable modes in the District. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 10 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is �O�R�F�D�W�H�G���������P���I�U�R�P���6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G��

approximately 530m south of Cannock Chase High School. The site is also 

within walking distance of Cannock Youth Centre and Cannock Chase College. 

As such, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely. The effect will be 

dependent in part upon on the capacity of the existing schools for new students. 

This site is expected to provide 10 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 

Justification  

This site is within 600m of Cannock Chase Hospital and The Colliery Practice. 

As this site is within walking distance of both a hospital and a GP, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs. This includes the civic 

square at Cannock Town Centre, as well as Cannock Park and Mill Green 

Nature Park. The close proximity of these features to the site is likely to help 

encourage their use by new residents. Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R��encourage 

access of residents to community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards the regeneration of the local 

economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 

Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that residential development at this site will play a role in 

enhancing the town centre. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a minor impact on three designated assets 

(Church of St Luke, 8 & 8a Mill Street, and 10 Mill Street) and the setting of the 

Cannock Town Centre Conservation Area. However, a high quality design could 

enhance the setting of the conservation area and could also enhance the 

setting of non-designated assets (Nos. 41 to 49 Mill Street) immediately west of 

the site. As such, a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA 

objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

C86: Land at Walsall Road, Avon Road, Hunter 

Road, Hallcourt Lane, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site. However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 
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Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --?/+ 

Justification  

The site is located along the A34 and links directly to the AQMA which has been 

declared at the A5 to the south 970m. As such, development at this location 

may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle 

traffic. As the site is adjacent to the A34, development at this location could 

result in noise pollution affecting new residents and users of the site. It may be 

possible however, to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 

This site is located on mostly brownfield land which has been cleared after 

development and could therefore have a minor positive effect on conserving 

soil. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 

As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) effect is 

expected on this SA objective. The significant negative effect is uncertain 

dependent upon whether it is possible to mitigate the effect of noise pollution on 

local amenity. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 
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Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land. There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials. The site is 

relatively small (24 homes are expected) in size. Therefore, a minor positive is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. Therefore, an 

uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. The effect of 

new development on the landscape will depend in part on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����
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However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops providing a range of routes 

and services, including a bus stop directly adjacent the site on the A34 which 

has services every 15 minutes. The site is also approximately 340m from 

Cannock Railway Station to the east. The close proximity of the site to these 

sustainable transport links is likely to help encourage travel by more sustainable 

modes in the District. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 24 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located 350m from Cannock Chase College and is also within 

�Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���<�R�X�W�K���&�H�Q�W�U�H���D�Q�G���6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\��

School. However, the site is not within close proximity of a secondary school. 

As such, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely. The effect will be dependent 

in part upon on the capacity of the existing schools for new students. 

This site is expected to provide 24 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 

Justification  

This site is within 600m of Cannock Chase Hospital and The Colliery Practice. 

As this site is within walking distance of both a hospital and a GP, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs. This includes the civic 

square at Cannock Town Centre, as well as Cannock Park and Mill Green 

Nature Park. The close proximity of these features to the site is likely to help 

encourage their use by new residents. Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R��encourage 

access of residents to community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards the regeneration of the local 

economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 

Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that residential development at this site will play a role in 

enhancing the town centre. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  64 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a significant impact on non-designated 

assets (Electric Palace Picture House, and Nos. 6-10 (even) and 14-22 (even) 

Walsall Road) and minor impact on the setting of the Cannock Town Centre 

Conservation Area. However, retention of the non-designated assets would 

screen much of the rest of the site from the conservation area and built heritage 

assets within it. As such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to 

this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

C113(c) Pt2: Land to the West of Pye Green 

Road, Hednesford 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  65 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site lies approximately 500m south west of the Cannock 

Chase SAC and SSSI. Consequently, it also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely 

in relation to this SA objective as the proximity to internationally designated 

sites provides an indication of potential adverse effects but uncertainty exists as 

appropriate mitigation measures may avoid some adverse effects. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The entirety of the site is classified as Grade 3 agricultural land. The site is not 

within a Source Protection Zone, is not adjacent to the strategic road network 

and does not lie within or link directly to an AQMA. Therefore, an uncertain 

significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. Uncertainty is 

attached to the effect as it is unclear whether the agricultural land is classed as 

Grade 3a or 3b. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  66 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

This site consists of mostly greenfield land. As this is a large site with potential 

to provide approximately 446 new residential dwellings, the loss of greenfield 

land may be significant. A significant negative effect is therefore likely in relation 

to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  67 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1. In addition, as this is a greenfield site it 

is likely that development will lead to the increase of impermeable surfaces and 

a greater risk of flooding. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

This site lies within approximately 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB to the 

north. At this location therefore has the potential to result in adverse impacts on 

the existing character of the protected landscape of the AONB. In addition, it is 

situated within Sandstone Hills & Heaths LCT, where the landscape character is 

of moderate sensitivity. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective as the exact effect of the landscape depend 

mainly on the specific design of new developments.  
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  68 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops many of which operate along 

�3�\�H���*�U�H�H�Q���5�R�D�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�W���%�U�R�D�G�K�X�U�V�W���*�U�H�H�Q����

These bus stops provide access to a range of routes and services. The site is 

not within 1km of a train station. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective.  
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  69 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

196. As such considering that this site would provide a number of new homes to 

meet local need but and is likely to result in the provision of affordable housing 

(as residential sites of 10 homes or more are expected to make affordable 

housing provision) a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located approximately 500m west of Pye Green Academy and 

Moorhill community Primary School. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on 

this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability 

of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 196 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  70 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of outdoor open spaces identified in the 

Green Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs. In addition, as 

the site would provide for more than 100 new homes opportunities for the 

incorporation of open space onsite may come forward. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the north western settlement edge of Cannock and 

Hednesford. It is also located within closest proximity of Hednesford town centre 

which is likely to provide access to existing services and facilities. As the site 

would also provide access to a range of public transport it is likely to contribute 

towards the aim of preventing isolation in the District. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. As such providing 

development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C113(f): Land west of Pye Green Road, 

Hednesford Cannock (Adjacent to Pye Green 

Road Land South of and Surrounding 

C113((e))*   

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  This site lies approximately 425m from the Pye Valley Green Site 

of Biological Importance (SBI).   

The Cannock Chase SAC lies just over 1km to the north of the site, therefore a 

minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new residential 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site.  Overall, a minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is greenfield land and the majority of the site is classified as Grade 3 

agricultural land with areas in the south east of the site classified as urban land.  

The site is not within a Source Protection Zone, is not adjacent to the strategic 

road network and does not lie within or link directly to an AQMA.  Therefore, an 

uncertain significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

Uncertainty is attached to the effect as it is unclear whether the agricultural land 

is classed as Grade 3a or 3b. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

This site consists of mostly greenfield land.  As this is a large site with potential 

to provide approximately 78 new residential dwellings, the loss of greenfield 

land may be significant.  A significant negative effect is therefore likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  75 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1.  In addition, as this is a greenfield site it 

is likely that development will lead to the increase of impermeable surfaces and 

a greater risk of flooding.  Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  76 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

This site lies approximately 290m to the east of the Cannock Chase AONB, at 

its closest point. This location therefore has the potential to result in adverse 

impacts on the existing character of the protected landscape of the AONB.  In 

addition, it is situated within Sandstone Hills & Heaths LCT, where the 

landscape character is of moderate sensitivity.  Therefore, an uncertain 

significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the exact 

effect of the landscape depend mainly on the specific design of new 

developments.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops many of which operate along 

�3�\�H���*�U�H�H�Q���5�R�D�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�W���/�L�P�H�S�L�W���/�D�Q�H������

These bus stops provide access to a range of routes and services.  It is also 

approximately 1.5km to Hednesford railway station, both of which are likely to 

encourage the use of public transport.  Therefore, a minor positive effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 78 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within approximately 390m from Staffordshire University 

Academy and about 595m from Pye Green Academy.  It is also adjacent to 

Poppyfield Primary Academy.  Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect 

is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the area have capacity 

for new students. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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Appendices  79 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of outdoor open spaces identified in the 

Green Space Network (2012) as well as a PRoW. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located on the north western settlement edge of Cannock and 

Hednesford. It is also located within closest proximity of Hednesford town centre 

which is likely to provide access to existing services and facilities. As the site 

would also provide access to a range of public transport it is likely to contribute 

towards the aim of preventing isolation in the District. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C113(g): Land west of Pye Green Road, 

Hednesford Cannock (Land Northern end of 

C113(c))* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  This site lies approximately 480m from the Cannock Chase SAC 

and SSSI.  Consequently, it also lies within the 15km radius around Cannock 

Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective as the proximity to internationally designated sites 

provides an indication of potential adverse effects but uncertainty exists as 

appropriate mitigation measures may avoid some adverse effects. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The entirety of the site is classified as Grade 3 agricultural land and the site is 

identified as being greenfield land. The site is not within a Source Protection 

Zone, is not adjacent to the strategic road network and does not lie within or link 

directly to an AQMA.  Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely 

in relation to this SA objective.  Uncertainty is attached to the effect as it is 

unclear whether the agricultural land is classed as Grade 3a or 3b. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

This site consists of greenfield land.  As this is a large site with potential to 

provide approximately 80 new residential dwellings, the loss of greenfield land 

may be significant.  A significant negative effect is therefore likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1.  In addition, as this is a greenfield site it 

is likely that development will lead to the increase of impermeable surfaces and 

a greater risk of flooding.  Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

This site lies close to the southern boundary of the Cannock Chase AONB, 

approximately 110m at its closest point.  This location therefore has the 

potential to result in adverse impacts on the existing character of the protected 

landscape of the AONB.  In addition, it is situated within Sandstone Hills & 

Heaths LCT, where the landscape character is of moderate sensitivity.  

Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective as the exact effect of the landscape depend mainly on the specific 

design of new developments.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops many of which operate along 

Pye Green Road to the east of the site, as well as at Broadhurst Green.  These 

bus stops provide access to a range of routes and services.  It is also 

approximately 2km to Hednesford railway station, both of which are likely to 

encourage the use of public transport.  Therefore, a minor positive effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 80 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a primary school (Poppyfield 

Primary Academy) but not a secondary school.  A minor effect is therefore likely 

on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the 

availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 80 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.   
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of outdoor open spaces identified in the 

Green Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the north western settlement edge of Hednesford.  It is 

also located within closest proximity of Hednesford town centre which is likely to 

provide access to existing services and facilities. The site is also located within 

350m of several bus stops. Therefore, a significant positive effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C115: Land at Newlands Lane, Heath Hayes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Newlands a Biodiversity Alert Site is located approximately 10m 

north west of the site, just across Newlands Way and the Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located approximately 640m 

east of the site. A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA 

objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated 

sites cannot be determined until more specific development proposals are made 

which would occur at planning application stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.3km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --/+ 
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Justification  

The site is located on Newlands Lane which links to the AQMA that extends 

over the roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) 

leading to the Five Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath 

Hayes, which lies approximately 50m north east of the site. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic, a significant negative effect is identified for air 

quality. A significant negative effect is therefore likely on air quality as 

development at this location is expected to increase levels of air pollution in the 

area as a result of increased vehicle traffic. As the site is not adjacent to a 

�P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G�����D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�Lon to noise 

pollution. In contrast, a minor positive effect is likely for preserving soils as the 

site lies on brownfield land where as there is likely to be a negligible effect on 

water quality as the site does not lie within a Source Protection Zone.  

Overall a mixed effect (minor positive and significant negative effect) is likely on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located entirely on brownfield land and is quite small in size (it has 

an indicative capacity of 23 homes). A minor positive effect is likely as the 

redevelopment of the site would present increased potential for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which are already onsite. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The east section of the site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield 

Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock 

Chase District. This area has been identified as having a moderate level of 

sensitivity to development. The west section of the site is located within UR26 

which is classified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment for 

Cannock Chase District.  

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the 
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development of greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse 

onsite buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are seven bus stops within 350m of the site all which are served every 30 

minutes; six are located on Hednesford Road (B1454) and one located on 

Wimblebury Road. The site is not within 1km of a railway station. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is located approximately 70m north of the site on Cannock Road 

(A5190). 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 10. 

As such considering that this site would provide a number of new homes to 

meet local need but and is likely to result in the provision of affordable housing 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  95 

(as residential sites of 23 homes or more are expected to make affordable 

housing provision) a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Gorsemoor Primary School is located approximately 600m north of the site, but 

there are no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor positive effect 

is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will 

depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 23 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 
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night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The west and south site boundaries are bound by the unrestricted 

Newlands Lane semi natural open space. Within this designation, there are two 

sports gro�X�Q�G�V�����D���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�S�R�U�W�V���J�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�D�W���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V��

east boundary and Heath Hayes Football Club (private sports ground) that has 

limited access which is situated approximately 115m east of the site. In addition, 

Heath Hayes Park which has unrestricted access is located approximately 

255m to the north east of the site. A PRoW linking Cannock Road and 
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Hednesford Road lies approximately 75m north of the site and another PRoW 

lies 60m west of the site and links Newlands Lane with Cannock Road. A 

significant positive is expected on this SA objective given that the site would 

provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and PRoW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G��avoid isolation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the south east periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  98 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on the periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre but it is 

outside of the three town centre locations identified in the District. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

E.1 The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work 

undertaken on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is 

expected in relation to this SA objective. 
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C116(a): Land south of A5190, Lichfield Road, 

Heath Hayes (Phase 1) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Newlands a Biodiversity Alert Site is directly adjacent to the 

�V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���O�L�H�V���W�K�H���+�D�Z�N�V�¶�V���*�U�H�H�Q���1�D�W�X�U�H��

Reserve and dismantled railway Site of Biological Interest approximately 150m 

to the north east. The Chasewater and the Southern Staffordshire Coalfield 

Heaths SSSI is located approximately 865m east of the site. A minor negative 

effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as 

the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more 

specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning 

application stage. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.2km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���$�������������&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N��

Road) which forms part of the AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, 

B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five Ways 

Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic in the AQMA, so a significant negative effect is 

identified for air quality. The northern boundary of the site is directly adjacent to 

the Cannock Road (A5190) so a minor negative effect is likely on noise 

pollution, although this is uncertain as noise could possibly mitigated out 

through careful design. The site is mainly greenfield land where a large section 

of the site is classed as Grade 3 (it is unknown whether is 3a or 3b) by the 

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC). A small section to the north east is 

considered to be urban and a central section is classified as Grade 4. A 

significant negative effect is therefore likely on soils, although this is uncertain 

as it is not known whether it is Grade 3a or 3b. The site is not within a Source 

Protection Zone so a negligible effect is likely on water quality. 

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size with the 

expectation to provide in the range of 700-937 dwellings. A significant negative 

effect is likely as there is little opportunity to re-use any materials that already 

exist on site and development is likely to lead to a loss of greenfield land. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District so a negligible 

effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage.  

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are eighteen bus stops within 350m of the site and only the four that are 

located on Hednesford Road (B1454) are served every 30 minutes the 

remaining bus stops are served every 60minutes. The site is not within 1km of a 

railway station. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. A 

cycle path is located approximately 70m north of the site on Cannock Road 

(A5190). 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

This site is suggested to provide between 700-937 new homes. In addition it 

has been indicated that some potential for Gypsy and Traveller provision may 

be allowed for as part of wider development site. No information however has 
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been provided regarding the number of plots which might be provided. As such 

new affordable homes and accommodation to meet the identified Gypsy and 

Traveller requirements in the District may be provided at this site given that 

residential sites of 10 homes or more are to make affordable housing provision. 

A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

This site is expected to provide between 700-937 new homes and so it is likely 

that new primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this 

provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase. Gorsemoor Primary School 

is located approximately 170m north of the site and Five Ways Primary School 

is located approximately 550m north of the site, but there are no secondary 

schools within 600m of the site. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on 

this SA objective, as it will provide new school places for the new students. The 

effect is uncertain, as it will depend in part on the availability of school places. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Heath Hayes Health Centre and Chase Medical Practices (NHS) is located 

435m north of the site. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 
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Justification  

There are three areas of unrestricted semi natural open space which lie 

�D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�����V�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V��

also an unrestricted green link that lies directly adjacent to the southern 

boundary. Gorsemoor Road Park, housing amenity land that is also within the 

Green Space Network (2012) with unrestricted access lies approximately 75m 

to the north of the site and this contains two playgrounds. A significant positive 

effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. In addition, this residential site 

option is likely to deliver more than 100 homes (700-937 dwellings are 

suggested) and could therefore offer good opportunities to incorporate new 

open space. However, the site includes two PROWs and a green link which 

could be lost due to development. This however, is uncertain as it cannot be 

known whether these features will be lost, retained or enhanced. Overall an 

uncertain mixed effect (significant positive and minor negative) is likely in 

relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Heath Hayes Local Centre but it is outside of the three 

town centre locations identified in the District. The development of the site 

would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in 

that area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which 

might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a significant impact on a designated asset 

(New Hall Farmhouse). Retention of the woodland to the south-east of the asset 

and further screening along the south side of the A5190 could mitigate harm 

and the site would be able to accommodate a range of architectural styles. As 

such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. 

The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  

C116(a), C489 and C352: South of Lichfield 

Road* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  109 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

�S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���H�W�F�����7�K�H���1�H�Z�O�D�Q�G�V���%�U�R�R�N���)�L�H�O�G�V�����6�%�,�����L�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V��

�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���D�Q�G���+�D�Z�N�¶�V���*�U�H�H�Q���1�D�W�X�U�H���5eserve and dismantled railway 

(SBI) is directly adjacent to the sites northern boundary. Beyond the site 

boundary, the Chasewater and the Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

SSSI is located approximately 420m east of the site. A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.2km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���$�������������&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N��

Road) which forms part of the AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, 

B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five Ways 

Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic in the AQMA, so a significant negative effect is 

identified for air quality. The northern boundary of the site is directly adjacent to 

the Cannock Road (A5190) so a minor negative effect is likely on noise 

pollution, although this is uncertain as noise could possibly mitigated out 

through careful design. The site is mainly greenfield land where a large section 
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of the site is classed as Grade 3 (it is unknown whether is 3a or 3b) by the 

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC). A small section to the north east is 

considered to be urban and non-agricultural land and a central section is 

classified as Grade 4. A significant negative effect is therefore likely on soils, 

although this is uncertain as it is not known whether it is Grade 3a or 3b. The 

site is not within a Source Protection Zone so a negligible effect is likely on 

water quality. 

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size with the 

expectation to provide approximately 875 dwellings. A significant negative effect 

is likely as there is little opportunity to re-use any materials that already exist on 

site and development is likely to lead to a loss of greenfield land. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within CF23 and CP21 which are classified as Coalfield 

Farmlands and Planned Coalfield Farmlands, respectively, in the Landscape 

Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District so a minor negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage.  

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

There are twenty-three bus stops within 350m of the site, but only the four that 

are located on Hednesford Road (B1454) are served every 30 minutes the 

remaining bus stops are served every 60 minutes. The site is not within 1km of 

a railway station. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is located approximately 60m north of a portion of the site on 

Cannock Road (A5190). 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

This site is suggested to provide around 875 new homes. As such new 

affordable homes and accommodation to meet the identified Gypsy and 

Traveller requirements in the District may be provided at this site given that 

residential sites of 10 homes or more are to make affordable housing provision. 

A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 
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Justification  

This site is expected to provide around 875 new homes and so it is likely that 

new primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is 

around 700 homes in Cannock Chase. Gorsemoor Primary School is located 

approximately 150m north of the site and Five Ways Primary School is located 

approximately 600m north of the site, but there are no secondary schools within 

600m of the site. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective, as it will provide new school places for the new students. The effect is 

uncertain, as it will depend in part on the availability of school places. The site 

would provide over 700 homes and therefore may incorporate the delivery of 

onsite primary school facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Heath Hayes Health Centre and Chase Medical Practices (NHS) is located 

500m north of the site. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 

Justification  

There are three areas of unrestricted semi natural open space which lie 

�D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�����V�R�X�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V��

also an unrestricted green link that lies directly adjacent to the southern 

boundary. Mill Green and Hawks Green LNR lies just 50m north of the site and 

Gorsemoor Road Park, housing amenity land, both of which within the Green 

Space Network (2012), is also within approximately 75m to the north of the site 

and this contains two playgrounds. Both green spaces have unrestricted 

access. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. In 

addition, this residential site option is likely to deliver more than 100 homes (875 

dwellings are suggested) and could therefore offer good opportunities to 

incorporate new open space. However, the site includes two PROWs, a green 

link and two private sports grounds, one of which is the Heath Hayes Football 

Club, which could be lost due to development. This, however, is uncertain as it 
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cannot be known whether these features will be lost, retained or enhanced. 

Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant positive and minor negative) is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located close to Heath Hayes Local Centre but it is outside of the 

three town centre locations identified in the District. The development of the site 

would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in 

that area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which 

might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

Site C116(a) has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a significant impact on a designated asset 

(New Hall Farmhouse). Retention of the woodland to the south-east of the asset 

and further screening along the south side of the A5190 could mitigate harm 

and the site would be able to accommodate a range of architectural styles. As 

such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. 

The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  
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Sites C489 and C352 were screened out of the heritage impact assessment 

work. 

C116(b): Land south of A5190, Lichfield Road, 

Heath Hayes (Phase 2) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Within the site lies the Newlands Brook Fields, Fields and Pool at 

Newlands Brook Site of Biological Importance (SBI) and the Newlands a 

�%�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���$�O�H�U�W���6�L�W�H���L�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���V�P�D�O�O���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q��

boundary. Beyond the boundary lies two further SBIs; Newlands Brook 

Woodland approximately 70m to the east and another separate section of this 

designation approximately 40m south of the site. The Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located approximately 745m 

east of the site. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.4km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. Overall, a minor negative 

effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as 

the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more 
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specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning 

application stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is located on Newlands Lane which links to the AQMA that extends 

over the roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) 

leading to the Five Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath 

Hayes, which lies approximately 225m north east of the site. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic in the AQMA, a significant negative effect is 

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���I�R�U���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���R�U���D��

motorway so a negligible effect is likely in reference to noise pollution. The site 

is mainly greenfield land where a large section of the site is classed as Grade 3 

(it is unknown whether is 3a or 3b) by the Agricultural Land Classification (ALC). 

A small section to the north east is considered to be urban and a central section 

is classified as Grade 4. A significant negative effect is therefore likely on soils, 

although this is uncertain as it is not known whether it is Grade 3a or 3b. The 

site is not within a Source Protection Zone so a negligible effect is likely on 

water quality. Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (784 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to 

re-use any materials that already exist on site and development is likely to lead 

to a loss of greenfield land. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District so a negligible 

effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage.  

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  122 

Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are three bus stops within 350m of the site all which are served every 30 

minutes located on Hednesford Road (B1454). The site is not within 1km of a 

railway station. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is located approximately 265m east of the site on Cannock Road 

(A5190). 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

This site is expected to provide 784 new dwellings. As such new affordable 

homes may be provided at this site given that residential sites of 10 homes or 
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more are to make affordable housing provision. A significant positive effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

This site is expected to provide 784 homes and so it is likely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase. In addition, Gorsemoor Primary School is located 

approximately 135m north of the site. Overall an uncertain significant positive 

effect is likely on this SA objective, as it will provide capacity for students from 

the new housing development. The effect is uncertain, as it will depend in part 

on the availability of school places. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 
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development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PROWs. The eastern site boundary is bound by the unrestricted Newlands 

Lane semi natural open space. Within this designation, there are two sports 

grounds; a public sports ground and Heath Hayes Football Club (private sports 

ground) that has limited access which is situated approximately 115m east of 

the site. There is also an unrestricted green link that lies directly adjacent to the 

northern boundary. Three separate PROW link the northern boundary of the site 

to Cannock Road. In addition, this residential site option is likely to deliver more 

than 100 homes (784 dwellings are planned) and could therefore offer good 
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opportunities to incorporate new open space. However, as the site includes one 

PROW and a green link which could be lost due to development. This however, 

is uncertain as it cannot be known whether these features will be lost, retained 

or enhanced. Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant positive and minor 

negative) is identified in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G��isolation. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. There are however 

three bus stops within 350m of the site all which are served every 30 minutes 

located on Hednesford Road (B1454). These public transport nodes may 

provide residents with access to services and facilities further afield. A minor 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use so a negligible effect is likely on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Heath Hayes Local Centre but it is outside of the three 

town centre locations identified. The development of the site would therefore not 

help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or 

encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to 

benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C116(c): Land south of A5190, Lichfield Road, 

Heath Hayes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Newlands Biodiversity Alert Site is directly adjacent to the 

�V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���W�K�H���&�K�D�V�H�Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located approximately 865m 

east of the site. A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA 

objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated 

sites cannot be determined until more specific development proposals are made 

which would occur at planning application stage. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.2km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���$�������������&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N��

Road) which forms part of the AQMA that extends over the roads (A5190, 

B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five Ways 

Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic in the AQMA, so a significant negative effect is 

identified for air quality. The northern boundary of the site is directly adjacent to 

the Cannock Road (A5190) so a minor negative effect is likely on noise 

pollution, although this is uncertain as noise could possibly mitigated out 

through careful design. The site is mainly greenfield land where some of the site 

is classed as Grade 3 (it is unknown whether is 3a or 3b) by the Agricultural 

Land Classification (ALC). A significant negative effect is therefore likely on 

soils, although this is uncertain as it is not known whether it is Grade 3a or 3b. 

The site is not within a Source Protection Zone so a negligible effect is likely on 

water quality. 

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size with the 

expectation to provide 160 dwellings. A significant negative effect is likely as 

there is little opportunity to re-use any materials that already exist on site and 

lead to the loss of greenfield land. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. A 

minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The negative effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of the development which would 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are 7 bus stops within 350m of the site and only the four that are located 

on Hednesford Road (B1454) are served every 30 minutes the remaining bus 

stops are served every 60 minutes. The site is not within 1km of a railway 

station. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. A cycle 

path is located approximately 70m north of the site on Cannock Road (A5190). 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

This site is suggested to provide 160 new homes. A significant positive effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Gorsemoor Primary School is located approximately 170m north of the site and 

Five Ways Primary School is located approximately 550m north of the site, but 

there are no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor positive effect 

is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will 

depend on the availability of school places. The site is expected to provide 160 

homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school would be provided, as 

the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Heath Hayes Health Centre and Chase Medical Practices (NHS) is located 

435m north of the site. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 

Justification  

There are two areas of unrestricted semi natural open space which lie adjacent 

�W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�����D�Q�G���V�R�X�Wh west boundaries. There is also an unrestricted 

green link that lies directly adjacent to the south and west boundary. Gorsemoor 

Road Park, housing amenity land that is also within the Green Space Network 

(2012) with unrestricted access lies approximately 75m to the north of the site 

and this contains two playgrounds. A significant positive effect is therefore likely 

on this SA objective. In addition, this residential site option is likely to deliver 

more than 100 homes (160 dwellings are suggested) and could therefore offer 

good opportunities to incorporate new open space. However, the site includes a 

PROWs and a green link which could be lost due to development. The potential 

loss of these features is uncertain as it cannot be known whether these features 

will be lost, retained or enhanced. Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant 

positive and minor negative) is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
meet �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located outside of the three town centre locations identified in the 

District. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the 

appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit 

and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C118: Land at Cardinal Griffin School, Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Shoal Hill Site of Biological Importance (SBI) is located 

approximately 210m to the north-west of the site, and as such it is expected to 

have an uncertain minor negative effect in relation to this SA objective.  As the 

Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.2km to the north-east of the site, a 

minor negative but uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  Overall, an uncertain 

minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is also not located within or directly linked to an AQMA.  Additionally, 

as the site is adjacent to the A34 road a minor negative effect is identified in 

relation to noise pollution, although this is uncertain.  As the site is on greenfield 

land classed as mainly Grade 3 agricultural land it is expected that development 

may have potentially significant adverse effects on soils in the District, although 

this is uncertain. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone 

and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect 

on local water quality. Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

This site consists of mostly greenfield land.  As this is a large site with potential 

to provide approximately 92 new residential dwellings, the loss of greenfield 

land may be significant.  A significant negative effect is therefore likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1.  In addition, as this is a greenfield site it 

is likely that development will lead to the increase of impermeable surfaces and 

a greater risk of flooding.  Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The Cannock Chase AONB lies approximately 180m to the north-west of the 

site and so a significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  The 

negative effects of new development on this SA objective will depend largely on 

its design, which is not yet known; therefore an uncertainty is attached at this 

stage.  The site is located within the UR04 as identified in the Landscape 

Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  As this is classified as 

urban, a negligible effect is expected in relation to this aspect of the SA 

objective. Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops along Stafford Road, with the 

closest bus stop immediately adjacent to the site on this road. The site is also 

within 350m of sections of the Cannock Chase cycle network, however is 

located beyond 1km from Cannock Railway Station. The close proximity of the 

site to these sustainable transport links is likely to help encourage travel by 

more sustainable modes in the District.  Therefore, a minor positive effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  140 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 92 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within the land of Cardinal Griffin Catholic High School, and 

is within 600m of Cannock Chase High and Sherbrook Primary School to the 

south-east. Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely as the 

effects depend if the existing schools in the area have capacity for new 

students.    

This site is expected to provide 92 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase.   
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is not within 600m of a GP surgery or hospital.  As such, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 
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Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs.  This includes semi-

natural greenspace, a green link, Cannock Golf Course, Cannock Cemetery, 

and several areas of amenity greenspace. Several PRoWs are found in close 

proximity to the site, including along the green link and within the area of semi-

natural greenspace to the south and west of the site. The close proximity of 

these features to the site is likely to help encourage their use by new residents.  

Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective.  

However, the site is located on playing fields associated with Cardinal Griffin 

School and identified as institutional open space. Development of the site may 

result in the loss of this space. Overall, a mixed effect (significant positive and 

minor negative) is likely on this SA objective, however there is an uncertainty 

attached to the negative effect as it cannot be known whether the area of open 

space would be lost due to the development. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock and it located within closest proximity of that 

town centre and therefore a significant positive effect is likely on this SA 

objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a range of 

services and facilities.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards the regeneration of the local 

economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock but it is outside of the town centre which is to 

the south east.  The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C120: Land at the Grange, Cannock Wood St, 

Hazelslade 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The nearest biodiversity site is Prospect Village Hill Site of 

Biological Importance (SBI) which is approximately 65m south west of the site, 

with Hazelslade Nature Reserve SBI lying approximately 110m north of the site. 

