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Harm of release of land in RU1 



 

   

 

 

RU1 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 2.67ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of a small field. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

There are several residential properties within the parcel but these do not have 

a significant urbanising influence. The small road to the east is a relatively 

weak boundary feature, providing limited separation from Rugeley, but views of 

the inset settlement edge are balanced by views of the wider countryside. In 

addition, the parcel does not extend very far from the inset settlement. Overall, 

there is moderate distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 
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RU2 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 4.89ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open comprising of agricultural fields. There is one residential 

property in the southeast of the parcel, but this scale of development does not 

impact openness. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The small road to the east provides a weak degree of separation from 

Rugeley. The gentle undulations in the eastern field within the parcel provide 

some distinction from the inset area. The parcel is not contained by urban 

development and views are balanced between the urban area and countryside. 

Therefore, there is moderate distinction between the parcel and the urban 

area. 
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RU3 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 9.24ha 

The parcel is located to the west of Rugeley. Rugeley does not constitute a 

large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a historic town. 

Cannock Chase SSSI lies to the southwest of the parcel. 

The parcel is open, comprising of agricultural fields. There are agricultural use 

buildings in the west of the parcel, but these are considered to be an 

'appropriate use in the Green Belt. There is one residential property in the 

north of the parcel, but this scale of development does not impact openness. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The sloping landform within the parcel provides some distinction from the inset 

area and land within the parcel extends a significant distance from Rugeley. 

Multiple field boundaries and the road at the inset edge create a strong degree 

of separation from the inset settlement. Furthermore, the parcel is not 

contained by urban development and views are dominated by open 

countryside. Therefore, there is very strong distinction between the parcel and 

the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU4 



 

  

 

 

RU4 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 10.34ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of agricultural fields. There is a farmstead 

located in the south of the parcel, but this is considered to be 'appropriate 

development' in the Green Belt. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The road and hedgerow to the east provide a moderate degree of separation 

from Rugeley. The parcel is not contained by urban development and neither 

the open countryside to the west nor the urban area to the east dominates 

views. Therefore, there is moderate distinction between the parcel and the 

urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU5 



 

 

  

 

 

  

 

RU5 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 4.69ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of agricultural fields. There is one residential 

property in the south of the parcel, but this scale of development does not 

impact openness. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The parcel is largely contained by urban development but there are still views 

of open countryside to the west. The garden boundaries to the east and 

northeast and the small road to the south provide a weak degree of separation 

from Rugeley and the parcel lies in close proximity to the urban area. 

Therefore, there is weak distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU6 



 

 

 

 

 

RU6 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 2.54ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of a small field in the east and some tree cover 

in the west. There is a residential property in the central region of the parcel, 

but this scale of development does not impact openness. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The tree cover in the west of the parcel provides some distinction from the 

urban area. However, the parcel lies in close proximity to the inset area and is 

partially contained by urban development. There is weak distinction between 

the parcel and the urban area in the eastern half of the parcel, and moderate 

distinction in the western part. 







Harm of release of land in RU7 



 

  

 

 

 

 

RU7 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 12ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of agricultural fields. There are some 

agricultural use buildings in the central region of the parcel, but this is 

considered to be appropriate development in the Green Belt. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The field boundaries and tree cover in the north provide a moderate degree of 

separation along most of the settlement edge. The countryside dominates 

views and the parcel is not contained by urban development, but relatively 

narrow fields form most of Green Belt edge in this area, strengthening its 

relationship with the settlement. Therefore, there is moderate distinction 

between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU8 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

RU8 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 15.1ha 

The parcel is located to the west of Rugeley. Rugeley does not constitute a 

large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of two large agricultural fields, which are 

bisected by a road. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The field boundaries and intervening land to the north create a moderate 

degree of separation from Rugeley and the parcel extends a significant 

distance from the inset area. The western field of the parcel has stronger 

separation from the inset area due to the road that bisects the parcel. 

Furthermore, the parcel is not contained by urban development and views from 

the parcel are dominated by open countryside. Therefore, there is strong 

distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 
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RU9 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 15.75ha 

The parcel is located adjacent to the northern edge of the inset village of 

Slitting Mill, in close proximity to the edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of multiple agricultural fields. There is one 

residential property in the south east of the parcel, but this scale of 

development does not impact openness. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The treeline to the south and the field boundaries to the north provide a 

moderate degree of separation from the inset settlements of Rugeley and 

Slitting Mill respectively. There is stronger separation in terms of distance from 

Rugeley then from Slitting Mill, but parkland trees create additional distinction 

from the latter. The undulating land in the east of the parcel also provides 

some landform distinction from Sitting Mill. There is sufficient distance 

between Rugeley and Slitting Mill for the urban areas not to have a containing 

impact, and for views from the parcel to be dominated by open countryside. 