Chasewater and the Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is 

approximately 590m east from the site. Therefore, a minor negative is expected 

against this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate 

mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 

habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

As the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.2km to the north west of the 

site, a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective 
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because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D��

negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site contains a 

large portion brownfield land and as such development at this location would 

result in the use of previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is 

expected in terms of land use. The site is also not located within a Source 

Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have 

an adverse effect on local water quality. Overall, minor positive effect is 

expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site contains a large portion of brownfield land (it is recognised that some of 

the land is greenfield but a large proportion of the site comprises buildings and 

impermeable land) and is relatively small in size (the suggested allocation is 16 

homes). As such the redevelopment of the site would present slightly increased 
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potential for the re-use of materials and buildings which are already onsite. A 

significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site contains a large portion of brownfield land (it is recognised that some of 

the land is greenfield but a large hard standing and a number of smaller 

�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���W�D�N�H���X�S���P�X�F�K���R�I���O�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���L�V���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I��

flood zones 3 and flood zone 2 and therefore a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within the UR26 as identified in the Landscape Character 

Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is also located within CP21 

(Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character 

Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has been identified as 

having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. The site is approximately 

40m south of the Cannock Chase AONB. An overall significant negative effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for development at 

this location to adversely affect the setting of this designated landscape. The 

negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development 

which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site contains a large portion of brownfield land (it is recognised that some of 

the land is greenfield but a large proportion of the site comprises buildings and 

impermeable land) and as such the development of this site is seen as a more 

efficient use of land in the District than the development of a wholly greenfield 

site. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. The 
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positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste production is 

reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and 

materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are three bus stops within 350m of the site which are located on Cannock 

Wood Street and each is served every 60 minutes. The site is not located within 

1km of a railway station and a cycle path does not pass by the site. As such 

considering that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that 

services provided at these locations are relatively poor, a negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 16 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hazel Slade Community Primary School is located approximately 450m north 

west of the site, there are however no secondary schools within 600m of the 

site. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this 

is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 16 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
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proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Rawnsley Surgery is located approximately 500m to the west of the site. There 

are no hospitals within 600m of the site and a minor positive effect is therefore 

likely against this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The northern boundary is bounded by Cannock Wood Road which 

is classified as housing amenity land. A public sports ground is also located 

adjacent to the north boundary of the site. Approximately 10m west of the site 

lies Rawnsley Greenlink, an area of unrestricted semi natural open space which 

is also part of the Green Space Network (2012). A PRoW is located 

approximately 370m north of the site and can be accessed via Cannock Wood 

Street. Overall, a significant positive effect is therefore expected against this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the eastern periphery of Hednesford and is in closest 

proximity of that town centre and so a significant positive effect is likely against 

this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a range 

of services and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in employment use so it is unlikely that development at 

this site will help contribute towards regenerating the economy. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is not located within any identified town centres, so a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a moderate impact on significance of a non-

designated asset (The Grange) and the potential loss of additional non-

designated assets (outbuildings and cottage to the former Cannockwood 

House). As such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA 

objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

C121: Land to the rear of Longford House, 

Watling Street, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  The nearest biodiversity site is Lodge Hill Site of Biological 

Importance (SBI) which is approximately 890m south east of the site.  Beyond 

this SBI, lies Stowe Pool and Walk Mill Clay Pit SSSI which is approximately 

1km south east from the site.  The effect is uncertain given that appropriate 

mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 

habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

As the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.4km to the north west of the 

site, a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  Overall, an 

uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --/+ 

Justification  

The site is located within 30m of the declared AQMA at the A5 which is to the 

south.  Wellington Road, which the site is adjacent to, leads to this AQMA via 

the A4601 and considering the close proximity of this area to the site it is 

expected that any resultant increase in traffic could have a further adverse 

impact on existing air quality issues.  A significant negative effect is therefore 

recorded for this SA objective in relation to air quality.  Although the site is 
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located close to both the A5 and the A4601 (Wolverhampton Road), it does not 

lie directly adjacent to these roads, so a negligible effect is likely in reference to 

noise pollution.  This site is mainly located on brownfield land and so a minor 

positive effect is likely on preserving soils.  The site is not located within a 

Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

Overall, a mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) is expected on this 

SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site comprises mostly brownfield land (it is recognised that some of the 

land is greenfield but a large hard standing and a number of smaller buildings 

take u�S���P�X�F�K���R�I���O�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���L�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�P�D�O�O���L�Q���V�L�]�H��

(the suggested allocation is 45 homes).  As such the redevelopment of the site 

would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 

which are already onsite.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is mainly located on brownfield land (it is recognised that some of the 

land is greenfield but a large hard standing and a number of smaller buildings 

�W�D�N�H���X�S���P�X�F�K���R�I���O�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���L�V���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���I�O�R�R�G���]�R�Q�H�V��

3 and flood zone 2 and therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 
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Justification  

The site is located within the UR28 as identified in the Landscape Character 

Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  As this is classified as urban, a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negligible effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of this development is unknown at this 

stage. 

The site is not within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly brownfield land (it is recognised that some of the 

land is greenfield but a large hard standing and a number of smaller buildings 

�W�D�N�H���X�S���P�X�F�K���R�I���O�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�V���V�X�F�K���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��

of this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the 

development of greenfield land.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse 

onsite buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 
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Justification  

There are a number of bus stops within 350m of the site.  These include those 

located on Ascot Drive, Carlisle Road and on Wolverhampton Road (A4601).  

They are served every 130 minutes.  The site is not located within 1km of a 

railway station and a cycle path does not pass by the site.  As such considering 

that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services 

provided at these locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 45 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

Longford Primary School is located approximately 320m north west of the site, 

there are however no secondary schools within 600m of the site.  A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 45 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase.    

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs.  The northern boundary is bounded by Wellington Drive Park 

which is classified as housing amenity land and within this designation lies 

Wellington Drive Playground which is approximately 135m north of the site. 

Another area of housing amenity land lies approximately 135m east of the site 

on Southgate End.  A PRoW is located approximately 150m east of the site and 

can be accessed via the A5.  A significant positive effect is therefore likely on 

this SA objective. 

A minor negative effect is also expected on this SA objective as the site 

includes a portion of the Wellington Drive Park housing amenity land which 

could be lost due to development.  This however, is uncertain as it cannot be 

known whether these features will be lost, retained or enhanced.  Overall an 

uncertain mixed effect (significant positive and minor negative) is identified on 

this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western periphery of Cannock and is in closest 

proximity of that town centre and so a significant positive effect is likely on this 

SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a range of 

services and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in employment use so it is unclear to state whether 

development at this site will help contribute towards regenerating the economy.  

Therefore, a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

Although the site is located within Cannock, the site is not located within 

Cannock town centre, so a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a designated asset (Longford Lodge). 

However, locating access on Wellington Drive and retaining planting to the 

north-east of the asset will minimise harm. Furthermore, the site is described as 

�Q�R�W���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�H���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���D�V�V�H�W�¶�V���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J����As such, a minor negative effect 

is recorded in relation to this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that 

impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the recommendations included in the 

heritage impact assessment work.  

C122b: Former Iron Foundry, New Hayes 

Road, Rawnsley 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  A portion of the site lies within the Prospect Village (disused 

railway Newhayes Road-Rugeley Road) Site of Biological Importance (SBI) and 

�L�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���Oies directly adjacent to the New Hayes 

Tip SBI whilst the western boundary is directly adjacent to Prospect Village 

Field SBI. The Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

SSSI is located approximately 1km south of the site.  A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.9km north-west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA.  As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 
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air quality�������7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site contains a substantial portion of brownfield land and therefore a minor 

positive effect is expected in relation to this aspect of the SA objective.  The site 

is not located within a Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified 

for water quality.  

Overall a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site contains a portion of brownfield land, associated with Prospect Village 

Hall.  The site is relatively small in size with potential for 39 new homes.  There 

may be some opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings which might 

already be onsite in comparison to a wholly greenfield site.  As such a minor 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1, and contains a portion of brownfield 

land. Development on brownfield land is unlikely to contribute towards a greater 

flood risk.  Overall, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 
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Justification  

The site lies approximately 170m to the south-west of Cannock Chase AONB 

and so development of this site could have potential significant negative effects 

on the landscape.  The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield 

Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock 

Chase District.  This area has been identified as having a moderate level of 

sensitivity to development. 

Overall an uncertain significant effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is contains a portion of brownfield land. Redevelopment of the 

brownfield land within the site may provide opportunity for the reuse of buildings 

and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  Overall, 

an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

There are a number of bus stops within 350m of the site; two bus stops are 

located on Sevens Road, one is on Ironstone Road and one is on Cumberledge 

Hill.  These stops all are served every 60 minutes.  A cycle path does not pass 

within close proximity to the site and the site is not located within 1km of a 

railway station. As such considering that a number of bus stops are in close 

proximity of the site a minor positive effect is identified. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 39.  

As such considering that this site would provide a number of new homes to 

meet local need and is likely to result in the provision of affordable housing (as 

residential sites of 10 homes or more are expected to make affordable housing 

provision) a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 
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Justification  

There are no primary or secondary schools within 600m of the site.  A minor 

negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 39 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs.  Areas of semi-natural open space lie directly adjacent to the site 

to the north and north east.  In addition, a PRoW runs to Sevens Road is within 

130m to the south of the site.  A significant positive is expected on this SA 

objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open 

spaces and PRoW.  An uncertain minor negative effect is expected in 

combination given that the site lies on Prospect Village Local Park and part of 

Prospect Village LNR. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11.  There are however 

four bus stops within 350m of the site which are served every 60 minutes.  This 

public transport node may provide residents with access to services and 

facilities further afield.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use.  The development of this site is not 

expected to influence economic development in the area and therefore a 

negligible effect is likely on this SA objective 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified.  The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C127: Rumer Hill Industrial Estate, Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Orbital Way Site of Biological Importance (SBI) is located 

approximately 260m to the south-east of the site, however, as it is greater than 

250m from the site it is unlikely to be affected. An uncertainty is therefore 

attached to this effect.  As the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.6km to 

the north of the site, a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified on this SA 

objective because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could 

be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  Overall, 

an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --/+ 

Justification  

This site comprises entirely land which is classed as brownfield.  As such the 

development of the site is likely to result in positive effects in terms of the 

preservation of higher value soils in the District.  It also lies between the A460 

and the railway line meaning there is potential for adverse impacts in terms of 

air quality and noise. This site is located on the A460 which leads directly into 

the AQMA on the A5 and M6 Toll junction. Development at this site is also likely 

to increase traffic and exacerbate existing air quality issues in the AQMA. 

Therefore, a mixed minor positive and significant negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of entirely brownfield land, which is currently in use as an 

employment site and industrial premise.  There is potential that previously used 

buildings and materials could be reused for the new development.  The site is 

relatively large (4.11ha and expected to provide 83 dwellings) in size.  As such, 

a minor positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that the risk of flooding in the District will be significantly increased as a result of 

development.  Therefore, a negligible effect is expected in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is situated within an Urban LCT.  It does not lie within close proximity of 

the AONB.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective as the exact effects on the landscape will depend in part upon the 

design of new development.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 
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Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W������

However, as this site is on brownfield land it has opportunities for reuse and 

regeneration of onsite buildings and materials, reducing waste generation.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at Forrest 

Avenue) which offer and range of bus services and routes and is approximately 

300m from Cannock railway station.  This could likely promote sustainable 

modes of transport for commuting.  A cycle path does not pass in close 

proximity to the site.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 83 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within approximately 475m from St. Mary's Catholic Primary 

School and about 530m from Bridgtown Primary School. However, the site is 

not within close proximity to a secondary school. Therefore, an uncertain minor 

positive effect is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the area 

have capacity for new students. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 
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lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is not within 600m of a GP surgery or hospital.  As such, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within walking distance (600m) of a number of areas of open space 

identified in the Green Space Network (2012) and PROWs.  This includes a 

number of areas of amenity greenspace, Oxford Road Play Area, Girton 

Allotments and Rumnor Hill Community Garden.  The close proximity of the site 

to these features may help to encourage staff of the employment site to utilise 

outdoor spaces during breaks for leisure and recreation.  As such, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���D�Q�G���L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���F�O�R�V�H���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���R�I��

that town �F�H�Q�W�U�H�������,�W���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�D�W���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q����

community services and facilities will be easily accessible from the new 

development.  In addition, the site is within close proximity of a number of 

sustainable transport links which will help to provide easy access to services 

and the site.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is expected in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 

Justification  

Part of this site is currently in use as an employment site where residential 

development here will lead to the loss of employment land.  There is potential 

that this could have adverse impacts in terms of encouraging the regeneration 

of the local economy.  Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C136: Land adjacent to 29 Cumberledge Hill, 

Cannock Wood 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The nearest biodiversity sites are New Hays Tip Site of Biological 

Importance (SBI) that lies approximately 240m north west of the site and 

Courtbanks Covert, Redmoor Wood SBI that lies approximately 285m south of 

the site. Gentleshaw Common SSSI lies approximately 760m east of the site. A 

minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is 

uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined 

until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at 

planning application stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.3km to the north west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. This site is located on greenfield land which has 

not previously been developed. This land has been classified as Grade 4 quality 

by the Agricultural Land Classification so a minor negative effect is expected on 

soils. A small section to the south east of the site lies within Source Protection 

Zone 3 so there is potential for detrimental impacts on local water quality and so 

a minor negative effect is identified. This is uncertain however as the effect on 

water quality from development of this site is unknown at this stage.  

Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is 

relatively small in size (13 homes are predicted). As such the development of 
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the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to 

previously developed brownfield land. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this 

site could have potential negative effects on the landscape. Furthermore, the 

�V�L�W�H���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���6�)�������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���µ�6�H�W�W�O�H�G���)�D�U�P�O�D�Q�G�V�¶���L�Q���W�K�H��

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The 

Assessment found that this area has minimal capacity for new development and 

it is considered to be visually intrusive and therefore assesses its landscape 

sensitivity as high. Overall, a significant negative effect is also expected, but this 

is uncertain given that the specific design of the development which might 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are two bus stops located on Cumberledge Hill within 350m of the site 

and are served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site and the 

site is not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering that a 

number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services provided 

at these locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 13 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no schools within 600m of the site. Therefore, a minor negative effect 

is likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain. 

This site is expected to provide 13 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

There are no hospitals or GP surgeries within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

�D�Q�G���3�5�R�:�V�����7�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���E�R�X�Q�G���E�\��

�1�X�Q�¶�V���:�H�O�O�����D�Q���X�Q�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���V�H�P�L-natural open space, an unrestricted green link 

lies approximately 530m south west of the site and a private sports ground with 

limited access lies approximately 425m west of the site. A PRoW lies 

approximately 130m north east of the site and another lies approximately 235m 

to the south of the site. A significant positive effect is identified for this SA 

objective.  



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  186 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within the existing urban area or within close proximity of 

any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 

1) through Policy CP11. There are two bus stops located on Cumberledge Hill 

that are within 350m of the site and are served every 60 minutes. These public 

transport nodes may provide residents with access to services and facilities 

further afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Wood and is not within one of three identified 

town centres in Cannock Chase. The development of the site would therefore 

not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or 

encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to 

benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C137: Land at Hayfield Hill, Cannock Wood 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Courtbanks Covert, Redmoor Wood Site of Biological Importance 

(SBI) lies approximately 5m south west of the site and Gentleshaw Common 

SSSI lies approximately 195m east of the site. A significant negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4km to the north west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. This site is located on greenfield land which has 
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not previously been developed. This land has been classified as Grade 4 quality 

by the Agricultural Land Classification so a minor negative effect is expected on 

soils. The majority of the site lies within Source Protection Zone 3 so there is 

potential for detrimental impacts on local water quality and so a minor negative 

effect is identified. This however is uncertain as the effect on water quality from 

development of this site is unknown at this stage. Overall an uncertain minor 

negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is 

relatively small in size (15 homes are predicted). As such the development of 

the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to 

previously developed brownfield land. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 
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Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this 

site could have potential significant negative effects on the landscape. 

�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H�����W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���6�)�������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���µ�6�H�W�W�O�H�G��

�)�D�U�P�O�D�Q�G�V�¶���L�Q���W�K�H��Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase 

District. The Assessment found that this area has a high landscape sensitivity. 

Overall, a significant negative effect is also expected, but this is uncertain given 

that the specific design of the development which might proceed at this location 

is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 
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Justification  

There are three bus stops located on Hayfield Hill within 350m of the site and 

are served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site and the site is 

not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering that a number 

of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services provided at these 

locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 15 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no schools within 600m of the site. Therefore, a minor negative effect 

is likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain. 
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This site is expected to provide 15 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

There are no hospitals or GP surgeries within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoW. Approximately 195m east of the site lies an unrestricted area of 

semi-natural open space and approximately 325m north east of the site lies 

�1�X�Q�¶�V���:�H�O�O�����D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���X�Q�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���V�H�P�L-natural open space. The closest PRoW to 

the site lies approximately 90m north east and it is accessible from Hayfields 

Hill. A further PRoW lies approximately 320m to the south east of the site and is 

accessible via Redmoor Road. A significant positive effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a 

number of open spaces and a number of PRoWs. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���Dvoid isolation. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within the existing urban area or within close proximity of 

any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 

1) through Policy CP11. There are three bus stops located on Hayfield Hill that 

are within 350m of the site and are served every 60 minutes. These public 

transport nodes may provide residents with access to services and facilities 

further afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Wood and is not within one of three identified 

town centres in Cannock Chase. The development of the site would therefore 

not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or 

encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to 

benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 
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Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to cause harm to a designated asset (Moated site 

and bloomery in Courtbanks Convert a Scheduled Monument). It is stated that 

the site contributes to the setting of the scheduled remains. A proportional and 

targeted programme of archaeological works is recommended to be agreed with 

the County Archaeologist before developing the site. As such, a significant 

negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. The effect is 

uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  

C152: 26-28 Wolverhampton Road, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site. However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site lies entirely on land which is classed as urban. It is not situated within a 

source protection zone and it does not lie within or link directly to an AQMA. It is 

also not located adjacent to an A-road or motorway which might otherwise 

result in issues relating to noise pollution. As this is a brownfield site it is 

expected that development here will encourage the preservation of high quality 

soils in the District. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land, where there is potential that development 

at this site will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials. The site 

is relatively small (it is 0.12ha and would provide 21 new homes) in size. 

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the Coalfield Farmlands LCT, where the landscape 

character has been classified as urban. Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect 

is likely in relation to this SA objective. Exact effects of new development on the 

landscape will depend in part on the design of new development.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

depend �O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at Avon Road) 

which provide a range of routes and services. It is also located within 

approximately 650m of Cannock Railway Station, which is likely to further 

encourage the use of public transport. The site is not located within close 

proximity of a cycle route. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 21 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���������P���I�U�R�P���6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\��

School and about 300m from Cannock Chase College Campus. There is also a 

youth centre within walking distance of the site designation. In addition, there is 

also are a number of additional primary and secondary schools in Cannock 

which are likely to be accessible by bus. Therefore, an uncertain significant 

positive effect is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the area 

have capacity for new students.  

This site is expected to provide 21 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 

Justification  

This site is within approximately 500m from Alderwood Medical Centre, Red 

Lion Surgery, The Colliery Practice and Cannock Chase Hospital. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of outdoor open spaces identified in the 

Green Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs. This includes a 

number of bowling greens and areas of amenity green space. The close 

proximity of the site to these features may help to encourage residents to make 

use of them for leisure and recreation. Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���X�U�E�D�Q���D�U�H�D���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���D�Q�G���L�V��adjacent to the town 

centre of that settlement. Development at this location is likely to provide easy 

access to community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant positive is 

expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is not 

expected that the development of this site will contribute towards the 

regeneration of the local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is situated just beyond the edge of the town centre boundary of 

Cannock. The location of the site means it is it is unlikely to play a role in terms 
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of enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact non-designated assets (26 and 28 

Wolverhampton Road). Development at the site could result in total loss of 

significance. As such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this 

SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

C171: Land off Rugeley Road, Hazelslade, 

Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Two Sites of Biological Importance (SBI) lie within 250m of the 

site; Hazelslade Nature Reserve lies approximately 55m south of the site and 

Beaudesert Golf Course, Rawnsley Hills is situated approximately 110m north. 

The Chasewater and the Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is 

located approximately 990m east of the site. A minor negative effect is therefore 

identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential 

impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.5km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

air quality. �7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��
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therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been classified as non-agricultural land so a minor negative effect 

is likely on soils. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone, so a 

negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective due to 

the loss of greenfield land which might result as a result of development at this 

location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is 

relatively small in size (35 homes are predicted). As such the development of 

the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to 

previously developed brownfield land. A significant negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is mainly located on greenfield land and is outside of flood zones 3 and 

flood zone 2 so a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 
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Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this 

site could have potential significant negative effects on the landscape. 

Furthermore, the site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as 

identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. 

This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 

development. As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

The expected minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of 

this development is unknown at this stage. 

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 
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Justification  

There is one bus stop within 350m of the site which is located on Cannock 

Wood Street and is served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the 

site and the site is not located within 1km of a railway station. Considering that 

there is only one bus stop in close proximity of the site but that services 

provided at this location is relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 35 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

Hazel Slade Community Primary School is located approximately 225m west of 

the site. There are however no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 35 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  211 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The west and south site boundaries are bound by the unrestricted 

Cannock Chase AONB semi natural open space. Within this designation, there 

is one private sports ground that has limited access (Beaudesert Golf Course) 

and is situated approximately 95m north of the site. In addition, Hazelslade 

Nature Reserve semi natural open space which has unrestricted access is 

�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������P���V�R�X�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�����$���3�5�R�:���S�D�V�V�H�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q��

boundary and another PRoW lies 120m north of the site. A significant positive is 

expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access 

to a number of open spaces and PRoW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within the main urban area and is not in close proximity 

to any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan 

(Part 1) through Policy CP11. There is however one bus stop within 350m of the 

site which is served every 60 minutes located on Cannock Wood Street. This 

public transport node may provide residents with access to services and 

facilities further afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C174: Land at the Bungalow, Rugeley Road, 

Hazelslade, Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 

approximately 265m east of the site. Beaudesert Golf Course, Rawnsley Hills 

Site of Biological Importance (SBI) lies approximately 195m north of the site and 

Hazelslade Nature Reserve SBI lies approximately 345m south east of the site. 

A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this 

is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined 

until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at 

planning application stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.6km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��
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therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been classified as urban so a minor negative effect is likely on 

soils, there is however a small portion of land to the north of the site that is 

classified as non-agricultural. The site is not located within a Source Protection 

Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective due to 

the loss of greenfield land which might result as a result of development at this 

location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is mainly located on greenfield land which has not been developed and 

is relatively small in size (10 homes are predicted). As such the development of 

the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to 

previously developed brownfield land. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 
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Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this 

site could have potential significant negative effects on the landscape. The site 

is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the Landscape 

Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District so a negligible effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given 

that the specific design of the development which might proceed at this location 

is unknown at this stage.  

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is mainly located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 
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Justification  

There are seven bus stops within 350m of the site; four bus stops on Rawnsley 

Road, two on Rugeley Road and one on Cannock Wood Street and these are 

all served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site and the site is 

not located within 1km of a railway station. Considering that these bus stops are 

in close proximity of the site but that services provided in these locations is 

relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 10 

and therefore a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 

homes or more are expected to make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

Hazel Slade Community Primary School is located approximately 295m east of 

the site. There are however no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 10 homes and therefore it is unlikely that new 

primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is 

around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 
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Justification  

Rawnsley Surgery is located approximately 525m to the south of the site on 

Rawnsley Road. There are no hospitals within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor positive effect is likely on SA objectives.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. Cannock Chase AONB semi natural open space (unrestricted) lies 

approximately 10m north of the site and within this designation, there is one 

private sports ground that has limited access and is situated approximately 

195m north of the site. Alder Way housing amenity land lies approximately 

130m south east of the site and another area of housing amenity also lies 55m 

east of the site, both these areas of open space have unrestricted access. 

Approximately 45m south of the site lies Rawnsley Greenlink, an area of 

unrestricted semi natural open space which is also part of the Green Space 

Network (2012). A PRoW lies 200m north of the site. A significant positive is 

expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access 

to a number of open spaces and PRoW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. There are however 

seven bus stops within 350m of the site which are served every 60 minutes. 

This public transport node may provide residents with access to services and 

facilities further afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 
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the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C176: Land at Rawnsley Road, Hednesford 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 
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SSSI is located adjacent to the site to the south. A significant negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, this however is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. In addition, it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new 

developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.1km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D��

negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on 

greenfield land which is identified as urban and as such development at this 

location would result in the use of land which has not previously been 

developed meaning a minor negative effect is expected in terms of land use. 

The site is located within Source Protection Zone 3 and therefore development 

at this location may have an adverse effect on local water quality and an 

uncertain minor negative effect is identified. 

Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is quite small in size (26 homes are 

suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would 

increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District. The site is located 

outside of flood zone 3 and flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within FH01 (Forest Heathlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development. As such a 

significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

significant negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. In addition, the Cannock Chase AONB is 

located within 120m of the site to the north meaning development at this 

location has the potential to adversely affect the character and distinctiveness of 

this designated landscape.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield sites. A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective given that 

there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite 

which might help to minimise local waste production. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 935m of Hednesford Train Station. The site is also 

located within 350m of a number of bus stops, the closest of which is located 

within 240m to the south west on Rugeley Road. This bus stop provides access 

to a bus service which runs once every 30 minutes. As such a significant 

positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 26 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any education facilities. 

A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 26 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 
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Justification  

The site is bounded by an area of semi-natural open space to the south and 

east at Hednesford Hills. Two areas of green link land are also located in close 

proximity of the site. One is to the north within 110m and one is to the south 

west within 145m. Housing amenity land is located within 345m of the site to the 

west by Station Road. Hednesford Park is located within 240m of the site also 

to the west. Access to a PRoW is provided at by the eastern boundary of the 

site. A significant positive is expected on this SA objective given that the site 

would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW. This 

significant positive effect is likely to be combined with an uncertain minor 

negative effect. The site is located on land which is identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012). As such dependent upon the design of the scheme for 

this site the provision of residential development may impact upon access to 

open space for recreational and leisure uses in the District. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the north eastern edge of Hednesford and is in closest 

proximity to Hednesford town centre. Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to 

a range of services and facilities.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Hednesford but it is outside of the town centre which is 

to the south west. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C177: Land at Girton Road/Spring Street, 

Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Mill Green Nature Park Site of Biological Importance is located to 

the north east of the site within 195m. A minor negative effect is therefore 

identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential 

impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new 

developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.4km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 
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residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D��

negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on 

greenfield land which has been identified as urban land and as such 

development at this location would not result in the use of previously developed 

land. A minor negative effect is expected in terms of land use. The site is not 

located within a Source Protection Zone and as such there is expected to be 

limited potential for detrimental impacts on local water quality. 

Overall, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

The site is located entirely on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (the 

indicative capacity for the site is 28 homes). A minor negative effect is likely as 

the development of the site would involve the use of land which has not 

previously been developed. This site would present reduced opportunities to 

make use of materials and buildings already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land however it is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. Given that the site would result in an increase in the area of 

impermeable surfaces in the District, a minor negative effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located entirely on greenfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the 

development of land which has previously been developed. A negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective given that this site would present reduced 

opportunities to make use of materials and buildings already onsite. The 

positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste production is 

reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite buildings and 

materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 95m of Cannock Train Station which is to the north 

east at Girton Road. The site is also located within 350m of a number of bus 

stops. The closest bus stop is located within 150m of the site to the west on 

Walsall Road. Access to a bus service which runs once every 30 minutes is 

provided from this location. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 28 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of education 

facilities. St. Mary's Catholic Primary School is located to the west of the site 

within 280m. Chaselea Short Stay School accommodates children from 11-16 

years of age and is located within 430m also to the west. A significant positive 

effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will 

depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 28 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 470m of the Colliery Practice (Cannock) which is 

located on Hednesford Street to the north. The site is not located within close 

proximity of a hospital. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The closest open space to the site with unrestricted access is the housing 

amenity land at Trinity Close which is located within 155m to the west. Rumer 

Hill Community Garden is located within 200m of the site to the east. A number 

of allotments are present at Girton Road which is located within 55m of the site 

to the south; however access to this area is limited. The site also contains an 

area of institutional open space however it has been identified that access to 

this area is restricted and as such development at this location is unlikely to 

affect access to open spaces for residents in terms of leisure and recreational 

use. Access to a PRoW is provided by Walsall Road within 170m of the site to 

the south west. A significant positive is expected on this SA objective given that 

the site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and a PRoW.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within the urban area of Cannock and is within closest 

proximity of that town centre. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely on 

this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a range 

of services and facilities.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock but it is outside of the town centre which is to 

the north west. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance 

the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 

visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C220(a): Site A - Oaklands Industrial Estate, 

Lower Road, Hednesford, Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

SSSI is located to the north east of the site within 950m. A minor negative effect 

is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new 

developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 
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residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D��

negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on 

mostly brownfield land and as such development at this location would result in 

the use of previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is 

expected in terms of land use. The site is also not located within a Source 

Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have 

an adverse effect on local water quality. 

Overall, minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 
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Justification  

The site is located mostly on brownfield land and is relatively small in size (34 

homes are suggested). A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of 

the site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and 

buildings which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  243 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located mostly on brownfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the 
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development of greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse 

onsite buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. Bus stops are located 

along Old Hednesford Road to the north west within 95m and also along Lower 

Road within 15m to the north east. Bus stops at Lower Road provide access to 

a bus service which runs once every 30 minutes. The site is not located within 

1km of a train station, however. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 34 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of education 

facilities. St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School is located to the north east of the 

site within 255m. Kingsmead School (a high school) is located within 500m of 

the site also to the north east. Chadsmoor Church of England Junior School is 

located within 575m of the site to the west. A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend 

on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 34 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any healthcare facilities. 

A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. To the south, adjacent to a green link is accessible. This area and 

areas of semi-natural green space and housing amenity land directly to the 

south are identified within the Green Space Network (2012). A further area of 

housing amenity land is located to the north of the site within 190m by 

Stagborough Way. The closest PRoW is located within 425m of the site to the 

east at Splash Lane. An overall significant positive effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within existing urban area of Hednesford and is in relatively 

close proximity to Hednesford town centre. Therefore, a significant positive 

effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close 

proximity to a range of services and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 
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Justification  

The site has been identified by the Council as currently being in employment 

use. The site currently allows for a number of existing manufacturing/storage 

properties. As such providing residential development at this location may result 

in the loss of an existing employment site and a significant negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Hednesford but it is outside of the town centre which is 

to the north. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance 

the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 

visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C220(b): Site B - Image Business Park, East 

Cannock Road, Hednesford, Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

SSSI is located to the north east of the site within 980m. A minor negative effect 

is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new 

developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 
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residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. 

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  +/-? 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

on air quality. As the site is adjacent to the A460 to the north a minor negative 

effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. This negative effect is uncertain 

dependent upon the potential to mitigate noise pollution. The site is located on 

brownfield land and as such development at this location would result in the use 

of previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in 

terms of land use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone 

and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect 

on local water quality. 

Overall, mixed effect (minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is expected on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 
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Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and is relatively small in size (33 homes 

are suggested). A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the site 

would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 

which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 
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Justification 

The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 
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greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 

buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. Bus stops are located 

along Old Hednesford Road to the north west within 25m and also along Lower 

Road within 75m to the north east. Bus stops at Lower Road provide access to 

a bus service which runs once every 30 minutes. The site is not located within 

1km of a train station, however. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 33 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of education 

facilities. St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School is located to the north east of the 

site within 365m. Kingsmead School (a high school) is located within 600m of 

the site also to the north east. Chadsmoor Church of England Junior School is 

located within 500m of the site to the west. A significant positive effect is 

therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend 

on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 33 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 585m of the Moss Street Surgery which is on Moss 

Street to the north west. The site is not located within close proximity of a 

hospital. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. To the south, adjacent to a green link is accessible. Areas of green 

link land, semi-natural green space and housing amenity land to the east and 

south east of the site within 65m are identified within the Green Space Network 

(2012). A further area of housing amenity land is located to the north of the site 

within 200m by Stagborough Way. The closest PRoW is located within 570m of 

the site to the east at Splash Lane. An overall significant positive effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within the existing urban area of Hednesford and is within 

relatively close proximity of Hednesford town centre. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within 

close proximity to a range of services and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 
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Justification  

The site has been identified by the Council as currently being in employment 

use. The site currently allows for a number of existing manufacturing/storage 

properties. As such providing residential development at this location may result 

in the loss of an existing employment site and a significant negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Hednesford but it is outside of the town centre which is 

to the north. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance 

the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 

visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C222a: Virage Court, Cannock South, 

Bridgtown 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site is approximately 900m from the Stowe Pool and Walk Mill Clay Pit 

SSSI, where development could have potential adverse effect on this site.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective as the proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect but uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation 

may contribute to avoiding any effects. 

The site also lies within the 15km radius around Cannock Chase where 

residential development is likely to increase recreational pressures at the site.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --/+ 

Justification  

The site is located on Walsall Road which leads directly to the A5 within 450m 

to the south.  An AQMA has been declared along the A5 and residential 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic.  Furthermore, the site is located adjacent to 

�W�K�H���µ�$�����¶���U�R�D�G���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���L�W���P�D�\���E�H���D�G�Y�H�U�V�H�O�\���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���Q�R�L�V�H���S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�������7�K�H���V�L�W�H��

is located on brownfield land and as such development at this location would 

result in the use of previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is 

expected in terms of land use.  The site is not located within a Source 

Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have 

an adverse effect on local water quality.  Overall, a mixed effect (minor 

positive/significant negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land and there is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.27ha and would accommodate 21 dwellings) in size.  

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the UR28 LCT and is classified as urban.  Therefore, 

an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  The effect 

of new development on the landscape will depend in part on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

depend largely on �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W������

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those on North 

Street and Walsall Street), providing a range of routes and services.  The site is 

not located, however, within 1km of the nearest railway station.  These 

sustainable transport links may help to promote modal shift in the District.  

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 21 new residential dwellings.  As such 

considering that this site would provide a number of new homes to meet local 

need and is likely to result in the provision of affordable housing (as residential 

sites of 10 homes or more are expected to make affordable housing provision) a 

significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within approximately 105m from Bridgtown Primary School.  

There is also are a number of primary and secondary schools in Cannock which 

are likely to be accessible by bus. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect 

is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the area have capacity 

for new students.    

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is not within 600m from a GP surgery or hospital.  Therefore, a minor 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs.  This includes several 

areas of semi-natural greenspace, institutional greenspace, amenity 

greenspace and a playground. Several PRoWs are found in close proximity to 

the site. The close proximity of these features to the site is likely to help 

encourage their use by new residents.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G��isolation. +? 
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Justification  

The site is located within the existing urban area and is within closest proximity 

of Bridgtown (a Local Centre). This location is to provide residents with access 

some community services and facilities although the range of provisions are 

likely to be more limited than at the town centres of the plan area.  Therefore, 

an uncertain minor positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  Therefore, it is unlikely 

that development of this site will influence the regeneration of the local 

economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 
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in enhancing town centres.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C237: 268 Bradbury Lane, Hednesford* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 140m north of the site. 
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New residential development within 15km of this SAC is considered likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. 

The close proximity of this international biodiversity designation means that the 

negative effect recorded in relation to this SA objective is significant. However, 

this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be 

determined until more specific development proposals are made which would 

occur at planning application stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  +/-? 

Justification  

The site is made up entirely of brownfield land classified as urban. As such 

development at this location would result in the use of previously developed 

land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land use. The site 

is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected on air 

�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H��

effect is also identified in relation to noise pollution. However, the site lies 

entirely within Source Protection Zone 3 so there is potential for detrimental 

impacts on local water quality. A minor negative effect is therefore identified in 

relation to this aspect of the SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that the 

design of the development may provide opportunities to mitigate impacts 

relating to water quality.  

Overall, a mixed minor positive and uncertain minor negative effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located entirely on brownfield land and is relatively small in size (13 

homes are suggested). A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of 

the site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and 

buildings which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR04 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. However, the 

Cannock Chase AONB is situated approximately 70m north east of the site and 

so development of this site could have potential significant negative effects on 

the landscape. As such a significant negative effect is expected on this SA 

objective. The expected significant negative effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of this development is unknown at this stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located entirely on brownfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the 

development of greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse 

onsite buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

is located within 10m of the site to the south east on Bradbury Lane. A number 

of bus services utilise these bus stops and are as frequent as every 15 minutes. 

The site is not located within 1km of a train station, however. A minor positive 

effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 13 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of Pye Green Academy, a 

primary school located within 300m of the site to the south. There are however 

no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend 

on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 13 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. Areas of green space identified in the Green Space Network 

(2012) are located within 15m of the site to the south. The closest public sports 

ground, Cotswold Road, is located to the north of the site within 75m. The 

closest PRoW is located within 230m of the site to the south east at Bradbury 

Lane. An overall significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within existing urban area of Hednesford and is within closest 

proximity of that town centre. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely on 

this SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to a range 

of services and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  Therefore, it is unlikely 

that development of this site will influence the regeneration of the local 

economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Hednesford but it is outside of the town centre which is 

to the south east. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C264: Land to the East of John 

Street/Wimblebury Road, Wimblebury, Cannock  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 

approximately 195m north of the site. There are three Sites of Biological 

Importance (SBI) within close proximity to the site; Hazelslade Nature Reserve 

Site SBI lies approximately 355m north of the site, Hednesford Brickworks lies 

approximately 165m west of the site and Prospect Village Field SBI lies 

approximately 160m east of the site. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.3km north of the site, therefore a 

minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new residential 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site. A significant negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���:�L�P�E�O�H�E�X�U�\���5�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

lies approximately 125m north of the AQMA that extends over the roads 

(A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five 

Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic, so a significant negative effect is identified for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been mainly classified as Grade 4 agricultural quality with a 

pocket of urban land to the north west of the site. A minor negative effect is 

likely on soils. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone, so a 

negligible effect is identified for water quality. An overall significant negative 

effect is expected on this SA objective due to a potential detrimental impact in 

relation to air pollution and the loss of greenfield land as a result of development 

at this location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (approximately 

1,000 homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is 

little opportunity to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

Cannock Chase AONB is situated approximately 265m north of the site and so 

development of this site could have potential significant negative effects on the 

landscape. The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as 

identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. 

This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 

development.  

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are over 20 bus stops within 350m of the site. The bus stops located on 

John Street, Littleworth Road, Rawnsley Road and Cannock Wood Street are 

all served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site and the site is 

not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering that a number 

of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services provided at these 

locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

expected to be 1,000 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential 

sites of 10 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

This site is expected to provide 1,000 and so it is likely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on the 

SA objective, although this is uncertain until specific proposals are bought 

forward. 

Hazel Slade Community Primary School is located approximately 595m north of 

the site and Heath Hayes Primary School is located approximately 510m south 

of the site, there are however no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. Overall an 

uncertain significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as 

there will be sufficient capacity for students from the housing development. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 
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development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Rawnsley Surgery is located approximately 125m north of the site on Rawnsley 

Road. There are no hospitals within 600m of the site and therefore a minor 

positive effect is likely on SA objectives. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PROWs. The northern boundary of the site is bound by an unrestricted 

green link and a private sports ground and within this designation is a bowling 

green- �E�R�W�K���K�D�Y�H���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���D�F�F�H�V�V�����/�\�L�Q�J���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q��

boundary lies Wimblebury Woods, an unrestricted area of semi natural open 
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space and Barn Way, an unrestricted housing amenity land. A section of the 

southern boundary lies directly adjacent to a semi-natural open space that has 

limited access. Another unrestricted are of semi natural open space lies 

approximately 185m to the east of the site. This site along with the green link 

and Barn Way form part of the Green Space Network (2012). A PROW directly 

�D�O�L�J�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�L�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�L�W�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q��

is likely to deliver more than 100 homes (approximately 1,000 dwellings are 

expected) and could therefore offer good opportunities to incorporate new open 

space. However, this site includes two PROWs and a green link which could be 

lost due to development. This is uncertain as it cannot be known whether these 

features will be lost, retained or enhanced. Overall an uncertain mixed effect 

(significant positive and minor negative) is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G��isolation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the north eastern periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C264(a): Parcel A of Land to the East of John 

Street/Wimblebury Road, Wimblebury, Cannock 

(Land east of John Street/Wimblebury Road) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 

approximately 655m south of the site. Hednesford Brickworks Sites of Biological 

Importance lies approximately 165m west of the site. A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.1km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���:�L�P�E�O�H�E�X�U�\���5�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

lies approximately 125m north of the AQMA that extends over the roads 

(A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five 

Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic, so a significant negative effect is identified for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been mainly classified as Grade 4 agricultural quality with a 

pocket of urban land to the north west of the site. A minor negative effect is 

likely on soils. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone, so a 

negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective 

due to a potential detrimental impact in relation to air pollution and to the loss of 

greenfield land as a result of development at this location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (37 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to 

re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. 

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are twelve bus stops within 350m of the site. The four bus stops located 

on John Street, are all served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the 

site and the site is not located within 1km of a railway station. As such 

considering that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that 

services provided at these locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 37 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Heath Hayes Primary School is located approximately 510m south of the site, 

there are however no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 37 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
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proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

There are no hospitals or GP surgeries within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The northern boundary of the site is bound by Wimblebury Woods, 

an unrestricted area of semi natural open space and a section of the southern 

boundary lies directly adjacent to a semi-natural open space that has limited 

access. Another unrestricted are of semi natural open space lies approximately 

185m to the east of the site and this forms part of the Green Space Network 

�����������������$���3�5�R�:���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�O�L�J�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���V�Ruthern boundary and another 

PRoW lies approximately 120m to the south of the site.  
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A significant positive is expected on this SA objective given that the site would 

provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and PRoW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the north eastern periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore it is not expected that 

development will contribute towards the regeneration of the local economy. 

Therefore, a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  292 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 

0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C264(b): Parcel B of Land to the East of John 

Street/Wimblebury Road, Wimblebury, Cannock 

(Land east of Sycamore Road/Hawthorne 

Road) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 

approximately 655m south of the site. Hednesford Brickworks Site of Biological 

Importance (SBI) lies approximately 460m west of the site and Prospect Village 

Field SBI lies approximately 680m east of the site. 

A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this 

is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined 

until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at 

planning application stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.8km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 
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residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site could potentially connect to the AQMA along Wimblebury Road. As 

such development at this location may result in an exacerbation of existing air 

�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�V�V�X�H�V�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which is mostly classified as Grade 4 

agricultural quality. A minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is not 

located within a Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for 

water quality.  

As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (195 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to 

re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

mixed use options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The east section of the site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield 

Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock 

Chase District. This area has been identified as having a moderate level of 

sensitivity to development.  

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are five bus stops within 350m of the site which are all located on John 

Street and are served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site 

and the site is not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering 

that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services 

provided at these locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

195 and therefore a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 

homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no schools within 600m of the site. This site is expected to provide 

195 homes and therefore it is unlikely that an onsite primary school would be 

provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock 

Chase. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely as the effects 

depend if existing schools have capacity for new students.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  299 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Rawnsley Surgery is located approximately 595m to the north of the site on 

Rawnsley Road. There are no hospitals within 600m of the site so a minor 

positive effect is likely on SA objectives. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The eastern boundary of the site is bound by Wimblebury Woods, 

an unrestricted area of semi natural open space. Barn Way, an unrestricted 

housing amenity land lies appr�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���Z�H�V�W���F�R�U�Q�H�U����

There is also an unrestricted green link approximately 320m north of the site. 

The green link and Barn Way form part of the Green Space Network (2012). A 

�3�5�2�:���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�O�L�J�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�Uy and another lies directly 

on the northern boundary of the site. In addition, this residential site option is 

likely to deliver more than 100 homes (195 dwellings are expected) and could 

offer good opportunities to incorporate new open space.  
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Overall an uncertain significant positive is expected on this SA objective given 

that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open spaces and 

PROW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
meet �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the north eastern periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C264(c): Parcel C of Land to the East of John 

Street/Wimblebury Road, Wimblebury, Cannock 

(Land south of Littleworth Road) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 

approximately 185m north of the site. Hednesford Brickworks Site of Biological 

Importance (SBI) lies approximately 555m west of the site and Prospect Village 

Field SBI lies approximately 690m east of the site. A significant negative effect 

is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.3km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site could potentially connect to the AQMA along Wimblebury Road. As 

such development at this location may result in exacerbation of existing air 

�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�V�V�X�H�V�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has been mostly classified as 

Grade 4 agricultural quality with a small area of urban land to the north of the 

site. A minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is not located within a 

Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (63 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to 

re-use any materials that already exist on site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development.  

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are eleven bus stops within 350m of the site; five are located on John 

Street and six are located on Littleworth Road and are all served every 60 

minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site and the site is not located within 

1km of a railway station. As such considering that a number of bus stops are in 

close proximity of the site but that services provided at these locations are 

relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 63 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no schools within 600m of the site. This site is expected to provide 63 

new homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school would be 

provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock 

Chase. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective as the effects depend if existing schools have capacity for new 

students.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Rawnsley Surgery is located approximately 260m to the north of the site on 

Rawnsley Road. There are no hospitals within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor positive effect is likely on SA objectives. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The northern boundary of the site is bound by an unrestricted 

green link and Barn Way, an unrestricted housing amenity land lies adjacent to 

�W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����:�L�P�E�O�H�E�X�U�\���:�R�R�G�V�����D�Q���X�Q�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���D�U�H�D���R�I���V�H�P�L��

natural open space lies approximately 140m south of the site. The green link 

and Barn Way form part of the Green Space Network (2012). A PRoW directly 

aligns with the s�L�W�H�¶�V���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����$���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���L�V��

expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access 

to a number of open spaces and PRoW. Overall an uncertain significant positive 

effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the north eastern periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

A Shrine, a replica of the grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, a Grade II List Building 

situated approximately 1.4km to the north west of the site and Cross Keys 

Farmhouse located approximately 1.5km west of the site are the nearest 

historic assets. Adverse impacts on these heritage assets are likely to be 

reduced due to the large distances between the site and these historic assets. 

The Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) has identified most of the site 

as lying within historic environment character zone CHECZ 9, Between 

Rawnsley and Wimblebury. Medium to large scale re-development of this zone 

is likely to have at least a moderate impact upon the historic character of the 

zone particularly upon the surviving historic landscape character and the line of 

�W�K�H���U�D�L�O�Z�D�\�����,�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���Z�R�U�N���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���&�K�D�V�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W��

HEA the area in which the site falls was scored as being of moderate value in 

terms of heritage assets. The moderate score suggests that development is 

likely to have an impact upon the historic environment. 
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As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The 

effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the development which is 

unknown at this stage. 

C264(d): Parcel D of Land to the East of John 

Street/Wimblebury Road, Wimblebury, Cannock 

(Land south of Chetwynd Park and west of 

Cannock Wood Road) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 

approximately 195m north of the site. There are three Sites of Biological 

Importance (SBI) within close proximity to the site; Prospect Village Field SBI 

lies approximately 130m east of the site, Hazelslade Nature Reserve Site SBI 

lies approximately 395m north east of the site and Hednesford Brickworks lies 

approximately 710m west of the site. A significant negative effect is therefore 

identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential 

impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  
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The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.3km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. Therefore, an uncertain 

significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site may potentially connect to the AQMA along Wimblebury Road. As such 

development at this location has the potential to exacerbate existing air quality 

issues. The �V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H��

development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution impacting 

upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has been mostly classified as 

Grade 4 agricultural quality, with a pocket of urban land to the north west of the 

site. A minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is not located within a 

Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (629 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to 

re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

Cannock Chase AONB is situated approximately 300m north of the site and so 

development of this site could have potential significant negative effects on the 

landscape. The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as 

identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. 

This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 

development.  

Overall a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The 

expected significant negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of 

this development is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are six bus stops within 350m of the site; four are located on Littleworth 

Road, one is situated on Rawnsley Road and another lies on Cannock Wood 

Street and are all served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site 

and the site is not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering 

that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services 

provided at these locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

629 and therefore a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 

homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

This site is expected to provide 629 homes and therefore it is unlikely that new 

primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is 

around 700 homes in Cannock Chase. In addition, Hazel Slade Community 

Primary School is located approximately 595m north of the site, there are 

however no secondary schools within 600m of the site. Overall, an uncertain 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Rawnsley Surgery is located approximately 125m to the north of the site on 

Rawnsley Road. There are no hospitals within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor positive effect is likely on SA objectives. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PROWs. The northern boundary of the site is bound by an unrestricted 

green link and a private sports ground and within this designation is a bowling 

green- both have limited access. Wimblebury Woods, an unrestricted area of 

semi natural open space lies approximately 255m west of the site and Barn 

Way, an unrestricted housing amenity land lies 245m west of the site. The 

green link and Barn Way form part of the Green Space Network (2012). Two 

�3�5�R�:���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�O�L�J�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q boundaries. In 

addition, this residential site option is likely to deliver more than 100 homes (629 

dwellings are planned) and could offer good opportunities to incorporate new 

open space. However, the site includes two PROWs and a green link which 

could be lost due to development. This is uncertain as it cannot be known 

whether these features will be lost, retained or enhanced. Overall an uncertain 

mixed effect (significant positive and minor negative) is identified on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the north eastern periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use so therefore it is uncertain if 

development at this site will contribute towards the regeneration of the local 

economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C264(e): Parcel E of Land to the East of John 

Street/Wimblebury Road, Wimblebury, Cannock 

(Land south of Chetwynd Park and west of 

Cannock Wood Road) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 

approximately 470m north west of the site. There are two Sites of Biological 

Importance (SBI) within close proximity to the site; Hazelslade Nature Reserve 

Site SBI lies approximately 355m north of the site and Prospect Village Field 

SBI lies approximately 120m south of the site.A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 
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development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.5km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. Therefore, an uncertain 

minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site has the potential to connect to the AQMA along Wimblebury Road. As 

such development at this location may exacerbate existing air quality issues. 

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H��

development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution impacting 

upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has been mostly classified as 

Grade 4 agricultural quality with a pocket of urban land to the north west of the 

site. A minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is not located within a 

Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (145 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to 

re-use any materials that already exist on site and the loss of vast greenfield 

land. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

Cannock Chase AONB is situated approximately 275m north of the site and 

therefore development of this site could have potential significant negative 

effects on the landscape. The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield 

Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock 

Chase District. This area has been identified as having a moderate level of 

sensitivity to development.  

Overall a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The 

expected significant negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of 

this development is unknown at this stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are three bus stops within 350m of the site; two are located on Littleworth 

Road and one is situated on Cannock Wood Street and all four bus stops are 

served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass through the site and the 

site is not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering that a 

number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services provided 

at these locations are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

145 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no schools within 600m of the site. Therefore, a minor negative effect 

is likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain. 

This site is expected to provide 145 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 
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development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Rawnsley Surgery is located approximately 320m north east of the site on 

Rawnsley Road. There are no hospitals within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor positive effect is likely on SA objectives. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PROWs. The north east boundary of the site lies directly adjacent to 

Rawnsley Greenlink which is an unrestricted area of semi natural open space 

�J�U�H�H�Q���O�L�Q�N�����$���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���V�S�R�U�W�V���J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�O�L�J�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\��

and within this designation is a bowling green both have limited access. 
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Prospect Village Local Park that has unrestricted access lies approximately 

385m to the south east of the site. A PROW lies approximately 170m south of 

the site. In addition, this residential site option is likely to deliver more than 100 

homes (145 dwellings are planned) and could therefore offer good opportunities 

to incorporate new open space. Overall an uncertain significant positive effect is 

identified on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the north eastern periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C265: Land to the East of John 

Street/Wimblebury Road and West of Cannock 

Wood Road, Wimblebury, Cannock  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The Chasewater and the Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

�6�6�6�,���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�Z�R���6�L�W�H�V��

of Biological Importance (SBI) that lie �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q��

boundary; Prospect Village Field SBI and Sevens Road SBI. Redmoor Hill (west 

of) Biodiversity Alert Site lies approximately 245m to the south east of the site. 

A significant negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, however, 

this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be 

determined until more specific development proposals are made which would 

occur at planning application stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been mainly classified as Grade 4 agricultural quality with a 

pocket of urban land to the north east, the south west and south of the site. A 

minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is not located within a Source 

Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for water quality.  

As such an overall minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective due to 

the loss of greenfield land which might result as a result of development at this 

location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (2,820 homes 

are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity 

to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

Cannock Chase AONB is situated approximately 120m east of the site and so 

development of this site could have potential significant negative effects on the 

landscape. The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as 

identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. 

This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 

development. Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

The expected minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of 

this development is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are eight bus stops within 350m of the site. To the east of the site, two 

bus stops are located on John Street and another two are located on 

Brickworks Road and to the west of the site two bus stops are located on 

Ironstone Road and two lie on Sevens Road. Aside from the two stops on 

Brickworks Road where there is no available data, all the bus stops are served 

every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site and the site is not located 

within 1km of a railway station. As such considering that a number of bus stops 

are in close proximity of the site but that services provided at these locations 

are relatively poor a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

2,820 and therefore a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 

homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

This site is expected to provide 2,820 homes and so it is likely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on the 

SA objective, although this is uncertain until specific proposals are bought 

forward.  

Heath Hayes Primary School is located approximately 530m east of the site, 

there are however no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

Overall an uncertain significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. An area of limited access semi natural open space aligns with the 

�V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����Z�K�L�O�V�W���6�H�Y�H�Q�V���5�R�D�G��unrestricted semi natural open 

space, Prospect Village SBI (which has been identified as a semi natural open 

space with unrestricted access) and the unrestricted Prospect Village Local 

�3�D�U�N���D�O�O���O�L�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����3�5�R�:�V���D�Oign with 

�P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����$���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�L�V���6�$��

objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open 

spaces and PRoW. 

This residential site option is likely to deliver more than 100 homes (2,820 

dwellings are planned) and could therefore offer good opportunities to 

incorporate new open space. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this 

SA objective, but this is uncertain until future proposals come forward. 

A minor negative effect is also expected on this SA objective as the site 

includes a PRoW which could be lost due to development. This however, is 

uncertain as it cannot be known whether these features will be lost, retained or 

enhanced. 

Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant positive and minor negative) is 

identified on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. There are however 

eight bus stops within 350m of the site, six of which are known to be served 

every 60 minutes. This public transport node may provide residents with access 

to services and facilities further afield. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 
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the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C279 and C84: Land east of Wimblebury Road 

at Bleak House, Heath Hayes* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 
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pressure etc. The Chasewater and the Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

SSSI lies within approximately 250m of the site.  A significant negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.3km north of the site, therefore a 

minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new residential 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site. Therefore, an uncertain significant 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���:�L�P�E�O�H�E�X�U�\��

Road. This road is located within AQMA3 (Five Ways Island), as such, 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic, a significant negative effect is identified for air 

quality. The si�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���R�U���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\�� 

This site is located on greenfield land which has been mainly classified as 

Grade 4 agricultural quality with a section of urban land to the west and in the 

centre of the site. A minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is not 

located within a Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified for 

water quality.  
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Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective 

due to the potential increases in air pollution following the sites development. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (410 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity to 

re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development 

therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are over twenty bus stops within 350m of the site. The four bus stops on 

Hobart Road and two bus stops on John Street are served every 60 minutes. A 

cycle path does not pass the site and the site is not located within 1km of a 

railway station. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

410 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Heath Hayes Primary School is located approximately 160m west of the site, 

there are however no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. This site is expected to 

provide 410 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school would be 

provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock 

Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PROWs. Adjacent to the south boundary of the site lies Heath Hayes Park 

and an area of semi natural open space both of which have unrestricted access. 

Heath Hayes and Wimblebury Allotments Association is approximately 150m 

from the site and lies within Heath Hayes Park and has limited access. Hobart 

Road green link lies approximately 30m west of the site. PROWs align with the 

�V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���D�Q�G���Q�R�U�W�K���H�D�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�L�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�L�W�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q���L�V��

likely to deliver more than 100 homes (410 dwellings are planned) and could 

therefore offer good opportunities to incorporate new open space.  Therefore, 

an overall significant positive effect is identified in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
meet �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the eastern periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre and 

therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use so a negligible effect is likely on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C309: TNT Express, Wimblebury Road, 

Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Hednesford Brickworks SBI is located approximately 230m west 

of the site and Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths 

SSSI is located approximately 270m to the north of the site within approximately 

270m. A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, 

however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot 

be determined until more specific development proposals are made which 

would occur at planning application stage. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.6km to the north and north west 

of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

on air quality. The site is located on brownfield land and as such development 

at this location would result in the use of previously developed land meaning a 

minor positive effect is expected in terms of land use. The site is also not 

located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this 

location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water quality. It is also not 

�D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���R�U���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���D�Q�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���O�H�V�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R��

be adversely affected by noise pollution. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and is relatively small in size (33 homes 

are suggested). A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the site 

would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 

which are already onsite.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  350 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 

greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 

buildings and materials. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  351 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. Bus stops are located 

along Wimblebury Road to the east within 130m and also along Littleworth 

Road within 300m to the north. However, services at these bus stops are 

relatively poor with a frequency of 60 minutes. The site is also not located within 

1km of a train station. As such, a negligible effect is expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 33 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any education facilities. 

This site is expected to provide 33 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective as it will depend on the capacity of existing 

schools to accommodate new pupils. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. An unrestricted Green Link is bound to the north, west and eastern 

boundaries of the site. Most of this land is also identified within the Green 

Space Network (2012) and is located adjacent to the north and west boundaries 

of the site. The closest PRoW is located within 260m of the site to the west at 

Sherbourne Avenue. An overall significant positive effect is therefore expected 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within the existing urban area Hednesford and is within 

relatively close proximity of that town centre. Therefore, a significant positive 

effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be within close 

proximity to a range of services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 

Justification  

The site has been identified by the Council as currently being in employment 

use. The site currently allows for a number of existing manufacturing/storage 

properties. As such providing residential development at this location may result 

in the loss of an existing employment site and a significant negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located within Hednesford but it is outside of the town centre which is 

to the north west. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C323: Virage Point, Green Lane, Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 
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Justification  

This site is approximately 940m from the Stowe Pool and Walk Mill Clay Pit 

SSSI which to the south west, where development could have potential adverse 

effect on this site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective as the proximity to designated sites provides an 

indication of the potential for an adverse effect but uncertainty exists as 

appropriate mitigation may contribute to avoiding any effects. 

The site also lies within the 15km radius around Cannock Chase where 

residential development (as part of mixed use development) is likely to increase 

recreational pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --/+ 

Justification  

The site is located on Walsall Road which leads directly to the A5 within 250m 

to the south.  An AQMA has been declared along the A5 and residential 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

�U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�������7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���µ�$�����¶���U�R�D�G��

meaning it may be adversely affected by noise pollution.  The site is located on 

brownfield land and as such development at this location would result in the use 

of previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in 

terms of land use.  The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone 

and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect 

on local water quality.  Overall, a mixed effect (minor positive/significant 

negative) is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land and there is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.1ha and would accommodate 12 dwellings) in size.  

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the UR28 LCT and is classified as urban.  Therefore, 

an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  The effect 

of new development on the landscape will depend in part on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 
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Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

depend largely on �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W������

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those on North 

Street and Walsall Street), providing a range of routes and services.  The site is 

not located, however, within 1km of the nearest railway station.  These 

sustainable transport links may help to promote modal shift in the District.  

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is expected to provide 12 new residential dwellings.  As such 

considering that this site would provide a number of new homes to meet local 

need and is likely to result in the provision of affordable housing (as residential 

sites of 10 homes or more are expected to make affordable housing provision) a 

significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within approximately 205m from Bridgetown Primary School.  

There is also are a number of primary and secondary schools in Cannock which 

are likely to be accessible by bus. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect 

is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the area have capacity 

for new students.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is not within 600m from a GP surgery or hospital.  Therefore, a minor 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs.  This includes several 

areas of semi-natural greenspace, institutional greenspace, amenity 
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greenspace and a playground. Several PRoWs are found in close proximity to 

the site. The close proximity of these features to the site is likely to help 

encourage their use by new residents.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���F�O�R�V�H���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���R�I���%�U�L�G�J�W�R�Z�Q�����D���/�R�F�D�O���&�H�Q�W�U�H�����L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\��

to encourage access of residents to community services and facilities.  It is 

recognised that the level of service provision at this location is likely to be more 

limited than that available at town centres in the plan area.  Therefore, an 

uncertain minor positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 

Justification  

The site is currently in use as an office.  The development of this land could 

adversely affect the regeneration of the local economy.  As such, a significant 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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C342: Land at West Cannock Farm (south west 

of Brindley Heath Road), Hednesford 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

�S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���H�W�F�����&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���&�K�D�V�H���6�$�&���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���Z�H�V�W��

and north east boundaries. Therefore, a minor negative but uncertain effect is 

identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could 

be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Furnace Coppice Biodiversity Alert Site lies approximately 700m east of the site 

and Beaudesert Gold Course, Rawnsley Hills Site of Biological Importance lies 

approximately 540m to the south east of the site. Therefore, a significant 

negative effect is identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as 

the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more 

specific development proposals are made which would occur at planning 

application stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

The Agricultural Land Classification has identified the land as being 

predominantly non-agricultural with a small pocket of urban land to the far east 

of the site. A minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site lies entirely within 

Source Protection Zone 3 so there is potential for detrimental impacts on local 

water quality and so a minor negative effect is identified. This however is 

uncertain as the effect on water quality from development of this site is 

unknown at this stage.  

Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (1,100 homes 

are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little opportunity 

to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this 

site could have potential significant negative effects on the landscape. The site 

is located within SH02 which is classified as Sandstone Hills and Heaths in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The assessment 

notes that inappropriate development should not occur in the highly visible 

landscapes. The Assessment classes this land character as being of moderate 

sensitivity to development and so a minor negative effect is likely on this SA 

objective. The minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of 

the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage.  

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is mainly located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

There are over 20 bus stops within 350m of the site. The bus stops located to 

the south and west of the site on Broadhurst Green and Bradbury Lane are 

served every 15 minutes whereas the bus stops located on Rugeley Road are 

served every 30 minutes. A cycle path passes approximately 85m east of the 

site, and Hednesford railway station lies approximately 995m south of the site. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

1,100 and therefore a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 

homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

This site is expected to provide 1,100 homes and so it is likely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on the 

SA objective, although this is uncertain until specific proposals are bought 

forward. Pye Green Academy (a Primary School) is located approximately 

560m south of the site, but there are no secondary schools within 600m of the 

site. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this 

is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

Overall an uncertain significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 
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development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. Cannock Chase AONB which is classified as unrestricted semi 

�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���R�S�H�Q���V�S�D�F�H���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K�����Q�R�U�W�K���Z�H�V�W���D�Q�G��

south west boundaries. Cotswold Road public sports ground lies amongst this 

designation approximately 35m south west of the site. A number of housing 

amenity land areas lie within 600m south east, south and south west of the site, 

some of which form part of the Green Space Network (2012). Approximately 

30m from the south west corner of the site lies a PRoW linking the site to 
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Cotswold Road, another PRoW lies approximately 270m north of the site. A 

significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

This residential site option is likely to deliver more than 100 homes (1,100 

dwellings are suggested) and could therefore offer good opportunities to 

incorporate new open space. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this 

SA objective, but this is uncertain until future proposals come forward. 