Therefore, there is strong distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU10 



 

   

  

 

 

 

 

RU10 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 1.4ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is relatively open, but it contains several residential properties. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The tree line at the inset edge provides a moderate degree of boundary 

separation from the urban area, and limits urbanising visual influence, and tree 

cover within the parcel is sufficient to create some distinction from the inset 

settlement. The parcel lies in close proximity to the urban area, but it is not 

contained by urban development. Therefore, there is moderate distinction 

between the parcel and the urban area. 
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RU11 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 2.95ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of an agricultural field. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The road and hedgerow to the north of the parcel and treeline to the west are 

moderate boundary features. However, this boundary has been breached by 

development in the north west of the parcel. Views from the parcel are 

balanced between the urban area and open countryside and the parcel is 

subject to a degree of urban containment by development to the north and 

west. Therefore, there is moderate distinction between the parcel and the 

urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU12 



 

 

 

 

  

RU12 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 2.14ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of a cricket pitch and pavilion/car park in the 

northwest corner. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The parcel lies in close proximity to the settlement but the tree cover at the 

inset edge acts as a moderate boundary feature from Rugeley and reduces 

some views of the urban area. The parcel is subject to some degree of 

containment by the inset area to the north and east. Therefore, there is 

moderate distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU13 



 

   

  

 

RU13 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 2.13ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of a wooded area. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The parcel lies in close proximity to the inset area but the wooded land cover 

provides significant distinction from the urban area and acts as a strong 

boundary feature. The parcel is subject to a degree of containment by the inset 

area to the north and east, but the tree cover prevents views of the urban area. 

Therefore, there is strong distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU14 



 

 

   

  

 

RU14 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 17.46ha 

The parcel is located on the southwest edge of Rugeley and also adjoins the 

inset village of Slitting Mill. Rugeley does not constitute a large built-up area 

but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of an agricultural field. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The hedgerow boundaries with Rugeley to the north and Slitting Mill to the 

south west provide only a weak degree of separation from inset settlement 

areas. However, the size of the field means that urban development is not 

considered to create significant containment, and views are balanced between 

open countryside and the urban areas to the north and south. Therefore, there 

is moderate distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU15 



 

 

    

 

 

RU15 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 1.95ha 

The parcel is located adjacent to the central region of Rugeley. Rugeley does 

not constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of tree cover in the east and a pond in the west. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The parcel lies in close proximity to the inset edge and it is largely contained 

by urban development. However, the tree cover within the parcel prevents 

views of the urban area and creates a strong degree of separation from the 

inset area. The tree cover and pond land cover within the parcel provide 

significant distinction from the the urban area to the north. Therefore, there is 

strong distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU16 



 

  

 

 

 

   

RU16 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 12.8ha 

The parcel is located adjacent to the central region of Rugeley. Rugeley does 

not constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. The majority of the parcel is located within Flood Zone 3. 

The parcel is open, comprising of a playing field, sports pitches and a 

pavilion/car park in the northeast corner. However, this developed area is not 

large enough in scale to impact openness. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

Tree cover to the west reduces some views of the urban area. However, there 

is no boundary feature to create separation from the settlement in the 

northeast and southeast of the parcel and the parcel is largely contained by 

urban development. Therefore, there is weak distinction between the parcel 

and the urban area. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

  

 

RU16 

Contribution to the Green Belt purposes 
�‡ Purpose 1 - Check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

The parcel is not close enough to the large built-up area to be associated 

with it. Therefore development would not be perceived as sprawl of the 

large built-up area. 

�‡ Purpose 2 - Prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

The parcel does not lie between neighbouring towns. 

�‡ Purpose 3 - Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment: 

Contribution: Relatively weak 

The parcel is open and characterised by sports pitch uses which are 

associated with the urban area and diminish the extent to which it is 

perceived as countryside. There is weak distinction between the parcel 

and the inset area, which reduces the extent to which development would 

be perceived as encroachment on the countryside. Overall the area 

makes a relatively weak contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment. 