Overall, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the northern edge of the urban area of Hednesford and is 

within relatively close proximity of that town centre.  Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely on this SA objective as the potential residents will be 

within close proximity to a range services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C352: Heath Hayes Football Club, Coppice 

Colliery Sports Ground, Newlands Lane, Heath 

Hayes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  Newlands a Biodiversity Alert Site is located approximately 185m 

north west of the site, Norton Pools Site of Biological Importance (SBI) lies 

approximately 445m to the south and the Newlands Brook Fields, Fields and 

Pool at Newlands Brook SBI lies approximately 450m to the west of the site.  

The Chasewater and the Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is 

located approximately 440m east of the site.  A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 4.3km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.   
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

Around half of the site to the west lies within the AQMA over the roundabout 

that lies in the south east of Heath Hayes that links the B4145 (Hednesford 

Road), A5190 (Cannock Road) and Wimblebury Road.  In addition, the site is 

also linked to the existing AQMA that extends along the very south of 

Wimblebury Road and the section of the A5190 that lies to the east of the 

roundabout which is located approximately 50m north east of the site.  A 

significant negative effect is therefore likely on air quality as development at this 

location is expected to increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of 

increased vehicle traffic.  �$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶��

Road, a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution.  In contrast, a 

minor negative effect is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield 

land which is mainly classified as non-agricultural land by the Agricultural Land 

Classification (ALC).  A small pocket of urban land is identified in the north west 

corner of the site.  There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the 

site does not lie within a Source Protection Zone.  Overall a significant negative 

effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is 

relatively small in size (45 homes are predicted).  As such the development of 

the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to 

previously developed brownfield land.  A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is predominantly located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as 

identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  

This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 

development.  A small section to the north of the site is located within UR26 

which is classified as urban land in the Landscape Character Assessment for 

Cannock Chase District.   

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are six bus stops within 350m of the site all which are served every 30 

minutes; five are located on Hednesford Road (B1454) and one located on 

Wimblebury Road. The site is not within 1km of a railway station.  A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is located approximately 45m north of the site on Cannock Road 

(A5190). 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 45 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no primary or secondary schools within 600m of the site. This site is 

expected to provide 45 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary provision 

onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in 

Cannock Chase.  Therefore, a minor negative effect is therefore likely in relation 

to this SA objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the 

availability of school places for new students. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 
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development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs.  The site partially lies within the unrestricted Newlands Lane semi 

natural open space and Heath Hayes Football Club (private sports ground) 

which has limited access.  Within Newlands Lane lies a public sports ground 

�W�K�D�W���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Z�H�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�������,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����+�H�D�W�K���+�D�\�H�V��

Park which has unrestricted access is located approximately 90m to the north 
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east of the site.  A PRoW linking Cannock Road and Hednesford Road lies 

approximately 175m north of the site and another PRoW lies 250m north west 

of the site and links Newlands Lane with Cannock Road.  A significant positive 

is expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access 

to a number of open spaces and PRoW. 

A minor negative effect is also expected on this SA objective as the site 

includes Newlands Lane and Heath Hayes Football Club (private sports ground) 

which could be lost due to development.  This however, is uncertain as it cannot 

be known whether these features will be lost, retained or enhanced. 

Overall an uncertain mixed effect (significant positive and minor negative) is 

identified on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the south east periphery of Heath Hayes Local Centre 

and therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Heath Hayes Local Centre but it is outside of the three 

town centre locations identified in the District.  The development of the site 

would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in 

that area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which 

might help to benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  382 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C373: Land at Court Bank Farm, Cannock 

Wood (Mixed use - residential, employment and 

other non-residential uses) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Courtbanks Covert, Redmoor Wood Site of Biological Importance 

(SBI) lies within the site and Gentleshaw Common SSSI lies approximately 80m 

east of the site. Gentleshaw Grassland Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) lies 

approximately 210m east of the site and Redmoor Hill (west of) BAS lies 

approximately 235m south of the site. A significant negative effect is therefore 

identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the potential 

impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.4km to the north west of 
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the site; therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development which may be provided as part of this 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site. Overall an uncertain significant 

negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

air quality. �7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. This site is located on greenfield land which has 

not previously been developed. This land has been classified as Grade 4 quality 

by the Agricultural Land Classification so a minor negative effect is expected on 

soils. The majority of the site lies within Source Protection Zone 3 so there is 

potential for detrimental impacts on local water quality and so a minor negative 

effect is identified. This however is uncertain as the effect on water quality from 

development of this site is unknown at this stage. Overall an uncertain minor 

negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is 

large in size (approximately 30ha and capacity for 270 homes). As such the 

development of the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for 

the re-use of materials and buildings which might already be onsite in 

comparison to previously developed brownfield land. A significant negative 

effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some 

extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy 

generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of mixed use development 

sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good 

opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of 

high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA objectives 

(SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing site options will 

have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located entirely within flood zone 1. However, as the site comprises 

mostly greenfield land, development at this location may lead to increase 

amounts of impermeable surfaces and thereby increase flood risk in the area. 

Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located entirely within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of 

this site could have potential significant negative effects on the landscape. 

Furthermore, the site is located within CF19 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified 

in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. CF19 has 

been identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development. An overall 

significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to 

potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of this 

designated landscape. The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 

design of the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at 

this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land so it is unlikely that development will 

provide an opportunity for the re-use of building materials, thus minimising 

waste production. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are 11 bus stops located within 350m of the site; six are located on 

Hayfield Hill, four on Cumberledge Hill and one on Ironstone Road and all stops 

are served every 60 minutes. A cycle path does not pass the site and the site is 

not located within 1km of a railway station. As such considering that a number 

of bus stops are in close proximity of the site but that services provided at these 

locations are relatively infrequent a negligible effect is expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++? 
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Justification  

This site is approximately 30ha in size and is one of the larger sites considered 

for allocation for development. It would support the delivery of around 270 

homes. As such a significant positive effect is likely as sites which allow for 10 

homes or more will make affordable housing provision. This however is 

uncertain as the proportion of residential use and employment use is currently 

unknown. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no schools within 600m of the site. Therefore, a minor negative effect 

is likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain. 

The threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase and 

this site is not expected to support this type of provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will 

depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within development 

sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could 

have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, 

such issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather 

they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site). Therefore, 

the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 

negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

There are no hospitals or GP surgeries within 600m of the site so a minor 

negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

�D�Q�G���3�5�R�:�����'�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���O�L�H�V���1�X�Q�¶�V���:�H�O�O�����D�Q��

unrestricted area of semi natural open space, another unrestricted area of semi 

natural green space lies approximately 80m to the east of the site and 

approximately 25m to the west of the site lies an unrestricted green link. A 

PRoW that is accessible from Hayfields Hill another lies directly adjacent to the 

�V�L�W�H�¶���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���O�R�V�W���G�X�H���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U����

is uncertain as it cannot be known whether design will lead to the loss, creation 

or enhancement of such features. It is unknown at this stage what portion of the 

mixed used development would include new homes. Therefore it is uncertain if 

this site would allow for opportunities to incorporate areas of open space (sites 

which include over 100 new homes are expected to provide increased 

opportunities for the incorporation of new open space). Overall, a mixed 

significant positive and uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within or at the edge of any of the centres identified in the 

settlement hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. There are 

11 bus stops located within 350m of the site which are served every 60 minutes. 

These public transport nodes may provide residents and employees with 

access to services and facilities further afield. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Cannock Wood and not one of three identified town 

centres in Cannock Chase. The development of the site would therefore not 

help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or 

encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to 

benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to cause harm to a designated asset (Moated site 

and bloomery in Courtbanks Convert, Scheduled Monument). The asset lies 

wholly within the site and there is potential for development to impact upon its 

setting. A proportional and targeted programme of archaeological works is 

recommended to be agreed with the County Archaeologist before developing 

the site. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering 

to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  

C375 (a) and (b): Land to the west of 

Beaudesert Golf Club, off Rugeley Road, 

Hednesford  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 
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geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Beaudesert Golf Course, Rawnsley Hills Site of Biological 

�,�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���H�D�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�����)�X�U�Q�D�F�H��

Coppice Biodiversity Alert Site lies approximately 350m north of the site. 

Cannock Chase SAC and SSSI are approximately 555m north west of the site. 

New residential development which may be provided as part of this 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall a minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, 

however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot 

be determined until more specific development proposals are made which 

would occur at planning application stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

air quality. The site is located directly adjacent the A460 (Rugeley Road) and 

therefore development at this location is likely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. This however is uncertain as there is potential for 

noise to be mitigated through careful design of the site. This site is located on 

greenfield land which has not previously been developed. The Agricultural Land 

Classification has identified the land as being predominantly non-agricultural 

with a small pocket of urban land to the west of the site. A minor negative effect 
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is likely on soils, although the site is primarily being promoted to include a golf 

course extension, which is therefore likely to change soil structure and content.  

The site lies entirely within Source Protection Zone 3 so there is potential for 

detrimental impacts on local water quality and so a minor negative effect is 

identified. This however is uncertain as the effect on water quality from 

development of this site is unknown at this stage.  

Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is relatively large in size (50 

homes are expected). A significant negative effect is likely.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new mixed development on this SA objective will depend to some 

extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy 
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generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of mixed development sites 

will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good 

opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of 

high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA objectives 

(SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all mixed use site options will 

have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is mostly located within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of 

this site could have potential significant negative effects on the landscape. The 

site is predominantly located within FH01 (Forest Heathlands) (a small portion 

of the site to the north is located within UR26 which is classified as urban) as 

identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. 

This area has been identified as having a high level of sensitivity to 
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development and as such, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA 

objective. The significant negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 

design of the development, which is likely to include a golf course extension 

which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage.  

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is mainly located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are nine bus stops within 350m of the site. The five bus stops located on 

Rugeley Road are served every 30 minutes whereas the two bus stops 

Bradbury Lane and two on Station Road are served every 15 minutes. A cycle 

path passes approximately 120m east of the site. There is no railway station 

within 1km of the site. A minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 50 

homes and so a significant positive effect is likely as sites which allow for 10 

homes or more will make affordable housing provision.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no schools within 600m of the site. As such new homes provided 

which might be provided as part of this mixed use development would not allow 

for a high level of access to education facilities in the District. A minor negative 

effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain 

This site is expected to provide 50 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite 

primary school would be provided, as the threshold for this provision is around 

700 homes in Cannock Chase and that the site is being promoted as a golf 

course extension.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of mixed development on levels of crime and fear of crime will 

depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within development 

sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could 

have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, 

such issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather 

they will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site). Therefore, 

the effects of all of the housing site options on this SA objective will be 

negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs therefore a significant positive effect is considered likely. Cannock 

Chase AONB which is classified as unrestricted semi natural open space lies 

�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���D�Q�G���H�D�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�����&�R�W�V�Z�R�O�G���5�R�D�G���S�X�E�O�L�F��

sports ground lies within this designation and directly west of the site. The 

Hednesford Hills unrestricted area of semi natural open space lies 

approximately 65m to the south of the site forms part of the Green Space 

Network (2012). A PRoW lies within the site and extends to the east to 

Hazelslade 

A minor negative effect is also expected on this SA objective as the site 

includes a PRoW and a section of an unrestricted green link which could be lost 

due to development. This however, is uncertain as it cannot be known whether 

these features will be lost, retained or enhanced. Overall, a mixed significant 

positive and uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located at the northern periphery of Hednesford within which one of 

�W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G�����7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����D���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

likely on this SA objective as potential residents and users of the site will be 

within close proximity to a range of services and facilities. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This is a relatively large site (approximately 20ha). However, the site has been 

identified for residential use and as such is expected to provide for reduced 

employment opportunities when compared to sites which provide for 

employment use only. The site is not currently in employment use and therefore 

its development for mixed use is not expected to result in the loss of 

employment opportunities in the District. As such a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in the town centre or encourage people to visit and use 

town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. 

Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C376: Former Cannock Wood Colliery Tip, New 

Hayes Road, Cannock Wood 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. A large proportion of the site lies within New Hayes Tip Site of 

�%�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���,�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�����6�%�,�����D�Q�G���L�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���O�L�H�V��

directly adjacent to the Prospect Village (disused railway Newhayes Road-

Rugeley Road) SBI. The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is 
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located approximately 1.2km west of the site. A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.8km north west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been classified as non-agricultural quality by the Agricultural Land 

Classification (ALC) and so a minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is 

not located within a Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified 

for water quality.  
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Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective due to the loss 

of greenfield land which might result as a result of development at this location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is 

relatively small in size (10 homes are predicted). As such the development of 

the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to 

previously developed brownfield land. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 
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other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The east boundary of the site lies directly adjacent to Cannock Chase AONB 

and so development of this site could have potential significant negative effects 

on the landscape. In contrast, the site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield 

Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock 

Chase District. This area has been identified as having a moderate level of 

sensitivity to development. 

Overall an uncertain significant effect is likely on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are three bus stops within 350m of the site; one bus stop is located on 

Sevens Road, a second is located on Ironstone Road and the third is located on 

Cumberledge Hill and these stops all are served every 60 minutes. A cycle path 

does not pass the site and the site is not located within 1km of a railway station. 

As such considering that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of the site 

but that services provided at these locations are relatively poor a negligible 

effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 10. 

As such considering that this site would provide a number of new homes to 

meet local need and is likely to result in the provision of affordable housing (as 

residential sites of 10 homes or more are expected to make affordable housing 

provision) a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no primary or secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor 

negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 10 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. An area of unrestricted open space lies directly adjacent to the 

east of the site and Prospect Village SBI, which is also an unrestricted area of 

semi-natural open space, lies approximately 5m south of the site. In addition, 

Prospect Village Local Park is located approximately 60m to the south of the 

site and this also contains Prospect Village Local Park Playground which is 

approximately 120m to the south of the site. A PRoW that links Prospect Village 

with Johns Road lies approximately 350m south west of the site. A significant 

positive is expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide 

nearby access to a number of open spaces and PRoW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. There are however 

three bus stops within 350m of the site which are served every 60 minutes. This 

public transport node may provide residents with access to services and 

facilities further afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C399: Land at junction of New Hayes Road and 

Ironstone Road, Cannock Wood 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

�S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���H�W�F�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���V�R�X�W�K���Z�H�V�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���O�L�H�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H��

Prospect Village (disused railway Newhayes Road-Rugeley Road) SBI and New 

Hayes Tip Site of Biological Importance (SBI) lies approximately 10m north west 

of the site. Gentleshaw Common SSSI is located approximately 1.2km west of 

the site. A minor negative effect is therefore identified on this SA objective, 

however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot 

be determined until more specific development proposals are made which 

would occur at planning application stage.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3km north west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 
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residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not located within and does not connect to an AQMA. As such 

development at this location is not expected to increase levels of air pollution in 

the area as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a negligible effect is likely for 

�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been classified as non-agricultural quality by the Agricultural Land 

Classification (ALC) and so a minor negative effect is likely on soils. The site is 

not located within a Source Protection Zone, so a negligible effect is identified 

for water quality.  

Overall a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective due to the loss 

of greenfield land which might result as a result of development at this location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land which has not been developed and is 

relatively small in size (29 homes are predicted). As such the development of 

the site would present a reduced number of opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which might already be onsite in comparison to 

previously developed brownfield land. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site entirely lies within Cannock Chase AONB and so development of this 

site could have potential significant negative effects on the landscape. In 

contrast, the site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as 

identified in the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. 

This area has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to 

development. 

Overall an uncertain significant effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

There are five bus stops within 350m of the site; one bus stop is located on 

Sevens Road, three bus stops on Ironstone Road (including one that lies 

directly adjacent to the east boundary of the site) and one is located on 

Cumberledge Hill. These are stops are all served every 60 minutes. A cycle 

path does not pass the site and the site is not located within 1km of a railway 

station. As such considering that a number of bus stops are in close proximity of 

the site but that services provided at these locations are relatively poor a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 29 

and therefore a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 

homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no primary or secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor 

negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 29 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification The site is not located within close 

proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare facilities. 

A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. Prospect Village SBI, which is an unrestricted area of semi-natural 

open space lies directly adjacent to the south west boundary of the site and 

another of unrestricted open space lies approximately 10m north of the site. In 

addition, Prospect Village Local Park lies approximately 100m to the west of the 

site and this also contains Prospect Village Local Park Playground which is 

approximately 230m to the south of the site. A PRoW that links Prospect Village 

with Johns Road lies approximately 430m south west of the site. A significant 

positive is expected on this SA objective given that the site would provide 

nearby access to a number of open spaces and PRoW. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within the existing urban area and is not within close 

proximity to any of the centres identified in the settlement hierarchy of the Local 

Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. There are however three bus stops within 

350m of the site which are served every 60 minutes. This public transport node 

may provide residents with access to services and facilities further afield. A 

minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is outside of the three town centre locations identified. The 

development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the appearance of 

the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit and use town 

centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a 

negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C400: Land at Cumberledge Hill, Cannock 

Wood (north of Courtbank Farm) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of one biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Gentleshaw Common SSSI 

is located to the south east of the site within 485m. 

As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development 

at this location is an international or national designation between 250m and 

1km, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is 

uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there 

may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 

include green infrastructure. 
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A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.5km to the north 

west of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G��

and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The 

site is located on mostly greenfield land which has been classified as Grade 4 

Agricultural Land. As such a minor negative effect is expected in relation to land 

use. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 

development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse impact on local 

water quality.  

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

As the site is expected to accommodate 18 new homes it is considered to be 

relatively small in terms of land use (a threshold of 50 homes has been set in 

relation to this SA objective). The site is located on greenfield land and 

therefore a minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site would 

present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within SF20 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. SF20 has been 

identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development. The site is also 

located within the Cannock Chase AONB. An overall significant negative effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for development at 

this location to adversely affect the setting of this designated landscape. The 

negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development 

which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. A number of bus stops are 

however located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is 

located to the north east at Cumberledge Hill within 55m. Further bus stops are 

located to the east of the site at Hayfield Hill, the closest being within 150m. The 

bus service accessible at these locations operates relatively infrequently (once 

every hour), however. A negligible effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, 

particularly considering the infrequency of bus services which service areas in 

close proximity to the site. 

There are no existing cycle paths in close proximity to the site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 18. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the 

site. As such a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. This negative 

effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools within 

the District to accommodate new pupils. 

This site is expected to provide 18 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. An area of semi-natural open space is located adjacent to the site 

to the west. A further area of semi-natural open space is located within 400m of 

the site to the north within Cannock Chase AONB. Two areas of housing 

amenity land are located to the north east of the site within 375m at High 

Meadow. The closest PRoW to the site is located to the east of the site within 

155m at Hayfield Hill. A number of additional PRoWs are located to the north 

west of the site within 420m by Holly Hill Road at Cannock Chase AONB. A 

significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. The site is however 

located within close proximity (350m) of a number of bus stops at Hayfield Hill 

and Cumberledge Hill which might provide access to services or facilities further 

afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Hednesford town centre is the closest of these areas but is located 

to the west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C401: Land adjacent to 18 Cumberledge Hill, 

Cannock Wood 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of one biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Gentleshaw Common SSSI 

is located to the south east of the site within 530m. 

As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development 

at this location is an international or national designation between 250m and 

1km, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is 

uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there 

may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 

include green infrastructure. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  428 

A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.4km to the north 

west of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G��

and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The 

site is located on mostly greenfield land which has been classified as Grade 4 

Agricultural Land. As such a minor negative effect is expected in relation to land 

use. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 

development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse impact on local 

water quality.  

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

As the site is expected to accommodate 15 new homes it is considered to be 

relatively small in terms of land use (a threshold of 50 homes has been set in 

relation to this SA objective). The site is located on greenfield land and 

therefore a minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site would 

present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within SF20 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. SF20 has been 

identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development. The site is also 

located within the Cannock Chase AONB. An overall significant negative effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for development at 

this location to adversely affect the setting of this designated landscape. The 

negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development 

which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. Five bus stops are however 

located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is located to the 

east at Cumberledge Hill within 75m. A further bus stop is located to the south 

east of the site within 185m at Hayfield Hill. The bus service accessible at these 

locations operates relatively infrequently (once every hour), however. A 

negligible effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, particularly considering 

the infrequency of bus services which service areas in close proximity to the 

site. 

There are no existing cycle paths in close proximity to the site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 15. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the 

site. As such a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. This negative 

effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools within 

the District to accommodate new pupils. 

This site is expected to provide 15 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. An area of semi-natural open space is located to the south west of 

the site at Nun's Well within 15m. A further area of semi-natural open space is 

located within 285m of the site to the north within Cannock Chase AONB. Two 

areas of housing amenity land are located to the north east of the site within 

315m at High Meadow. The closest PRoW to the site is located to the south 

east of the site within 210m at Hayfield Hill. A number of additional PRoWs are 

located to the north west of the site within 170m by Holly Hill Road at Cannock 

Chase AONB. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. The site is however 

located within close proximity (350m) of five bus stops at Hayfield Hill and 

Cumberledge Hill which might provide access to services or facilities further 

afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Hednesford town centre is the closest of these areas but is located 

to the west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C404: Land off Rugeley Road, Cannock Wood 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a number of 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted upon as a 

result of development that might take place at this location. Gentleshaw 

Common SSSI is located within 265m of the site to the east. Another SSSI, 

Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths is located within 

840m of the site to the south east. Courtbanks Covert, Redmoor Wood Site of 

Biological Interest is located within 120m of the site to the north. 

As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 

development at this location are local designations within 250m and 

international or national designations between 250m and 1km, a minor negative 

effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that 
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appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be 

opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green 

infrastructure. 

A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.9km to the north 

west of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G��

and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The 

site is located on mostly greenfield land which has been classified as Grade 4 

Agricultural Land. As such a minor negative effect is expected in relation to land 

use. The site also lies within Source Protection Zone 3 and therefore 

development at this location may have an adverse impact on local water quality.  

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly greenfield land and is relatively small in size (30 

homes are suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as the development of 

the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 

buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield 

sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 

and flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF19 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. CF19 has been 

identified as having a high level of sensitivity to development. The site is also 

located within the Cannock Chase AONB. An overall significant negative effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for development at 

this location to adversely affect the setting of this designated landscape. The 

negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the development 

which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. Two bus stops are however 

located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is located to the 

south east at Hayfield Hill within 260m. The bus service accessible at this 

location operates relatively infrequently (once every hour), however. A 

negligible effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, particularly considering 

the infrequency of bus services which service areas in close proximity to the 

site. 

There are no existing cycle paths in close proximity to the site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 30 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the 

site. As such a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. This negative 

effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools within 

the District to accommodate new pupils. 

This site is expected to provide 30 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. An area of semi-natural open space is located to the east of the 

site within 265m. A further area of semi-natural open space is located to the 

west of the site within 365m by Sevens Road. Also to the west of the site within 

360m a greenlink which connects to Ironstone Road is located. The closest 

PRoW to the site is located adjacent to its southern boundary. A significant 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G��isolation. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. The site is however 

located within close proximity (260m) of two bus stops at Hayfield Hill which 

might provide access to services or facilities further afield. A minor negative 

effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  444 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Hednesford town centre is the closest of these areas but is located 

to the west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help to 

enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to cause harm to a designated asset (Moated site 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  445 

and bloomery in Courtbanks Convert, Scheduled Monument). The site is 

described as forming part of the setting of the scheduled remains and 

contributing to its significance. A proportional and targeted programme of 

archaeological works is recommended to be agreed with the County 

Archaeologist before developing the site. As such, a significant negative effect 

is recorded in relation to this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that 

impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the recommendations included in the 

heritage impact assessment work.  

C422(b) Pt2: Block C Beecroft Court, Beecroft 

Road, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site. However, the site lies within the 15km radius around Cannock 

Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 
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Justification  

The site lies entirely within urban classified land and is not situated within a 

Source Protection Zone or adjacent to the strategic road network road. The site 

is also not located within or directly linked to an AQMA. As this is a brownfield 

site it is expected that development here is likely to have beneficial effects in 

terms of encouraging the preservation of high quality soils in the District. 

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

This site consists of brownfield land. There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials. The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.19ha and would accommodate 10 dwellings) in size. 

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 
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Justification  

This site is situated within the Coalfield Farmlands LCT and has been assessed 

as being urban. Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. The effect of development on the landscape will depend in 

part on its design which is unknown at this stage.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

depend largely on �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at the bus 

station, and at Cannock Chase Hospital), providing a range of routes and 

services. The site is also approximately 750m from Cannock Railway Station. In 

addition, the site is adjacent a number of sections of the Cannock Chase Cycle 

Network. to the close proximity of these sustainable transport links may help to 

encourage modal shift in the area. Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 10 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 
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Justification  

The site is located adjacent to Cannock Chase High School and Sherbrook 

Primary School. In addition, it is also walking distance from Cardinal Griffin 

Catholic High School, Cannock Chase College Campus and Cannock Chase 

Children Centre. Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely as 

the effects will depend partly upon the capacity of schools to accept new pupils.  

This site is expected to provide 10 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 
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Justification  

This site is within 600m of Cannock Chase Hospital, The Red Lion Surgery and 

The Colliery Practice. As this site is within walking distance of both a hospital 

and two GPs, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs. It is recognised that 

some of this open space is in institutional use with restricted access. The close 

proximity of the site to these features may help to encourage residents to take 

advantage of opportunities for outdoor leisure and recreation. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

The �V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���D�F�F�H�V�V��

to community services and facilities for residents. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 

Justification  

The site is currently in use as an office. Therefore, the development of this site 

could have adverse impacts in terms of the regeneration of the local economy. 

As such, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 

Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that residential development at this site will play a role in 

enhancing the town centre. Benefits may occur through an increase in footfall to 

the town centre and regeneration of brownfield land leading to improvements in 
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the character of this area. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C433: Land adjacent to Rugeley Road, 

Hazelslade 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site is within approximately 800m of Chasewater and the 
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Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI. In addition, the site is adjacent to 

two locally designated biodiversity and geodiversity sites such as Beaudesert 

Golf Course, Rownsley Hill and Hazelslade Nature Reserve SBIs. Therefore, an 

uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the 

proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential for an 

adverse effect but uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation may contribute to 

avoiding adverse effects. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

This site is comprised of non-agricultural land and is not located within a Source 

Protection Zone. The site is also not situated adjacent to the strategic road 

network or within or directly linked to an AQMA. Therefore, a minor negative 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is consists of entirely greenfield land. In addition, this is a relatively 

large site with the expectation to provide 50 new homes. Due to the vast scale 
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of the site it is likely that the adverse impacts could be exacerbated. Therefore, 

a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development at this location may result in an increase in impermeable surfaces 

in the District and thereby lead to an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a 

minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site lies entirely with the Cannock Chase AONB and is situated within a 

Planned Coalfield Farmlands LCT which has been assessed as having a 

moderate sensitivity rating. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective as the exact effect on the surrounding the 

landscape will be dependent in part upon the design of any new developments 

which is unknown at this stage.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  457 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops and routes in Hazelslade and 

Rawnsley yet it is in excess of 1km to the nearest railway station. Therefore, a 

minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives ++ 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. 

 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 50 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

The site lies adjacent to Hazel Slade Community Primary School. However, the 

site is not within close proximity of a secondary school. As such, an uncertain 

minor positive effect is likely. The effect will be dependent in part upon on the 

capacity of the existing schools for new students.  

This site is expected to provide 50 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

This site is in excess of 600m to the nearest GP or hospital. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of open green spaces and PROWs, 

including Hazelslade Nature Reserve Rawnsley Greenlink and Cannock Chase 

AONB which will likely encourage access to outdoor spaces for leisure and 

recreation. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is on the settlement edge of the towns of Hednesford and Cannock and 

is within walking distance of a number of bus routes, likely to increase 

accessibility to community facilities and services. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C467: Land at Ironstone Road, 

Burntwood/Wimblebury  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site is within approximately 350m of Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI and 750m of Gentleshaw 

Common SSSI. In addition, the site is adjacent to two locally designated 

biodiversity and geodiversity sites such as Sevens Road SBI and Redmoor Hill 

BAS. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective as the proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the 

potential for an adverse effect but uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation 

may contribute to avoiding adverse effects. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

This site consists of greenfield land which has been identified as being Grade 4 

agricultural land. It lies just outside the Source Protection Zone. In addition, it is 

not situated on the strategic road network or within or directly linked to an 

AQMA. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site consists of entirely greenfield land. In addition, this is relatively small 

site with the expectation that it will provide 40 new homes. Due to the scale of 

the site it is likely that the adverse impacts could be kept to a minimum. 

Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development at this location has the potential to lead to an increase in 

impermeable surfaces in the District and may thereby result in an increased risk 

of flooding. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 
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Justification  

The site lies adjacent to the southern boundary of the Cannock Chase AONB 

and is situated within Planned the Coalfield Farmlands LCT which is has been 

assessed as being of moderate sensitivity. Therefore, an uncertain significant 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. Precise effects on the 

landscape will depend in part on the design of developments.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. - 
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Justification  

The site is in excess 350m to a bus stop and 1km to the nearest railway station. 

The site does not provide immediate access to a cycle path. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 40 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies excess of walking distance (600m) to the nearest primary or 

secondary school. As such, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely as the 

effects depend on the capacity of the existing schools for new students.  
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This site is expected to provide 40 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is in excess of 600m to the nearest GP or hospital. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of open green spaces and PROWs. This 

includes several areas of semi-natural green space, sport pitches and a green 

link which are provide residents with opportunities for leisure and recreation. 

Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� -- 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V��relatively rural and is not within close proximity of existing 

transport such as bus routes, which could otherwise help to increase 

accessibility to community facilities and services. Therefore, a significant 

negative effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C488: Land west of Pye Green Road, 

Hednesford Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  This site lies approximately 930m from the Cannock Chase SAC 

and SSSI.  Consequently, it also lies within the 15km radius around Cannock 

Chase where residential development (as part of mixed use development) is 

likely to increase recreational pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain 

minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the proximity to 

internationally designated sites provides an indication of potential adverse 

effects but uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation measures may avoid 

some adverse effects. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 
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Justification  

The site is not within a Source Protection Zone, is not adjacent to the strategic 

road network and does not lie within or link directly to an AQMA. However, the 

site is identified as comprising greenfield land entirety of the site is classified as 

Grade 3 agricultural land. As the site is on greenfield land classed as Grade 3 

agricultural land, it is expected that development may have adverse effects on 

soils in the District. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective.  Uncertainty is attached to the effect as it is unclear 

whether the agricultural land is classed as Grade 3a or 3b. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

This site consists of greenfield land.  As this is a large site with potential to 

provide approximately 80 new residential dwellings, the loss of greenfield land 

may be significant.  A significant negative effect is therefore likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1.  In addition, as this is a greenfield site it 

is likely that development will lead to the increase of impermeable surfaces and 

a greater risk of flooding.  Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 
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Justification  

This site lies approximately 165m to the east of the Cannock Chase AONB, at 

its closest point. This location therefore has the potential to result in adverse 

impacts on the existing character of the protected landscape of the AONB.  In 

addition, it is situated within Sandstone Hills & Heaths LCT, where the 

landscape character is of moderate sensitivity.  Therefore, an uncertain 

significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the exact 

effect of the landscape depend mainly on the specific design of new 

developments.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops many of which operate along 

�3�\�H���*�U�H�H�Q���5�R�D�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\�������7�K�H�V�H���E�X�V���V�W�R�S�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��

access to a range of routes and services.  However, the site is located over 1km 

from Hednesford railway station. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 80 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within approximately 580m from Staffordshire University 

Academy and about 540m from Pye Green Academy (a primary school).  It is 
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also adjacent to Poppyfield Primary Academy.  Therefore, an uncertain 

significant positive effect is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in 

the area have capacity for new students. 