�‡ Purpose 4 - Preserve the setting and special character of historic towns: 

Contribution: Moderate 

Land lies in proximity to the historic core and has a direct visual 

relationship with it. The land also comprises part of the former parkland 

associated with Hagley Hall and contains Rising Brook, features 

important to the historical setting of the historic core. 

�‡ Purpose 5 - Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of 

derelict and other urban land: 

Contribution: Equal 

All Green Belt land is considered to make an equal contribution to this 

purpose. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

RU16 

Impact on contribution of adjacent Green Belt 

�‡ Release of RU16 as an expansion of Rugeley: 

Rating: Minor 

The release and development of RU16 would isolate the woodland and 

lake in RU15 from the rest of the Green Belt, but as it is already within an 

area largely contained by urban edges the impact of this would be 

minor. The release and development of RU16 would not have an impact 

on the distinction of land within RU18 to the southwest, or the relevance 

of this land to Green Belt purposes. 

The adjoining land within RU17 does not make a stronger contribution to 

any of the Green Belt purposes. The impact on this land would not 

therefore increase overall harm. 

Overall harm of Green Belt release 
�‡ Parcel RU16 makes a moderate contribution to preserving the setting of a 

historic settlement, and a relatively weak contribution to preventing 

encroachment on the countryside. The additional impact of its release on 

the adjacent Green Belt would minor. Therefore the harm resulting from its 

release, as an expansion of Rugeley would be low-moderate.   

Low-Moderate  

�‡ Harm could potentially be reduced by strengthening the existing field 

boundaries and/or enhancing tree cover to the east of RU16. This would 

create stronger Green Belt boundaries that would help to reduce potential 

impact on RU21. These measures would also help strengthen the structure 

and overall historical integrity of the landscape, in accordance with 

landscape strategies set out in the Landscape Character Assessment for 

Cannock Chase (November 2016). 



Harm of release of land in RU17 



 

 

RU17 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 2.19ha 

The parcel is located on the eastern edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

Land is relatively open, comprising of recreational playing fields, sports pitches 

and ancillary car park. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

There is no boundary feature to create separation from Rugeley. The parcel is 

in close proximity to Rugeley and is largely contained by urban development. 

In addition, views are dominated by the urban area. Therefore, there is weak 

distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 







Harm of release of land in RU18 



  

 

  

 

 

RU18 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 6.8ha 

The parcel is located on the western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

Land is open, comprising of an agricultural field and an area of shrubland to 

the south. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The parcel has some degree of containment by urban development and the 

tree line to the south is only a weak Green Belt boundary feature. Most of the 

parcel lies in close proximity to the urban edges which partially contain it. As 

such, neither the countryside nor the urban area dominates views. Therefore, 

there is weak distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

RU18 

Contribution to the Green Belt purposes 
�‡ Purpose 1 - Check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

Land is not close enough to the large built-up area to be associated with 

it. Therefore development would not be perceived as sprawl of the large 

built-up area. 

�‡ Purpose 2 - Prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

Land is open and lies in a wide gap between Rugeley and Cannock, and 

agricultural fields and woodland are significant separating features. There 

is weak distinction between the parcel and the inset area, which reduces 

the extent to which development would be perceived as narrowing the 

gap. Overall the area makes a weak/no contribution to preventing the 

merging of neighbouring towns. 

�‡ Purpose 3 - Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment: 

Contribution: Moderate 

Land is open countryside and there is weak distinction between the 

parcel and the inset area, which reduces the extent to which development 

would be perceived as encroachment on the countryside. Overall the 

area makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment. 

�‡ Purpose 4 - Preserve the setting and special character of historic towns: 

Contribution: Moderate 

Land lies in proximity to the historic core and has a direct visual 

relationship with it. The land also comprises part of the former parkland 

associated with Hagley Hall and contains Rising Brook, features 

important to the historical setting of the historic core. 

�‡ Purpose 5 - Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of 

derelict and other urban land: 

Contribution: Equal 

All Green Belt land is considered to make an equal contribution to this 

purpose. 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

RU18 

Impact on contribution of adjacent Green Belt 

�‡ Release of RU18 as an expansion of Rugeley: 

Rating: Minor-moderate 

The release would increase urbanising containment of land to the north 

west in RU14, such that most of that area would be left in close proximity 

to an inset settlement edge. Although most of the land to the north east 

makes a weaker contribution to the Green Belt purposes, the release 

would isolate the woodland and lake in RU15 from the wider Green Belt. 