This site is expected to provide 80 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of outdoor open spaces identified in the 

Green Space Network (2012), the closest being a green link accessible via Pye 

Green Road connecting to an area of semi-natural open space within Pyegreen 

Valley. Another green link is located along Rosehill to the north-east of the site. 

In addition, there are several areas of housing amenity land within 600m of the 

site, and a large area of semi-natural open space approximately 165m to the 

west of the site. 

A PRoW is within 600m of the site, located within the semi-natural open space 

within Pyegreen Valley to the east of the site. Therefore, a significant positive 

effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located on the north western settlement edge of Hednesford.  It is 

also located within closest proximity of Chadsmoor local centre which is likely to 

provide access to some existing services and facilities.  The site is also within 

350m of several bus stops. Therefore, a significant positive effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not in employment use.  The provision of new homes is unlikely to 

contribute greatly to the regenation of the local economy.  A negligible effect is 

therefore expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 
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in enhancing town centres.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

C489: Land at Newlands Lane, Heath Hayes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of one biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 
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development that might take place at this location. Hawk's Green Nature 

Reserve (and dismantled railway SBI is located to the north of the site within 

20m. As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by 

development at this location is a local designation, a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that there may be 

opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green 

infrastructure. 

The site is located within 4.2km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the 

north, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified on this SA 

objective because new gypsy and traveller sites within 15km of this SAC could 

be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���Q�R�U�W�K���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���$�������������&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N��

Road) and lies approximately 230m west to the AQMA that extends over the 

roads (A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the 

Five Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As 

such development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area 

as a result of increased vehicle traffic, so a minor negative effect is identified for 

air quality. As the site is adjacent to the A5190 development at this location 

could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site. However, it may be 

possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites and so an 

uncertainty is attached to this adverse effect. 

This site is located on greenfield land which is classed as Grade 3 agricultural 

land. The site is, however, not located within a Source Protection Zone. Due to 
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the potential loss of Grade 3 agricultural land an overall significant negative 

effect is expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land. This is a relatively large site and is 

expected to provide 130 homes. As such there would be fewer opportunities for 

development at this location to make use of existing materials or buildings 

which might already be onsite at brownfield sites. A significant negative effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new Gypsy and Traveller sites on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on their design, for example whether they incorporate renewable 

energy generation on site or include SuDS. The location of Gypsy and Traveller 

sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good 

opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of 

high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA objectives 
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(SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all Gypsy and Traveller site 

options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zones 2 and 3. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site 

would not be as efficient a use of land in the District as the re-development of 

brownfield land. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity of a number of sustainable transport 

nodes which may encourage residents to make use of non-car based modes of 

transport. Two bus stops are located at the northern boundary of the site on 

Lichfield Road. Two further bus stops are located on Heath Way to the north 

east of the site within 315m and 330m respectively. These bus stops are 

however located on routes which only provide services every 60 minutes. Two 

further bus stops which provide access to services every 30 minutes are located 

within 350m of the site to the north on Hayes Way. The site is not located within 

close proximity of a cycle path. As such a minor positive effect is expected on 

this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 130 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity of the site. As 

such a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. This negative effect is 

uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools within the District 

to accommodate new pupils. The site is not expected to deliver housing 

capacity which would support new onsite educational facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

On a District-wide scale, reductions in crime and the fear of crime are unlikely to 

be significantly influenced by the location of residential sites allocated through 

the Local Plan. A negligible effect is therefore expected in relation to crime. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any existing healthcare facilities 

and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity of a number of open spaces which 

might be used by residents to partake of an increased number of leisure and 

recreational opportunities. An area of land identified in the Green Space 

Network (2012) (containing Mill Green and Hawks Green LNR) is located to the 

north of the site within 15m. A green link is located within 40m of the site to the 

north east. The site also contains land which has been identified as being semi-
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natural greenspace, however. Development at this location may therefore result 

in the loss of potential recreational and leisure uses dependent upon the design 

of any proposal which might come forward. As such a mixed effect (significant 

positive /uncertain minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. As the site is 

expected to provide more than 100 new homes there could be opportunities to 

incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the southern periphery of Hawks Green District Centre. 

As such this area may provide some level of access to nearby community 

services and facilities. It is recognised that the level of access to services and 

facilities at the local centre is likely to be reduced compared to the level of 

access at the town centres in the plan area. An uncertain minor positive effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  It is unlikely that 

development of the site for housing will contribute greatly towards the 

regeneration of the local economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification The site was screened out of the 

heritage impact assessment work undertaken on 

behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain 

negligible effect is expected in relation to this SA 

objective.
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C498: 23 Walsall Road, Cannock, WS11 5BU* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site. However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --?/+ 

Justification  

The site is located along the A34 and links directly to the AQMA which has been 

declared at the A5 to the south 970m. As such, development at this location 

may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased vehicle 

traffic. As the site is adjacent to the A34, development at this location could 
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result in noise pollution affecting new residents and users of the site. It may be 

possible however, to mitigate effects through the design and layout of sites. 

This site is located on mostly brownfield land which has been cleared after 

development and could therefore have a minor positive effect on conserving 

soil. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone. 

As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) effect is 

expected on this SA objective. The significant negative effect is uncertain 

dependent upon whether it is possible to mitigate the effect of noise pollution on 

local amenity. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land. There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials. The site is 

relatively small (12 homes are expected) in size. Therefore, a minor positive is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 
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Justification  

This site is situated within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. Therefore, an 

uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. The effect of 

new development on the landscape will depend in part on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

depend �O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops providing a range of routes 

and services, including a bus stop directly adjacent the site on the A34 which 

has services every 15 minutes. The site is also approximately 340m from 

Cannock Railway Station to the east. The close proximity of the site to these 

sustainable transport links is likely to help encourage travel by more sustainable 

modes in the District. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 12 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

The site is located 350m from Cannock Chase College and is also within 

�Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���<�R�X�W�K���&�H�Q�W�U�H���D�Q�G���6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\��

School. However, the site is not within close proximity of a secondary school. 

As such, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely. The effect will be dependent 

in part upon on the capacity of the existing schools for new students. 

This site is expected to provide 12 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 
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Justification  

This site is within 600m of both the Cannock Chase Hospital and the Colliery 

Practice. As this site is within walking distance of both a hospital and a GP, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs. This includes the civic 

square at Cannock Town Centre, as well as Cannock Park and Mill Green 

Nature Park. The close proximity of these features to the site is likely to help 

encourage their use by new residents. Therefore, a significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to the SA objective. As the site is not expected to provide over 

100 new homes it is considered less likely to incorporate new open space 

onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H��

access of residents to community services and facilities. Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unlikely 

that development for residential uses only at this site will impact upon the 

regeneration of the local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 

Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that residential development at this site will play a role in 
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enhancing the town centre by contributing to footfall within the centre. 

Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a minor impact on designated assets 

(Parish Church of St Luke, 8 and 8a Mill Street, and 10 Mill Street) and minor 

impact on the Cannock Town Centre Conservation Area. However, retention of 

current screening and restriction of building height are recommended to 

minimise harm. As such, a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to this 

SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

C507: Danilo Road Car Park, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site.  However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site lies entirely within urban classified land and is not situated within a 

Source Protection Zone or adjacent to the strategic road network. The site is 

also not located within or directly linked to an AQMA.  As the site is on 

brownfield land it is expected that development here will encourage the 

preservation of high quality soils in the District.  Therefore, a minor positive 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 
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Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land.  There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.19ha and would accommodate 20 dwellings) in size.  

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the Coalfield Farmlands LCT and is classified as 

urban.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  The effect of new development on the landscape will depend in part 

on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W������
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However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at the bus 

station and at Hatherton Road), providing a range of routes and services.  The 

site is also approximately 825m from Cannock Railway Station.  In addition, it is 

in close proximity to sections of the Cannock Chase Cycle Network.  The close 

proximity of the site to these sustainable transport links is likely to help 

encourage travel by more sustainable modes in the District.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 20 new residential dwellings.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located 110m from Cannock Chase College and is also within 

�Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���6�W���/�X�N�H�
�V���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O�����6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\��

School, Sherbrook Primary School and Cannock Chase High.  Therefore, an 

uncertain significant positive effect is likely as the effects depend if the existing 

schools in the area have capacity for new students.  As the site is not expected 

to provide over 100 new homes it is considered less likely to incorporate new 

open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 

Justification  

This site is within 600m of Cannock Chase Hospital, Dr Rasib & Partners, and 

The Red Lion Surgery.  As this site is within walking distance of both a hospital 

and two GPs, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs.  This includes the civic 

square at Cannock Town Centre, as well as Cannock Park, St Luke's 

Cemetery, and an area of amenity greenspace.  The close proximity of these 

features to the site is likely to help encourage their use by new residents.  

Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V��location within the town centre of Cannock is likely to encourage 

access for residents to community services and facilities.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  It is unlikely that 

development of the site for housing will contribute greatly towards the 

regeneration of the local economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 

Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that residential development at this site will play a role in 

enhancing the town centre.  The development of new homes could increase 
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footfall within the town centre to support its viability.  Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a low or very low impact on two designated 

assets (Council House, and 79 High Green) and the Cannock Town Centre 

Conservation Area. As such, a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to 

this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

C509: Park Road Offices, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 
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designated site.  However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site lies entirely within urban classified land and is not situated within a 

Source Protection Zone or adjacent to the strategic road network. The site is 

also not located within or directly linked to an AQMA.  As the site is on 

brownfield land it is expected that development here will encourage the 

preservation of high quality soils in the District.  Therefore, a minor positive 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land.  There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.19ha and would accommodate 25 dwellings) in size.  

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the Coalfield Farmlands LCT and is classified as 

urban.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  The effect of new development on the landscape will depend in part 

on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H��using the new development.  

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at the bus 

station and at Hatherton Road), providing a range of routes and services.  The 

site is also just under 1km from Cannock Railway Station. The close proximity 

of the site to these sustainable transport links is likely to help encourage travel 

by more sustainable modes in the District.  Therefore, a significant positive 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 25 new residential dwellings.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 
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Justification  

The site is located 70m from Cannock Chase College and is also within walking 

�G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���6�W���/�X�N�H�
�V���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O�����6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O����

Sherbrook Primary School Cardinal Griffin Catholic High School, and Cannock 

Chase High.  Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely as the 

effects depend if the existing schools in the area have capacity for new 

students.    

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 
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Justification  

This site is within 600m of Cannock Chase Hospital, Dr Rasib & Partners, The 

Red Lion Surgery and The Colliery Practice.  As this site is within walking 

distance of both a hospital and three GPs, a significant positive effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs.  This includes the civic 

square at Cannock Town Centre, as well as Cannock Park, Cannock Gold 

Course, St Lukes Cemetery, and an area of amenity greenspace.  The close 

proximity of these features to the site is likely to help encourage their use by 

new residents.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the 

SA objective.  As the site is not expected to provide over 100 new homes it is 

considered less likely to incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H��

access of residents to community services and facilities.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  It is unlikely that 

development of the site for housing will contribute greatly towards the 

regeneration of the local economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 

Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that residential development at this site will play a role in 

enhancing the town centre.  The provision of new homes within the town centre 
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could support its viability by increasing footfall to the area.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a low impact or a very low impact on two 

designated assets (Congregational Chapel and Manse Immediately South of 

Congregational Chapel) and the Cannock Town Centre Conservation Area. It is 

also recommended that development on the site is set back from the street and 

building height stepped up as it moves away from the street to mitigate harm. 

As such, a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. The 

effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  

C510: Police Station Car Park, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site.  However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site lies entirely within urban classified land and is not situated within a 

Source Protection Zone or adjacent to the strategic road network. The site is 

also not located within or directly linked to an AQMA.  As the site is on 

brownfield land it is expected that development here will encourage the 

preservation of high quality soils in the District.  Therefore, a minor positive 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 
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Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land.  There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.19ha and would accommodate 25 dwellings) in size.  

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the Coalfield Farmlands LCT and is classified as 

urban.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  The effect of new development on the landscape will depend in part 

on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W������
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However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at the bus 

station and at Hatherton Road), providing a range of routes and services.  The 

site is also approximately 720m from Cannock Railway Station.  In addition, it is 

in close proximity to sections of the Cannock Chase Cycle Network.  The close 

proximity of the site to these sustainable transport links is likely to help 

encourage travel by more sustainable modes in the District.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 25 new residential dwellings.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located 190m from Cannock Chase College and is also within 

�Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���6�W���/�X�N�H�
�V���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O�����D�Q�G���6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\��

School.  Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely as the effects 

depend if the existing schools in the area have capacity for new students.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 

Justification  

This site is within 600m of Cannock Chase Hospital, Dr Rasib & Partners, and 

The Red Lion Surgery.  As this site is within walking distance of both a hospital 

and two GPs, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs.  This includes the civic 

square at Cannock Town Centre, as well as Cannock Park, St Lukes Cemetery, 

and an area of amenity greenspace.  The close proximity of these features to 

the site is likely to help encourage their use by new residents.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective.  As the site is 

not expected to provide over 100 new homes it is considered less likely to 

incorporate new open space onsite. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H��

access of residents to community services and facilities.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  It is unlikely that 

development of the site for housing will contribute greatly towards the 

regeneration of the local economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  518 

Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that residential development at this site will play a role in 

enhancing the town centre.  The provision of new homes within the town centre 

could support its viability by increasing footfall to the area.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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C511 Part of CE46: Avon Road/Hallcourt Lane, 

Cannock 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site.  However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase where residential development is likely to increase recreational 

pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site lies entirely within urban classified land and is not situated within a 

Source Protection Zone or adjacent to the strategic road network. The site is 

also not located within or directly linked to an AQMA.  As the site is on 

brownfield land it is expected that development here will encourage the 
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preservation of high quality soils in the District.  Therefore, a minor positive 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land.  There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.37ha and would accommodate 40 dwellings) in size.  

Therefore, a minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased 

amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

This site is situated within the Coalfield Farmlands LCT and is classified as 

urban.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  The effect of new development on the landscape will depend in part 

on its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 
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Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H��using the new development.  

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at the bus 

station and at Hatherton Road), providing a range of routes and services.  The 

site is also approximately 450m from Cannock Railway Station.  In addition, it is 

in close proximity to sections of the Cannock Chase Cycle Network.  The close 

proximity of the site to these sustainable transport links is likely to help 

encourage travel by more sustainable modes in the District.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is expected to provide 40 new residential dwellings.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H���6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G���L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��

walking distance of Cannock Chase College. Therefore, an uncertain significant 

positive effect is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the area 

have capacity for new students.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 
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night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. ++ 

Justification  

This site is within 600m of Cannock Chase Hospital, Dr Rasib & Partners and 

The Colliery Practice.  As this site is within walking distance of both a hospital 

and two GPs, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a number of PROWs.  This includes the civic 

square at Cannock Town Centre, as well as Cannock Park, St Lukes Cemetery, 

and an area of amenity greenspace.  The close proximity of these features to 

the site is likely to help encourage their use by new residents.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective.  As the site is 

not expected to provide over 100 new homes it is considered less likely to 

incorporate new open space onsite. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I��Cannock is likely to encourage 

access of residents to community services and facilities.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  The delivery of new 

homes at this location is unlikely to have a substantial effect on economic 

growth in the plan area.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. ++ 
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Justification  

This site is located within the town centre boundary of Cannock and therefore 

there is potential that mixed use development at this site will play a role in 

enhancing the town centre.  The provision of new homes within the town centre 

could support its viability by increasing footfall to the area.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a low impact on three designated assets 

���&�K�X�U�F�K���R�I���6�W���/�X�N�H�����:�D�\�V�L�G�H���&�U�R�V�V���L�Q���6�W���/�X�N�H�¶�V���&�K�X�U�Fhyard, and Railings and 

�J�D�W�H�V���D�W���V�R�X�W�K���V�L�G�H���R�I���6�W���/�X�N�H�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K�\�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�D�Q�Q�R�F�N���7�R�Z�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�H��

Conservation Area. It is recommended that development on the site is set back 

from the street and building height stepped up as it moves away from the street 

to mitigate harm. As such, a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to this 

SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  
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C521: 243, Hill Street, Hednesford, Cannock* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc.  The site is located approximately 180m to the south of 

Hednesford Brickworks Site of Biological Importance, therefore, the site could 

be affected by development. A minor negative effect with uncertainty is 

therefore attached.  As the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.3km to 

the north of the site, a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified on this SA 

objective because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could 

be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  Overall, 

an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --/+ 
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Justification  

The site is directly adjacent to an AQMA designated along Hednesford Road, so 

a significant negative effect is expected on air quality.  As the site is not 

adjacent to �D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q��

to noise pollution.  The site is located on brownfield land and as such 

development at this location would result in the use of previously developed 

land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land use.  The site 

is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development 

at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water quality. 

Overall, a mixed minor positive and significant negative effect is expected on 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located entirely on brownfield land and is small in size (potential for 

13 new dwellings).  Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely as development of 

the site would not be making efficient use of previously developed land.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS.  The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively).  Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located outside of flood zone 3 and flood zone 2, and it is brownfield 

land. Therefore, a negligible is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 
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Justification  

The site is located within UR26 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District.  The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB.  A negligible effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negligible effect is uncertain given 

that the specific design of the development which might proceed at this location 

is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. + 

Justification  

The site is located mostly on brownfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as an efficient use of land in the District.  As the site is relatively 

small in size the potential to reuse materials and buildings may be more limited 

than compared to a larger brownfield site.  A minor positive effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station.  The site is, however, 

located in close proximity to a number of bus stops including those along 

Hednesford Road, Hill Street and Hayes Way.  The closest bus stop is located 

50m to the west of the site on Hill Street.  In addition, a section of the Cannock 

Chase cycle Network is adjacent to the site. A minor positive effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 13 

and so a significant positive effect is likely. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of education 

facilities.  Five Ways Primary School is located across the road from the site, 
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whilst Gorsemoor Primary School is located within 450m to the south-west of 

the site. However, the site is not within close proximity to a secondary school. A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site).  Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within approximately 380m of Heath Hayes & Chase Medical 

Centre to the south east.  The site is not located within 600m of a hospital.  A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) and several PRoWs, with the closest PRoW starting on 

Langholm Drive, about 180m from the site.  Open spaces includes several 

areas of semi-natural greenspace and amenity greenspace. In addition, there 

are a number of green links within 600m of the site, Hednesford Football Club, a 

playground and semi-natural greenspaces. The close proximity of these 

features to the site is likely to help encourage their use by new residents.  

Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity of Heath Hayes Local Centre.  An 

uncertain minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective given that 

new residents may be provided with a good level of access to existing 

community services and facilities at this location. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use.  As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Heath Hayes and therefore is not within any of the 

identified town centre locations of Cannock Chase, the closest of which is 

Hednesford to the north west.  The development of the site would therefore not 

help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or 

encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to 

benefit their vitality and viability.  Overall a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

NE1: Land off Norton Green lane, Norton 

Canes* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The nearest biodiversity asset to the site is the School Lane Site 

of Biological Importance that lies approximately 240m south of the site. Further 

afield, the School Lane Wood Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) lies approximately 

560m south of the site. The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 6.5km to 
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the north of the site; therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also 

identified because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could 

be most likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. Overall, 

an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is linked to the AQMA that extends along Watling Street that lies 

approximately 245m to the south of the site, so a significant negative effect is 

expected on air quality. The M6 Toll motorway lies approximately 125m south of 

the site and so a minor negative effect is expected in relation to noise pollution, 

although this is uncertain as it may be possible to mitigate out noise through the 

design and layout of the site. The site is entirely greenfield land, but is 

considered to be Non Agricultural Land so a minor negative effect is likely on 

soils. The site is not within a Source Protection Zone so a negligible effect is 

likely on water quality. Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA 

objective with the uncertainty relating to potential noise pollution. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

The site is located entirely on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (20 

homes are suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as there is little 

opportunity to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. It is likely that development on greenfield land will lead to an 

increase in impermeable surface in the District and as such a greater flood risk. 

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are two bus stops within 350m of the site, but their frequency of service is 

unknown; two on Norton Green Lane. There is no railway station within 1km of 

the site so a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 20 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no primary and secondary schools within 600m of the site. This site is 

expected to provide 20 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school 

would be provided, as the threshold for this provision in Cannock Chase is 

around 700 homes. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective, as it depends on the capacity of existing schools 

for new students.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

There are no hospitals or GP Surgeries within 600m of the site and therefore a 

minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PROWs. Church Road Park and Church Road Green housing amenity land 

are classified as unrestricted and form part of the Green Space Network (2012) 

and lie approximately 450m and approximately 475m respectively north of the 

site. In addition, a PROW lies approximately 255m to the east of the site. 

Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is located on the south western periphery of Norton Canes, which is 

identified in the Local Plan (Part 1) as a Local Centre, so an uncertain minor 

positive effect is likely on this SA objective as the potential residents will be 

within close proximity to some services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

This site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford town centres so 

a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N3(b): Land at Burntwood Road and Norton 

East Road, Norton Canes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a number of 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted upon as a 

result of development that might take place at this location. A section of the 

Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located 
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within 20m to the north east of the site. Southacres Farm Site of Biological 

Importance is located adjacent to the site to the south. The heathland north of 

Burntwood Road Norton Canes has also been designated as a Site of Biological 

Importance and is to the west of the site within 120m.  

As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 

development at this location is national or international designations, a 

significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is 

uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there 

may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 

include green infrastructure. 

The site is located within 5.2km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the 

north, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site is located along Burntwood Road which leads to the A5190 to the north 

east within 375m and is thereby linked to the AQMA that extends over the roads 

(A5190, B4154 (Hednesford Road) and Wimblebury Road) leading to the Five 

Ways Heath Hayes roundabout situated south east of Heath Hayes. As such 

development at this location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a 

result of increased vehicle traffic, so a significant negative effect is identified for 
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air quality. The site i�V���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore development at this location is unlikely to result in noise pollution 

impacting upon local amenity. 

This site is located on greenfield land which has not previously been developed. 

This land has been classified mostly as non-agricultural land. The site is not 

located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this 

location is unlikely to impact adversely on local water quality. 

As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective 

due particularly to the potential for development at this location to increase the 

volume of traffic which might have to pass through the AQMA. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (17 homes 

are suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. A number of 

bus stops are located in close proximity (350m) to the site. The closest bus stop 

is located at Burntwood Road to the south west of the site within 90m. Bus 

services are accessible once every 30 minutes at both of this bus stop. The site 

is not located within 1km from the nearest railway station or within close 

proximity of an existing cycle path. As such a minor positive effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 17. 

As such considering that this site would provide a number of new homes to 

meet local need and is likely to result in the provision of affordable housing (as 

residential sites of 10 homes or more are expected to make affordable housing 

provision) a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

The site is located within 440m of Norton Canes High School which is to the 

south west. The site is not located within 600m of a primary school. A minor 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. This positive effect is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 10 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. Areas of unrestricted semi-natural open space are accessible to 

the north of the site within 15m and to the south within 220m respectively. A 

further area of semi-natural open space at Norton East Road has been 

identified in the Green Space Network (2012) and is to the south west of the site 

within 460m. The closest PRoW is also located to the south of the site within 

205m by Norton East Road. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective.  As the site is not expected to provide over 100 new homes it 

is considered less likely to incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  551 

Justification  

The site is located at the north eastern edge of Norton Canes within which a 

Local Centre is located. This area may provide a good level of access to nearby 

community services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor positive effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located 

more than 4km to the west of the site. The development of the site would 
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therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those 

areas, encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might help 

to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any identified heritage assets. It 

also does not lie within any of the historic environment character zones as 

identified in the Cannock Chase District HEA (October 2009) or within any of 

the historic urban character areas as identified in the Staffordshire Extensive 

Urban Survey  [See reference 1] 

As such development at this location is unlikely to have adverse effects on any 

heritage assets and a negligible effect has been recorded for this SA objective. 

The effect is uncertain dependent upon the design of the development which is 

unknown at this stage. 

N13a: Land at Norton Hall Lane and Butts 

Lane, Norton Canes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The nearest biodiversity asset to the site is the Cannock 

Extension Canal SAC lies approximately 875m to the south west of the site, 

School Lane Wood Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) lies approximately 390m south 

east of the site. Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective, 

however, this is uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot 

be determined until more specific development proposals are made which 

would occur at planning application stage. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 6.4km to the north of the site; 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is linked via Norton Hall Lane to the AQMA that extends along the A5 

(Watling Street) that lies approximately 105m to the south of the site, so a 

significant negative effect is expected on air quality as a result of potential 

increases in local traffic. The M6 Toll motorway lies approximately 25m south of 
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the site and so a minor negative effect is expected in relation to noise pollution, 

although this is uncertain as it may be possible to mitigate out noise through the 

design and layout of the site. The site is located on greenfield land. The 

southern section of the site is classed as Grade 3 Agricultural Land (it is 

unknown at this whether this land is Grade 3a or 3b Agricultural Land) and the 

north section is considered to be Non Agricultural Land so an uncertain 

significant negative effect is likely on soils. The site is not within a Source 

Protection Zone so a negligible effect is likely on water quality. 

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective with 

the uncertainty relating to potential noise pollution and whether the soil is 

classified as Grade 3a or 3b. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (120 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there will be little opportunity 

to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of residential development on this SA objective will depend to some 

extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy 

generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of residential development 

sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good 

opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of 

high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA objectives 

(SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all residential site options will 

have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land so a negligible effect is likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

There are ten bus stops within 350m of the site, but their frequency of service is 

unknown; four on Norton Green Lane, two on Church road, two on Chapel 

Street and two on Walsall Road. There is no railway station within 1km of the 

site so a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. A cycle route runs 

along the west boundary of the site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

120 and so a significant positive effect is likely as sites which allow for 11 

homes will make affordable housing provision.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Jerome Community Primary School is located approximately 320m north of the 

site, but there are no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor 
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positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. This site is expected to 

provide 120 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school places 

would be provided, as the threshold for this provision in Cannock Chase is 

around 700 homes. This site is expected to be part of a wider scheme as it lies 

adjacent to N13 where 450 dwellings are planned. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new residential development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

There are no hospitals or GP Surgeries within 600m of the site. As such new 

residents at the site would not be provided with good access to existing 

healthcare services in the District. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs which might be used by new residents at this location. Church 

Road Park housing amenity land and Church Road Green housing amenity land 

are classified as unrestricted. These areas of land form part of the Green Space 

Network (2012) and lie approximately 125m and approximately 65m 

respectively north of the site. A PRoW lies approximately 360m to the north 

west of the site by Chapel Street where it is located within green link land. 

Another PRoW lies approximately 130m to the south of the site. A significant 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  

The site has also been identified as providing some open space as part of its 

allocation for development. This onsite provision is expected to amplify the 

significant positive effect identified in relation to access to the existing open 

spaces located in close proximity of the site. 

This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (120 homes are 

planned) and so an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected as there 

may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site. It is unknown 
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whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come 

forward. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western edge of Norton Canes, which is 

identified in the Local Plan (Part 1) as a Local Centre, so an uncertain minor 

positive effect is likely on this SA objective as the potential residents will be 

within close proximity to some services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford town centres so 

a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a non-designated asset (Moated site). 

Intrusive activities have the potential to impact this asset and reduce its 

significance. A proportional and targeted programme of archaeological works 

should be agreed with the County Archaeologist before developing the site to 

mitigate harm. As such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to 

this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  
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N14: Land adjacent to Norton Canes High 

School, Norton Canes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a number of 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted upon as a 

result of development that might take place at this location. Chasewater And 

The Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located within 140m to the 

north east of the site. Norton Pools Site of Biological Importance is located 

partially within the boundaries of the site.  

As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 

development at this location is national or international designations, a 

significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is 

uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there 

may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 

include green infrastructure. 

The site is located within 4.4km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the 

north, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. A minor 

negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield 

land which is classified as Non Agricultural land. There is likely to be a 

negligible effect on water quality as the site does not lie within a Source 

Protection Zone.  

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (65 homes 

are suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP21 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. A number of 

bus stops are located in close proximity (350m) to the site however. The closest 

bus stop is located at Hednesford Road to the west within 135m. To the south 

east within 280m another bus stop is located on Burntwood Road. Bus services 

are accessible once every 30 minutes at both of these bus stops. As such a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of an existing cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 65 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located adjacent to Norton Canes High School which is to the south 

east. Norton Canes Community Primary School is located within 315m of the 

site also to the south east. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the 

availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 65 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
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proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. An area of open space identified in the Green Space Network 

(2012) is adjacent to the site to the west. An area of unrestricted semi-natural 

open space is accessible within 160m to the north. The closest PRoW is located 

to the east by Burntwood Road. A significant positive effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

This positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative 

effect given that an area of semi-natural open space is within its boundaries. 

The use of this area for leisure or recreation may be lost dependent upon the 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  569 

design of the scheme. As the site is not expected to provide over 100 new 

homes it is considered less likely to incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the northern edge of Norton Canes which contains a Local 

Centre. This area may provide a good level of access to some community 

services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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N15: Land at Washbrook Lane, Norton Canes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The nearest biodiversity asset to the site is the Washbrook lane 

Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) which lies approximately 60m north of the site. 

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective, however, this is 

uncertain as the potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined 

until more specific development proposals are made which would occur at 

planning application stage. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 6km to the north of the site; 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. A minor 

negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies on greenfield 

land which is mainly classified as Non Agricultural land. It is noted that a small 

area of the site to the west is classified as Grade 3 agricultural land. There is 

likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site does not lie within a 

Source Protection Zone. 

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is large in size (75 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there will be little opportunity 

to re-use any materials that already exist on site. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of residential development on this SA objective will depend to some 

extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy 

generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of residential development 

sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good 

opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of 

high flood risk; however these factors are considered under other SA objectives 

(SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all residential site options will 

have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is likely 

on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are six bus stops within 350m of the site, but their frequency of service is 

unknown; two on Norton Green Lane and four on Chapel Street. There is no 

railway station within 1km of the site so a minor positive effect is likely on this 

SA objective. There are no cycle routes in close proximity to the site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 75 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as sites which allow for 10 homes will 

make affordable housing provision.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

Jerome Community Primary School is located approximately 220m north east of 

the site, but there are no secondary schools within 600m of the site. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, although this is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. This site is expected to 

provide 75 homes and so it is unlikely that an onsite primary school places 

would be provided, as the threshold for this provision in Cannock Chase is 

around 700 homes. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new residential development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

There are no hospitals or GP Surgeries within 600m of the site. As such new 

residents at the site would not be provided with good access to existing 

healthcare services in the District. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs which might be used by new residents at this location. Church 

Road Park housing amenity land and Church Road Green housing amenity land 

are classified as unrestricted. These areas of land form part of the Green Space 

Network (2012) and lie approximately 85m and approximately 70m respectively 

east of the site. A PRoW lies approximately 50m to the north of the site by 

Washbrook Lane where it is located within green link land. A significant positive 

effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. As the site is not expected to 

provide over 100 new homes it is considered less likely to incorporate new open 

space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is located on the south western edge of Norton Canes, which contains 

as a Local Centre. An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore likely on this 

SA objective as potential residents will be within close proximity to some 

services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford town centres so 

a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a non-designated asset (Common Bridge 

Pottery Kiln). The asset lies wholly within the site and any intrusive activities 

have the potential to impact this asset and reduce its significance. A 

proportional and targeted programme of archaeological works should be agreed 

with the County Archaeologist before developing the site to mitigate harm. As 

such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. 

The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  

N18: Lime Lane/Watling Street, Norton Canes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 
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pressure etc. This site is adjacent to the eastern boundary of Cannock 

Extension Canal SSSI and SAC. The School Lane (meadow east of) SBI is also 

approximately 150m west of the site. Therefore, an uncertain significant 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the proximity to 

designated sites provides an indication of the potential for an adverse effect but 

uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation may contribute to avoiding adverse 

effects. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is located directly adjacent to the A5 to the north which has been 

declared as an AQMA along the A5 (Watling Street). Development at this 

location may therefore increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of 

increased vehicle traffic. As the site is adjacent to the A5 development at this 

location could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site. However, it 

may be possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of the site. 

Most of the site is located on greenfield land which is identified as Grade 3 

Agricultural Land and as such development at this location would result in the 

use of land which has not previously been developed. A significant negative 

effect is expected in terms of land use. This negative effect is uncertain given 

that it is unclear where this land is Grade 3a or 3b Agricultural Land. The site is 

not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this 

location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water quality. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly greenfield land and is quite large in size (76 

homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development 

of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 

buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield 

sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the 

redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 

opportunities to limit waste production in the District. A negligible effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. - 

Justification  

The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. No bus 

stops are located within 350m of the site and an existing cycle path does not 

pass within its boundaries. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 76 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the 

site. As such a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. This negative 

effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools within 

the District to accommodate new pupils. 

This site is expected to provide 76 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A greenlink is adjacent to the site to the west. A private sports 

ground is located within 20m of the site to the west at Yates Sports and Social 

Club. A number of PRoWs are located approximately 200m to the south of the 

site across Wyrley Common. Overall a significant positive effect is expected on 

this SA objective. As the site is not expected to provide over 100 new homes it 

is considered less likely to incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� -- 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in 

the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. It is separated from the settlement 

of Norton Canes by the A5 and M6. It is also not located in close proximity to 

any public transport links which might provide access to services and facilities 

further afield. A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford town centres so 

a negligible effect is likely on this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a non-designated asset (Conduit Colliery 

Basin (Cannock Extension Canal)). The asset is located wholly within the site. 

However, the site does not m�D�N�H���D���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���D�V�V�H�W�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�����,�W���L�V��

recommended that the basin is preserved by leaving woodland undeveloped, 

connecting it to the site by a recreational footpath/cycle route and interpreted to 
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mitigate harm. As such, a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA 

objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

N20: Land at South of Long Lane, Norton 

Canes (Adjacent to Spinney Close) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Chasewater And The 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located within 870m of the site 

to the east.  

As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development 

at this location is an international or national designation which is between 

250m and 1km from the site, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA 

objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid 

adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 

if new developments include green infrastructure. 
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The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.8km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. A 

significant negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies 

on greenfield land which is classified as Grade 3 Agricultural Land. This 

negative effect is uncertain given that it is unclear whether this land is Grade 3a 

or 3b Agricultural Land. There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality 

as the site does not lie within a Source Protection Zone.  

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (65 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. A 

minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The negative effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of the development which would 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. A number of bus stops are 

however located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is 

located to the south east within 180m on Chapel Street. A bus stop on 

Hednesford Road it located to the east of the site within 240m. The bus services 

accessible at the stop on Hednesford Road operate once every 30 minutes. A 

minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. The site is not 

located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 65 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within 115m of the Jerome Community Primary School which 

is to the south. Norton Canes Community Primary School is located within 

455m of the site to the north east. As both education facilities which are located 

in close proximity of the site serve only younger pupils a minor positive effect is 

expected on this SA objective. This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend 

on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 65 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A green link is located adjacent to the site to the west. A PRoW is 

contained within this open space. An area of amenity housing land is located 

adjacent to the site to the north east by Chasewater Way. A further area of 

green link land is located within 325m to the east of the site. Part of this area of 

land is within the Green Space Network (2012). A significant positive effect is 

likely on this SA objective. As the site is not expected to provide over 100 new 

homes it is considered less likely to incorporate new open space onsite 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the western edge of Norton Canes which has been 

identified as a Local Centre. This area may provide a good level of access to 

some nearby community services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor 

positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N24: Land at north of Long Lane, Norton Canes 

(Adjacent to Norton Terrace) 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Chasewater And The 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located within 885m of the site 

to the east.  

As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development 

at this location is an international or national designation which is between 

250m and 1km from the site, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA 

objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid 
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adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 

if new developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.3km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D�Q�G��

therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. A 

significant negative effect however is likely for preserving soils as the site lies 

on greenfield land which is classified as Grade 3 Agricultural Land. This 

negative effect is uncertain given that it is unclear whether this land is Grade 3a 

or 3b Agricultural Land. There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality 

as the site does not lie within a Source Protection Zone.  

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (145 homes are 

suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. A 

minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The negative effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of the development which would 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. A number of bus stops are 

however located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is 

located to the east within 220m on Hednesford Road. The bus services 

accessible at this stop operate once every 30 minutes. A minor positive effect is 

therefore likely on this SA objective. The site is not located within close 

proximity of a cycle path. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

145 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within 425m of the Jerome Community Primary School which 

is to the south. Norton Canes High School is located within 430m of the site to 

the north east. Norton Canes Community Primary School is located within 445m 

of the site to the east. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability 

of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 145 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A green link is located adjacent to the site to the west. A PRoW is 

contained within this open space. A further area of green link land is located 

within 340m to the east of the site. Part of this area of land is within the Green 

Space Network (2012). A significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

As the site is expected to provide over 100 new homes it could provide 

opportunities to incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
me�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the north eastern edge of Norton Canes which has been 

identified as a Local Centre. This area may provide a good level of access to 

nearby community services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a non-designated asset (historic field 
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boundaries). The post-medieval field boundaries lie wholly within the site, 

however, these are of low significance. As such, a minor negative effect is 

recorded in relation to this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that 

impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the recommendations included in the 

heritage impact assessment work.  

N33: Land to the north of no.2 Hednesford 

Road, Norton Canes* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a number of 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted upon as a 

result of development that might take place at this location. Norton Pools Site of 

Biological Interest is located approximately 50m of to the site to the north east 

and Long Lane, Biological Alert Site, is located 120m west of the site 

designation. Furthermore, Chasewater And The Southern Staffordshire 

Coalfield Heaths SSSI is located within 450m of the site. As such, given that the 

biodiversity site which is located within 250m of the site is a local designation, a 

minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain 

given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be 

opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include green 

infrastructure. The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.4km to the north 
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of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site. Overall, an 

uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site is located on the B4154, which leads directly into the AQMA on the 

A5190, B4154 and Wimblebury Road junction. It is likely that a large 

development at this site will encourage greater traffic into the AQMA during 

construction and operation. The greenfield land at this site is classified as non-

agricultural land and the site lies outside the Source Protection Zone. Overall a 

significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively large in size (175 homes 

are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development of the 

site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 
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buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield 

sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located entirely within flood zone 1. The site is however located on 

greenfield land. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. A 

minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The negative effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of the development which would 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. A number of bus stops are 

however located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is 

located to the north within 15m on Hednesford Road. The bus services 

accessible at this stop operate once every 30 minutes. Therefore, a minor 

positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

175 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 
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Justification  

Norton Canes High School is located within 200m of the site to the east of the 

site. In addition, Norton Canes Community Primary School is located within 

290m of the site to the south east. This site is expected to provide 175 homes 

and so it is unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as the 

threshold for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase. Therefore, 

an uncertain significant positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective 

as it will depend on the availability of school places for new students.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The Norton Canes green link is located within 125m of the site to 

the east and part of this open space is in the Green Space network (2012). 

Chasewater Way housing amenity land is located within 230m to the south 

west. Further green link land is located to the west of the site within 350m and a 

PRoW runs through this open space. In addition, as this site provides in excess 

of 100 dwellings there is potential that development will incorporate open space 

into design. Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G avoid isolation. +? 
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Justification  

The site is located at the northern edge of Norton Canes which has been 

identified as a Local Centre. This area may provide a good level of access to 

nearby community services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 
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to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a non-designated asset (Farm buildings at 

Norton Lodge Farm). It is stated that development across the part of the site not 

occupied by the asset in question would result in moderate loss of significance. 

It is recommended that the buildings are restored and reused and the 

agricultural land in the north-east corner of the site is used as amenity space to 

mitigate harm. As such, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to 

this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by 

adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment 

work.  

N49: Land at Norton Canes between the A5 

and M6 Toll 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a number of 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites which may be adversely impacted upon as a 

result of development that might take place at this location. A Site of Biological 

Interest is located adjacent to the site at the south of A5 which includes an area 

of the rough grassland. Watling Street Site of Biological Interest is located within 

40m of the site to the south west.  

As such, given then the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 

development at this location are local designations, a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate 

mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 

habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

The site is located within 7.3km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the 

north, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 
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Justification  

The site is located directly adjacent to the A5 to the south. AQMA No.2 has 

�E�H�H�Q���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���$�������:�D�W�O�L�Q�J���6�W�U�H�H�W�������D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\��

lies approximately 30m from the Walsall AQMA. Development at this location 

may therefore increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased 

vehicle traffic. As the site is adjacent to the A5 development at this location 

could result in noise pollution affecting users of the site. However, it may be 

possible to mitigate effects through the design and layout of the site. 

This site is located on mostly greenfield land which is classed as mostly Grade 

4 agricultural land. The site is, however, not located within a Source Protection 

Zone. 

As such an overall significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly greenfield land and is quite large in size (530 

homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development 

of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 

buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield 

sites.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly greenfield land but is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the 

redevelopment of brownfield land and would present a reduced number of 

opportunities to limit waste production in the District. A negligible effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. - 

Justification  

The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. No bus 

stops are located within 350m of the site and an existing cycle path does not 

pass within its boundaries. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

530 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 
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Justification  

There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the 

site. As such a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. This negative 

effect is uncertain dependent upon there being capacity at any schools within 

the District to accommodate new pupils. 

This site is expected to provide 530 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A greenlink is adjacent to the site to the east. A semi-natural open 

space is located within 35m of the site to the south east at Wyrley Common. A 

number of PRoW are located to the south of the site on the opposite side of 

Watling Street. Overall a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 

objective. 

This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (530 homes are 

planned) and so an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected as there 

may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site. It is unknown 

whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come 

forward. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� -- 
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Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres as identified in the hierarchy in 

the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11. It is also not located in close 

proximity to any public transport links which might provide access to services 

and facilities further afield. A significant negative effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 
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the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a non-designated asset (85 Albutts Road). 

The asset in question is wholly contained within the site which is part of 

its rural setting and contributes to its significance. A buffer, screening and 

rerouting of vehicular access is recommended to mitigate harm. As such, a 

significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. The effect 

is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  

N51: Land between Greyhound Stadium and 

M6 Toll, Norton Canes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within 180m of Chasewater And The Southern 

Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI which is to the east. Brownhills Road 

Biodiversity Alert Site is adjacent to the site to the east. Commonside Disused 

Railway Biodiversity Alert Site is adjacent to the site to the west. 

As such, given that one of the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 

development at this location is a national or international designation, a 

significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The effect is 

uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there 

may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity if new developments 

include green infrastructure. 

The site is located within 7.1km of the Cannock Chase SAC which is to the 

north, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 
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Justification  

The south east corner of the site is directly linked to the Walsall AQMA so a 

significant negative effect is expected on air quality as development at this 

location may increase levels of air pollution in the area as a result of increased 

vehicle traffic. The site is also located adjacent to the M6 Toll motorway which is 

to the south. As such there is potential for development at this location to be 

adversely impacted upon in terms of noise pollution. The minor negative effect 

expected in terms of noise pollution is uncertain given that it may be possible for 

mitigation. The site is located on greenfield land which is mostly identified as 

non-agricultural land and as such development at this location would result in 

the use of land which has not previously been developed meaning a minor 

negative effect is expected in terms of land use. The site is not located within a 

Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to 

have an adverse effect on local water quality. Overall, a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 

140 homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the 

development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed 

brownfield sites.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would 

increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District. The site is located 

outside of flood zone 3 and flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CP22 (Planned Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in 

the Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area 

has been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield sites. A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective given that 

there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite 

which might help to minimise local waste production. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. Two bus 

stops are located adjacent to the site to the east on Brownhills Road. Bus 

services accessible at this bus stop operate once every 30 minutes. As such a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

140 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 
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Justification  

There are no existing educational facilities within close proximity (600m) of the 

site. This site is expected to provide 140 homes and so it is unlikely that new 

primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is 

around 700 homes in Cannock Chase. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as it is dependent upon capacity at 

existing schools to accommodate new pupils. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. Norton Canes green link is located adjacent to the west of the site. 

An area of semi-natural open space is located adjacent to the green link further 

to the west; however access to this area has been identified as being limited. 

Further semi-natural open space is accessible within 60m of the site to the east. 

The closest area of current housing amenity land is located to the north west of 

the site within 410m by Knights Court (a new play area/amenity land is under 

construction approxi mately 200m to north of site). The footpath along the shore 

of the Chasewater waterbody is located within 180m of the site to the east. In 

addition, this housing site option is likely to provide more than 100 homes (140 

homes are planned) and so an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected 

as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site. Overall, an 

uncertain significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is located at the south eastern periphery of Norton Canes (particularly 

when considering the urban edge at this location will be extended by other sites 

currently under construction- site N29) which has been identified as a Local 

Centre. This area may provide a good level of access to nearby community 

services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N52: Land north of Norton Hall Lane, Norton 

Canes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of a biodiversity site 

which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of development that might 

take place at this location. Washbrook Lane Biodiversity Alert Site is located 

adjacent to the site to the west. 

As such, given that the biodiversity site which might be affected by development 

at this location is a local designation, a minor negative effect is expected on this 

SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate mitigation may avoid 

adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote habitat connectivity 

if new developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.9km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site is located along Washbrook Lane which leads to the A5 within 135m to 

the south. An AQMA has been declared along the A5. As such residential 

development at this location may have a significant negative effect on air quality 
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due to local increases in traffic volume. As the site is not adjacent to a 

�P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Q�R�L�V�H��

pollution. The most of the site is located on greenfield land which is mostly 

identified as Grade 3 Agricultural Land and as such development at this location 

would result in the use of land which has not previously been developed. A 

significant negative effect is expected in terms of land use. This negative effect 

is uncertain given that it is unclear where this land is Grade 3a or 3b Agricultural 

Land. The site is not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 

development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water 

quality. 

Overall, a significant negative is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly greenfield land and is quite large in size 

(approximately 570 homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely 

as the development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-

use of materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously 

developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would 

increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District. The site is located 

outside of flood zone 3 and flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within CF24 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. As 

such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The expected 

minor negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of this 

development is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly greenfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the 

redevelopment of brownfield sites. A negligible effect is expected on this SA 

objective given that there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing 

materials onsite which might help to minimise local waste production. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. The site is, however, located 

in close proximity to a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop is located on 

Church Road which is to the east within 160m. North Green Lane provides 

access to a bus stop within 210m of the site to the east. A bus stop is 

accessible on Chapel Street also to the east of the site within 350m. An minor 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is accessible at the southern boundary of the site at Norton Hall 

Lane. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

570 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

Jerome Community Primary School is located within 350m of the site to the 

north east. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 

places. 

This site is expected to provide 570 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. St James the Great Churchyard is located adjacent to the site to 

the east. An area of semi-natural green space is located adjacent to the site to 

the west. The housing amenity land at Church Road Green is the closest area 

of land which is in the Green Space Network (2012) and is located within 150m 

of the site to the east. A significant positive effect is expected on this SA 

objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a number of open 

spaces and a PRoW. 

This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (570 homes are 

planned) and so an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected as there 

may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site. It is unknown 

whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the site come 

forward. 

This significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain 

minor negative effect. The site contains a PRoW and land within a green link 

and as such development at this location may impact adversely upon access to 

open spaces for leisure and recreation dependent upon the design of the 

scheme. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the south western edge of Norton Canes which has been 

identified as a Local Centre. This area may provide a good level of access to 

nearby community services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to have a moderate impact on the significance of a 

designated asset (Church of St James). The site contributes considerably to the 

�D�V�V�H�W�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�����,�W���L�V recommended that woodland, screening and an 

existing footpath is retained, alongside a lost footpath to the north of the church 

reinstated to mitigate harm. Overall, a significant negative effect is recorded in 

relation to this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be 

mitigated by adhering to the recommendations included in the heritage impact 

assessment work.  

N59: Land north of Washbrook Lane, Norton 

Canes 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located adjacent to Washbrook Lane Biodiversity Alert 

Site which is to the south. Stoke's Lane Biodiversity Alert Site is located to the 

north of the site within 80m. A minor negative effect is therefore identified on 

this SA objective, this however is uncertain as the potential impacts on 

designated sites cannot be determined until more specific development 

proposals are made which would occur at planning application stage. In addition 

it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new developments include 

green infrastructure.  

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 5.7km to the north of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 
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Justification  

The site is located along Washbrook Lane which leads to the A5 within 135m to 

the south. An AQMA has been declared along the A5. As such residential 

development at this location may have a significant negative effect on air quality 

due to local increases in traffic volume. As the site is not adjacent to a 

�P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Q�R�L�V�H��

pollution. The site is located on greenfield land which is identified as Grade 4 

Agricultural Land and as such development at this location would result in the 

use of land which has not previously been developed meaning a minor negative 

effect is expected in terms of land use. The site is not located within a Source 

Protection Zone and therefore development at this location is unlikely to have 

an adverse effect on local water quality 

Overall, a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is quite large in size (approximately 

95 homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the 

development of the site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of 

materials and buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed 

brownfield sites.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land and as such its development would 

increase the area of impermeable surfaces in the District. The site is located 

outside of flood zone 3 and flood zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is located within CF23 (Coalfield Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. This area has 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. A 

minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. The negative effect is 

uncertain given that the specific design of the development which would 

proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

The site is not located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield sites. A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective given that 

there are likely to reduced opportunities to re-use existing materials onsite 

which might help to minimise local waste production. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. The site is, however, located 

in close proximity to a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop is located on 

Church Road which is to the south within 275m. A bus stop is accessible on 

Chapel Street to the south east of the site within 290m. An minor positive effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 95 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Jerome Community Primary School is located within 265m to the east. A minor 

positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. This positive effect is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 95 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A PRoW and green link area are adjacent to the site to the north. 

An area of semi-natural green space Is located within 310m of the site to the 

west by Washbrook Lane. St James the Great Churchyard is located to the 

south west of the site within 395m. The land within Castlecroft / Badgers Lane 

green link is the closest area of land which is in Green Space network (2012) 

and is located 230m to the south west. A significant positive effect is expected 

on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a 

number of open spaces and a PRoW. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the western edge of Norton Canes which has been 

identified as a Local Centre. This area may provide a good level of access to 

nearby community services and facilities. As such an uncertain minor positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Cannock town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north west of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N63: Land at Commonside, Norton Canes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  651 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site lies approximately 200m from the Commonside Disused 

Railway Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS). In addition, Cannock Extension Canal 

SSSI and SAC is less than 400m from the site and Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heath SSSI in neighbouring district Lichfield is 

approximately 800m from this site designation. Therefore, an uncertain 

significant negative is likely in relation to this SA objective as appropriate 

development could play a role in minimising any adverse impacts.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site lies between the A5 and the M6 Toll Motorway, where potential 

residential development is likely to be impacted by noise and air pollution from 

high volumes of traffic. The site does not lie within the Source Protection Zone 

and it is not within or directly linked to an AQMA, despite its close proximity on 

the A5. In addition, the site consists of Grade 3 agricultural land. Therefore, 

uncertainty is attached to the significant negative effect expected in relation to 

this SA objective as it is unclear if this land is Grade 3a or 3b.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site consists entirely of greenfield land and is relatively large in size as it is 

expected to provide in excess of 100 new homes. So therefore, a significant 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development may lead to an increase in impermeable surfaces in the District 

and thereby may result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Planned Coalfield Farmland CP22 LCT which is has been 

assessed as having moderate sensitivity. It is located further than 1km from the 

Cannock Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect has been 

identified in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 
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brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

This site is within approximately 700m of Brownhills West railway station which 

provides access to limited services. The site is located roughly 550m from a 

number of bus stops on Brownhills Road. Therefore, a minor positive effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective as the site is accessible by sustainable 

transport links.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

This residential site is expected to provide 100 new homes therefore a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is in excess of 600m to any existing schools in the District. Therefore, 

an uncertain minor negative effect is likely as it depends whether existing 

schools in the District have capacity to accommodate new students.  

This site is expected to provide 100 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is in excess of 600m to the nearest GP or hospital. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site designation is within 600m of a number of green open spaces, 

including some identified in the Green Space Network (2012) and a PROW. It is 

likely that a residential development within proximity to outdoor spaces will 

encourage their use for leisure and recreation. Therefore, a significant positive 

effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. Given that the site is expected 

to provide 100 new homes it could support the incorporation of new open space 

onsite, although this is uncertain. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is on the settlement edge of Norton Canes local centre and is within 

walking distance of a number of bus routes, likely to increase accessibility to 

community facilities and services. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect 

is expected in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 
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in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely impact a non-designated asset (85 Albutts Road 

(Black and White)). The asset is wholly contained within the site which is part of 

its agricultural setting and contributes to its significance. A buffer, screening and 

rerouting of vehicular access is recommended to mitigate harm. As such, a 

significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. The effect 

is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work.  

N64: Land east of Long Lane, Norton Canes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site is within approximately 800m of Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI. In addition, the site is within 

250m of a number of local biodiversity and geodiversity sites including 

�:�D�V�K�E�U�R�R�N���/�D�Q�H���D�Q�G���6�W�R�N�H�¶�V���/�D�Q�H���%�$�6���D�Q�G���1�H�Z�O�D�Q�G�V���%�U�R�R�N���:�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G��

Fields SBIs. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective as the proximity to designated sites provides an indication of 

the potential for an adverse effect but uncertainty exists as appropriate 

mitigation may avoid adverse effects. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site does not lie within or connect directly to an AQMA It also does not lie 

adjacent to the strategic road network nor does it fall within a Source Protection 

Zone. The site consists of Grade 3 agricultural land. Therefore, an uncertain 

significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. The effect is 

uncertain given that it is unknown if the land is Grade 3a or 3b agricultural land. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site consists of entirely greenfield land and due to the vast size of the 

potential residential site (100 dwellings) the scale of the impacts will likely be 

greater than that of a smaller development site. Therefore, a significant negative 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development at this location may lead to an increase in impermeable surfaces 

in the District and thereby may result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, 

a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Coalfield Farmland CF23 LCT which is assessed as 

moderate sensitivity and the site is not within 1km of the Cannock Chase 

AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect has been identified in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops and routes in Heath Hayes 

and Norton Canes yet it is in excess of 1km to the nearest railway station. 

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 100 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within walking distance (within 600m) of Jerome Community 

Primary School, Norton Canes Primary School and Norton Canes High School. 

Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely as the effects depend 

on the capacity of the existing schools for new students.  

This site is expected to provide 100 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is in excess of 600m to the nearest GP or hospital. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of open green spaces and a PROW 

which passes the western boundary of the site, which will likely ensure easy 

access between the residential development and outdoor space for leisure and 

recreation. In addition, as the site provides 100 new homes there is potential for 

the incorporation of green space on site although is uncertain. Therefore, an 

uncertain significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�Rid isolation. +? 
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Justification  

The site is on the settlement edge of Norton Canes local centre and is within 

walking distance of a number of bus routes, likely to increase accessibility to 

community facilities and services. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect 

is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the towns of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford so 

it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role in enhancing 
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town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N65: Land west of Long Lane, Norton Canes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site is within approximately 900m of Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI. In addition, the site is within 
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250m of a number of local biodiversity and geodiversity designations including 

�:�D�V�K�E�U�R�R�N���/�D�Q�H���D�Q�G���6�W�R�N�H�¶�V���/�D�Q�H���%�$�6�¶���D�Q�G���1�H�Z�O�D�Q�G�V���%�U�R�R�N���:�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G��

Fields SBIs. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective as the proximity to designated sites provides an indication of 

the potential of adverse effects but uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation 

measures may avoid adverse effects. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site designation is located on Washbrook Lane which links directly to the 

�$�4�0�$���G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���$�������$�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���P�D�\���D�O�V�R���E�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���Y�L�D���6�W�R�N�H�¶�V��

Lane from Hednesford Road to the east and this route is covered in part by 

AQMA 3. As such there is potential for traffic associated with the development 

to exacerbate existing air quality issues within these AQMAs. In addition, the 

site is comprises Grade 3 and 4 agricultural land. The site is not within a Source 

Protection Zone. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that it is unknown if 

the land is Grade 3a or 3b classified. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site consists of entirely greenfield land and due to its large size (the site 

would provide 500 dwellings) the scale of the impacts will lead to a significant 

loss of greenfield land. Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development at this location may lead to an increase in impermeable surfaces 

in the District and thereby may result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, 

a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Coalfield Farmland CF23 LCT which is assessed as having 

moderate sensitivity. The site is further than 1km from the Cannock Chase 

AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect has been identified in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 
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brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops and routes in Heath Hayes 

and Norton Canes yet it is in excess of 1km to the nearest railway station. 

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 500 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is approximately 100m from Jerome Community Primary School and is 

just in excess of 600m from Norton Canes Primary School and High School. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely as the effects depend on 

the capacity of existing schools for new students.  

This site is expected to provide 500 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is in excess of 600m to the nearest GP or hospital. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of open green spaces and is bounded by 

several PROWs, which will likely ensure easy access between the residential 

development and outdoor space for leisure and recreation. In addition, as the 

site provides more than 100 new homes there is potential for the incorporation 

of green space on site. However, due to development at this site it may lead to 

the loss of existing green space and outdoor recreation space. Therefore, a 

mixed uncertain significant positive and minor negative effect is likely in relation 

to the SA objective.  



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  673 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is on the settlement edge of Norton Canes local centre and is within 

walking distance of a number of bus routes, likely to increase accessibility to 

community facilities and services. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect 

is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

This site is not situated within the towns of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford so 

it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role in enhancing 

town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N66: Parcel of Land to north of Norton Hall 

Lane, Norton Canes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site is within approximately 500m of Washbrook Lane BAS, a 

locally designated biodiversity site. Furthermore, this site is located within 15km 

of the Cannock Chase SAC, where development within this radius could lead to 

increased recreational pressures on the SAC site. Therefore, an uncertain 

minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the proximity to 

designated sites provides an indication of the potential for an adverse effect but 

uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation measure in design may avoid 

adverse effects.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is located along North Hall Lane which leads to the A5 within 400m to 

the south west. An AQMA has been declared along the A5. As such residential 

development at this location may have a significant negative effect on air quality 

due to local increases in traffic volume. The site also lies just north of the M6 

Toll Motorway, where the residential site is likely to be impacted by noise and 

air pollution as a result of high volume of traffic. However, the site does not lie 

within a Source Protection Zone. The site is classified as Grade 3 agricultural 

land. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that it is unknown whether the land is 

Grade 3a or 3b classified. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site consists entirely of greenfield land. Yet as the site is relatively small in 

size, providing 20 new dwellings, it is unlikely the adverse impacts of 

development on this site would overly significant. Therefore, a minor negative 

effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development at this location may lead to an increase in impermeable surfaces 

in the District and thereby result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a 

minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Coalfield Farmland CF24 LCT which is assessed as having 

moderate sensitivity. In addition, the site lies outside of 1km from the Cannock 

Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect has been identified 

in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 
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brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. -? 

Justification  

This site boundary lies on the Cannock Chase Cycle Network but is not within 

350m of a bus stop. There is no railway station within 1km of this site. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective as the effects depend on whether the cycle route can be used for the 

purpose of commuting and day-to-day journeys. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The residential site is expected to provide 20 new dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

The site is in excess of 600m to any existing schools in the District. Therefore, 

an uncertain minor negative effect is likely as it also depends on existing 

�V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�H���Q�H�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� 

This site is expected to provide 20 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is in excess of 600m to the nearest GP or hospital. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 600m of a number of open green spaces and PROWs. This 

includes Church Road Park and a number of open spaces identified in the 

Green Space Network (2012). The close proximity of these features is likely to 

encourage their use for leisure and recreation. Therefore, a significant positive 

effect is expected in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is on the settlement edge of Norton Canes local centre and is within 

walking distance of a number of bus routes, likely to increase accessibility to 

community facilities and services. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect 

is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 
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in enhancing town centres within the District. Therefore, a negligible effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N67: 272 Hednesford Road, Norton Canes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site is within approximately 550m of Chasewater and the 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI. In addition, the site is between 
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250m and 1km of a number of local biodiversity and geodiversity sites including 

Long Lane BAS and Norton Pools and Burntwood Road SBIs. Therefore, an 

uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the 

proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential for an 

adverse effect but uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation may contribute to 

avoiding adverse effects. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site designation is situated on Hednesford Road which is situated within the 

AQMA at the A5190 and B4154 roundabout. Residential development at this 

location may exacerbate existing air quality issues within the AQMA. The site is 

not located directly adjacent to a motorway or an A-road and therefore new 

residents are unlikely to be affected by noise pollution. In addition, the site lies 

on land which has been identified as being non-agricultural land. Overall a 

significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

The site consists of entirely greenfield land. Yet as the site is relatively small in 

size, providing 13 new dwellings, it is unlikely the adverse impact of 

development on this site would be significant. Therefore, a minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development at this location may lead to an increase in impermeable surfaces 

in the District and thereby result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a 

minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site lies within UR25 LCT which is assessed as urban and the site also lies 

outside of 1km from the Cannock Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain 

negligible effect has been identified in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 
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waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops and routes in Heath Hayes 

and Norton Canes and it is approximately 1km from Norton Lakeside Halt 

railway station. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 13 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  687 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is approximately 200m from both Norton Canes Primary School and 

Norton Canes High School. Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is 

likely as the effects depend on the capacity of the existing schools for new 

students.  

This site is expected to provide 13 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

This site is in excess of 600m to the nearest GP or hospital. Therefore, a minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of open green spaces, including an 

outdoors sports ground, which will likely encourage access to outdoor spaces 

for leisure and recreation. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in 

relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is on the settlement edge of Norton Canes local centre and is within 

walking distance of a number of bus routes, likely to increase accessibility to 

community facilities and services. Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect 

is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the towns of Cannock, Rugeley or Hednesford so 

it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role in enhancing 
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town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N68: Land between Lime Lane and Norton 

Road, Norton Canes  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Cannock Extension Canal, a SSSI and SAC, and Wyrley Hayes 
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Wood, and SBI, both lie within approximately 300m of the potential residential 

site. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely as there are potential 

impacts on biodiversity at the site, or undesignated habitats and species 

adjacent, cannot be determined at this strategic level of assessment.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site consists of greenfield Grade 3 agricultural land, yet it is uncertain 

whether it is classified as Grade 3a or 3b land. The site is not located within or 

directly linked to an AQMA. It is also not located adjacent to the strategic road 

network or within a Source Protection Zone. Therefore, an uncertain significant 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site consists entirely of greenfield land and is 3.75ha in size. So therefore, 

a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will influence this 

SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 

sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; 

however these factors are considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 

8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all site options will have negligible effects on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development may result in an increase in impermeable surfaces and thereby 

result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely 

in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Planned Coalfield Farmland CP22 LCT which is assessed as 

moderate sensitivity with a low visual impact. In addition, the site is further than 

1km from the Cannock Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative 

effect has been identified in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. - 

Justification  

This site does not lie within 1km of a railway station, 350m from a bus stop or 

pass an existing cycle route. Therefore, a minor negative effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++? 