The release would not have an impact on the distinction of land within 

RU21 to the south west of RU18, or the relevance of this land to Green 

Belt purposes. 

The adjoining land within RU16 and RU19 does not make a stronger 

contribution to any of the Green Belt purposes. The impact on this land 

would not therefore increase overall harm. 

Overall harm of Green Belt release 
�‡ Parcel RU18 makes a moderate contribution to preventing encroachment 

on the countryside, and to preserving the setting and special character of 

historic settlements. The additional impact of its release on the adjacent 

Green Belt would be minor-moderate. Therefore the harm resulting from its 

release, as an expansion of Rugeley would be moderate-high.   

Moderate-High  

�‡ Harm could potentially be reduced by strengthening the existing field 

boundaries and/or enhancing tree cover within RU18. This would create 

stronger Green Belt boundaries and would help strengthen the structure 

and overall historical integrity of the landscape, in accordance with 

landscape strategies set out in the Landscape Character Assessment for 

Cannock Chase (2016). 



Harm of release of land in RU19 



 

 

 

  

RU19 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 1.96ha 

The parcel is located on the south western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

Land is open and is comprised of a recreational field. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The parcel is in close proximity to Rugeley and is largely contained by urban 

development, with the urban area dominating views. In addition, there is no 

boundary feature to create separation from Hagley Park Academy to the north. 

Therefore, there is weak distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 



 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   

  

  

 

RU19 

Contribution to the Green Belt purposes 
�‡ Purpose 1 - Check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

Land is not close enough to the large built-up area to be associated with 

it. Therefore development would not be perceived as sprawl of the large 

built-up area. 

�‡ Purpose 2 - Prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

Land is open and lies in a wide gap between Rugeley and Cannock, and 

agricultural fields and woodland are significant separating features. There 

is weak distinction between the parcel and the inset area, which reduces 

the extent to which development would be perceived as narrowing the 

gap. Overall the area makes a weak/no contribution to preventing the 

merging of neighbouring towns. 

�‡ Purpose 3 - Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment: 

Contribution: Relatively weak 

Land is open countryside but there is weak distinction between the parcel 

and the inset area, which reduces the extent to which development would 

be perceived as encroachment on the countryside. Overall the area 

makes a relatively weak contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment. 

�‡ Purpose 4 - Preserve the setting and special character of historic towns: 

Contribution: Relatively weak 

Land lies in proximity to the historic core and has some visual relationship 

with it, but with intervening development at Rugeley Leisure Centre which 

diminishes the relationship. 

�‡ Purpose 5 - Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of 

derelict and other urban land: 

Contribution: Equal 

All Green Belt land is considered to make an equal contribution to this 

purpose. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

RU19 

Impact on contribution of adjacent Green Belt 

�‡ Release of RU19 as an expansion of Rugeley: 

Rating: Negligible 

The release would not have an impact on the distinction of land within 

RU18 to the west of RU19, or the relevance of this land to Green Belt 

purposes. 

Overall harm of Green Belt release 
�‡ Parcel RU19 makes a relatively weak contribution to preventing 

encroachment on the countryside and preserving the setting and special 

character of historic settlements, and the additional impact of its release on 

the adjacent Green Belt would be negligible. Therefore the harm resulting 

from its release, as an expansion of Rugeley would be low. 

Low  

�‡ Mitigation measures are not considered necessary as the impact on 

adjacent Green Belt land is judged to be negligible. 



Harm of release of land in RU20 



 

  

 

  

  

 

RU20 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 8.27ha 

The parcel is located on the eastern edge of the inset village of Slitting Mill, 

close to the south western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not constitute a 

large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a historic town. 

Land is open, comprising of agricultural fields. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

The garden boundaries at the inset edge to the west provide only a weak 

degree of separation from the settlement. The sloping landform within the 

parcel provides some degree of distinction from the inset area. The parcel is 

not contained by urban development and views are balanced between the 

urban area to the west and open countryside to the east. Therefore, there is 

moderate distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

RU20 

Contribution to the Green Belt purposes 
�‡ Purpose 1 - Check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

The parcel is not close enough to the large built-up area to be associated 

with it. Therefore development would not be perceived as sprawl of the 

large built-up area. 

�‡ Purpose 2 - Prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another: 

Contribution: Relatively weak 

The parcel is open and lies in a wide gap between Rugeley and 

Hednesford to the south, with large forested areas acting as significant 

separating features. The parcel has some relationship with the inset area, 

but also a degree of distinction from it. Overall the area makes a relatively 

weak contribution to preventing the merging of neighbouring towns. 

�‡ Purpose 3 - Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment: 

Contribution: Relatively strong 

The parcel is open countryside. The parcel has some relationship with 

the inset area, but also a degree of distinction from it. Overall the area 

makes a relatively strong contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment. 

�‡ Purpose 4 - Preserve the setting and special character of historic towns: 

Contribution: Relatively weak 

Land is located at distance but has some visual relationship with the 

historic core. 

�‡ Purpose 5 - Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of 

derelict and other urban land: 

Contribution: Equal 

All Green Belt land is considered to make an equal contribution to this 

purpose. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

  

 

  

 

RU20 

Impact on contribution of adjacent Green Belt 

�‡ Release of RU20 as an expansion of Rugeley: 

Rating: Minor 

The release and development of RU20 would weaken the boundary 

distinction from the settlement of land within RU21 to east. The release 

would also increase the urbanising visual impact in this area. 

The adjoining land within RU14 does not make a stronger contribution to 

any of the Green Belt purposes. The impact on this land would not 

therefore increase overall harm. 

Overall harm of Green Belt release 
�‡ Parcel RU20 makes a relatively strong contribution to preventing 

encroachment on the countryside, a relatively weak contribution to 

preventing neighbouring towns merging into one another and a relatively 

weak contribution to preserving the setting of a historic settlement. The 

additional impact of its release on the adjacent Green Belt would be minor. 

Therefore the harm resulting from its release, as an expansion of Rugeley 

would be moderate.    

Moderate  

�‡ Harm could potentially be reduced by strengthening the existing hedgerow 

boundary to the east of RU20, including the conservation of existing 

hedgerow trees. This would create a stronger Green Belt boundary that 

would reduce the urbanising visual influence of development and would 

help strengthen the rural farmed character of the landscape, in accordance 

with landscape strategies set out in the Landscape Character Assessment 

for Cannock Chase (2016). 
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Harm of release of land in RU21 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

RU21 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 10.82ha 

The parcel is located between the south western edge of Rugeley and the 

inset village of Slitting Mill. Rugeley does not constitute a large built-up area 

but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a historic town. 

The parcel is open, comprising of two agricultural fields and tree cover at the 

inset edge in the west. There are several dwellings in the north eastern corner 

of the parcel as well as Sitting Mill Pumping Station, but these are too isolated 

to have any significant urbanising influence. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

Tree cover at the southern end of the parcel forms a strong settlement edge 

boundary feature, but boundary strength is weaker to the north. The landform 

of  the parcel, sloping down towards Rising Brook, provides some degree of 

distinction from and reduces views of the urban area. The parcel is not 

contained by urban development due to the surrounding agricultural fields. 

Therefore, there is strong distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 



 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RU21 

Contribution to the Green Belt purposes 
�‡ Purpose 1 - Check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

Land is not close enough to the large built-up area to be associated with 

it. Therefore development would not be perceived as sprawl of the large 

built-up area. 

�‡ Purpose 2 - Prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another: 

Contribution: Moderate 

The parcel is open and lies in a wide gap between Rugeley and 

Hednesford to the south, with large forested areas acting as significant 

separating features. Although the settlement gap is robust, there is strong 

distinction between the parcel and the inset area, which increases the 

extent to which development would be perceived as narrowing the gap. 

Overall the area makes a moderate contribution to preventing the 

merging of neighbouring towns. 

�‡ Purpose 3 - Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment: 

Contribution: Strong 

The parcel is open countryside. There is strong distinction between the 

parcel and the inset area, which increases the extent to which 

development would be perceived as encroachment on the countryside. 

Overall the area makes a strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment. 

�‡ Purpose 4 - Preserve the setting and special character of historic towns: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

The parcel does not contribute to the setting or special character of any 

historic towns. 

�‡ Purpose 5 - Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of 

derelict and other urban land: 

Contribution: Equal 

All Green Belt land is considered to make an equal contribution to this 

purpose. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

RU21 

Impact on contribution of adjacent Green Belt 

�‡ Release of RU21 as an expansion of Rugeley: 

Rating: Negligible 

The release and development of RU21 would not have an impact on the 

distinction of land within RU26 to the south, or the relevance of this land 

to Green Belt purposes. 