Justification  

This is a cross boundary site that has been highlighted by the neighbouring 

authority as part of wider cross boundary submission that was submitted to 

them. At present no details are available in relation to the total number of new 

homes which would be provided at this location. Considering the size of the site 

(3.75ha) it is likely that the site would make a reasonable contribution to the 

overall housing supply in the District. While the threshold for affordable housing 

delivery in Cannock Chase is 10 homes, it is unknown whether or not this site 

would deliver the number of homes to meet this threshold. As such an uncertain 

significant positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

This site does not lie within 600m of an existing school or educational facilities, 

so therefore an uncertain minor negative effect is likely. The effect is uncertain 

given that it will depend in part upon sufficient capacity being present at existing 

schools to accommodate new pupils.  

The number of homes to be delivered at the site is unknown. As such it is 

uncertain whether new primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold 

for this provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend 

on factors such as the incorporation of green space within development sites 

which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could have an 

effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, such 

issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site). Therefore, the 

effects of all of the site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site does not lie within walking distance (600m) of either a hospital or GP. 

Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

This site is located within 600m of a PROW, which is likely to encourage 

residents to use nearby outdoor space for leisure and recreation. The Cannock 

Chase Extension Canal which functions as a green link in the area, is also 

located within 300m of the site. If the site is to provide in excess of 100 

dwellings, it is likely that open green space would be incorporated into the 

design of such sites. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G��isolation. -- 
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Justification  

�7�K�L�V���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���F�O�R�V�H���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���R�I���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V��

or local centres nor is it within 350m of bus stop or 1km of a railway station. It is 

likely that access to community services will only be achieved through the use 

of private car and as such there is potential for new residents to be isolated at 

this location. Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 

local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundaries of Cannock, Rugeley 

or Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a 

role in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N73: Land off Hednesford Road, Norton Canes 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 
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geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. This site is within approximately 360m of Chasewater and The 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI. In addition, the site is within 

250m two local biodiversity designations which are Newlands Brook Fields, 

Fields and Pool at Newlands Brook SBI and Norton Pools SBI. Therefore, an 

uncertain minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective as the 

proximity to designated sites provides an indication of the potential of adverse 

effects but uncertainty exists as appropriate mitigation measures may avoid 

adverse effects. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is located adjacent to AQMA3 (Five Ways Island). As such residential 

development at this location may have a significant negative effect on air quality 

due to local increases in traffic volume. The site also consists of greenfield 

Grade 3 agricultural land, yet it is uncertain whether it is classified as Grade 3a 

or 3b land. It is not located within a Source Protection Zone and is not adjacent 

to the strategic road network. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect 

is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site consists entirely of greenfield land and would provide approximately 

445 dwellings. Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will influence this 

SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 

sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; 

however these factors are considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 

8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all site options will have negligible effects on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development may result in an increase in impermeable surfaces and thereby 

result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely 

in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Planned Coalfield Farmland CP21 LCT which is assessed as 

having moderate sensitivity to new development. The site also lies within 

Coalfield Farmlands CF23 LCT which is also assessed as having moderate 

sensitivity to new development. In addition, the site is further than 1km from the 

Cannock Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect has been 

identified in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. The site is, however, located 

in close proximity to a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop is located on 

Hednesford Road which is to the east within 10m. These bus stops are served 

once every 30 minutes. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The residential site is expected to provide 445 new dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within walking distance (within 600m) of Norton Canes 

Primary School and Norton Canes High School. Therefore, an uncertain 

significant positive effect is likely as the effects depend on the capacity of the 

existing schools for new students.  

This site is expected to provide 445 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend 

on factors such as the incorporation of green space within development sites 

which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could have an 

effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, such 

issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site). Therefore, the 

effects of all of the site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site does not lie within walking distance (600m) of either a hospital or GP. 

Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of open green spaces and PROWs which 

will likely ensure easy access between the residential development and outdoor 
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space for leisure and recreation. In addition, as the site is expected to provide 

445 new homes there is potential for the incorporation of green space on site. 

Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely in relation to the SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V needs and avoid isolation. +? 

Justification  

The site is at the northern edge of Norton Canes. It is within relatively close 

proximity of that local centre locations and development here could provide 

access to some services and facilities nearby. Therefore, an uncertain minor 

positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unlikely 

that development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration 

of the local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  706 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundaries of Cannock, Rugeley 

or Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a 

role in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

N74: Land off Burntwood Road, Norton Canes 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is adjacent to the boundary of Chasewater And The 

Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths SSSI and Burntwood Road (heathland 

north of), Norton Canes SBI. The site also lies partially within Norton Pools SBI. 

Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is likely as there are potential 

impacts on biodiversity at the site, or undesignated habitats and species 

adjacent, cannot be determined at this strategic level of assessment.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -- 

Justification  

The site is located adjacent to AQMA3 (Five Ways Island). As such residential 

development at this location may have a significant negative effect on air quality 

due to local increases in traffic volume. The site is on greenfield land but is 

located on land which has been identified as being non-agricultural land. It is 

also not located adjacent to the strategic road network or within a Source 

Protection Zone. Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site consists entirely of greenfield land and would provide approximately 

180 dwellings. Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will influence this 

SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 

sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; 

however these factors are considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 

8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all site options will have negligible effects on 

this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development may result in an increase in impermeable surfaces and thereby 

result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely 

in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Planned Coalfield Farmland CP21 LCT which is assessed as 

moderate sensitivity with a moderate visual impact. In addition, the site is further 

than 1km from the Cannock Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor 

negative effect has been identified in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. The site is, however, located 

in close proximity to a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop is located on 

Hednesford Road which is to the west within 10m. These bus stops are served 

once every 30 minutes. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The residential site is expected to provide 180 new dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within walking distance (within 600m) of Norton Canes 

Primary School and Norton Canes High School. Therefore, an uncertain 

significant positive effect is likely as the effects depend on the capacity of the 

existing schools for new students.  

This site is expected to provide 180 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend 

on factors such as the incorporation of green space within development sites 

which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could have an 

effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, such 

issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site). Therefore, the 

effects of all of the site options on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site does not lie within walking distance (600m) of either a hospital or GP. 

Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of open green spaces and two PROWs 

which will likely ensure easy access between the residential development and 
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outdoor space for leisure and recreation. In addition, as the site is expected to 

provide 180 new homes there is potential for the incorporation of green space 

on site. Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is likely in relation to 

the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
meet peop�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is at the northern edge of Norton Canes. It is within relatively close 

proximity of that local centre locations and development here could provide 

access to some services and facilities nearby. Therefore, an uncertain minor 

positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unlikely 

that development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration 

of the local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundaries of Cannock, Rugeley 

or Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a 

role in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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N75: Land off Lime Lane, Little Wyrley 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. --? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Cannock Extension Canal, a SSSI and SAC, lies approximately 

within 250m of the potential residential/gypsy and traveller site and Wyrley 

Hayes Wood, an SBI, lies approximately within 35m. Therefore, an uncertain 

significant negative is likely in relation to this SA objective as appropriate 

development could play a role in minimising any adverse impacts.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is located along Lime Lane which directly leads to the A5 within 1.6km 

to the north. An AQMA has been declared along the A5. As such residential 

development at this location may have a significant negative effect on air quality 
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due to local increases in traffic volume. The site also consists of greenfield 

Grade 3 agricultural land, yet it is uncertain whether it is classified as Grade 3a 

or 3b land. It is not located within a Source Protection Zone or adjacent to the 

strategic road network. Therefore, an uncertain significant negative effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site consists entirely of greenfield land and would provide approximately 

360 dwellings. Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will influence this 

SA objective in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for 

sustainable transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; 

however these factors are considered under other SA objectives (SA objectives 
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8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all site options will have negligible effects on 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 but as it is a greenfield site 

development may result in an increase in impermeable surfaces and thereby 

result in an increased risk of flooding. Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely 

in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

-? 

Justification  

The site lies within Planned Coalfield Farmland CP22 LCT which is assessed as 

having moderate sensitivity to new development. In addition, the site is further 

than 1km from the Cannock Chase AONB. Therefore, an uncertain minor 

negative effect has been identified in relation to this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. - 

Justification  

This site does not lie within 1km of a railway station or 350m of a bus stop and it 

not passed by an existing cycle route. Therefore, a minor negative effect is 

expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The residential site is expected to provide 360 new dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective. All of the 

Gypsy and Traveller site options are expected to have significant positive 

effects on this objective, due to the nature of the proposed development which 

would help to meet local Gypsy and Traveller accommodation needs.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

-? 

Justification  

This site does not lie within 600m of an existing school or educational facilities, 

so therefore an uncertain minor negative effect is likely. The effect is uncertain 

given that it will depend in part upon sufficient capacity being present at existing 

schools to accommodate new pupils.  

The site is expected to provide 360 new dwellings. As such it is uncertain 

whether new primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this 

provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on levels of crime and fear of crime will depend 

on factors such as the incorporation of green space within development sites 

which, depending on design and the use of appropriate lighting, could have an 

effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at night. However, such 

issues will not be influenced by the location of development sites (rather they 

will be determined through the detailed proposals for each site). Therefore, the 

effects of all of the site options on this SA objective will be negligible.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site does not lie within walking distance (600m) of either a hospital or GP. 

Therefore, a minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++? 

Justification  

This site is located within 600m of a PROW, which is likely to encourage 

residents to use nearby outdoor space for leisure and recreation. The Cannock 
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Chase Extension Canal which functions as a green link in the area, is also 

located within 300m of the site. The site is expected to provide 360 new 

dwellings which means it is likely that open green space would be incorporated 

into the design of such sites. Therefore, an uncertain significant positive effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� -- 

Justification  

This site is not located within the existing urban area and is not within close 

�S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���R�I���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V���R�U���O�R�F�D�O���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V�����,�W���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W��

within 350m of bus stop or 1km of a railway station. It is likely that access to 

community services will only be achieved through the use of private car and as 

such there is potential for new residents to be isolated at this location. 

Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site. Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards or hinder the regeneration of the 
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local economy. As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundaries of Cannock, Rugeley 

or Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a 

role in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation 

to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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R9: Aelfgar School, Taylors Lane, Rugeley* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA and therefore a negligible effect 

�L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H��
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effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on brownfield 

land and as such development at this location would result in the use of 

previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms 

of land use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and 

therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on 

local water quality. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and is relatively large in size (85 homes 

are suggested). A significant positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the 

site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 

which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 
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energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR13 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is 

however within 750m of the Cannock Chase AONB, which is located to the 

west. As such given that the close proximity of development at this site to a 

designated landscape may have adverse impacts on it in terms of landscape 

character, a significant negative effect has been identified on this SA objective. 
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The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 

development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 

greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 

buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

to the site is located within 70m to the east at Elmore Lane. Bus stops to the 

west at Green Lane are located within 250m of the site. Bus stops on Green 

Lane provide access to a bus service which runs once every 30 minutes; 

however the bus services at bus stops on Elmore Lane are less frequent. The 

site is also located within 950m of Rugeley Trent Valley Train Station which is to 
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the north east. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 85. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, as residential 

sites of 10 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of education 

facilities. Chancel Primary School is located to the north east of the site within 

195m and Churchfield Church of England Primary School is located within 

475m of the site to the south. As such a significant positive effect is expected on 

this SA objective. The minor positive effect is uncertain as it will depend on the 

availability of school places. 
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This site is expected to provide 85 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 20m of the Aelfgar Surgery which is located on 

�7�D�\�O�R�U�¶�V���O�D�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���F�O�R�V�H���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���R�I���D��

hospital. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The closest open space to the site is the civic square at Rugeley 

Town Centre which is located within 70m to the south east. Elmore Park is 

located within 135m of the site to the south and this area has been identified in 

the Green Space Network (2012). The closest public sports ground is located 

by Rugeley Community Centre which is to the south within 230m. The closest 

PRoW is located within 365m of the site to the north west by Fortescue Lane. 

As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. This 

positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative 

effect given that the site includes areas of green space which have been 

identified in the Green Space Network (2012) which may be lost as a result of 

development at this location. Given that the site is likely to provide over 100 

new homes there may be opportunities to incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
meet �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within Rugeley and is almost adjacent to Rugeley town 

centre. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 
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potential residents will be within close proximity to a range of services and 

facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Rugeley, but it is outside of the town centre which is to 

the east. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the 

appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit 

and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R16: Land between Wharf Road and Hardie 

Avenue, Rugeley WS15 1NX* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Two Biodiversity Alert Sites are the nearest biodiversity 

designations to the site; Slitting Mill Brook lies approximately 600m to the west 

and Chetwyn�G�¶�V���&�R�S�S�L�F�H���O�L�H�V���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���������P���W�R���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H����

however, as they are greater than 250m from the site they are unlikely to be 
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affected. Although this site has planning consent and mitigation measures have 

been incorporated to ensure it is acceptable in planning terms, this SA 

assessment reflects the baseline situation and so detailed design is not subject 

to SA. An uncertainty is therefore attached to this effect. As the Cannock Chase 

SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the north west of the site, a minor negative but 

uncertain effect is identified on this SA objective because new residential 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site. Overall, an uncertain minor negative 

effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  -? 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

on air quality. A negligible effect is likely on noise pollution as although the west 

corner of the site lies within 25m of the A460 (Sandy Lane), it is not directly 

adjacent to the road. The site mainly lies on greenfield land (although several 

hard standing surfaces are present in the western section of the site) which is 

�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�/�&���D�V���µ�X�U�E�D�Q�¶���V�R���D���P�L�Q�R�U���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���R�Q���V�R�L�O�V�����$��

minor negative effect is likely on water quality as the west section of the site lies 

within Source Protection Zone 3, this negative effect however is uncertain as 

the effects of new development on water quality is unknown at this stage. 

Overall an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is quite large in size (79 

homes are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as there is little 

opportunity to re-use any materials that already exist on site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located mainly on greenfield land and is located within flood zone 1. 

It is likely that development at this site will lead to an increase in impermeable 

surfaces in the District and as such create a greater flood risk. Therefore, a 

minor negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The Cannock Chase AONB lies approximately 730m to the south of the site and 

so a significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. The negative 

effects of new development on this SA objective will depend largely on its 

design, which is not yet known; therefore an uncertainty is attached at this 

stage. The site is located within the UR11 as identified in the Landscape 

Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. As this is classified as 

urban, a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. Although this site has 

planning consent and mitigation measures have been incorporated to ensure it 

is acceptable in planning terms, this SA assessment reflects the baseline 

situation and so detailed design is not subject to SA. An uncertainty is therefore 

attached to this effect. Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on 

this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

This site is located mainly on greenfield land and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

Rugeley Train Station is located approximately 50m north of the site. There are 

seventeen bus stops located within 350m of the site, including four bus stops on 

Queensway and six bus stops on Sandy Lane, all of which are served every 30 

minutes. A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

There are four cycle paths within 350m of the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 79 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

++? 

Justification  

�6�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K�¶�V���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���H�D�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H����

The site is also located within 300m of the grounds of Hart Secondary School to 

the west. Therefore, a significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA 

objective, although this is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of 

school places. The site is not expected to meet the threshold of 700 homes 

which is set for new primary school provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 
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development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

Sandy Lane Surgery is located approximately 50m north of the site. There are 

no hospitals within 600m of the site so a minor positive effect is likely on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The south east corner lies directly adjacent to an unrestricted 

green link and approximately 10m from an unrestricted semi natural green 

space. Approximately 15m to the south of the site lies Ashleigh Road housing 

amenity space that is also classified as unrestricted. Lea Hall Park, a private 
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sports ground lies approximately 50m to the north of the site and this has limited 

access. Both Ashleigh Road housing amenity space and Lea Hall Park form 

part of the Green Space Network (2012). A PRoW that can be accessed on 

Sandy Lane (A460) is located approximately 190m south west of the site. 

However, the site lies within an institutional area of open space, an area of 

semi-natural green space and a green link. Therefore, development of this land 

may result in loss of areas of open space. Overall an uncertain mixed effect 

(significant positive and minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. As the site 

is not expected to provide more than 100 homes and it is unlikely to provide 

opportunities to incorporate new open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G��isolation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within Rugeley and within close proximity to the town 

settlement of that settlement.  Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely on 

this SA objective as the potential residents will be within close proximity to a 

range services and facilities.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site is not currently in employment use and therefore a negligible effect is 

likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

Although the site is located within Rugeley, it is not located within its town 

�F�H�Q�W�U�H�����V�R���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���R�Q���W�K�L�V���6�$���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V��

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���L�V���X�Q�O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���D�I�I�H�F�W���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H�¶�V���Y�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���Y�L�W�D�O�L�W�\�� 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.
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R18: Land at The Mossley, off Armitage Road, 

Rugeley 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.4km to the west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 
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Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on mostly brownfield 

land and as such development at this location would result in the use of 

previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms 

of land use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and 

therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on 

local water quality. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly brownfield land which contains a number of 

relatively large buildings. It is relatively small in size (40 homes are suggested). 

A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the site would present 

increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings which are already 

onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 
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Justification  

The site is located within TV01 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the 

development of greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse 

onsite buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 
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Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

to the site is located within 270m to the south west at Brereton Road. Bus stops 

to the north at Powerstation Road are located within 280m of the site. Bus stops 

on Brereton Road provide access to bus services which run once every 30 

minutes; however the bus services at bus stops on Powerstation Road run at a 

frequency which is unknown at this stage. The site is also located within 595m 

of Rugeley Town Train Station which is to the west. A significant positive effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 40. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, as residential 

sites of 10 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a two of education facilities. 

Churchfield Church of England Primary School is located within 455m of the site 

to the north west. St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School is located within 460m 

of the site to the south west. As both schools only serve younger students a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. The positive effect is 

uncertain as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 40 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A green link is located adjacent to the site to the south and north 

west. An area of housing amenity land is located within 155m of the site to the 

south west. The closest area which has been identified within the Green Space 

Network (2012) is located adjacent to the site to the north. The closest PRoW is 

located within 480m of the site to the south west by Springhill Terrace. As such 

a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. This positive effect 

is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect given that 

the site includes areas of green space which have been identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) and also an area of land which forms a green link. 

Development at this location may result in the loss of these areas of open space 

dependent upon the design of any scheme which might come forward. The site 

is not expected to deliver over 100 homes and therefore is unlikely to 

incorporate open space onsite. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the southern periphery of Rugeley and therefore a 

significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will 

be within close proximity to a range of services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located within Rugeley but it is outside of the town centre which is to 

the north west. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance 

the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 

visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R18(a): Parcel of land at The Mossley off 

Armitage Road 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.3km to the west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on mostly brownfield 

land and as such development at this location would result in the use of 

previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms 

of land use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and 

therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on 

local water quality. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land. It is relatively small in size (it is 

suggested that the site might be used to facilitate access to site R18 and 

therefore a housing capacity has not been supplied). A minor positive effect is 

likely as the redevelopment of the site would present increased potential for the 

re-use of materials and buildings which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within TV01 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 
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Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 

greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 

buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

to the site is located within 285m to the south west at Brereton Road. Bus stops 

to the north east at Powerstation Road are located within 335m of the site. Bus 

stops on Brereton Road provide access to bus services which run once every 

30 minutes; however the bus services at bus stops on Powerstation Road run at 

a frequency which is unknown at this stage. The site is also located within 600m 

of Rugeley Town Train Station which is to the west. A significant positive effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. +? 

Justification  

This site is 0.02 ha in size; however an estimate on the number of houses which 

might be accommodated at this location has not been suggested. A minor 

�S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���R�Q���W�K�L�V���6�$���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���V�P�D�O�O�H�U��

size, as although the site may provide for new housing meet local needs, 

residential sites which allow for less than 10 homes are unlikely to make 

affordable housing provision. The minor positive effect is uncertain as it has 

been suggested that the site might only be used to provide access to site R18 

which would mean no houses would be delivered at this location to meet the 

need of the District. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a two of education facilities. 

Churchfield Church of England Primary School is located within 460m of the site 

to the north west. St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School is located within 465m 

of the site to the south west. As both schools only serve younger students a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. The positive effect is 

uncertain as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
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This site is expected to provide 40 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A green link is located adjacent to the site to the south. An area of 

housing amenity land is located within 170m of the site to the west at Attlee 

Crescent. The closest area which has been identified within the Green Space 

Network (2012) is located to the north of the site within 65m. The closest PRoW 

is located within 485m of the site to the south west by Springhill Terrace. As 

such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. This positive 

effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect given 

that the site includes a small area of land which acts as a green link. 

Development at this location may result in the loss of this area of open space 

dependent upon the design of any scheme which might come forward. The site 

is not expected to deliver over 100 homes and therefore is unlikely to 

incorporate open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the southern periphery of Rugeley and therefore a 

significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will 

be within close proximity to a range of services and facilities. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Rugeley but it is outside of the town centre which is to 

the north west. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance 

the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 

visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R18 and R18(a): Land at The Mossley, off 

Armitage Road, Rugeley* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.4km to the west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on mostly brownfield 

land and as such development at this location would result in the use of 

previously developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms 

of land use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and 

therefore development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on 

local water quality. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly brownfield land which contains a number of 

relatively large buildings. It is relatively small in size (40 homes are suggested). 

A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the site would present 

increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings which are already 

onsite.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site is located within TV01 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is not 

located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB. A negligible effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. The negligible effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and as such the development of 

this site is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the 

development of greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

waste production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse 

onsite buildings and materials. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

to the site is located within 270m to the south west at Brereton Road. Bus stops 

to the north at Powerstation Road are located within 280m of the site. Bus stops 

on Brereton Road provide access to bus services which run once every 30 

minutes; however the bus services at bus stops on Powerstation Road run at a 

frequency which is unknown at this stage. The site is also located within 595m 

of Rugeley Town Train Station which is to the west. A significant positive effect 

is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 40. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, as residential 

sites of 10 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a two of education facilities. 

Churchfield Church of England Primary School is located within 455m of the site 

to the north west. St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School is located within 460m 

of the site to the south west. As both schools only serve younger students a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. The positive effect is 

uncertain as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 40 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 
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development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A green link is located adjacent to the site to the south and north 

west. An area of housing amenity land is located within 155m of the site to the 

south west. The closest area which has been identified within the Green Space 

Network (2012) is located adjacent to the site to the north. The closest PRoW is 

located within 480m of the site to the south west by Springhill Terrace. As such 

a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. This positive effect 

is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor negative effect given that 

the site includes areas of green space which have been identified in the Green 
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Space Network (2012) and also an area of land which forms a green link. 

Development at this location may result in the loss of these areas of open space 

dependent upon the design of any scheme which might come forward. The site 

is not expected to deliver over 100 homes and therefore is unlikely to 

incorporate open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the southern periphery of Rugeley and therefore a 

significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will 

be within close proximity to a range of services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Rugeley but it is outside of the town centre which is to 

the north west. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance 

the appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to 

visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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R22: Gregory Works, Armitage Road, Brereton* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies is more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site. This site is however located 3km from the Cannock Chase SAC 

and therefore within its 15km radius where residential development is likely to 

increase recreational pressure at the site. Therefore, an uncertain minor 

negative effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is made up entirely of land which is classified as urban. The site is also 

not located within a Source Protection Zone and is not situated adjacent to the 

strategic road network. A negligible effect is expected in relation to air quality for 

the site given that it does not lie within link directly to an AQMA. As this is a 
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brownfield site, it is expected to have a minor positive effect as it is likely to help 

preserve high value soils in the District. Therefore, a minor positive effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of entirely brownfield land, which is currently in use as an 

employment site. There is potential that previously use building and materials 

could be reused for the new residential development. The site is relatively small 

in size site as it would support the provision of 23 houses. Therefore, a minor 

positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS. The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 
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these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5. Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1 and as it is a brownfield site it is unlikely 

that it will contribute towards a greater flood risk through increased amounts of 

impermeable surfaces in the District. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

0? 

Justification  

The site does not lie within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB and as such 

visual impacts may result on the protected landscape at this location as a result 

of any new developments. The site it is situated within the Urban LCT. 

Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective 

as the exact effect of the landscape depend in part on the design of new 

developments.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����

However, as this site is on brownfield land it has opportunities for reuse and 

regeneration of onsite buildings and materials, reducing waste generation. 

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at Oaktree 

Road and Lodge Road) which offer and range of bus services and routes. 

However, the nearest railway station is not located within 1km of the site. 

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 23 new residential dwellings. Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is within walking distance (600m) of Hob Hill C of E Primary School. 

There are also a number of additional primary and secondary schools located 

nearby within the town of Rugeley which are likely to be accessible by bus. As 

such, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely as the effects depend on if the 

existing schools have the capacity for new students.  

This site is expected to provide 23 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site. Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

This site is within approximately 350m of Brereton GP Surgery. Therefore, a 

minor positive effect is expected in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 
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Justification  

The site lies within 600m of a number of areas of open space identified in the 

Green Space Network (2012) and PROWs. This includes Ravenhill Park, as 

well as a number of allotments and areas of semi-natural greenspace. The 

proximity of the site to these areas is likely to encourage access to outdoor 

spaces for leisure and recreation. Therefore, a significant positive effect is likely 

in relation to the SA objective. The site is not expected to deliver over 100 

homes and therefore is unlikely to incorporate open space onsite. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�G�M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��settlement edge of Rugeley, which contains 

�R�Q�H���R�I���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���W�R�Z�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V�����,�W���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�D�W���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

in Rugeley, community services and facilities will be easily accessed by the 

residents of the new development. In addition, the site is within close proximity 

of a number of sustainable transport links. Therefore, a significant positive effect 

is expected in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 
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Justification  

This site is currently in use as an employment site. Residential development 

here will lead to the loss of employment land. There is potential that this could 

have adverse impacts in terms of encouraging the regeneration of the local 

economy. Therefore, a significant negative effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres. Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 
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Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R23: Main Road, Brereton (between Cedar 

Tree Hotel and Library)* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

This site lies more than 1km from any internationally or nationally designated 

biodiversity or geodiversity sites and it is also in excess of 250m from a locally 

designated site.  However, the site also lies within the 15km radius around 

Cannock Chase SAC where residential development is likely to increase 

recreational pressures at the site.  Therefore, an uncertain minor negative effect 

is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 
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Justification  

The site lies entirely within urban classified land and is not situated within a 

Source Protection Zone.  In addition, it does not lie adjacent to the strategic 

road network and is not located within or does not link directly to an AQMA.  As 

this is a brownfield site it is expected that development here will help to 

encourage the preservation of high quality soils in the District.  Therefore, a 

minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site consists of brownfield land.  There is potential that development here 

will encourage the reuse of existing buildings and materials.  The site is 

relatively small (it is 0.53ha and would accommodate 27 homes).  Therefore, a 

minor positive is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new development on this SA objective will depend to some extent 

on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable energy generation 

on site or includes SuDS.  The location of development sites will have an 

influence in relation to whether the sites offer good opportunities for sustainable 

transport use and whether they are within areas of high flood risk; however 

these factors are considered under SA objectives 8 and 5.  Therefore, a 

negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site lies entirely within flood zone 1.  As the site on brownfield land it is 

unlikely that development will contribute towards a greater flood risk due to 

increased amounts of impermeable surfaces.  Therefore, a negligible effect is 

likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 
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Justification  

This site is situated within an Urban LCT and is approximately 600m from the 

Cannock Chase AONB.  There is potential that development at this site could 

have an adverse impact in terms of the setting of the protected landscape of the 

AONB.  Therefore, an uncertain potential significant negative effect is likely in 

relation to this SA objective.  The effect of new development on the landscape 

will depend in part upon its design.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The effects of new development in terms of waste generation and handling will 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U���Z�K�L�O�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W������

However, as this is a brownfield site, there is opportunity for the reuse of 

buildings and materials, which will reduce waste generation during construction.  

Therefore, an uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 
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Justification  

The site is within 350m of a number of bus stops (including those at Thompson 

Road and Coalpit Lane), providing a range of routes and services.  The site is 

not located within 1km of the nearest railway station.  In addition the site is 

adjacent a number of sections of the Cannock Chase Cycle Network.  The 

proximity of the site to these sustainable transport links is likely to help 

encourage the use of more sustainable transport modes in the District.  

Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The site is expected to provide 27 new residential dwellings.  Therefore, a 

significant positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 
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Justification  

The site is located within walking distance of Hob Hill C of E Primary School 

and Redbrook Hayes Community Primary School.  Therefore, an uncertain 

minor positive effect is likely as the effects depend if the existing schools in the 

area have capacity for new students.   

This site is expected to provide 27 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.   

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new development at this site on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night.  However, such issues will be determined through the detailed proposals 

for each site.  Therefore, the effects of this site option will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 
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Justification  

This site is within 600m of Brereton Surgery.  As this site is within walking 

distance of a GP surgery, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site lies within 600m of several outdoor open spaces identified in the Green 

Space Network (2012) as well as a network of PROWs.  This includes a number 

�R�I���V�S�R�U�W�V���J�R�U�X�Q�G�V�����D�U�H�D�V���R�I���D�P�H�Q�L�W�\���J�U�H�H�Q�V�S�D�F�H���D�Q�G���6�W���0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K�\�D�U�G����������

The close proximity of the site to these features may help to encourage to make 

use of opportunities for outdoor leisure and recreation.  Therefore, a significant 

positive effect is likely in relation to the SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

�7�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���%�U�H�U�H�W�R�Q���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H��

access of residents to community services and facilities.  Therefore, an 

uncertain minor positive effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site is not currently in use as an employment site.  Therefore, it is unclear if 

development at this site will contribute towards the regeneration of the local 

economy.  As such, a negligible effect is likely in relation to this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

This site is not situated within the town centre boundary of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford so it is unclear if residential development at this site will play a role 

in enhancing town centres.  Therefore, a negligible effect is likely in relation to 

this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a number of designated assets (Main 

Road Brereton Conservation Area and several Listed Buildings including Grade 

II* Listed Brereton Hall). The site is located within the Conservation Area and 

contains the Grade II Listed Cedar Tree Hotel and two non-designated built 

heritage assets. The site and its existing form make a considerable contribution 

to the significance of the Conservation Area and the Cedar Tree Hotel. 

Recommendations for the site include the potential for development to be 

limited mostly to the rear of the site which would help to limit adverse effects. 

Overall, a significant negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA objective. 

The effect is uncertain given that impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the 

recommendations included in the heritage impact assessment work 

R25: Nursery Fields, St Michaels Road, 

Brereton* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.9km to the north west of the site, 

therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified because new 

residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  +/- 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

on air quality. The site is located adjacent to the A460 to the east meaning there 

is potential for adverse effects as a result of noise pollution. It is noted that there 

is potential for mitigation however meaning the minor negative effect likely is 

recorded as uncertain. The site contains a large portion of brownfield land (a 

school was previously present onsite) and therefore development at this 

location would result in the use of land which has previously been developed 

meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land use. The site is not 

located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore development at this 

location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water quality. 