The adjoining land within RU20, RU14, RU18 and RU22 does not make a 

stronger contribution to any of the Green Belt purposes. The impact on 

this land would not therefore increase overall harm. 

Overall harm of Green Belt release 
�‡ Parcel RU21 makes a strong contribution to preventing encroachment on 

the countryside and it makes a moderate contribution to preventing 

neighbouring towns merging into one another. The additional impact of its 

release on the adjacent Green Belt would be negligible. Therefore the 

harm resulting from its release, as an expansion of Rugeley would be 

moderate. 

Moderate  

�‡ Mitigation measures are not considered necessary as the impact on 

adjacent Green Belt land is judged to be negligible. 



Harm of release of land in RU22 



 

   

 

 

 

RU22 

Parcel location and openness 

Parcel size: 14.82ha 

The parcel is located on the south western edge of Rugeley. Rugeley does not 

constitute a large built-up area but it is, in terms of the role of Green Belt, a 

historic town. 

Land is open, comprising of agricultural fields and separating hedgerows. A 

railway line travels along the southern border of the parcel. 

Distinction between parcel and inset area 

There is a strong boundary feature of the railway line in the east of the parcel, 

but the north of the parcel is separated from the urban area by a moderate 

treeline boundary. Furthermore, in relation to the size of the area, urban 

development is not considered to create significant containment. Neither the 

countryside nor the urban area dominates views. Therefore, there is moderate 

distinction between the parcel and the urban area. 



 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RU22 

Contribution to the Green Belt purposes 
�‡ Purpose 1 - Check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

Land is not close enough to the large built-up area to be associated with 

it. Therefore development would not be perceived as sprawl of the large 

built-up area. 

�‡ Purpose 2 - Prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another: 

Contribution: Relatively weak 

Land is open and lies in a wide gap between Rugeley and Cannock, and 

agricultural fields and woodland are significant separating features. The 

parcel has some relationship with the inset area, but also a degree of 

distinction from it. Overall the area makes a relatively weak contribution 

to preventing the merging of neighbouring towns. 

�‡ Purpose 3 - Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment: 

Contribution: Relatively strong 

Land is open countryside and The parcel has some relationship with the 

inset area, but also a degree of distinction from it. Overall the area makes 

a relatively strong contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment. 

�‡ Purpose 4 - Preserve the setting and special character of historic towns: 

Contribution: Weak/No 

The parcel does not contribute to the setting or special character of any 

historic towns. 

�‡ Purpose 5 - Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of 

derelict and other urban land: 

Contribution: Equal 

All Green Belt land is considered to make an equal contribution to this 

purpose. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

RU22 

Impact on contribution of adjacent Green Belt 

�‡ Release of RU22 as an expansion of Rugeley: 

Rating: Minor-moderate 

The release and development of RU22 would increase urbanising 

containment of land in RU21, and would leave most of the parcel in close 

proximity to the inset settlement edge of either Rugeley or Slitting Mill. 

The release would not have an impact on the distinction of land within 

RU27 to the south of RU22, or the relevance of this land to Green Belt 

purposes.  The release of RU22 would weaken the strong boundary 

distinction of land within RU26 from the settlement. 

The adjoining land within RU18 does not make a stronger contribution to 

any of the Green Belt purposes. The impact on this land would not 

therefore increase overall harm. 

Overall harm of Green Belt release 
�‡ Parcel RU22 makes a relatively strong contribution to preventing 

encroachment on the countryside, and a relatively weak contribution to 

preventing neighbouring towns merging into one another. The additional 

impact of its release on the adjacent Green Belt would be minor-moderate. 

Therefore the harm resulting from its release, as an expansion of Rugeley 

would be moderate-high. 

Moderate-High  

�‡ Harm could potentially be reduced by strengthening the existing field 

boundaries and/or enhancing tree cover within RU22 to the north-west and 

south-west. This would create stronger Green Belt boundaries that would 

help to reduce the impact of urbanising containment. These measures 

would also help strengthen the structure and overall historical integrity of 

the landscape, in accordance with landscape strategies set out in the 

Landscape Character Assessment for Cannock Chase (2016) and the 

AONB Landscape Character Framework (2017). 



Harm of release of land in RU23 
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