Overall, a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA 

objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is contains a large portion of brownfield land (part of the site previously 

accommodated a school building). The total area of the site is quite small in size 

(38 homes are suggested). A minor positive effect is likely as the 

redevelopment of the site would present increased potential for the re-use of 

materials and buildings which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site contains a large portion of brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 

3 and flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR11 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is 

however located within 505m of the Cannock Chase AONB which is located to 

the west. As such given that the close proximity of development at this site to a 

designated landscape may have adverse impacts on it in terms of landscape 

character a significant negative effect has been identified on this SA objective. 

The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 

development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site contains a large portion of brownfield land and as such its development 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 

greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of this approach. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

There are a number of bus stops within 350m of the site. The closest of these is 

adjacent to the site on Main Road to the east. To the south within 120m a bus 

stop is located on Coal Pit Lane. Further bus stops are located to the west on 

Birch Lane, the closest of which is located within 180m. All identified bus stops 

provide access to services which operate once every 30 minutes. The site is not 

located within 1km of a train station, however. A minor positive effect is 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

The site is also adjacent to an existing cycle path on Main Road to the east. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 38 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hob Hill Church of England/Methodist Primary School is located within 345m of 

the site to the south east. Redbrook Hayes Community Primary School is 

located approximately 455m to the north west of the site. As both of the 

identified schools accommodate only young pupils the positive effect expected 

on this SA objective is likely to be minor. This positive effect is uncertain, as it 

will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 38 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity of one health facility; Brereton Surgery 

is approximately 250m to the north of the site on Main Road. There is no 

hospital within 600m of the site. A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this 

SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. The closest open space to the site is located at St Michael's 

Churchyard which is within 5m to the north. This open space has been identified 

in the Green Space Network (2012). Housing amenity land is located within 

�������P���R�I���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���E�\���6�W���0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶s Road. A green link is located to the 

west of the site within 265m. Access to a PRoW is provided by Main Road 

within 55m of the site to the north east. A significant positive effect is expected 

on this SA objective given that the site would provide nearby access to a 

number of open spaces and a PRoW. This significant positive effect is expected 

to be combined with a minor negative effect, however. The site contains an area 

of institutional open space. Although this area has been identified as having 

restricted access the southern portion of this open space has been identified in 

the Green Space Network (2012). As such, the development of this area may 

have adverse impacts upon access to open space which might be used for 

leisure and recreation in the District. The negative effect is uncertain dependent 

upon the design of development which is unknown at this stage and may allow 

for the incorporation of this open space. The site is not expected to provide over 

100 homes and there is unlikely to incorporate open space on site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 
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Justification  

The site is located towards the southern edge of Brereton (a Local Centre) and 

therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Brereton and is not within one of three identified town 

centres in Cannock Chase. Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas 

but is located to the north west of the site. The development of the site would 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  791 

therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that 

area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might 

help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). -? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact a designated asset (Church of St 

Michael), the Main Road, Brereton Conservation Area and a non-designated 

asset (1-9 Old School Mews). The findings of this assessment highlight that the 

site makes either a neutral contribution or no contribution to significance of 

these assets. It is recommended that screening should be employed along the 

eastern boundary of the site and development restricted to two storeys to 

mitigate harm. As such, a minor negative effect is recorded in relation to this SA 

objective. The effect is uncertain given that impacts will be dependent upon the 

design of the new development at the site which is currently unknown. 

R28: Land at Springs Farm, Brereton 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally or nationally 

designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. The site is, however, located within 

250m of Brereton Hayes (north) SBI, a local biodiversity site. In addition, a 

section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.7km to the south west 

of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G��

and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The 

site is located on greenfield land which has mostly been classified as Grade 4 

Agricultural Land. As such a minor negative effect is expected in relation to land 

use. There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site does not 

lie within a Source Protection Zone.  

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively large in size (204 homes 

are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development of the 

site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 

buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield 

sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within SF15 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) and SF16 

(Sandstone Hills and Heaths) as identified in the Landscape Character 

Assessment for Cannock Chase District. SF15 has been identified as having a 

moderate level of sensitivity to development. SH16 has also been identified as 

having a moderate level of sensitivity to development/ The site is located within 

1km of the Cannock Chase AONB to the west, however. An overall significant 

negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to potential for 

development at this location to adversely affect the setting of this designated 

landscape. The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 

development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. A number of bus stops are 

however located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is 

located to the west within 240m on Lodge Road. The bus services accessible at 

this stop operate once every 30 minutes. A further bus is accessible on Rugeley 

within 280m of the site to the north east. The most regular bus services which 

are accessible at this bus stop operate once every 30 minutes. A minor positive 

effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is located adjacent to the site to the south at Armitage Lane. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

204 dwellings and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 

10 or more homes will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hob Hill Church of England Primary School is located within 50m of the site to 

the north east. The site is not however located in close proximity to a secondary 

school and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school 

places. 

This site is expected to provide 204 new dwellings and so it is unlikely that new 

primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is 

around 700 homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++?/-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of an area of open space and a 

number of PRoWs. The site is located within 60m of an area of housing amenity 

land to the north west. St Michael's Churchyard is located within 450m of the 

site to the west. This area has been identified in the Green Space Network 

(2012). However, the PRoW on Coalpit Lane, adjoining the Springs Farm is 

located within the site to the west which could result in the loss of that feature, 

depending on whether it can be retained as part of the development proposal. A 

mixed significant positive and minor negative effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. This housing site is likely to provide more than 100 homes (204 

homes are planned) and so an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected 

as there may be opportunities to incorporate open space at the site. It is 

unknown whether new open space would be provided until proposals for the 

site come forward. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the south eastern edge of Brereton (a Local Centre) and 

therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Brereton and is not within one of three identified town 

centres in Cannock Chase. Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas 

but is located to the north west of the site. The development of the site would 

therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that 

area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might 

help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R29: Land to the north of Armitage Lane, 

Rugeley 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. 

A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 3.7km to the south 

west of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G��

and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The 

site is located on greenfield land which has mostly been classified as Grade 4 

Agricultural Land. As such a minor negative effect is expected in relation to land 

use. There is likely to be a negligible effect on water quality as the site does not 

lie within a Source Protection Zone.  

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (15 homes 

are suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  802 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within SF15 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. SF15 has been 

identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. The site is 

also located within 1km of the Cannock Chase AONB to the west, however. An 

overall significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due 

to potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of this 

designated landscape. The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 

design of the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at 

this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. A number of bus stops are 

however located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is 

located to the west within 240m on Lodge Road. The bus services accessible at 

this stop operate once every 30 minutes. A further bus is accessible on Rugeley 

within 280m of the site to the north east. The most regular bus services which 

are accessible at this bus stop operate once every 30 minutes. A minor positive 

effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is located adjacent to the site to the south at Armitage Lane. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 15 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hob Hill Church of England Primary School is located within 40m of the site to 

the south west. The site is not however located in close proximity to a 

secondary school and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 

objective. This positive effect is uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of 

school places. 

This site is expected to provide 15 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
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proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of an area of open space and a 

number of PRoWs. The site is located within 60m of an area of housing amenity 

land to the north west. St Michael's Churchyard is located within 450m of the 

site to the west. This area has been identified in the Green Space Network 

(2012). A PRoW is located to the north west of the site within 270m. A 

significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the eastern edge of Brereton (a Local Centre) and 

therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located within Brereton and is not within one of three identified town 

centres in Cannock Chase. Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas 

but is located to the north west of the site. The development of the site would 

therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that 

area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might 

help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R32: Land East of The Meadows and land to 

the north of Armitage Lane , Brereton* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. A section of the Cannock 

Chase SAC lies approximately 3.6km to the south west of the site, therefore a 

minor negative but uncertain effect is identified because new residential 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

in terms of air quality. The site is however located adjacent to the A460 to the 

south and adjacent to the A51 to the east. As such there is potential for 

development at this location to be adversely impacted upon in terms of noise 

pollution. The minor negative effect expected in terms of noise pollution is 

uncertain given that it may be possible for mitigation. The site is located on 

greenfield land which has been classified as Grade 4 Agricultural Land. As such 

a minor negative effect is expected in relation to land use. There is likely to be a 

negligible effect on water quality as the site does not lie within a Source 

Protection Zone. Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (33 homes 

are suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 
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Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within SF15 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. SF15 has been 

identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. The site is 

also located within 950m of the Cannock Chase AONB to the west, however. 

An overall significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 

due to potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of 

this designated landscape. The negative effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is not located within 1km of a train station. A number of bus stops are 

however located within 350m of the site. The closest bus stop to the site is 

located to the north west within 280m on Lodge Road. The bus services 

accessible at this stop operate once every 30 minutes. A further bus is 

accessible on Main Road within 350m of the site to the west. The most regular 

bus services which are accessible at this bus stop operate once every 30 

minutes. In addition, a cycle path is located adjacent to the site to the north west 

at Armitage Lane. Therefore, a minor positive effect is likely in relation to this 

SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  813 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 33 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hob Hill Church of England Primary School is located adjacent to the site to the 

west. The site is not however located in close proximity to a secondary school. 

This site is expected to provide 33 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase. Therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is 

expected on this SA objective as it will depend on the availability of school 

places for new students. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 
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development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of an area of open space and a 

number of PRoWs. The closest area of open space which is freely accessible to 

the public is located within 245m to the north at the housing amenity land at The 

Meadows. The Trent and Mersey Canal greenlink is located within 355m of the 

site also to the north. A PRoW is located to the north west of the site within 

355m. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located at the eastern edge of Brereton (a Local Centre) and 

therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as 

potential residents will be within close proximity to a limited number of services 

and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located within Brereton and is not within one of three identified town 

centres in Cannock Chase. Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas 

but is located to the north west of the site. The development of the site would 

therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that 

area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might 

help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R33: Land adjacent to The Birches, Rugeley 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of one biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Slitting Mill Brook is located 

partially within the site boundaries and has been identified as a Biodiversity 

Alert Site. 

As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 

development at this location are local designations, a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate 

mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 

habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.4km to the west of 

the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 
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Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

in terms of air quality. The site is however located adjacent to the A460 which is 

to the west. As such there is potential for development at this location to be 

adversely impacted upon in terms of noise pollution. The minor negative effect 

expected in terms of noise pollution is uncertain given that it may be possible for 

mitigation. The site is located on mostly greenfield land most of which has been 

classified as Urban Land. As such a minor negative effect is expected in relation 

to land use. The site also lies within Source Protection Zone 3 and therefore 

development at this location may have an adverse impact on local water quality.  

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively large in size (150 homes 

are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development of the 

site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 

buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield 

sites.  



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  819 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is which mostly located outside of 

flood zone 3 and flood zone 2 (it is noted that the western edge of the site falls 

within flood zone 3 and flood zone 2). A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within SF07 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. SF07 has been 

identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. The site is 

also located within 275m of the Cannock Chase AONB to the west, however. 

An overall significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 

due to potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of 

this designated landscape. The negative effect is uncertain given that the 

specific design of the development which might proceed at this location is 

unknown at this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is within 750m of Rugeley Town Train Station which is located to the 

north east. The closest bus stop to the site is located to the east within 270m at 

Hednesford Road. The bus service accessible at this bus stop operates once 

every 30 minutes. As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 

objective. 

An existing cycle path passes through the site to the west. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

150 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hagley Park Academy is located within 115m to the north east of the site. Fair 

Oak Academy is located to the north of the site within 300m. This education 

faculty located within close proximity of the site only serves older pupils a minor 

positive effect is expected on this SA objective. This positive effect is uncertain, 

as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 150 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 
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proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of an area of open space and a 

number of PRoWs. A greenlink is adjacent to the site to the north west. A semi-

natural greenspace is also adjacent to the site towards the north west. A further 

area of semi-natural greenspace is located within 475m to the south west of the 

site at Cannock Chase AONB. A public sports ground is located within 445m of 

the site to the north east. A PRoW is adjacent to the site to west of the site. A 

significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. As the site 

is expected to provide over 150 homes it could allow for increased opportunities 

for the incorporation of open space onsite. 
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This significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain 

minor negative effect however. The PRoWs identified passes within the 

boundaries of the site at several points and as such this use may be lost 

dependent upon the design of any development which might occur at this 

location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western periphery of Rugeley and therefore a 

significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will 

be within close proximity to a range of services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western edge of Rugeley but not within its town 

centre. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the 

appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit 

and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 
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R37: Land North of Stile Cop, Rugeley 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity of any internationally, nationally or 

locally designated biodiversity or geodiversity sites. A section of the Cannock 

Chase SAC lies approximately 1.9km to the south west of the site, therefore a 

minor negative but uncertain effect is identified because new residential 

development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to contribute to 

increased recreation pressure at the site.  

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  - 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

in terms of air quality. The site is however located adjacent to the A460 which is 

to the west. As such there is potential for development at this location to be 

adversely impacted upon in terms of noise pollution. The minor negative effect 
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expected in terms of noise pollution is uncertain given that it may be possible for 

mitigation. The site is located on mostly greenfield land most of which has been 

classified as Urban Land. As such a minor negative effect is expected in relation 

to land use. The site also lies within Source Protection Zone 3 and therefore 

development at this location may have an adverse impact on local water quality. 

Overall a minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. - 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively small in size (30 homes 

are suggested). A minor negative effect is likely as the development of the site 

would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and buildings, 

particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 
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offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is outside of flood zone 3 and flood 

zone 2. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within SF10 (Settled Heathlands) as identified in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. SF10 has been 

identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. The site is 

also located partially within the Cannock Chase AONB, however. An overall 

significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to 

potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of this 

designated landscape. The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 
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design of the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at 

this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. + 

Justification  

The site is located more than 1km from the nearest railway station. A number of 

bus stops are located in close proximity (350m) to the site however. A bus stop 

is adjacent to the site to the west at Hednesford Road. Bus services are 

accessible once every 30 minutes at this bus stop. A bus stop on Stile Cop 

Road is located within 210m of the site but bus services at this location are less 

frequent. As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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The site is not located within close proximity of an existing cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 30 

and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes or 

more will make affordable housing provision. 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Chase View Community Primary School is located within 375m to the north east 

of the site. The site is however not located within close proximity (600m) of a 

secondary school. In addition, this site is expected to provide 30 homes so is 

unlikely that new primary provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this 

provision is around 700 homes in Cannock Chase. Therefore, an uncertain 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective as it will depend on the 

availability of school places for new students. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  831 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of an area of open space and a 

number of PRoWs. A greenlink is adjacent to the site to the east. Housing 

amenity land can be accessed within 80m to the north of the site. An area of 

semi-natural greenspace is located within 435m to the south east of the site at 

Chetwynd Coppice. A PRoW is located to the north west of the site within 15m. 

A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. This 

significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain minor 

negative effect however. A PRoW passes within the boundaries of the site and 

as such this use may be lost dependent upon the design of any development 

which might occur at this location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western periphery of Rugeley and therefore a 

significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will 

be within close proximity to a range of services and facilities. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 
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Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located on the south western edge of Rugeley but not within its town 

centre. The development of the site would therefore not help to enhance the 

appearance of the built environment in that area or encourage people to visit 

and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their vitality and 

viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective.



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  834 

R38: Land at Hagley Park Farm and Jones 

Lane, Rugeley 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. The site is located within close proximity of one biodiversity or 

geodiversity site which may be adversely impacted upon as a result of 

development that might take place at this location. Slitting Mill Brook is located 

partially within the site boundaries and has been identified as a Biodiversity 

Alert Site. 

As such, given that the biodiversity sites which might be affected by 

development at this location are local designations, a minor negative effect is 

expected on this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that appropriate 

mitigation may avoid adverse effects and there may be opportunities to promote 

habitat connectivity if new developments include green infrastructure. 

A section of the Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 1.8km to the north 

west of the site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified 

because new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most 

likely to contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  
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Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  --? 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D���P�R�W�R�U�Z�D�\���R�U���D�Q���µ�$�¶���5�R�D�G��

and therefore a negligible effect is identified in relation to noise pollution. The 

site is located on greenfield land which has been classified as Grade 3 

Agricultural Land. As such a significant negative effect is expected in relation to 

land use. The significant negative effect is uncertain dependent upon whether 

the land is Grade 3a or Grade 3b Agricultural Land. The site also lies within 

Source Protection Zone 3 and therefore development at this location may have 

an adverse impact on local water quality.  

Overall an uncertain significant negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

This effect relates to the potential loss of high quality agricultural land in 

particular. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. -- 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and is relatively large in size (65 homes 

are suggested). A significant negative effect is likely as the development of the 

site would present reduced opportunities for the re-use of materials and 

buildings, particularly when compared with previously developed brownfield 

sites.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. - 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  837 

Justification 

The site is located on greenfield land which is mainly outside of flood zone 3 

and flood zone 2 (the north eastern and wastern edges of the site fall partially 

within flood zone 3 and flood zone 2). A minor negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located partially within SF08 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) and 

partially within SF07 (Ancient Settled Farmlands) as identified in the Landscape 

Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. Both of these areas have 

been identified as having a moderate level of sensitivity to development. The 

site is also located adjacent to the Cannock Chase AONB, however. An overall 

significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective due to 

potential for development at this location to adversely affect the setting of this 

designated landscape. The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific 

design of the development which might proceed at this location is unknown at 

this stage. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. 0 
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Justification  

The site is located on greenfield land and as such the development of this site is 

seen as a less efficient use of land in the District than the redevelopment of 

brownfield land and would present a reduced number of opportunities to limit 

waste production in the District. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. 0 

Justification  

The site is within 880m of Rugeley Town Train Station which is located to the 

east. Bus stops are located to the west at Post Office Lane within 35m. The bus 

service which serves this route operates only once daily, however. Considering 

the poor accessibility to bus services at this location a negligible effect is 

expected on this SA objective. 

A cycle path is provided at the eastern edge of the site. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 
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Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 

190 and so a significant positive effect is likely as residential sites of 10 homes 

or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

Hagley Park Academy is located within 170m to the north east of the site. Fair 

Oak Academy is located to the north east of the site within 290m. As the 

education faculty located in close proximity to the site only serves older pupils a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. This positive effect is 

uncertain, as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 65 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 
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Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. - 

Justification  

The site is not located within close proximity (600m) of any existing healthcare 

facilities. A minor negative effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++/-? 
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Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of an area of open space and a 

number of PRoWs. A greenlink is adjacent to the site to the north east. A semi-

natural greenspace is also adjacent to the site towards the north east. A further 

area of semi-natural greenspace is located within 130m to the south west of the 

site at Cannock Chase AONB. A public sports ground is located within 415m of 

the site to the north east. A number of PRoWs are adjacent to the site to north 

east and south of the site. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 

this SA objective. 

This housing site is unlikely to provide more than 100 homes and is therefore 

not expected to incorporate open space.  

The significant positive effect is expected to be combined with an uncertain 

minor negative effect however. One of the identified PRoWs passes within the 

boundaries of the site to the south and as such this use may be lost dependent 

upon the design of any development which might occur at this location. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
meet �S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� - 

Justification  

The site is not located within any of the centres identified in the settlement 

hierarchy of the Local Plan (Part 1) through Policy CP11 (it would form an 

extension to Slitting Mill). The site is however located within close proximity of 

Rugeley Town Train Station which might provide access to services or facilities 

further afield. A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

0 

Justification  

The site has not been identified as being in current employment use. As such 

providing development at this location would not result in the loss of an existing 

employment site and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is not located within the town centres of Cannock, Rugeley or 

Hednesford. Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas but is located to 

the north east of the site. The development of the site would therefore not help 

to enhance the appearance of the built environment in those areas, encourage 

people to visit and use town centre locations which might help to benefit their 

vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). --? 

Justification  

The site has been identified through the Cannock Chase Heritage Impact 

Assessment as being likely to impact four non-designated assets (Slitting Mill 

Pumping Station, Hagley Farm, The Horns Inn, and Slitting Mill and Mill Pond. 

The findings of the heritage impact work state that development at the site and 

associated works may result in total loss of significance or lowering of 

significance of the assets in question. It is recommended that the development 

strengthens screening around these assets and retains the pumping station, 

slitting mill and mill pond to mitigate harm. As such, a significant negative effect 

is recorded in relation to this SA objective. The effect is uncertain given that 

impacts may be mitigated by adhering to the recommendations included in the 

heritage impact assessment work 

R43(a): Former Kodak Processing Site and 

Transport Depot, Redbrook Lane Industrial 

Estate, Brereton 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 
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Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Chetwynd's Coppice Biodiversity Alert Site is located 

approximately 50m to the south west of the site. A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new 

developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the south west of the 

site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on brownfield land and 

as such development at this location would result in the use of previously 
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developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land 

use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 

development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water 

quality. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and is relatively large in size (70 homes 

are suggested). A significant positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the 

site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 

which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 
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offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR12 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is 

however located within 100m of the Cannock Chase AONB which is located to 

the west. As such given that the close proximity of development at this site to a 

designated landscape may have adverse impacts on it in terms of landscape 

character a significant negative effect has been identified on this SA objective. 

The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 

development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 

greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 

buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

to the site is located within 95m to the east at Talbot Road. A bus stop on Birch 

Lane is located within 130m of the site to the east. To the north also within 

130m of the site another bus stop is located on Setterfield Way. All bus stops on 

these routes provide access to bus services which run once every 30 minutes. 

The site is also located within 960m of Rugeley Town Train Station which is to 

the north. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  848 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 70. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, as residential 

sites of 11 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a two of education facilities. 

Redbrook Hayes Community Primary School is located within 80m of the site to 

the north east. Chase View Community Primary School is located within 395m 

of the site to the north west. As both schools only serve younger students a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. The positive effect is 

uncertain as it will depend on the availability of school places. 

This site is expected to provide 70 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  849 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 385m of the Brereton Surgery which is on Main Road 

to the east. The site is not located within close proximity of a hospital. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
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Appendices  850 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A green link is located adjacent to the site to the south west. 

Beyond this green link an area of semi-natural green space is located within 

35m of the site. The closest area which has been identified within the Green 

Space Network (2012) is located to the north east of the site within 90m. The 

closest PRoW is located within 65m of the site to the west by Cherry Tree 

Road. As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located within Brereton (a Local Centre) and therefore an uncertain 

minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be 

within close proximity to a limited number of services and facilities 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  851 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 

Justification  

The site has been identified by the Council as currently being in employment 

use. As such providing residential development at this location may result in the 

loss of an existing employment site and a significant negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Brereton and is not within one of three identified town 

centres in Cannock Chase. Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas 

but is located to the north west of the site. The development of the site would 

therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that 

area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might 

help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  852 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R43(b): Former Milk Depot, Redbrook Lane 

Industrial Estate, Brereton 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Chetwynd's Coppice Biodiversity Alert Site is located 

approximately 205m to the south west of the site. A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 
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development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. In addition it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new 

developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.9km to the south west of the 

site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on brownfield land and 

as such development at this location would result in the use of previously 

developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land 

use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 

development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water 

quality. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 



Appendix E SA matrices for the site options at the Preferred Options stage 

Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  854 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. + 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and is relatively small in size (23 homes 

are suggested). A minor positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the site 

would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 

which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  855 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR12 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is 

however located within 210m of the Cannock Chase AONB which is located to 

the west. As such given that the close proximity of development at this site to a 

designated landscape may have adverse impacts on it in terms of landscape 

character a significant negative effect has been identified on this SA objective. 

The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 

development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  856 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 

greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 

buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

to the site is located within 30m to the east at Talbot Road. A bus stop on Birch 

Lane is located within 125m of the site to the south east. To the north within 

130m of the site another bus stop is located on Setterfield Way. All bus stops on 

these routes provide access to bus services which run once every 30 minutes. 

The site is also located within 965m of Rugeley Town Train Station which is to 

the north west. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. 
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The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 23. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, as residential 

sites of 10 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a two of education facilities. 

Redbrook Hayes Community Primary School is located within 20m of the site to 

the north. Chase View Community Primary School is located within 460m of the 

site to the west. As both schools only serve younger students a minor positive 

effect is expected on this SA objective. The positive effect is uncertain as it will 

depend on the availability of school places. 
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This site is expected to provide 23 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 355m of the Brereton Surgery which is on Main Road 

to the east. The site is not located within close proximity of a hospital. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
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SA Objectives SA Score 

13. Protect, enhance, create and ensure access to open 
spaces and facilities for leisure and recreation. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a number of open spaces 

and PRoWs. A green link is located within 145m of the site to the south west. 

Beyond this green link an area of semi-natural green space is located within 

175m of the site. The closest area which has been identified within the Green 

Space Network (2012) is located to the north of the site within 40m. The closest 

PRoW is located within 135m of the site to the west by Cherry Tree Road. As 

such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

14. Provide easy access to community services and facilities to 
�P�H�H�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���D�Y�R�L�G���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� +? 

Justification  

The site is located within Brereton (a Local Centre) and therefore an uncertain 

minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective as potential residents will be 

within close proximity to a limited number of services and facilities 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  860 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

15. Help the continued regeneration of the local economy by 
protecting existing employment sites and ensuring there is 
adequate provision of new sites. 

-- 

Justification  

The site has been identified by the Council as currently being in employment 

use. As such providing residential development at this location may result in the 

loss of an existing employment site and a significant negative effect is therefore 

expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

16. Enhance the town centres in order to protect and improve 
their vitality and viability. 0 

Justification  

The site is located within Brereton and is not within one of three identified town 

centres in Cannock Chase. Rugeley town centre is the closest of these areas 

but is located to the north west of the site. The development of the site would 

therefore not help to enhance the appearance of the built environment in that 

area or encourage people to visit and use town centre locations which might 

help to benefit their vitality and viability. Overall a negligible effect is expected 

on this SA objective. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  861 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

17. Conserve and enhance the built and historic environment 
(including heritage assets and their respective settings). 0? 

Justification  

The site was screened out of the heritage impact assessment work undertaken 

on behalf of the Council.  Therefore, an uncertain negligible effect is expected in 

relation to this SA objective. 

R43(a) and R43(b): Former Kodak Processing 

Site and Transport Depot and Former Milk 

Depot, Redbrook Lane Industrial Estate, 

Brereton* 

 

SA Objectives SA Score 

1. Protect and enhance biodiversity, fauna and flora and 
geodiversity. -? 

Justification  

Development sites that are within close proximity of an international, national or 

local designated conservation site have the potential to affect the biodiversity or 

geodiversity of those sites/features, e.g. through habitat damage/loss, 

fragmentation, disturbance to species, air pollution, increased recreation 

pressure etc. Chetwynd's Coppice Biodiversity Alert Site is located 
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approximately 50m to the south west of the site. A minor negative effect is 

therefore identified on this SA objective, however, this is uncertain as the 

potential impacts on designated sites cannot be determined until more specific 

development proposals are made which would occur at planning application 

stage. In addition, it may be possible to promote habitat connectivity if new 

developments include green infrastructure. 

The Cannock Chase SAC lies approximately 2.7km to the south west of the 

site, therefore a minor negative but uncertain effect is also identified because 

new residential development within 15km of this SAC could be most likely to 

contribute to increased recreation pressure at the site.  

Overall, an uncertain minor negative effect is likely on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

2. Minimise pollution and protect and enhance air, water, and 
soils.  + 

Justification  

The site is not directly in or linked to an AQMA so a negligible effect is expected 

�R�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����$�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���µ�$�¶���U�R�D�G���D���Q�H�J�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���L�V��

identified in relation to noise pollution. The site is located on brownfield land and 

as such development at this location would result in the use of previously 

developed land meaning a minor positive effect is expected in terms of land 

use. The site is also not located within a Source Protection Zone and therefore 

development at this location is unlikely to have an adverse effect on local water 

quality. 

Overall, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score 

3. Ensure development makes efficient use of previously 
developed land and buildings. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and is relatively large in size (93 homes 

are suggested). A significant positive effect is likely as the redevelopment of the 

site would present increased potential for the re-use of materials and buildings 

which are already onsite.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

4. Adapt to the impacts of, and minimise factors contributing to, 
climate change. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on this SA objective will depend to 

some extent on its design, for example whether it incorporates renewable 

energy generation on site or includes SuDS. The location of housing 

development sites will influence this SA objective in relation to whether the sites 

offer good opportunities for sustainable transport use and whether they are 

within areas of high flood risk; however these factors are considered under 

other SA objectives (SA objectives 8 and 5 respectively). Therefore, all housing 

site options will have negligible effects on this SA objective. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  864 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

5. Reduce the risk of flooding. 0 

Justification 

The site is located on mostly brownfield land and is outside of flood zone 3 and 

flood zone 2. A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and quality of 
the landscape and townscape, maintaining and strengthening 
local distinctiveness and sense of place. 

--? 

Justification  

The site is located within UR12 which is classified as urban land in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase District. The site is 

however located within 100m of the Cannock Chase AONB which is located to 

the west. As such given that the close proximity of development at this site to a 

designated landscape may have adverse impacts on it in terms of landscape 

character a significant negative effect has been identified on this SA objective. 

The negative effect is uncertain given that the specific design of the 

development which might proceed at this location is unknown at this stage. 
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Integrated Impact Assessment: Cannock Chase Local Plan Preferred Options 

Appendices  865 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

7. Make sustainable use of resources and minimise waste 
generation. +? 

Justification  

The site is located on brownfield land and as such the development of this site 

is seen as a more efficient use of land in the District than the development of 

greenfield land. A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 

objective. The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon whether waste 

production is reduced at this site by making use of opportunities to reuse onsite 

buildings and materials. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

8. Encourage and facilitate the use of sustainable modes of 
transport. ++ 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of a number of bus stops. The closest bus stop 

to the site is located within 25m to the east at Talbot Road. A bus stop on Birch 

Lane is located within 125m of the site to the south east. To the north also 

within 150m of the site another bus stop is located on Setterfield Way. All bus 

stops on these routes provide access to bus services which run once every 30 

minutes. The site is also located within 960m of Rugeley Town Train Station 

which is to the north. A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this 

SA objective. 
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The site is not located within close proximity of a cycle path. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

9. Ensure all people are able to live in a decent home which 
meets their needs. ++ 

Justification  

The number of suggested homes that could be accommodated at this site is 93. 

A significant positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective, as residential 

sites of 11 homes or more will make affordable housing provision. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

10. Raise educational aspirations and attainment within the 
District and ensure that educational facilities are provided 
where they are required. 

+? 

Justification  

The site is located within close proximity (600m) of a two of education facilities. 

Redbrook Hayes Community Primary School is located within 20m of the site to 

the north east. Chase View Community Primary School is located within 380m 

of the site to the north west. As both schools only serve younger students a 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. The positive effect is 

uncertain as it will depend on the availability of school places. 
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This site is expected to provide 93 homes and so it is unlikely that new primary 

provision onsite would result, as the threshold for this provision is around 700 

homes in Cannock Chase.  

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

11. Reduce crime and the fear of crime. 0 

Justification  

The effects of new housing development on levels of crime and fear of crime 

will depend on factors such as the incorporation of green space within 

development sites which, depending on design and the use of appropriate 

lighting, could have an effect on perceptions of personal safety, particularly at 

night. However, such issues will not be influenced by the location of 

development sites (rather they will be determined through the detailed 

proposals for each site). Therefore, the effects of all of the housing site options 

on this SA objective will be negligible. 

 
SA Objectives SA Score 

12. Improve public health and ensure health facilities are 
accessible for those in need. + 

Justification  

The site is located within 350m of the Brereton Surgery which is on Main Road 

to the east. The site is not located within close proximity of a hospital. A minor 

positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective.  
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